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SESSION

ATTENTION
GETTER1

Third Grade 
The God of choices

Welcome to Biblical Choices®  

Third Grade Bible Curriculum:  

The God of Choices!  

We at Standard Publishing  

hope you will find this curriculum  

to be teacher-friendly and easy to use.  

It is our hope that over the next 32 weeks 

your Third Grade students  

will come to know and love  

the great God who helps us 

make good choices.

OvERAll sTRucTuRE
Third Grade is broken down into 
four quarters, each with its own 
theme: First–“Important People 
Make Important Choices”; Second–
“Kingly Choices in the New Land”; 
Third–“Choosing Jesus Sets Us Free”; 
Fourth–“The Young Church Tells the 
Good News.” Each quarter is broken 
into seven lessons and then a quarter 
project.

lEssONs
Each lesson is broken into four ses-
sions: Session 1–“Attention Getter”; 
Session 2–“Bible Information”; Session 
3–“Student Action”; Session 4–“Bold 
Choices.” The sessions are designed 
to be presented sequentially; however, 
since most schools allot one day each 
week for chapel, the sessions are flex-
ible enough to accommodate this day. 
Each teacher should present the ses-
sions according to his/her school’s set 
chapel day.

QuARTER PROjEcTs
The last week of each quarter is devot-
ed to a quarter project. These projects 
are designed to serve two purposes:  
for evaluation of students’ retention  
of each quarter’s lessons (through dif-
ferent review games, memory verse 
challenges, etc.), and for presentation 
of material learned (through “open 
houses,” class performances, etc.).  
The four quarter projects featured in 
Third Grade are: First–“Heroes Hall 
of Fame”; Second–“Psalms of Praise”; 
Third–“Road to the Cross Advent 
Chart”; Fourth–a “Year-End Bible 
Fair.” The quarter projects are flexible 
enough to work with any schedule 
and/or class size. Be sure to tailor these 
projects to best fit the needs of your 
students.

MusIc
Third-graders need to express them-
selves through song, so each lesson usu-
ally incorporates singing, often more 
than once! On page 20 you will find a 
suggested music list consisting of praise 
choruses, carols, gospel songs, and 
hymns. The list is divided by quarter, 
indicating which songs will work best 
with each quarter. All song sheets, 
piano scores, and copyright informa-
tion can be found on the CD-ROM, 
and, except where noted, one copy 
may be printed off and made into a 
transparency. The tracks available on 
the CD-ROM can be played either 
on a compact disc player or by a com-
puter.

PARENT lETTERs
Each lesson includes a letter to the 
parents that should be sent home with 
each student after Session 1. These 
letters are a handy means of com-
munication between you and your 
students’ parents regarding themes 
and memory verses studied during 
Bible, as well as ideas for reinforcing 
and supplementing Bible learning at 
home. Also, these letters inform par-
ents of your need for volunteers for 
special projects and/or events, class-
room needs, costumes, props, and/or 
pictures students need sent with them 
from home, etc. All parent letters are 
available on the  
CD-ROM and can easily be edited. 
You have the choice each quarter 
between two appropriate letterheads 
(one in black and white and one in 
color) into which you can import the 
text of each letter. Also, each parent 
letter is available in Spanish for your 
students who speak Spanish at home. 
More information about producing 
the parent letters is available on the 
CD-ROM.
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OPTIONs, OPTIONs, 
OPTIONs
For those teachers who need extra 
activities or are looking for some  
variety, we’ve included several 
optional activities, sometimes three or 
four per lesson! These are designed to 
take learning one step further, usually 
through a hands-on experience, a trip 
outside, or a presentation from a guest 
speaker. Remember, no one has time 
in life to do everything, especially busy 
teachers! So, try incorporating just one 
per lesson or two or three per quarter. 
See how your students like them and 
either schedule them again for next 
year or try new ones. You might even 
develop some optional activities on 
your own—great! Be sure to write 
them down (and share them with 
other teachers).

