
Rhino  
Rescue
Student Saif Bhatti created 
a smart device to stop 
poachers in their tracks. 
P. 34
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AI Spots Cancer P. 11 … Prison Education Frees the Mind P. 24 …  
The Greek Freak’s Agent P. 40 … Wine Without the Headache P. 49 … 
Telling Black Chicago’s Story  P. 63 ... A Centenarian Songwriter P. 72

“ We ask people to focus in on 
everyone else. Improv is first and 
foremost about listening.” P. 58
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Grace from  
the Rubble 
by Jeanne Bishop

When Bud Welch lost his 
23-year-old daughter, Julie, 
in the 1995 bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building, he was consumed 
by grief at the loss of his only 
daughter and rage toward the 
perpetrator, Timothy McVeigh. 
Over time, however, Welch 
discovered that his anger 
wasn’t helping him to heal. 
Connecting with McVeigh’s 
father, Bill, he found peace 
and argued against McVeigh’s 
execution. Jeanne Bishop 
’81, ’84 JD, a Cook County 
assistant public defender, 
explores the friendship 
between these two fathers 
in her new book, Grace from 
the Rubble: Two Fathers’ 
Road to Reconciliation After 
the Oklahoma City Bombing 
(2020). Bishop has dealt 
with tragedy in her own life. 
She lost her sister, Nancy, 
her brother-in-law and the 
couple’s unborn child to 
murder in 1990. Bishop’s 
first book, Change of Heart: 
Justice, Mercy and Making 
Peace with My Sister’s Killer 
(2015), discusses her journey 
toward forgiveness. 

After performing at opera festivals around Europe, tenor Chase Henry Hopkins ’12 
wanted to create the same musical atmosphere in his hometown, Edwardsville, Ill. 
So in 2018 he founded Opera Edwardsville to develop performances, arts education 
and community collaborations through live opera. A sellout crowd of 350 guests 
attended the inaugural concert at the historic Wildey Theatre, built in 1909. “I’m 
really interested in creating an arts organization that is not evangelical in nature but 
is actually being developed by and for this community,” says Hopkins, the company’s 
artistic director. He is also interim general director at Chicago’s Haymarket Opera 
Company. Only in its second year, Opera Edwardsville has partnered with Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville to offer master classes and children’s programs. The 
company also seeks to bridge the divide between artist and audience by hosting 
meet-and-greets with the singers. Evan Bravos ’13 MMus, Sofia Troncoso ’13 and Julie 
Tabash Kelsheimer ’11, ’11 CERT have performed at Opera Edwardsville, and Bienen 
School of Music professor Karen Brunssen has taught master classes for the company. 

THE ARTS

Fandom of the Opera

MUSIC

Professor’s Debut Album 
Tackles Love and Justice 
In the classroom, Danny M. Cohen  
’06 MA, ’11 PhD grapples with the big 
issues. An associate professor in both the 
School of Education and Social Policy and 
the Crown Family Center for Jewish and 
Israel Studies, he teaches social change, 
human rights and Holocaust history. 

Outside the classroom, the London 
native is an author, nonprofit leader and 
folk-rock singer-songwriter. In 2017 he 
formed the Chicago band They Won’t 
Win alongside Greg Lanier after the two 
men discovered a shared passion for 
music. Having performed throughout the 
city, the duo expanded and released their 
debut album, Lost at Sea, in June 2019. 

The album is a personal exploration 
of everything from mental health and 
LGBTQ acceptance to homelessness 
and modern love. “One of us will start 
writing a song,” explains Cohen, “and the 
other will say, ‘What’s that really about?’ 
Then we’ll sort of push each other, 
especially on the lyrics.”

While Cohen uses music as a respite 
from his teaching and research, social 

topics unintentionally found their way 
into the album’s lyrics. Both he and 
Lanier are gay, married fathers and have 
close friends and family members who 
have experienced hardship, including 
homelessness and abuse. Their parallel 
backgrounds also extend to their 
professional work in social justice. 

“All of these social issues started to 
bubble up to the surface,” says Cohen. 
“Some parts of the album could be used 
to help communities have conversations 
they’re currently not having.”

Though Cohen acknowledges the 
potential power of the project, he doesn’t 
believe the album has a central message. 
As he points out, even the band’s name — 
a nod to the Crowded House song “Don’t 
Dream It’s Over” — wasn’t intended to be 
a statement. 

“It’s up to each listener to decide 
what they want to take,” he says. “We just 
wanted to write songs that we would 
find beautiful — songs that, if we had 
discovered them out in the world, we 
would wish we had written them.”

is also working with 
restaurants and wineries.

Kornacki, who lives in 
Miami Beach, Fla., says he 
knew he wasn’t cut out for 
a job as a bench scientist 
and wanted an opportunity 
to chart his own course. 

“Science is driven 
almost entirely by 
curiosity, or at least it 
should be,” Kornacki said 
in an interview with the 
Farley Center. “And if 
you’re a good scientist, 
you’re self-directed 
and you are operating 
independently. In many 
respects, entrepreneurship 
is really the same thing.”

Kornacki acknowledges 
that combining his 
chemistry expertise with 
his business ambitions 
was initially a challenge, 
especially when it came to 
“understanding that there’s 
a human element to all the 
decisions you’re making,” 
he told the Farley Center. 

But Kornacki says he 
has found fulfillment. 
“Designing chemistry 
for an industrial process 
just isn’t as much fun as 
creating something that 
people are going to use.”

his search for investors. 
By 2016 Üllo was shipping 

purifiers to consumers. Its 
filters are available online and 
with major retailers, including 
Williams Sonoma and Sur 
La Table and at select Costco 
locations nationwide. Kornacki 

Northwestern doctoral student 
James Kornacki looked at the 
boxed wine in his kitchen and 
considered a question: Could 
he use his chemistry expertise 
to remove the sulfites that 
can cause headaches for wine 
drinkers and affect the taste?

Many wine loves, 
including members of 
Kornacki’s family, struggle 
with a sensitivity to sulfites 
— preservatives used in food 
and beverages. Kornacki drew 
from his research experience 
in the lab, where he was 
studying the biochemical 
properties of antioxidant 
wine compounds. While 
completing his doctorate, 
Kornacki set up a homemade 
lab in his apartment and 
created a polymer technology 
to remove free sulfites from 
wine and restore it to its 

original, from-the-vintner 
purity and taste. The purifier 
also doubles as an aerator, 
boosting flavors in red wines.

“Resin inside our filter 
captures just the sulfites.  
We can remove them 
without messing up the wine 
chemistry,” explains Kornacki 
’15 PhD, who founded Üllo 
in 2014. (The “Ü” in Üllo is a 
reference to a symbol used by 
alchemists to describe purity.)  

Kornacki, Üllo’s CEO, 
refined the idea as part 
of the Farley Center for 
Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation’s NUVention: 
Nanotechnology course and 
then participated in the NU 
Venture Challenge (now 
VentureCat), a student pitch 
competition where he won 
$5,000 — enough money to 
file for a patent and launch 
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Pure Wine  
Made Simple
Chemistry alum James Kornacki 
invented a purification process to 
remove sulfites from wine. 

↑ Danny M. Cohen, right, and 
bandmate Greg Lanier




