
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

   CMN.men 
    
 
   Ps. Paul Louis Cole 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

 

 

HEART OF A WARRIOR; 

 

Acts 16:22 A mob quickly formed against Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered them stripped and 

beaten with wooden rods. 23 They were severely beaten, and then they were thrown into prison. The jailer 

was ordered to make sure they didn’t escape. 24 So the jailer put them into the inner dungeon and clamped 

their feet in the stocks. 

25 Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 

listening. 26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its foundations. All the 

doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off! 

 

Their breakthrough created breakthrough for everyone around them. 

 

THREE GOALS for this year. What must be done to make your year successful? 

 

1.  

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

MATTHEW 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

    and all these things will be added to you. 

 

GENESIS 13:14After Lot had gone, the LORD said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every 

direction—north and south, east and west. 15 I am giving all this land, as far as you can see, to you and 

your descendants as a permanent possession. 16 And I will give you so many descendants that, like the dust 

of the earth, they cannot be counted! 17 Go and walk through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to 

you.”  

 

 STRIP AWAY THE FLESH… LIFT UP YOUR VISION...GO/WALK 

 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS SO LARGE THAT ONLY GOD CAN MAKE THEM HAPPEN? 

WRITE THEM DOWN. MEDITATE. ASK FOR FAVOR AND WISDOM. 

 

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,  

     which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 

http://bible.cc/genesis/13-14.htm
http://bible.cc/genesis/13-15.htm
http://bible.cc/genesis/13-16.htm
http://bible.cc/genesis/13-17.htm
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Heart of a Warrior 

 

VICTORY IS ALWAYS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF A FIGHT… 

#AuthenticWarriors 

 One man makes a difference, but a one-man army is… dead. ‘Brotherhood.’ 

  

2 Timothy 2:2 

“Commit these words to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 

 

“Out of every one hundred men, ten shouldn't even be there, eighty are just targets, nine are the real fighters, 

and we are lucky to have them, for they make the battle. Ah, but the one, one is a warrior, and he will bring 

the others back.” Heraclitus  Greek 500BC 

 

WARRIOR : a person who fights in battles and is known for having aggressive strength, fearless courage and 

enduring skill. A person experienced/trained for conflict. Trained first in the heart. 

 

WHY DO WE NEED A MEN’S MOVEMENT? 

WE NEED SOME MEN WHO KNOW HOW TO FIGHT! 

 

1 Chronicles 12:33   SONS OF ISACHAAR – KNEW THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES… 

BUT – THE SONS OF ZEBULON – SKILLED WITH WEAPONS AND READY TO GO TO WAR ! - 

NEED SOME MEN/KNOW HOW TO FIGHT! 

 

JESUS DIDN’T COME TO WIN A POPULARITY CONTEST 

HE CAME TO WIN A WAR!! 

 

A WARRIOR IS NOT A MAN OF WAR… HE IS A MAN OF PEACE WHO UNDERSTANDS 

 THAT PEACE IS ALWAYS THE RESULT OF STRENGTH. 

 

We want to build men, build churches and change the world!   

 

Colossians 1:17 He (Jesus) himself existed before anything else did, and he holds all things together. 

 

Acts 4:10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you 

whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 

12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved.” 

 

Deuteronomy 4:29  … you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your 

heart and with all your soul. 

 

Joshua 22:5  But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord 

commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold 

fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

James 1:22-25  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 

fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 

24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect 

law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 

doing it.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+22:5&version=NKJV
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Destiny favors the prepared in mind, body and spirit. 

 Preparation: proof you expect something to happen. 

 Wooden – “Failure to prepare, is preparation for failure.” 

 

IMPORTANT QUESTION. 

 IS THE LEVEL OF LIFE YOU’RE NOW LIVING,  

AT THE FULL CAPACITY OF YOUR LIFE?! 

 

God loves you and has a wonderful purpose for your life.  

He has a plan for mankind – the redemption of the earth. 

 

WE ARE IN A WAR: 

  JOHN 10:10 The enemy comes to steal, kill and destroy. 

  I have come that you would have life, and life to the fullest! 

 

FIVE PRACTICAL POWER STEPS to winning the battle for your purpose: 

 

BE IN THE WORD : PRAY : THINK DEEPLY : STRATEGIZE : ACT WITH FULL FORCE! 

 

 

LUKE 12:42-44 And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make 

ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom 

his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that 

he has. 

 

FAITHFUL AND WISE WIN THE DAY. 

 

YOU CAN HAVE GREAT CROWDS WITH GREAT SERMONS, 

BUT YOU’LL NEVER CHANGE A NATION UNTIL YOU DISCIPLE THE MEN. 

 

Isaiah 58 shows that God manifests His grace to others through us; 

 

“6 Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the heavy 

burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your 

bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When you see 

the naked, that you cover him…” 

 

THIS IS WHY WE DISCIPLE MEN. 