TEAcHER HElPs
Before the first lesson of each quar-
ter you will find a “Bird’s-Eye View” 
highlighting the goal of that quarter 
as well as providing an overview of 
each lesson and what students will 
learn. Also, you will find an “Unusual 
Items Checklist” highlighting some 
items you will need to furnish (and 
those you can encourage parents to 
furnish) for each lesson. Some les-
sons don’t require any unusual items, 
and some require several, so be sure 
to refer to these pages often during 
your lesson planning. Before each les-
son, you will find a “Prep page” that 
details materials and activity pages that 
need gathered before each session, as 
well as crafts you may need to provide 
samples for, and other reminders. 
Furthermore, depending on how you 
choose to structure your Teacher book, 
each lesson is designed so that you can 
remove from the binder only those 
pages you will need to refer to for 

each lesson. Be sure to assemble your 
Teacher book to best fit your needs.

OTHER GOOdIEs
We all like those, don’t we? In addi-
tion to all of the above, you’ll find spe-
cial “Notes” areas in the Teacher book 
where you can record student reac-
tions to specific activities, highlight 
what worked and what didn’t from 
each lesson, etc. We hope these pages 
will inspire you and prepare you for 
entering the exciting realm of teach-
ing the truths about God, His world, 
and His Word to thinking, feeling, 
questioning, loving, creating, being 
Third-graders!

God’s blessings to you as you lay the 
foundation for a lifetime of Bible learn-
ing for your students session by session, 
lesson by lesson, quarter by quarter, year 
by year.

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

85634 BC 3T 3-1-0-rk.indd   6 4/21/08   12:40:39 PM



THIRD gRaDE ■ FIRsT QuARTER: IMPORTANT PEOPlE MAkE IMPORTANT cHOIcEs ■  PagE  � 

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

lEssON 1:    Review of second 
Grade: Exodus to 
the Promised land

This lesson will focus on reviewing 
the details of the exodus out of 
Egypt under the leadership of Moses, 
through the settling of the promised 
land under Joshua’s command. God’s 
faithful guidance and provision for 
His people during this span of history 
will be highlighted, as well as the 
principle that absolute obedience to 
God’s commands is required in order 
to experience the fulfillment of His 
promises.

lEssON 2:    judges: sowing  
and Reaping

This lesson will focus on the cycle of 
the Israelites’ relationship with God, 
i.e., disobedience that resulted in God 
allowing their enemies to make life 
hard for them, resulting in their cries 
for help, resulting in God’s provision 
of a judge to help them, and then 
back to disobedience again and a 
repeat of the cycle once the judge 
died. The choice to disobey God had 
serious consequences for Israel as 
it has for us in our lives today. The 
terms “sowing” and “reaping” will be 
introduced as they pertain to choices 
and results.

lEssON 3:    deborah leads 
God’s People

This lesson will focus on God’s 
selection of leaders for His people. 
The children will discover that when 
God chooses leaders for His people, 
He wants leaders who choose to obey 
Him. God uses both men and women 
to complete His purposes, and He 
expects both sexes to work together 
respectfully.

lEssON 4:    Gideon and His 
Faithful Army

This lesson will focus on the Biblical 
account of the life of Gideon. The 
children will be led to discover 
that even if we think we aren’t very 
important, God can still use us to 
lead others if we are willing to obey 
Him and demonstrate our faith.

lEssON 5:    samson learns a 
Hard lesson

This lesson will focus on the truth 
that even though God forgives our 
sin, our lives can still fall short of 
their potential when we make wrong 
choices. Such was the case in the 
life of Samson. He was ordained by 
God at birth to deliver the Israelites 
from the Philistines, yet despite his 
God-given talents and strength, he 
succumbed to the temptations of the 
flesh and brought about his own ruin.

lEssON 6:    Ruth’s love for Her 
Family Is Rewarded

This lesson will focus on teaching the 
children that caring for our families is 
one of the most important choices we 
can make, and that God will always 
reward this choice with blessings.

lEssON 7:    Young samuel 
serves God

This lesson will introduce the students 
to Samuel, the boy who grew up to 
be a great prophet and the last judge 
of Israel. They will be challenged 
to serve the Lord in their youth as 
Samuel did.

lEssON 8:    The Heroes  
Hall of Fame

As the students review the lessons 
presented in the first quarter, special 
emphasis will be placed upon using 
biblical heroes as roll models for their 
lives today.

