
On your bookshelf and mine there are already some excellent Bible

handbooks. We use them regularly and are grateful for them. The Victor

Journey through the Bible is not intended to replace them, or to compete with

them, but is a new, important reference work to serve another purpose.

Most Bible handbooks are arranged book by book, chapter by chapter, and

verse by verse through the Bible. A few are arranged topically. When you

approach Bible study with either method, these handbooks provide a direct

access to the information sought.

Many people, however, approach the Bible story by story. Millions of

teachers, parents, pastors, and Christian education workers focus much

of their work on Bible stories. Yet, to our knowledge, there has never been a

Bible handbook organized by story through the Bible. Now the Victor Journey

through the Bible does this, moving through the Bible, story by story, with

background information in word and picture for almost 250 important Bible

stories. It provides a storehouse of authentic material relating to these favorite

stories—including hundreds of drawings taken from objects or monuments

of Bible times, photos of Bible lands today, archaeological discoveries,

reconstructions, and colorful maps which show the Bible in action. Altogether

there are more than 700 illustrations, more than any other volume of its kind.

To make this treasury of materials useful to all, including children, I

have written the text in an easy-to-read style, with much emphasis on interest

as well as information.

Many of the stories included in this volume feature common themes, such

as shepherds, money, costume, and warfare. We have taken care not to repeat

the same information; for this reason, it is important to make good use of the

very extensive index to discover additional important facts and illustrations

about chosen themes and stories.

Every library—home, church, and school—may find this important

reference work widely useful. It will enrich Sunday School lesson preparation,

sermon preparation, devotions, and Bible storytelling. It will become an

important resource for all Bible study.



THE OLD
TESTAMENT



From nothing, God made the world and
all that surrounds it and all that is in it.
He spoke the word, and it happened.
That was Creation.

THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION

Day I
God created light and separated the light
from the darkness. The light He called
day, and the darkness He called night.

Day 3
God separated the oceans from the dry
land. He then created every kind of plant
and tree, each bearing its own seed.

Day 2
God made the earth and the heavens (the
universe and the skies), and separated
the two.

Day 4
God created the sun, moon, and stars. He
placed them in the heavens to provide
light for the earth and seasons for the
year.



Day 6
God created man and all the animals,
and placed man in charge of the animals.
He also told man to multiply and fill the
earth.

THE BIBLE WORLD

Compared with the whole world
we know today, the Bible world
was small. Included in the world
of Bible events is the ancient
Near East, sometimes called
"The Cradle of Civilization"
because the earliest-known
nations have been found there.
Countless empires have fallen,
but even today this area
remains in the world's spotlight.

Day 5
God made fish and all other creatures
that live in the oceans and lakes. He also
made birds to fly above the earth.

Day 7
God rested from all the work He had done
while creating the world.



Some have suggested that
pomegranate was the tempting
fruit. It is common in the Middle
East today and was commonly
known in Bible times.

God created the world and all that is in
it and all that surrounds it. He also
created a man and a woman, and called
them Adam and Eve. God placed them
in a beautiful garden called Eden and
gave them all they needed. But Satan
came, and tempted them to want more.
That led to sin, and sin led to ruin.

The Garden of Eden
No one knows the exact location of the
Garden of Eden, but the Bible offers a
clue. It tells of a river that flowed out of
the garden and divided into four
branches. Two of them, the Tigris and
Euphrates, flow through the modern
countries of Syria, Iraq, and Turkey. The
other two branches are called the Pishon
and Gihon and their locations remain a

mystery today. Most scholars believe that
the Garden of Eden was located
somewhere near the head of the Persian
Gulf, at the junction of the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers.

No trace of the beautiful garden has
been found and some think that it
withered and died when God expelled
Adam and Eve. Others believe it was
destroyed by the great Flood in the days of
Noah. Some think it still exists.

Cherubim
The Bible mentions two kinds of spiritual
beings created by God—angels, who are
in fellowship with God, and demons, who
are in rebellion against God. Many
believe there are different kinds or ranks
of angels and that cherubim fit into one
of these ranks.

The appearances of cherubim are
mentioned only a few times in the Bible.
Ezekiel saw them in a vision, but could
not express in words their actual
appearance. He said that cherubim
looked like men (Ezek. 1:5), but had two
faces (41:18, a man and a lion), or four
faces (1:6, 10;10:l4, a man, a lion, an ox,
and an eagle). Some had two wings (1
Kings 6:24) and others four (Ezek.
1:6,11). Cherubim are usually associated
with fire. They and a flaming sword
guarded the entrance to the Garden of
Eden (Gen. 3:24).

Throughout Bible times carved
cherubim were used for idol-worship in
pagan temples. Heathen cultures such as
the Babylonians and Assyrians depicted
cherubim as winged humans with an
eagle's head or lion's head. Cherubim
were also popular as artwork in sculptures
and reliefs, but they did not follow the
Bible's description of these angels.

The Israelites also made cherubim but
did not worship them. Two cherubim of
gold were placed on the mercy seat of the
ark of the covenant. Cherubim were also
embroidered into the tabernacle curtains
and two large cherubim of olive wood
overlaid with gold were set in Solomon's
temple as a symbol of God's greatness.



Cain was a farmer, and probably
raised wheat. Abel raised
animals, much as shepherds
have for many generations.

After God created the heavens and the
earth, He made a man and a woman and
called them Adam and Eve. He placed
them in a beautiful garden called Eden
and gave them all they needed. But Satan
tempted them to want more, and this
led to sin. They were expelled, forced to
leave their paradise and work for a
living. Sin continued, and one day Cain
killed his brother Abel in a fit of anger.

The family of Adam and Eve
After expulsion from the Garden of Eden,
Adam and Eve started a family. Cain,
Abel, and Seth were sons of Adam and
Eve, and their only children mentioned by
name. But the Bible points out that Adam
and Eve had many other sons and
daughters. Many of these married and
had children of their own.

Cain
Cain was the oldest son of Adam and Eve.
Early in his life he was a farmer. Cain
"worked the soil" (Gen. 4:2). He was the
first man to commit murder (4:8), and
God condemned him to a life of
wandering away from Eden.

Alienated from his family, Cain was
forced to leave and traveled to the land of
Nod. There he founded the first city
(4:17), and was the ancestor of the
earliest musicians and metalworkers
(4:21-22). But all of Cain's descendants
perished in the great Flood of Noah's
time.

Abel
Abel was the second son born to Adam
and Eve, Cain's younger brother. Abel was
a shepherd, as he "kept flocks" (Gen.
4:2). Abel's offering was accepted by God
while Cain's was rejected. As a result,
Cain became jealous and killed Abel. This
was the first murder in history. No
descendants of Abel are mentioned in the
Bible, as he probably had none.

Seth
Seth was the third son of Adam and Eve
and only his line of descendants was
saved from the great Flood. His family
tree was preserved through Noah and
continued through Abraham and David.
Hundreds of years later, this line reached
into the home of Mary and Joseph and
culminated in the birth of Jesus Christ.

The land of Nod
After murdering his brother, Cain traveled
to the land of Nod. The Bible says that
Nod was located east of Eden. There Cain
started his family and founded the first
city. Nothing else is known about Nod
and its location remains a mystery. Some
think that Nod is only a play on words
used to illustrate a man condemned to
wander. Some scholars translate the
phrase "land of Nod" into "land of
wandering."