 

WE ARE CMN, WE RESCUE MEN! 

 

 

JOHN WESLEY. Eighty-seven years old laying on his bed, about to die. Called his friends and loved ones 

around, spoke his farewells…then, lifted his feeble arms and declared this blessing, “The best of all is. God 

is with us!” And with that, he was gone. 

 

 

GOD HAS PUT HIS FAVOR IN YOUR LIFE. And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that 

the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand. So Joseph found favor in his sight, Genesis 39:3–4 

You have granted me life and favor, and Your care has preserved my spirit. Job 10:12 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2039.3%E2%80%934
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Job%2010.12
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For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with favor You will surround him as with a shield. Psalm 5:12 

(Favor – Acceptance.) Job, Joseph, Moses, Abraham, Mary. 

FAITH PRODUCES FAVOR. 

FAVOR WILL ALWAYS ATTRACT A FIGHT. 

 

GENEROSITY IS A CORE VALUE OF GREAT WARRIORS.  

GIVING: 2 KINGS 4:4 One day the widow of a member of the group of prophets came to Elisha and cried 

out, “My husband who served you is dead, and you know how he feared the Lord. But now a creditor has 

come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves.” 2 “What can I do to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, 

what do you have in the house?” 

“Nothing at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied. 

3 And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your friends and neighbors. 4 Then go into 

your house with your sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil from your flask into the jars, setting 

each one aside when it is filled.” 

5 So she did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and she filled one after another. 6 Soon every 

container was full to the brim! “Bring me another jar,” she said to one of her sons. 

“There aren’t any more!” he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing. 

7 When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her, “Now sell the olive oil and pay your 

debts, and you and your sons can live on what is left over.” 

 

Her sons said, “There aren’t any more jars”. The key here is the context. They’re in a village with hundreds 

of jars ... people stopped giving the sons their jars. And, then the oil stopped. 

 

WHEN THE PEOPLE STOPPED GIVING, THE OIL STOPPED FLOWING. 

 

“God so loved the world that He gave…” The essence of love is giving.  

GENEROSITY: Isaiah 32:7-9 (New Living Translation) 

 7 The smooth tricks of scoundrels are evil. 

      They plot crooked schemes. 

   They lie to convict the poor, 

      even when the cause of the poor is just. 

 8 But generous people plan to do what is generous, 

      and they stand firm in their generosity. 

GENEROSITY ESTABLISHES A STRONG FOUNDATION. 

GENEROSITY CREATES A SOLID FOOTHOLD IN LIFE. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Psalm%205.12
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FREEDOM.  The Warrior that wins his own heart. Forgiveness. And a story from Father’s Day. 

 

 Millions of Americans will celebrate the man who raised them on Father’s Day.  Millions more will 

regret the broken relationship, the absenteeism, the sober reminder of the heartache their father caused.  How 

do you forgive the one who ignored, hurt or confused you? And, how do you not become that man… 

perhaps, if thoughtfully considered and that question answered, this weekend could be for many not just a 

celebration of birth, but a renewal of hope. 

 

My grandpa, ‘King”, was every man’s best friend, particularly when he was buying drinks.  He was a hard 

working, hard drinking, reckless gambler and ladies’ man.  His son Edwin was deeply wounded by the hedonistic 

driven life of his dad, confused by the mood swings from loving times together at football games to the screaming 

tirades of a foolish man.  Yet, though deeply scarred by his father’s lifestyle, my dad became one of the best-selling 

Christian authors and globally respected speakers for men in the world. 

 

How does a man forgive his dad?  How do we leave that behind and become the father we really want 

to be?  That answer may change and shape the destiny of someone you know, or of your own life.  Here’s 

why - because it was in the act of forgiving his father that my dad became a good dad to me...leaving a 

legacy for my sons and their sons. 

 

Forgiveness is the essence of love.  Love is the desire to benefit another person, even if it costs you 

something.  Selfishness is a mark of immaturity.  Immature men remain childish, self-centered, indecisive and 

inconsistent.  Maturity doesn’t come with age, it comes with the acceptance of responsibility… that decisions have 

consequences.  Maturity is the ability to make a right choice even when the emotions or context would cause you to 

make the wrong choice.  Mature men choose to forgive.  Forgiveness isn’t a feeling, it’s an act of love.   

 

My dad taught me that everything in life is under your power of choice, but when you make the choice you 

become the servant of that choice.  To choose to not forgive, is to put your life under that power.  What you don’t 

forgive will never be released from your life.  What you choose to forgive, no longer has power over your life.  

When you forgive your dad, what happened to you, no longer defines you. 