Third Grade 
First Quarter

Quarter Goal: This quarterís

lessons will present the concepts of 

faith and obedience as displayed in

 the lives and choices of the 

men and women who reigned 

as Israelís judges or, 

as in the case of Ruth, 

lived during that portion 

of Bible history.
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teacher supplied

lesson 1
q Yarn
q  Refreshments for the “Milk and 

Honey” party (cups, milk, bread, 
butter, honey)

q Plastic knives and napkins

lesson 2
q  Invite women guest speakers for 

Lesson 3.
q  Items for the seed-planting activity: 

plastic cups, one per student; 
lima beans, one per student; pre-
moistened potting soil, ½ cup per 
student; several tablespoons for 
scooping the soil

q An umbrella

lesson 3
q  Female guest speakers to talk about 

their jobs
q Straws, one per student
q  12" x 18" sheets of construction 

paper, one per student

lesson 4
q  Optional: Pictures of your favorite 

contemporary Christian hero/
heroine and his/her work

q  Optional: Five pieces of poster 
board

q Optional: An easel
q  A man’s shirt box wrapped in gift 

paper with a mirror inside the top 
lid

lesson 5
q  Optional: Arrange to weed a flower 

bed located on the school grounds.
q  A tray of snacks, one of each per 

child
q  Nonedible items for the tray: a 

brown banana or apple slice, a few 
used matches, a piece of a crayon, 
a used paper towel, a glob of glue 
on a scrap of paper, and a broken 
pencil

lesson 6
q  Props for Ruth monologue: a 

basket, dried flowers or wheat, an 
apron, a shawl

q  Optional: Decorative materials  
(felt pieces, brass buttons, 
macaroni, and braided trim)

lesson 8
q Optional: Modeling clay
q  Several sheets of construction paper 

in different colors
q Optional: Roll paper
q  Optional: Refreshments for the 

exhibit

parent supplied

lesson 1
q  Optional: Volunteers to help with 

the “Milk and Honey” party

lesson 2
q  Optional: A volunteer to assist with 

the seed-planting activity in Session 
2
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THE GOD OF
cHOicEs
impOrTanT pEOplE makE 
impOrTanT cHOicEs

Review of  Second Grade: 
Exodus to the Promised 
Land 
As the children review the leadership of  

Moses and Joshua, they will be reminded of  

God’s faithful guidance and provision  

during this span of history.

1

L E S S o n  1

fiRSt QuaRtER
t h i R d  G R a d E
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aTTEnTiOn 
GETTEr
Before Session 1
■	 Optional: Ask parent volunteers to 

help with the “Milk and Honey” party 
during Session 4.

■	 Write the names of the twelve tribes 
on the board. (See the list on page 
12.)

■	 Provide a Bible.
■	 Provide twelve flags from flags.pdf 

(from CD-ROM).
■	 Make a large poster showing a map 

of the land of Canaan. Use plandmap.
pdf (from CD-ROM) and one of the 
blank transparencies for the plain 
paper copier from your kit to make a 
map. You can enlarge it by using an 
overhead projector. Mount this poster 
on a bulletin board or any other avail-
able space in your classroom. The 
poster should be large enough for the 
twelve tribal flags to fit in their respec-
tive territories. Note: This map will 
also be used in Lesson 2.

■	 Provide twelve pastel-colored markers.
■	 Provide the Parent letters for Lesson 1 

(from CD-ROM).

BiBlE 
inFOrmaTiOn
Before Session 2
■	 Select twelve locations on your cam-

pus to stop at on a mock journey to 
the promised land. You will visit three 
stops during Session 2, six during 
Session 3, and three during Session 
4. Suggested locations are as follows: 
any four corners of the playground 
or parking lot, outside another class-
room, the school office and/or the 
church sanctuary, the auditorium or 
fellowship hall, the lunch area, and 
then back to your own classroom as 
the last stop.

■	 Provide exodus.pdf (from CD-ROM). 
Place it over your door so the children 
pass under it on their way out.

■	 Using red construction paper, cut 
shapes to resemble “blotches” of 
blood. Tape them around the door 
frame of your classroom door.

■	 Provide the tribal flags (from Session 
1).

