
The Robert brothers – Jean-Philippe, François-Xavier and Guillaume – are acquiring the interna-
tionally renowned Canadian luxury brand, WANT Les Essentiels, established in Montréal since 
2007. This acquisition is part of the growth plan of these Canadian entrepreneurs, who also own 
the winter coat brand, Quartz Co.

“WANT Les Essentiels is a brand we have observed for several years with great respect. It 
stands out for its catalogue of exceptional flagship products, recognized worldwide, emerging 
from a rich creative universe that also integrates quality, responsible design, and functionality. 
This acquisition allows us to consolidate our position in the premium clothing and accessories 
market,” explains Jean-Philippe Robert, President of Quartz Co.

Timeless, minimal and functional, the WANT Les Essentiels product line includes bags, shoes, 
and accessories made from meticulously sourced materials and thoughtful attention to detail. 
The products are sold online (wantlesessentiels.com) and at premium retailers in Canada, the 
United States, Europe, and Asia, including Bloomingdale’s, Assembly, Carbon38, Litchfield, 
mrporter.com, farfetch.com and Liberty of London.

“Under our vision, the two brands will be developed so that each can express itself clearly  
and freely. Even though WANT Les Essentiels and Quartz Co. share a similar product design 
philosophy, each has its own DNA, which we intend to respect and value,” Jean-Philippe  
Robert explains.

Since 2015, the group led by the Robert brothers has tripled its sales and grown at a rate of 
40% year over year. Its winter coats, designed and manufactured in Québec, are sold at major 
fashion banners and well-known outdoor stores in more than 15 countries, mainly in Canada, 
United States, Germany, France, Japan, Norway, and Greenland.
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“I am convinced that WANT Les Essentiels will continue to flourish thanks to the leadership of 
Jean-Philippe, François-Xavier and Guillaume Robert. Their solid expertise in the fashion and 
luxury industry will allow them to propel the growth of this iconic Montréal brand, recognized 
all over the world,” declares Mark Wiltzer, Managing Partner, Mark Edwards Group and 
co-founder of WANT Les Essentiels. 

ACCELERATED GROWTH: IN ACQUISITION MODE

In 2019, the entrepreneurs acquired Confection Bécotte of Victoriaville and Les Confections 
Stroma, a major clothing manufacturing workshop established in Montréal for 50 years, allowing 
them to double Quartz Co.’s winter coat production capacity and triple its workforce. 

In 2020, the Robert brothers expanded their new plant in Montréal’s St-Michel borough and  
decided to invest in the purchase of new equipment to produce thousands of gowns for car-
egiving personnel in the fight against COVID-19. In September 2020, they opened their first 
Montréal boutique. This new space, located in Mile End, accommodates a showroom, a store,  
a design studio, and an area that can host events and pop-up installations.

Quartz Co. is strongly established in Québec, with two factories, a boutique, an atelier, and its 
head office in the Greater Montréal. The company’s owners will now manage all the activities 
of WANT Les Essentiels, particularly design, manufacturing, marketing, and distribution, while 
integrating the current team based in Montréal.

A NEW GENERATION OF ENTREPRENEURS

Jean-Philippe, François-Xavier and Guillaume Robert, engineers in industrial, electrical, and  
civil engineering respectively, have extensive fashion and business management experience.  
The three brothers work as a team on the advancement and development of Quartz Co. and 
WANT Les Essentiels. As President, Jean-Philippe leads sales, marketing, and product develop-
ment. As Chief Operating Officer, François-Xavier ensures the implementation of the manufac-
turing and digital strategies and manages the Company’s finances. Guillaume oversees  
production, procurement, and continuous improvement.



ABOUT WANT LES ESSENTIELS

Founded in 2007 in Montréal by Byron and Dexter Peart and Mark and Jacqueline Wiltzer, 
WANT Les Essentiels specializes in luxury bags, shoes and accessories of minimalist, timeless 
and functional design. Recognized for its commitment to sustainability, the brand furthers 
Montréal’s expertise in design and craftsmanship worldwide. Its products are sold online 
(wantlesessentiels.com) and at premium retailers in Canada, the United States, Europe and 
Asia, including Bloomingdale’s, Assembly, Carbon38, Litchfield, mrporter.com, farfetch.com 
and Liberty of London.

ABOUT QUARTZ CO.

Founded in Québec in 1997, Quartz Co. has earned a leading position in the premium winter 
coat industry in Canada and abroad. Its products are recognized for their high quality, reliability, 
lightweight and resistance to cold climate. 

Acquired in 2015, Quartz Co. is now led by three young entrepreneurs, Jean-Philippe, 
François-Xavier and Guillaume Robert. Trained engineers, the three brothers are keen to build 
a strong brand with timeless design, combining performance, know-how and sustainable vision. 
The Quartz Co. team is part of the next generation of Canadian winter coat manufacturers that 
will propel our tradition of excellence to new heights.
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