 

My dad, Dr. Edwin Cole, is known as the father of the Christian men’s movement.  He spent his life 

teaching men to be Christlike, to be faithful men in their marriages and with their children.  He became a mentor to 

millions of men around the world, yet he also knew what it was like to be without a father figure.  And he knew 

what it meant to fall short as a father himself.   

 

His father, my grandfather was the result of a brief relationship between a man who bailed, and a single 

mother who tragically died.  Raised in an orphanage he spent his life pursuing the affirmation he had never received 

as a son by chasing pleasure.  My grandmother took my dad to church faithfully, but my father, looking for his 

dad’s approval eventually did what most boys do, and followed his Dad’s path.  Fortunately for my father Edwin, 

he followed his father’s pattern, but could not outrun my grandmother’s prayers.  He returned to the God of his 

childhood, forgave his father, prayed with his dad just days before his father’s early death, and then led his young 

wife and family to love God as well.  

 

 Dad taught men all over the world the importance of forgiving your Father.  He used to tell a story about a 

man who attended one of his ministry meetings and asked for prayer for his two sons.  As they started to pray, 

the man said, “They are both alcoholics.”  Before praying, my father asked if he had been an alcoholic.  The 

man hesitated and said he had been a Christ follower for many years.  Then the man admitted he had been an 

alcoholic.  My father would only pray with the man if the man would agree to go to his sons and ask for 

forgiveness.  The principle is, “unforgiveness binds, forgiveness releases.”  When we are bound by 

unforgiveness, we are bound to do the same dumb mistakes our dads did.   
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 When we forgive, we release ourselves—and our children—from our mistakes.  Without forgiveness, we 

run the risk of becoming exactly like what we hated most in our own fathers. 

  

 My dad still made many mistakes.  I played all kinds of sports from childhood through college years but Dad 

came to fewer than five of my games.  Ever.  On the other hand, being a lifelong learner, he continued to move 

further away from his father’s pattern throughout his life.  Once, he took me on a weeklong horseback camping trip, 

which was the highlight of my teen years.  Dad was a lifelong learner and eventually became a great dad, one who 

was able to teach other fathers. 

 

 I am grateful for my father, but many are not so fortunate, either in their relationship with their father, or with 

their sons.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 24 million children in America live in homes where the 

biological father is absent.  In addition, the media’s portrayal of a father is that of “Family Guy’s” Peter Griffin or 

“The Simpsons’” Homer Simpson.  

 

When God created man, he gave him a job, to guide, guard and govern.  That job description remains today.  

When a man accepts that assignment from God, the family structure falls into place.  When he refuses to accept 

responsibility, the result is a family out of order, and even out of control.  We will never reach the perfect example 

of our Father, God, but we can forgive our fathers, and choose to be good fathers ourselves.  It’s not rocket science.  

God didn’t make us to be angels.  He made us to be men.  He doesn’t expect perfection.  He does expect us to try.   

 

A slightly scuffed autographed baseball sits on the bookshelf in my office.  It’s priceless.  Being a sports 

lover, I’ve seen Reggie Jackson hit homeruns, saw Ted Williams hit, Willie Mays, Sandy Koufax and more.  I’ve 

got sports memorabilia from every sport, but this baseball is tops.  This ball is the result of a hot, windy, dusty 

season in north Texas heat.  The team lost some, won some, got frustrated, laughed at goofy stuff and had fun.  Two 

of the signatures on that priceless baseball make it so valuable, they were the coach’s sons, Brandon and Bryce — 

my sons.  

As my children grew up we built a successful business, but I traveled constantly.  I had watched my father’s 

regret at missing my games and determined I would not do the same.  I put my children’s activities on my calendar 

first and gave them the same priority as my biggest client.  I was never the greatest coach, certainly not the greatest 

dad, but I was one thing—I was there.  Today my children, Lindsay, Brandon and Bryce are leaders in their 

community, faithful friends and vibrantly healthy men and women.  They are our life’s joy. 

 The greatest value of a father’s legacy is the faith he leaves in his child’s life. His child’s greatest treasure is their 

faith in God. It is of such value that it is invaluable.  

 

Ten years ago, Dad left this earth, but he left a legacy far different from the legacy left for him by his own father 

and his father’s father.  WHAT YOU DO IN LIFE BECOMES HISTORY – WHAT YOU PUT INTO MOTION 

BECOMES YOUR LEGACY… I have the privilege to build on that legacy.  Dad never got it exactly right, and 

neither will I.  But I forgive him his mistakes just as he forgave his dad.  I am definitely following my father’s 

pattern, as he once followed his father.  But the pattern is entirely different today.  No guy I know is going to stand 

up and say he’s the most awesome father around.  But each of us can do our best as we accept responsibility and 

pay attention to our relationships. You don’t have to be awesome.  You just have to be there. 