■	 Provide moses.pdf and aaron.pdf (from 
CD-ROM).	Tie a piece of yarn to the 
top two edges of each sign so that they 
can be worn around children’s necks.

■	 Provide Bibles, one per student.
■	 Provide the Exodus 6:7 Map pages, 

one per student (Student page 3).
■	 Provide pencils, one per student.

sTuDEnT acTiOn
Before Session 3
■	 Provide the tribal flags (from Session 

2).
■	 Provide moses.pdf and aaron.pdf (from 

Session 2).
■	 Provide joshua.pdf (from CD-ROM). 

Tape it to the back of moses.pdf.

BOlD cHOicEs
Before Session 4
■	 Provide the refreshments for a “Milk 

and Honey” party (i.e., cups, milk, 
bread, butter, honey). Note: The party 
may be modified in any way that 
works best for you, including substi-
tuting small candy treats for the above 
mentioned refreshments.

■	 Provide plastic knives and napkins.
■	 Provide welcome.pdf (from CD-ROM). 

Optional: Arrange for one of the par-
ent volunteers to hang the sign above 
the classroom after the tribes have left.

■	 Provide tribal flags (from Session 3).
■	 Provide joshua.pdf (from Session 3).
■	 Provide pushpins or tape for attaching 

the tribal flags to the map of Canaan.

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

L E S S o n  P R E Pa R at i o n

lEssOn FOcus

This lesson will focus on 
reviewing the details of the 
exodus out of Egypt under the 
leadership of Moses, through 
the settling of the promised 
land under Joshua’s com-
mand. God’s faithful guid-
ance and provision for His 
people during this span of 
history will be highlighted, 
as well as the principle that 
absolute obedience to God’s 
commands is required in 
order to experience the fulfill-
ment of His promises.

cHOicE TO BE maDE

I will follow God’s direction 
for my life.

impOrTanT 

pEOplE

makE  

impOrTanT

cHOicEs

1

L E S S o n  1
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scripTurE TExT
Selected passages from Exodus 

through Joshua

mEmOry VErsE
ExODus 6:7

“‘I will take you as my own people, and 
I will be your God. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians.’”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
• Divide into groups representing the 

twelve tribes of Israel.

• Color a large map of the promised 

land.

• Participate in a tribal roll call.

• Sing songs.

maTErials anD prEp
❏ The names of the twelve tribes of Israel 

written on the chalkboard

❏ A Bible

❏ Twelve flags from flags.pdf (from  

CD-ROM)

❏ Plandmap.pdf, hung somewhere in the 

classroom (from CD-ROM)

❏ Twelve pastel-colored markers

❏ Parent letters for Lesson 1 (from 

CD-ROM)

Quick OVErViEw
1. Review the lessons from Second 

Grade.

2. Distribute the tribal flags.

3. Color the map of the promised land.

4. Participate in a tribal role call.

5. Sing any of the suggested songs.

thiRd GRadE ■ FirsT QuarTEr: impOrTanT pEOplE makE impOrTanT cHOicEs ■ LESSon 1 PaGE 11 
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Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
Here we are, starting our third-

grade year of Bible lessons, and we 
are in for an exciting time! This 
year we will meet some very great 
Old Testament Bible heroes such as 
Deborah, Samson, Samuel, and King 
David. We’ll learn about the choices 
they made, and how those choices 
made their lives happy or miser-
able. Then, as we study the New 
Testament, we will learn about the 
incredible choice Jesus made when 
He chose to go to the cross to die for 
our sins.

There are many things for us to 
find out this year, and I am really 
eager to get started; but, before we 
move ahead in Bible history, we have 
to look back and see where we’ve 
been.

You learned many things in second 
grade about the people of Israel, how 
they escaped from Egypt and began 
their journey to the land of Canaan. 
You studied the lives of Moses and 
Joshua, the men God chose to lead 
the people of Israel into the prom-
ised land. God had spoken about the 
promised land to their forefathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob many 
years earlier.

Open your Bible and show the class 

where the book of Exodus begins and 

where the book of Joshua ends.

