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American mouth painter Mariam Paré joined forces with her 

fellow MFPA international Board Member artist Tom Yendell, 

from the UK, when they both appeared on the Katie Couric 

Show. 

The show aired in October 2013 and was seen by millions of American 

and Canadian television viewers, who were given the opportunity to 

hear the story behind the two artists and the Mouth and Foot Painting 

Artists international co-operative, of which both are members.

While Tom Yendell explained to the host the background to the 

MFPA and why it was formed nearly 60 years ago, his Chicago-based 

colleague, Mariam Paré, mouth painted for the live studio audience 

and the nationwide television audience viewing the program. The 

artistic skills of Paré had a great impact on Katie Couric, who during 

the show, offered to buy the painting she was working on, once it 

was finished.

Yendell, who flew over to participate in the show said, “It was great 

to be given the chance to appear on a major uS television talk show. 

The opportunity came about through a chance meeting I had with 

Katie Couric, when we both, coincidentally, happened to be staying in 

the same Scandinavian hotel. In conversation she remarked that she 

remembered covering a story many years before, in connection with 

the thalidomide drug issue, that involved me and by the end of our 

discussion she said she would like to run a piece on her show about 

the MFPA and the work of its disabled artists. I then passed on her 

contact details to our Pr consultant for the uS, thinking little more 

would come of it but to my surprise, 6 months later, I was on the show 

and it was being beamed right across America”.

Paré was later featured in a number of Chicago newspapers and 

television channels that were keen to interview their local artist 

following the interview with Katie Couric.

Artists on Katie Couric Show

Paré and Yendell with Katie Couric (Katie Show Courtesy of Disney ABC)
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Ann Ruth from Rolling Hills Estates CA, 
was only five years old when she suffered 
a spinal cord injury whilst playing with 
her brother on a gymnastic beam. The 
injury she sustained was similar to that of 
late actor Christopher Reeve resulting in 
complete paralysis from her neck down 
and left her to depend on a respirator. 

With the help of her devoted parents, Ann maintained a positive 
attitude despite her disability. Ann began painting in junior high at the 
encouragement of a friend. Later in her life, Ann resumed her passion 
for painting. For Ann, painting is a break from reality; an opportunity 
to focus on creating beautiful paintings to bring herself and others 
joy. Ann was accepted as a Student Member to the Association of 
Mouth and Foot Painting Artists in 2014.

Frank Espinosa was born in West Covina 
CA in 1972. At 18 years old Frank was 
shot in the head and neck leaving him 
quadriplegic. Even before his injury, Frank 
had a strong affiliation toward art but 
had never before applied pencil to paper. 
As part of his personal rehabilitation he 
decided to put a pen in his mouth and 

began drawing. Diligently working at his craft, Frank soon flourished 
as a mouth artist. After a brief hiatus for medical reasons, Frank 
resumed drawing and applied to the Mouth and Foot Painting Artists 
and began painting with the help of Full Member Robert Thome. In 
2014, Frank was accepted as a Student Member to the Association 
of Mouth and Foot Painting Artists.

New StUdeNt ArtiStS 
Paré’s painting of Pierce Brosnan as James Bond

A Brush with Mr Bond
Chicago-based mouth painter, Mariam Paré, was keen to challenge 
herself and push the boundaries of her creative skills and decided 
she would try painting a portrait. But not just any portrait, no, one 
of a well-known celebrity. And celebrities don’t come much bigger 
than internationally acclaimed movie star, Pierce Brosnan. With his 
well-recognized love of the arts and abilities as an artist himself, the 
actor seemed the perfect choice and one that Paré embarked upon 
with great relish.

But Paré being Paré, her enthusiasm then took over and not satisfied 
with creating one artwork of the actor in his most famous James Bond 
role, she also decided to paint another traditional portrait of Brosnan, 
the man, as he is today. The finished works are remarkable and the 
MFPA’s publicity arm is planning to approach the actor’s agent about 
showing the paintings to Brosnan. If the star does eventually get to 
see the Bond painting, we can’t guarantee he’ll be shaken by it, but 
he will most certainly be stirred.

Ability not Disability
Since he was rendered quadriplegic by 
a diving accident when he was 14 years 
old, Baltimore mouth artist rob Florio 
(right) has never allowed his disability 
to get in the way of his art.

using a mouth stick to paint, his interest 
in art flourished and he graduated from 
the Art Institute of Pittsburgh on-line, with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
video game art and design.

Now an artist with the MFPA, Florio’s talent has grown out of all 
recognition and he has now developed something of a reputation 
for his portraiture work. The list of celebrities he has painted is like 

a who’s who of the rich 
and famous. From many 
contemporary spor ts 
stars like Jay gibbons of 
the Baltimore Orioles and 
ravens’ former player 
Matt Stover; to other 
sports stars of the past 
like Babe ruth. But his 
most famous portrait of 
all is his recent painting 
of President Obama 
(left). Florio also has an 
autobiography titled ‘Life! 
It must be a comedy’.



Visit the MFPA website for 
information and products for sale
If you want to find out more about the MFPA’s American artists and 
their products, log on to our dedicated US website. Containing a wealth 
of paintings, artists’ biographies, exhibitions, the latest products, 
news and events, the site is well worth a visit.

Log on at www.mfpausa.com

To purchase any items or for further information on the MFPA, its 
members, their paintings or exhibitions, please contact:

CanvasTHE

USA Artists

Mouth and Foot Painting Artists 
2070 Peachtree Court 

Suite 101, Atlanta, GA 30341

Telephone: 770 986 7764
Toll Free: 1 877 MFPA-USA

Email: mfpausa@bellsouth.net

Other Artist News 
Chris Hartwick from South Carolina had a watercolor selected 

for the juried American Art Collector 2014 Catalog; he 
participated in Open Studios group show and he had one 
of his artworks selected for the Picken’s County Museum 
‘American Colors: Patriotism Reflected in Art’ exhibition.