John 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when 

He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

What you forgive is RELEASED… 

Forgiveness opens, unforgiveness closes. 
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FOCUS: Heart of a Warrior  

 

Focusing your life is not about living with greater intensity, 

but living with greater intentionality. 

 

What you allow to capture and sustain your 

attention, will eventually control the direction of your life. 

 

Success is the result of constancy of purpose. 

 

Prayer strips away the inconsequential. 

 Why did Jesus pray? To tune out the traffic of the culture. 

 

Spiritual discernment : doors that God closed, doors that need to be pounded on. 

 

The radical pursuit of Christ brings death to selfish ambition. Most people don’t want to die. 

 

BAD DAYS JUST HAPPEN: It’s your trained response that makes the difference. 

 What will you do/say/feel when crap happens?? 

  It’s already inside you. 

 

PAUL SAID… 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27  Remember that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize. You also 

must run in such a way that you will win. 25 All athletes practice strict self-control. They do it to win a prize 

that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize.  26 So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every 

step. I am not like a boxer who misses his punches. 27  I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do 

what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified. FOCUS! 

  

DISTRACTION  is the devil’s hammer!   

 The most powerful word used by successful people is the word “NO”. 

  THE POWER OF “NO”. 

 

PROV. 29:18 Where there is no vision [no redemptive revelation of God], the people perish; but he who 

keeps the law [of God, which includes that of man]--blessed (happy, fortunate, and enviable) is he.  

18 When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. But whoever obeys the law is joyful. 

18 If people can't see what God is doing,  they stumble all over themselves; 

But when they attend to what he reveals,    they are most blessed. 

 

Preferred destiny… vision and the desire to see it come to pass. 

People with vision accomplish great things…because they don’t just dream – they DO. 

 

 “ONE WHO IS CONFUSED IN HIS PURPOSE, 

 CANNOT RESPOND TO HIS ENEMY.”    SUN TZU 

 

 “THE TRUE WORTH OF A MAN IS TO BE MEASURED  

BY THE OBJECTS HE PURSUES.”  MARCUS AURELIUS… 

 

Hosea 7:16 NLT “They look everywhere except to heaven, to the Most High. They are like a crooked bow 

that always misses its target.” 
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 BLIND BART. 

 

MARK 10 They spent some time in Jericho. As Jesus was leaving town, trailed by his disciples and a parade 

of people, a blind beggar by the name of Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, was sitting alongside the road. When 

he heard that Jesus the Nazarene was passing by, he began to cry out, "Son of David, Jesus! Mercy, have 

mercy on me!" Many tried to hush him up, but he yelled all the louder, "Son of David! Mercy, have mercy on 

me!" Jesus stopped in his tracks. "Call him over."  They called him. "It's your lucky day! Get up! He's calling 

you to come!" Throwing off his coat, he was on his feet at once and came to Jesus.  Jesus said, "What can I 

do for you?"                    The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to see." "On your way," said Jesus. "Your faith 

has saved and healed you."  In that very instant he recovered his sight and followed Jesus down the road.  

 

BART WAS BLIND, BUT HE HAD A VISION. 

 

IT WAS HIS FOCUS ON CHRIST THAT BROUGHT VISION TO HIS LIFE! 

 

 “Bring up a child in the way of the Story, and when they are older, they will return to it.” 

Our passions pull us… always lean into the passion of our heart. Prov. 22:6 

 

The Bible isn’t a set of rules/regulations – it’s a spectacular adventure – and we’ve been invited into it… 

It’s a story of heroes and murderers, kings and warriors…and the ultimate victory of life over death! 

 

PAUL SAID  - Philippians 3: 12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have 

already reached perfection. But I press on to capture that for which Christ Jesus captured me. 13 No, dear 

brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking 

forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

OPPORTUNITY ALWAYS COMES AS A DOOR MARKED ‘PUSH’. 

 

Vision creates five key elements in your life. 

 

1.  BOLDNESS 

Prov. 28:1 The wicked run away when no one is chasing them, but the godly are as bold as lions. 

Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant.  

If they watch every cloud, they never harvest. Ecclesiastes 11:4 

 

2.  ENERGY   

Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 

telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

DECISIONS ALWAYS PRODUCE ENERGY – 

INDECISION PRODUCE INERTIA. 

 

3.  CREATIVITY 

THE AMAZING CREATION OF GOD…BEAUTY IN THE SKY… 

MORE THAN 3700 TYPES OF LIZARDS IN THE WORLD! 

 

4. UNSHAKEABLE!  John 16:31-33  Jesus answered them, … “The Father is with me. I've told you all this 

so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world you will 

continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I've conquered the world." 
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5.  STRATEGY 

WISDOM, STRATEGY…VICTORY! 

 

FORGIVENESS: 

 

READ THE STORY OF JONAH. 

