
The Hamilton Bulldogs 
face the second half of the 
season with a strong team 
that holds the top spot in 
the Eastern Conference. 
Ranked among the CHL 
top ten, the successes that 
made up the fi rst half of 
the hockey season have 
made the Bulldogs serious 
contenders for winning 
the East Division. Early on, 
however, it was a rocky start for the team until they hit 
their stride about a quarter way into the season.

Scoring was a major issue for the Bulldogs from the outset. 
With only 42 goals in the fi rst 17 games, they were among 
the league’s lowest scorers after the fi rst quarter. It was 
a different story by mid-season, however. The team made 
their debut in the CHL top 10 rankings in late November, 
by which time their scoring output had almost doubled. At 
the close of 2017 their 96 goals had lifted them into the 
top half tier of the league for scoring. 

The improvements can be attributed to a few factors 
according to Bulldogs coach and former NHL defenseman 
John Gruden. 

“The number one thing is we got healthy,” says Gruden. 
A number of players, including Arizona Coyotes prospect 
Mackenzie Entwistle, were sidelined due to injuries early 
in the season. 

“Once the players returned to the ice, that made a huge 
difference. It got us back on track and consistently winning 
more games,” explains Gruden, who also recognized the 
addition of Dallas Stars prospect, Nicholas Caamano, for 
raising the team’s performance to a higher level. 

Solid goaltending has 
also played a big role in 
the team’s success, so 
far. 19-year-old starting 
goaltender kaden 
Fulcher has performed 
consistently since game 
one. The Detroit Red 
Wings prospect is top 10 
in the OHL in saves and 
goals against average 
this season.

Looking ahead, there’s good reason to feel optimistic 
about the team’s prospects. Gruden cautions, however, 
that despite their recent successes, nothing will be 
handed to them. The second half of the season will see a 
focus on style of play. 

“We will run through adversity, and it’s important how we 
handle that,” says Gruden. “It’s okay to be comfortable but 
we need to keep showing up and raise the bar even higher 
if we want to be a championship team.” 

Adding St. Louis Blues prospect, Robert Thomas, to the 
Bulldogs is the most recent indication that the team has 
its eyes set on the East division and OHL championship. 
The 18-year-old was part of Canada’s National Junior 
team that won the gold medal at this year’s World Junior 
Hockey Championship. He also won the under-17 World 
Championship with Canada and was part of the knights 
team that secured the OHL Championship and the 
Memorial Cup in 2016.

“He’s a proven winner. The players will see how he 
approaches every practice and game,” says Gruden. “I 
think he’s the most complete player in junior hockey and 
now he’s on our team. We’re excited about that.” 
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Gruden is quick to point out the extraordinary environment 
within which the team operates. Owner Michael Andlauer, 
along with president and GM, Steve Staios, have created 
an atmosphere that is clearly committed to the team’s 
success. The staff support – from the coaches to the 
equipment managers – have been instrumental to the 
team’s continued improvement. 

“It’s a lot easier for us to do our job when we have great 
staff to take care of everything else,” contends Gruden. 
“Having an owner who is committed to doing what’s best 
for the players is huge.”

Certainly, fans won’t be disappointed as the second half 
of the season unfolds. Hamilton is known for its dedicated 
fan base, and the Bulldogs have the grit and power to earn 
the support of its steeltown spectators. 

– head Coach John Gruden“ ”
It’s okay to be comfortable but we need to keep showing up and 
raise the bar even higher if we want to be a championship team.

By Danielle Leonard
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