These pages in the Bible contain 
the miraculous story of God’s people 
from the time they suffered as slaves 
in Egypt to the time the twelve tribes 
of Israel entered the promised land 
and settled there. This week we are 

going to review the main parts of 
this story in a very special way. We’re 
going to divide our class into groups 
which will represent the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Then we will go on our very 
own journey in search of the prom-
ised land.

THE lEssOn
How did the people of Israel come 

to be divided into twelve tribes? We 
have to go way back in Bible his-
tory to answer that question. I’m 
sure most of you remember learning 
about Abraham. He was a great man 
of faith who was told by God that he 
would someday become the father of 
a nation as numerous as the stars in 
the sky. Abraham’s son Isaac grew up, 
married, and had a family. One of 
Isaac’s sons, Jacob (whose name was 
changed to “Israel” meaning “prince 
with God”), had twelve sons of his 
own. These twelve sons of Jacob 
became the heads of large families 
or tribes. These tribes, except for the 
priestly tribe of Levi, eventually set-
tled in different territories once they 
entered the promised land.

Divide the children into twelve 

groups/tribes. Refer to the list on the 

chalkboard as you assign each tribe 

its tribal name.

I am going to give each tribe a flag 
to put their tribe’s name on. Then 
each tribe will take turns coloring 
a portion of the map of the land of 
Canaan where the twelve tribes of 
Israel settled. Later this week we will 
attach our tribal flags on the map 
where they belong.

SESSion

aTTEnTiOn
GETTEr1
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Follow this procedure:

1. Distribute the flags from flags.pdf 

and pastel markers.

2. Assign each tribe a territory to color 

a specific pastel shade until the 

entire map is colored in. Also have 

the students name and color their 

flags.

3. After the map has been colored in, 

conduct the tribal roll call.

Now that all of our tribes are com-
plete, we will have a tribal roll call. 
As I call your name, wave your flag 
and cheer.

1. The tribe of Asher
2. The tribe of Naphtali
3. The tribe of Manasseh
4. The tribe of Zebulun
5. The tribe of Issachar
6. The tribe of Gad
7. The tribe of Ephraim
8. The tribe of Dan
9. The tribe of Benjamin
10. The tribe of Judah
11. The tribe of Reuben
12. The tribe of Simeon

It sounds to me like we’re ready for 
a journey. Now that we know who is 
going on this journey to the prom-
ised land, and we know where we are 
going, all that is left is for us to go! 

Point to plandmap.pdf.

Our journey begins later on in the 
week, so be ready for a great adven-
ture! I will collect your flags now, and 
we will use them again. To get our-
selves in a traveling mood, let’s sing 
some songs that will help us remem-
ber how wonderful God is, and how 
much He loves His people.

Sing any of the suggested songs.

Send home the Parent letters for 

Lesson 1.

End Lesson

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 
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scripTurE TExT
Selected passages from Exodus 

through Joshua

mEmOry VErsE
ExODus 6:7

“‘I will take you as my own people, and 
I will be your God. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians.’”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
• Travel around the school in tribes on a 

mock journey to the promised land.

• Take turns pretending to be “Moses” 

and “Aaron” who lead the class while 

on the journey.

• Read the memory verse from the Bible.

• Write the memory verse on a 

worksheet.

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHniQuE

Exodus 6:7 Map

maTErials anD prEp
❏ Three locations for the journey around 

the campus

❏ Exodus.pdf, mounted above your 

classroom doorway (from CD-ROM)

❏ Red construction paper “blotches” of 

blood taped around the door frame

❏ Tribal flags (from Session 1)

❏ Moses.pdf and aaron.pdf made into 

signs (from CD-ROM)

❏ Yarn

❏ Bibles, one per student

❏ Exodus 6:7 Map pages, one per student 

(Student page 3)

❏ Pencils, one per student

Quick OVErViEw
1. Divide the class into twelve tribes, line 

them up, and give them their tribal 

flags (from Session 1).

2. Give the leading pair of children 

moses.pdf and aaron.pdf to wear, and 

exit the classroom singing any of the 

suggested songs.

3. With “Moses” and “Aaron” leading, go 

to the first destination and begin your 

review of Exodus.

4. Change leaders and continue through 

two more “stops” before returning to 

the classroom.