JONAH WAS DISTRACTED BY HIS IDENTITY… FEAR OF MAN. 

 

JONAH…  DECEIVED HIMSELF. BELIEVED HE COULD RUN FROM THE BATTLE. 

 

The CORE of deception is to deny God’s right of possession… 

“YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN. 

 YOU WERE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE.” 

 

The CHARACTER of deception is disagreement with God. 

 

The PATTERN of deception is: denial – deception – distraction – dislocation – disruption – destruction. 

 

The ESSENCE of deception is you don’t know it… 

  YOU’RE DECEIVED… 

 

The RESULT of deception is death. 

 

God is the God of the second chance… HE IS A GOD OF FORGIVENESS. 

 

God gave Jonah a second chance. Jonah had bailed on God ... but, God is always about the second chance.  

 

MY BROTHER - YOU ARE NOT DISQUALIFIED! 

 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.” 2 Cor. 5:17   
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FATHER : THE FOUNDATION OF IDENTITY. 

 

“ . . . everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made” 

   (Isaiah 43:7). 

  

“I will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will 

give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off” (Isaiah 56:5). 

 

DEFINITIONS ARE CRITICAL. 

 How we define God – How we define ourselves…  

 We make decisions based on definitions. 

 

When Abram became Abraham – it changed his expectations. 

 When God changes your name, it’s always a word of faith. 

 

What you allow to define you will determine your destiny. 

 

When you let others define you, they will always define you too small. 

 

I AM NOT DEFINED AS A MAN BY THE THINGS I STRUGGLE WITH. 

I AM DEFINED AS A MAN BY THE FACT, 

I AM A PASSIONATE PURSUER OF THE POWER OF HIS PRESENCE! 

 

 Romans 12:3 – Be transformed as your thinking is renewed. 

    YOU BECOME WHAT YOU THINK. 

 

2 Samuel 23:11 And after him was Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines had gathered 

together into a troop where there was a piece of ground full of lentils. So the people fled from the Philistines. 

12 But he stationed himself in the middle of the field, defended it, and killed the Philistines. So the Lord 

brought a great victory. 

 

IDENTITY: Nehemiah “Should a man such as I” 

  

 The temptations of Jesus were always based in identity. 

 “If you are the Christ” 

  

THE WORLD DEFINES A MAN BY HIS HANDS 

GOD DEFINES A MAN BY HIS HEART. 

 

“Your system of thinking is perfectly designed to achieve the results you’re now getting.”  THIS CAN BE 

MODIFIED BY YOUR THOUGHT-LIFE/FAITH/PRAYER AND FACING A CHALLENGE. Break it 

down, to build it up.  

 

Your thought life impacts the world…  

 

“Victorious warriors win first in their minds, and then go to war.  

  Defeated warriors go to war first and then seek to win.” Sun Tzu “The Art of War.” 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isaiah%2043.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isaiah%2056.5


 12 

Hebrews 13:5,6 …for He [God] Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you nor give you up nor leave 

you without support.  I will not, I will not, I will not in any degree leave you helpless, nor forsake nor let you 

down (relax My hold on you)! Assuredly not! 

 

GOD is our Father, all that exists were created by the power of His word, except for man – Mankind was 

created by His hands. Man was created for relationship. 

 

JESUS SAID    Pray this way…  “Our Father in heaven, Holy is Your name.  Your kingdom come, Your will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.  For Yours is the 

Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

FATHER PROVIDES…   Love, Acceptance, Value,  

    Intimacy, Discipline, Security. 

 

LOVE is the desire to benefit others, even at the expense of self. 

LUST is the desire to benefit self, even at the expense of others. 

 

GOD WANTS IN A MAN, WHAT EVERY WOMAN WANTS… 

Consistency, decisiveness and strength 

 

1 COR. 13…When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child.  BUT when I became I man, I 

put away childish things. 

 

IMMATURE MAN IS CHILDISH… (like children they are;) 

 CENTER OF HIS OWN UNIVERSE 

 WANTS HIS OWN WAY, TEMPER TANTRUMS 

 DOES NOT CARE ABOUT RESULTS OF ACTIONS. 

 CANNOT MANAGE OWN LIFE, INCONSISTENT. 

SUBJECT ONLY TO CONCRETE AUTHORITY. 

  

1 COR. 4:15 ‘10,000 instructors, not many fathers.’ 

KEY – An Instructor will tell you what he knows… 

A FATHER gives you who he is. 

 

JER 29:11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of 

evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

    

JESUS ON THE CROSS   MATT. 27:46  

 “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

 “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?!” 

  

PSALM 22. The singer sings a song! 

 

DEFINE YOUR CONVICTIONS/TRUE HEART/PASSION/PURPOSE/PREFERRED DESTINY… 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE IT TO LOOK LIKE IN FIVE YEARS?! 