Tony Davis and Mariam Paré from Illinois participated in the 
Chicago Art in Motion event to raise money for art therapy. 
Paré also had two of her paintings in a national art exhibition 
at the Thompsons Center, Chicago, to raise awareness of 
child abuse.

Nancy Hall from New York had a booth at a Disability Expo in 
Buffalo NY which later led to her being guest speaker at a 
Disability History celebration in the city and an interview on 
her local TV station.

Robert Thome from California gave a special mouth painting 
demonstration as part of a visual arts-themed event in San 
Diego in April 2014, which was aired on a local TV station. 
The artist featured at the San Diego REPertory Theater prior 
to the production of the play “Red”, based on the famous 
artist Mark Rothko.
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Long Range Shooter
New Zealand-based disabled MFPA artist Grant Sharman flew half 
way around the world to compete in a USA World Cup shooting event 
held at Fort Benning, Columbus.

Although the journey for the wheelchair-bound quadriplegic was long 
and arduous, with vital stops along the route, his entry through US 
customs toting a rifle was surprisingly drama-free. But air rifles do not 
need special documentation and as Sharman jokingly said, “Given 
the fire power in the US, I think their rabbits would laugh at my .177 
beast!”

Shooters from around the world took part in different levels of 
competition dependent on their physical capabilities but all were 

impressed with the scale of the 
72-bay shooting ranges that are 
located in the Fort Benning base; 
the size of a small town and home 
to 40,000 people.

Sharman competed well in a 
number of rounds and managed 
to make the final, but in the end 
the jet lag caught up with him and 
he finished sixth.Hot Shots at the base

In Memoriam
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of four of our 
American artists. Full Member artist Jeff LaDow, Wisconsin; 
Morris Nakamura, Hawaii; Mary Jane Pace, Maryland and 
Ruben Rios, California.

They will all be sadly missed.

Artist Exhibits at Buffalo Grove
Mariam Paré from Chicago was one of the featured juried artists that 
exhibited at the Buffalo Grove Art Festival on 12th July 2014. The 
Illinois festival is rated as one of the Top 50 art shows in the US and 
more than 160 artists exhibited their works.

Paré worked hard to put together her paintings and prints because 
she wanted to reveal all of her new and recent work as one collection, 
to add to the impact of the display for the public.

Mariam Paré (pictured below) paints holding the brush in her mouth 
since becoming a quadriplegic, when she had the misfortune 
of innocently getting caught in the crossfire of rival gangs, whilst 
traveling in a car many years ago.
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Susie is Just Champion
London, Ontario-based 

artist Susie Matthias is a 

keen sportswoman as 

well as being a talented 

mouth painting Member 

artist of the MFPA. Susie, 

who was born without 

limbs because of the 

impact of the thalidomide 

drug, has never allowed 

that tough start in life to 

stand in her way and her 

success as an artist is 

testimony to that.

Apart from painting and swimming, the artist’s other passion is 
wheelchair hockey. The team she plays for is the Electric Tigers 
who had their best ever season last year. The team plays in the 
Southwestern Ontario Division which is part of the Canadian Electric 
Wheelchair National Association. The ‘Tigers’ won the final play-offs 
held in London to become the divisional champions for the season. 
Matthias also won the accolade of Most Valuable Player for her team 
which came with an individual trophy. Afterwards she said, “I was so 
proud to be part of this team. We worked very hard to achieve this and 
thanks to all who helped us, especially our coach, Mr Steve Worsfold”.

Exhibition in Toronto
The MFPA office was converted into an art gallery to showcase the 
work of its talented Canadian mouth and foot painters. A collection 
of more than 50 original paintings were on display, which allowed the 
public to enjoy the outstanding works created by the artists from right 
across the country.

The ‘Open House’ exhibition was staged from the 18th of September 
until the 26th of September 2014. A few of the locally-based Ontario 
artists also put in appearances to add a unique personal dimension 
to this annual event, which has become a regular part of the Toronto 
art show calendar.
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MFPA products for sale in 2014
Products produced from the artists’ original paintings are available, 
including greeting cards, calendars, books and a wide range of other 
items. To purchase or for further information about the MFPA please 
contact: 
Mouth and Foot Painting Artists

183 St. Clair Avenue West

Toronto, Ontario 

M4V 1P1

Phone Toll Free: 

1.866.637.2226

Email: mfpa@

mfpacanada.com

Or visit our Canadian website:

www.mfpacanada.com

Artist at School
Artist Daniel Laflamme from Quebec, visited a school in the 

town of Saint-Gervais, Bellechasse County, to give a painting 

presentation to the children.

The visit lasted the whole day as the pupils from grades 1 to 6 came 
along in groups to see the artist painting with his foot. Laflamme, who 
is unable to communicate verbally because of his severe cerebral 
palsy condition, had his father there to talk about his life and the 
many things he has achieved despite his disability. Meanwhile the 
artist merrily treated the children to his talents with a paint brush 
clasped firmly between his toes.

Matthias with Champions Trophy

Laflamme foot painting for the schoolchildren

In Memoriam
We sadly report the death of two of our Canadian artists 
in 2014. Averill Barkhouse from Nova Scotia and Phillip 

Maslanka from Alberta. They will be missed by us all.

Ontario artists Susie Matthias and Amanda Orichefsky