5. Introduce this week’s memory verse 

and have the students locate it in their 

Bibles.

6. Distribute the Exodus 6:7 Map pages 

and have the children write their 

memory verse at the bottom.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
No doubt you’ve noticed some-

thing different today about our class-
room doorway. What does the sign 
above the door say?

Exodus

[Insert exodus.pdf (from CD-ROM)]

The word exodus should remind 
you of another word that you fre-
quently see above doors in many 
public places. What word am I talk-
ing about?

Exit

Exit is our English word for a way 
to “go out.” Exodus is the Greek word 
for the same idea.

Today is the day we will begin our 
journey to the promised land. How 
did that journey begin? It began 
when God gave the Israelites a way 
out of Egypt, an exodus, with Moses 
as their leader, and Aaron, Moses’ 
brother, as his helper.

A group of people can’t go any-
where without being organized, so 
let’s line up as the twelve tribes of 
Israel before we begin our journey.

Have the class line up by tribes and 

distribute their flags (from Session 1).

We need our leaders to go in front 
of us.

Place moses.pdf and aaron.pdf around 

the necks of the first pair of children.

[Insert moses.pdf (from CD-
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[Insert aaron.pdf (from CD-

Before our journey is through, each 
tribe will have an opportunity to lead 
as “Moses” and “Aaron” are about to 
do right now. As we leave our class-
room, remember to stick together in 
your tribes and follow your leaders, 
otherwise you won’t know where to 
go. As you pass through the doorway, 
I want each of you to notice the red 
construction paper blotches you see 
on the door frame. Take a good look 
at them, and pretend that they are the 
blood of a lamb. Are you ready? Here 
we go! Let’s sing a song as we leave on 
our journey.

Exit your classroom, singing any of the 

suggested songs.

THE lEssOn
Once out of the classroom, whisper 

the first destination to your leaders 

and let them lead the others there 

while you trail behind or stay on the 

sidelines. Encourage any skeptical 

“travelers” to follow their leaders. 

Once you arrive at the first stop, begin 

your review.

Stop #1: Let’s stop and remem-
ber how terrible the lives of God’s 
people were in Egypt. What did 
Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, do to the 
Israelites?

Allow the children to respond. (He 

made them slaves and treated them 

very cruelly, because he was afraid 

that they were growing in number 

too rapidly and might eventually try 

to overthrow his government.)

The people of Israel were very, very 
miserable as slaves in Egypt and they 
cried out to God to rescue them.

Take the “Moses” and “Aaron” signs 

off of the first two children and send 

their tribe to the back of the line. 

Place signs on the next two children 

in line. 

Now we have two new leaders; you 
will have to follow them exactly, or 
you won’t know where to go. Some of 
you wanted to follow me back there, 
but you can’t! You have to follow 
your leaders, or you will get lost on 
this journey.

Whisper the next stop to the new 

leaders and send them off.

Stop #2: You’re doing a great job of 
following your leaders, “Moses” and 
“Aaron.” Speaking of leaders, how did 
Moses and his brother Aaron come to 
be the leaders of the exodus?
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Review the story of God’s preparation 

of Moses as the leader of the Israelites, 

from his rescue in the basket and his 

life in Pharaoh’s court, to his escape 

to Midian where he was eventually 

called by God from a burning bush 

to return to Egypt, with Aaron as his 

mouthpiece, to convince Pharaoh to 

let the people go.

After this review, rotate to the next 

two leaders and a different tribe; send 

the previous ones to the back, and 

whisper your next destination to the 

new leaders.

Stop #3: Your leaders have led you 
to still another stop on our journey. 
Looking back, we can sure be thank-
ful to be out of that horrible situation 
in Egypt. Who thinks it was this easy 
for the people of Israel to escape from 
Egypt? Did Pharaoh say, “Oh, sure, 
Moses, you and your people go on 
home to the promised land and have 
a great time?” No! What happened to 
the Egyptians before Pharaoh decided 
to let the Israelites go? The answer 
to that question has something to do 
with the red blotches you saw on the 
door frame as we left our room today.

Review the plagues, the Passover, and 

the exodus out of Egypt. Rotate the 

leaders to the next ones in line, let 

them wear the signs, but this time 

direct them to return to the class-

room.