 

What decision would you make right now – if it were your last on earth. 

 

“Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly.” 

 RFK 
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OVERCOMING FEAR – LIVING IN FAITH – BUILDING COURAGE! 

  

“Do today what others won’t, do tomorrow what others can’t.” SMOKE JUMPER CREED. 

 

LUKE 21:25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of 

nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 men’s hearts failing them from fear and the 

expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these 

things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.” 

 

EXPECTATION:  

 Faith – Conviction that what you expect will come to pass. 

 

 Fear – Conviction that what you expect will come to pass. 

 

TWO KINGDOMS. 

 

 Luke 8.  The disciples are with Jesus, in a boat in a violent storm – a storm so intense they actually 

fear they could die.  These are the disciples and they are with Jesus – and they are covered up with fear!   

We learn here, it is natural to have fear.   Jesus stopped the storm - Jesus declared faith against fear – peace 

in the storm.  Peace is defined by the world as ‘the absence of war’ – but God says true peace is His presence 

in the middle of a war.  He is the peace in the storm! 

 

"Don’t keep on worrying about anything, but in everything pray! Then God’s peace will guard you like a 

sentinel—your heart and mind secured" Phil. 4:6 

 

God did not give us a spirit of fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-

balanced mind and discipline and self-control. 2 Timothy 1:7 

 

 THE NEGATIVE IS ALWAYS TRANSITORY - 

 GOD FINISHES WHAT HE BEGINS AND  

 ALWAYS ENDS IN THE POSITIVE. 

  

Philippians 1:3   I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making 

request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident 

of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 

 

 “YOU CANNOT FIGHT HARD,  

 UNLESS YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE FIGHTING TO WIN." Teddy Roosevelt 

 

1 John 4:4   Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] defeated and overcome 

the enemy, because - He Who lives in you is greater (mightier) than he who is in the world. 

 

 COURAGE IS THE RESULT OF EMBRACED DESTINY! 

   

Enthusiasm is a motivating force, but you cannot build a life on it.   Optimism is an attitude that keeps a 

person positive in outlook but is unable to sustain life.  

Faith is a substance upon which life can be built, and truth is its foundation.   

  

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
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 FAITH ATTRACTS THE POSITIVE 

 FEAR ATTRACTS NEGATIVE 

 

ROMANS 8: 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.  38 

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels 

nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 

separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all 

creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 A CHAMPION IS NOT A MAN WHO NEVER FAILS…  

 BUT A MAN WHO NEVER QUITS. 

 

1 "When you go out to fight your enemies and you face horses and chariots and an army greater than your 

own, do not be afraid. The LORD your God, who brought you safely out of Egypt, is with you! 2 Before you 

go into battle, the priest will come forward to speak with the troops. 3 He will say, 'Listen to me, all you men 

of Israel! Do not be afraid as you go out to fight today! Do not lose heart or panic. 4 For the LORD your 

God is going with you! He will fight for you against your enemies, and he will give you victory!'  

Deuteronomy 20:1-9  

 

MT 19:26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them,  

“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

 

 

JOHN 14:12 WHAT I’VE DONE, MY DISCIPLES WILL DO - *YOU WILL DO 

                  AND MORE OF IT! ALL OVER THE WORLD! 

 

WHAT YOU CONFESS YOU ARE COMMITTED TO! WORDS HAVE CREATIVE POWER. 

 

EZEKIEL 37  1 The LORD took hold of me, and I was carried away by the Spirit of the LORD to a valley 

filled with bones. 2 He led me all around among the bones that covered the valley floor. They were scattered 

everywhere across the ground and were completely dried out. 3 Then he asked me, “Son of man, can these 

bones become living people again?” 

   “O Sovereign LORD,” I replied, “you alone know the answer to that.” 4 Then he said to me, “Speak a 

prophetic message to these bones and say, ‘Dry bones, listen to the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Look! I am going to put breath into you and make you live again! 6 I will put flesh and 

muscles on you and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you, and you will come to life. Then you will 

know that I am the LORD.’” 

 7 So I spoke this message, just as he told me. Suddenly as I spoke, there was a rattling noise all across the 

valley. The bones of each body came together and attached themselves as complete skeletons. 8 Then as I 

watched, muscles and flesh formed over the bones. Then skin formed to cover their bodies, but they still had 

no breath in them. 

 9 Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to the winds, son of man. Speak a prophetic message and 

say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, O breath, from the four winds! Breathe into these dead 

bodies so they may live again.’” 

 10 So I spoke the message as he commanded me, and breath came into their bodies. They all came to life and 

stood up on their feet—a great army. 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 

GENESIS 15 1 Some time later, the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 

 10 So Abram presented all these to him and killed them. Then he cut each animal down the middle and laid 

the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half. 11 Some vultures swooped down to eat 

the carcasses, but Abram chased them away 

 

 WHEN YOU RECEIVE THE PROMISE FROM GOD – THE ENEMY WILL TRY TO KILL IT. 

