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The air bubbles will cause warm water to rise to the surface, which will heat the water around
the dock, and thus prevent the water from freezing up. In all honesty, the solution is not perfect,
but it can be as long as you consider this:

1. If the lake levels are too low because of drainage or any other reason, the bubbler might
malfunction, which can be detrimental to its integrity.

2. Even though a bubbler is great at keeping a dock free from ice, a strong wind can pick up ice
from the body of water and damage your dock.

If you do decide to get a bubble, it's best to turn it on in late November, and it should be turned
off in late January when the ice has frozen over and stabilized. 

You can turn the bubbler back on in March, as the ice starts to shift and melt. However, these
are just general guidelines, and depending on where you live, the winter might be shorter or
longer, so keep an eye out for the weather.

Another great solution is the dock de-icer, which works as an agitator by circulating the water
toward the surface. The device is submerged underwater where it creates a thrust of water
toward the surface. This creates a boiling effect which keeps the water moving outward to open
up large holes in the ice. A dock de-icer can also be angled closer to horizontal to create a
longer but narrower opening.

Some of the most popular models of dock de-icers are the Power House Ice Eater, Kasco Dock 
De-Icer, and Scott Aerator Dock De-Icer. These de-icers can be connected to a thermostat or 
timer in order to regulate the usage time and limit the quantity of open water. 

Whichever device you choose to protect your dock will need to run for several hours a day. You 
can experiment with running it less and more to find the optimal amount of time to keep a 
significant opening and minimize operating costs. In some cases you may need to run it most of 
the day, while in other conditions you may be able to run it for only a few hours.

Effective Usage Tips
In order to get the most out of your dock protection solutions, there are some things that one
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