Later on this week we will contin-
ue our journey to the promised land, 
but for now we will return to our 
room. Remember what order you are 
in so we can begin our journey again 
with the next two leaders in line.

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHniQuE

God promised His people that He 
would lead them out of the land of 
the Egyptians and return them to the 
land He had promised their forefa-
thers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Our memory verse for this week 
helps us remember that God loves 
His people very much, and He wants 
to protect them. God spoke these 
words to Moses to reassure him that 
He would use His power to deliver 
the Israelites from their slavery. Open 
your Bibles to Exodus 6:7 and read it 
along with me. 

Read Exodus 6:7.

Notice that the map on the work-
sheets I’ve given you is the same as 
the map of Canaan, the promised 
land we colored earlier in the week. 
Each one of your tribes has a place 
to go and a home to look forward to. 
Write your memory verse on the lines 
below the map and then we’ll repeat 
the verse together. Later on this week 
we will continue our journey to the 
promised land.

Distribute the Exodus 6:7 Map pages. 

After the students have written their 

Bible verse, repeat the verse together.

End Lesson
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scripTurE TExT
Selected passages from Exodus 

through Joshua

mEmOry VErsE
ExODus 6:7

“‘I will take you as my own people, and 
I will be your God. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians.’”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
• Travel around the school in tribes on a 

mock journey to the promised land.

• Take turns pretending to be “Moses” 

and “Aaron,” who lead the class while 

on the journey.

• Recite the memory verse.

maTErials anD prEp
❏ Six  locations for the journey around 

campus

❏ Tribal flags (from Session 2)

❏ Moses.pdf and aaron.pdf (from  

Session 2)

❏ Joshua.pdf, taped to the back of moses.

pdf (from CD-ROM)

Quick OVErViEw
1. Line the children up in the same tribes 

as in Session 2, give them their flags, 

and assign two more children to be 

the leaders, “Moses” and “Aaron.”

2. Visit today’s six locations along your 

review journey to the promised land. 

3. Return to the classroom and collect 

the flags and the “Joshua” sign.

4. Recite the memory verse and close in 

prayer.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
Today we will continue our jour-

ney to the promised land. Do you 
remember how the two leaders had to 
follow my instructions very carefully, 
or they would never have known 
where to lead you? This was also true 
for Moses. Moses had to listen to 
God’s directions very carefully or he 
and Aaron would have led the people 
in the wrong direction.

Nobody knows where we are going 
today except the leaders, so follow 
them very carefully once I’ve given 
them directions.

Distribute the tribal flags to the class 

and have them line up at the door 

in the same tribal order they were in 

at the end of Session 2, but with the 

next tribe as leaders. Put the “Moses” 

and “Aaron” signs on the leaders and 

tell them their destination.

THE lEssOn
Stop #4: Now that there is really 

some distance between you and 
Egypt, there is nothing stopping you 
from proceeding right to the prom-
ised land, or is there? Does anybody 
hear what I think I hear? It sounds 
like the ground rumbling under the 
hoof beats of a thousand horses! Who 
could be following us?

Review the parting of the Red Sea, the 

drowning of the Egyptians, and the 

safe passage to the other side. Rotate 

your leaders again, and have them 

run, if possible, to the next stop.

Stop #5: Wow! What a narrow 
escape! I’m impressed how the tribes 
are following their leaders so well. 
It is very important that you listen 
to all their commands. If they say, 
“turn left,” you must turn left. If 
they say, “turn right,” you must turn 
right. They are commanding you 
to do things for your own good. If 
you don’t follow them, you will get 
lost. God gave His people some very 
important commands, too. Who 
remembers the story of Moses receiv-
ing the Ten Commandments from 
God on top of Mt. Sinai?

Review the Ten Commandments and 

emphasize that God gave His people 

these rules to protect them from hurt-

ing themselves and others, and as an 

example of holy living for others to 

imitate. Rotate your leaders again, and 

move on to the next stop.

Stop #6: While Moses was away 
for some time talking with God on 
Mt. Sinai, what did the people of 
Israel do below? Did they remember 
that God was going to protect them 
and lead them to the promised land?