 

STAND AND SPEAK TO THE VULTURES! 

ABRAM CHASED AWAY THE VULTURES. 

 

 “His presence produces the atmosphere of the creative, your word produces energy.” 

  YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN YOU. 

  YOU SPEAK TO THE VULTURES! 
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FUTURE : FIGHT! 

 

2 Corinthians 10:4 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the 

strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments. 

 

What you desire in the natural must first be obtained in the supernatural. 

 And, then you fight to pull it into the realm of reality. 

 Most men tire of pulling… 

 

Modern battlefield strategy is based on adapting to rapidly changing conditions. 

True warrior adapts prior to need. Sense the change, embrace the pain. Bring solutions. 

 

 Most men don’t change until the pain of staying the same  

                     becomes greater than the pain of changing. 

 

Spiritual… gut feeling… stomach reacts to things your body will need to do, ahead of your 

cognitive understanding being able to interpret… 

 

Power of One Man: 

Joshua Chamberlain changed the course of the Civil War. 

Read the book Daring – a carpenter named Christian David changed future of the church.  

A man who had failed and was just taking care of sheep in the desert for 40 years became the 

champion that led Israel out of captivity in Egypt – that was Moses!  

ONE MAN MAKES A DIFFERENCE. 

 

One man is not an army: One man against an army…is dead. 

  But one radical man makes the difference. 

 

 “Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of their minds wake in the day to find 

that it was vanity : but the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for they may act their dream 

with open eyes, to make it possible.”  TE Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) 

 

Forge/build mental toughness – NavySeals – you can do 20X what you think you can do. 

 “Strong determination defeats stunted definition.” 

 

“Success seems to be largely a matter of hanging on after others have let go.” William Feather  

 

“I just stayed around longer than anyone else who got off the same bus.” Harrison Ford 

 

GALATIANS 6 Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who 

are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not 

to fall into the same temptation yourself. 2 Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the 

law of Christ. 3 If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling 

yourself. You are not that important. 

4"Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then sink 

yourself into that... Don't compare yourself with others." (MSG) 

 

“Let's just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing 

ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren't.” (Romans 12:6 MSG) 
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ENDURANCE!  

 

TENACIOUS - persistent in maintaining, adhering to, or seeking something valued or desired 

 

36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may 

receive the promise: 37 "For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not 

tarry.   

38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."   

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of 

the soul. Hebrews 10:36-39 

 

 

THE TRUE HEROES OF OUR WORLD,  

ARE THOSE WHO AWAY FROM THE GLARE OF THE SPOTLIGHT… 

WHO IN THE ANONYMITY OF DAILY LIFE… 

IN THE FACE OF GREATEST ODDS… OVERCOME GREAT OBSTACLES 

LIVE THE ENDURING LIFE OF CHRIST… AND JUST SHOW UP. 

AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AGAIN… SO ARE MANY OF YOU. 

 

 

“Do or do not, there is no ‘try’” Yoda,  Empire Strikes Back. 

 

*People who lean into risk aversion always have an excuse ready: 

“Well, God knew who should be here” – low attendance because they didn’t do the work. 

 “It’s just a tough area…” – didn’t share faith in marketplace 

  

  Other excuses we all use in the church??  Describe: 

 

John 16:31-33  Jesus answered them, … “The Father is with me. I've told you all this so that 

trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world you will 

continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I've conquered the world." 

 

FAITH IS AN OFFENSIVE WEAPON. 

 ALWAYS ON OFFENSE!  

 THE POWER OF UNWAVERING FAITH! CONFIDENCE… 

 

PAUL… 

 

THREE MISSIONARY JOURNEYS… 

NOW IN CHAINS BOUND FOR ROME… 

 

SHIPWRECKED…MALTA Acts 28:3-6 

3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out 

because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 So when the natives saw the creature hanging 

from his hand, they said to one another, "No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has 

escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live." 5 But he shook off the creature into the fire 

and suffered no harm.  

 

GET UP!! SHAKE IT OFF!! 

He passionately loves you and you have an awesome destiny in His plan. 

Shake it off and just show up. 
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DREAMS ARE THE SUBSTANCE OF EVERY GREAT ACHIEVEMENT. 

 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

 

Joseph had a dream and it almost killed him. They stole his coat, but could not steal his dream!  

 

A vision is only a dream until you attach a date to it. 

   

 

MAKING YOUR DREAMS HAPPEN. 

 The life of Caleb, a faithful man. 

 Numbers 13/ Joshua 14 

 

1. Embrace the Dream. 

  Be identified with it.  Issue of the heart.  Seeing through God’s eyes. 

  Gal. 5:22-25 Psalm 37 

 

2. Declare the Dream. 

  Speak the word of faith. 

  God called Gideon a mighty man of valor by faith.  Judges 6.  Heb. 11:3. 

 

3. Hold on to the Dream. 

  Tenacious, persistent faith.  Heb. 10:35,36.  Luke 21:19. 

 

4. Follow the Dream. 

 

5. Fight for the Dream. 

 

6. Let God fulfill the Dream. 

 

 

ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 

 

SIMPLIFY : Life is complex – simplify the battlefield: low-hanging fruit. 

  Make the tough call first. Declutter your life.  

 Let others help, even if it’s at 80%. 

 

MATCH TALENT AND RESOURCES.  

 BUT, build your talent for larger resources… 

 Never restrict your faith to the level of your resources. 

 

EXCELLENCE is a cultured lifestyle. 

 It has become a habit – started with thinking – then, doing. 

 

CLEAR communication permits progress 
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FINISH STRONG. 

 

GAL. 5:6 For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 

anything, but only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love.  7 You 

were running the race nobly. Who has interfered in (hindered and stopped you from) your 

heeding and following the Truth? 

 

“What you do in life, is history. 

What you put into motion, is legacy.” 

 

GIDEON – JUDGES 6 – 8. Read the story of Gideon. Started strong – but when he died he lost 

his kingdom. Why? He didn’t disciple his 70 sons. 

 

BECAUSE YOU HAVE PASSION AT THE START  

DOES NOT MEAN YOU WILL HAVE PURPOSE AT THE FINISH. 

 

 

FOUR KEYS TO FINISHING STRONG …  

 

 ONE.  *STAY FOCUSED ON THE FINISH. 

Phil 3:12 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 

lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God 

will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." (2 Tim. 4:7) 

 

REVERSE ENGINEERING…WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR EPITAPH TO SAY?? 

  RUTH GRAHAM - “End of construction. Thank you for your patience.” 

 

 TWO. **KEEP WALKING… NOT SPRINT… IT’S A WALK. 

  

JESUS IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE – NOT THE PRINCE OF PANIC. 

 

  NEVER QUIT.  FAILURE ISN’T FATAL, QUITTING IS. 

 

Endurance…  JAMES 1 ENDURE THE TRIALS OF LIFE. 

 

THREE.  **INTIMACY WITH GOD. FRIENDSHIP. 

 

INTIMACY IS A PRACTICED POSITION. 

PRAYER PRODUCES INTIMACY. PRAYER IS FUELED BY HIS WORD. 

 

King David wrote, "When You said, 'Seek My face,' my heart said to You,  'Your face, O Lord, 

I shall seek'" (Psalms 27:8).  

James  4:8 to "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you." 

LEARNED CORPORATELY – PRACTICED PRIVATELY. 
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FOUR:  BAND OF BROTHERS : FRIENDS. 

 

MARK 2 Four friends lower their paralyzed friend…  

and he is healed because of their faith…!! 

 

Paralyzed men need friends… we are all paralyzed in some area of our life. 

 To have friends, be friendly. Do things for others…love. 

 

ABRAHAM… FATHER OF FAITH… 

 FRIEND OF GOD… 

 

In Genesis 23 - Abraham was promised a nation, a homeland and a spiritual heritage. 

This would all come through Isaac… He was the promise. 

  

Abraham created a number of issues for the Promise.   Before Isaac (the Promise) was born,  

Abraham created Ishmael, who became an enemy to the Promise.  After Sarah’s death he created 

through a mistress a number of other sons, who also became enemies of the Promise, including 

the Midianites…  

And his sons did the same thing - Esau’s son Eliphaz who’s liaison with a mistress produced the 

Amalekites! (Gen. 36) 

 

CHARACTER OF THE KINGDOM EMANATES 

FROM THE CHARACTER OF THE KING… 

 

KEY: James 2:2 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it 

 was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. 

Isa 41:8  "But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen,  

the descendants of Abraham My friend. 

 

Prov 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the 

 countenance of his friend. 

Prov 17:17 A friend loves at all times,  

and a brother is born for adversity. 

 

A BROTHER IS NOT NECESSARILY A FRIEND… 

A FRIEND IS ALWAYS YOUR BROTHER… 

 

In John 11 Jesus is sent word that the man He loves  

                  is about to die…  LAZARUS 

Lazarus is dead. His friend is dead, yet Jesus waits a couple more days.  It is a plan. 

 

READ JOHN 12:9-11  There is so much happening at the house of Lazarus, the religious leaders 

plot to also kill Lazarus.  Often overlooked but huge implications… 

 

JOHN 15:13"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. 

14 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 "No longer do I call you 

servants, for a servant   does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 "You did not choose 

Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 

should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

17 "These things I command you, that you love one another. 