Have the children review the making 

of the golden calf and the subsequent 

punishment of the people for their 

idolatry. Rotate your leaders and 

move on to the next stop.
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Stop #7: Let’s try to imagine how 
the people of Israel felt on this jour-
ney. What was the scenery like on the 
way to the promised land? Were there 
peaceful lakes for fishing, beautiful 
meadows, or tall trees for shade? No! 
Their wanderings took them through 
a vast desert wilderness with nothing 
much to look at but mountains of 
rock, prickly bushes, and sand! How 
did God take care of the Israelites out 
there in the Sinai wilderness when 
they became hungry or thirsty?

Have the children review the manna 

and quail from Heaven and the water 

gushing out of the rock. Remind the 

children of God’s constant provision 

for the needs of His people, even 

though they often complained about 

their circumstances. Rotate your lead-

ers and move on to the next stop.

Stop #8: By now, the promised 
land must not be very far off. In fact, 
I don’t believe it’s more than a day’s 
journey away. What did Moses do 
when the people of Israel arrived at 
the borders of the promised land?

Review the story of the twelve spies 

sent to scout out Canaan. Joshua and 

Caleb returned, assuring the people 

they could enter the land. But the 

other ten spies told the people the 

land was full of giants. The Israelites 

believed this bad report and became 

fearful instead of trusting God.

Remind the students that it takes 

great faith to enjoy God’s blessings, 

and that because of the Israelites’ 

unbelief, they were forced to wan-

der in the wilderness for forty years. 

Rotate your leaders and move on to 

the next stop.

For fun, have the new leaders act as 

though they are totally exhausted 

from their years of travel as they lead 

the others to the next stop.

Once the leaders have arrived at their 

next destination, approach “Aaron,” 

take off his/her sign, and send him/

her to the back of the line without 

“Moses.” Point to the child who is 

wearing the “Moses” sign.

Stop #9: You can’t tell by look-
ing at him, but your leader, Moses, 
is very old and tired. His brother, 
Aaron, has already died, and God 
has told Moses that he will not be 
allowed to enter the promised land 
before he dies. It’s time for Moses to 
pick a new leader to take the people 
into the promised land and fight the 
battles against the giants that live 
there. What was the name of the man 
that God told Moses to choose as the 
new leader of Israel?

Review how Moses laid his hands 

on Joshua and blessed him. Discuss 

what attributes of Joshua made him 

qualified to follow Moses as Israel’s 

leader. After your review, have “Moses” 

approach the next child in line to 

lead the group, and place his/her 

sign around this child’s neck so that 

the back of it, which reads “Joshua,” is 

showing. Direct “Joshua” to lead the 

others back to the classroom. Remind 

the students that their journey is not 

over.

Well, we have traveled a long way 
today! And now that the promised 
land is so near, and we have a new 
leader, we are set to enter this land 
once and for all later on in the week. 

Collect the tribal flags and joshua.pdf.

Let’s close our Bible time today 
by repeating our memory verse. 
Remember that God is with us today 
just as He was with the people of 
Israel several thousand years ago.

Recite the memory verse, and close in 

prayer.

End Lesson
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scripTurE TExT
Selected passages from Exodus 

through Joshua

mEmOry VErsE
ExODus 6:7

“‘I will take you as my own people, and 
I will be your God. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of 
the Egyptians.’”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
• Travel around the school in tribes on a 

mock journey to the promised land.

• Take turns pretending to be “Joshua” 

who leads the class while on the 

journey.

• Celebrate with a “Milk and Honey” 

party upon returning to the classroom.

• Recite the memory verse.

• Sing favorite songs.

maTErials anD prEp
❏ Refreshments for a “Milk and Honey” 

party

❏ Plastic knives and napkins

❏ Welcome.pdf (from CD-ROM)

❏ Tribal flags (from Session 3)

❏ Joshua.pdf (from Session 3)

❏ Three locations for the journey around 

campus

❏ Pushpins or tape

Quick OVErViEw
1. Line the children up in the same tribes 

and order as in Session 3, give them 

their flags, and direct the “Joshua” 

from Session 3 to lead the tribes to 

your first destination.

2. Visit today’s last three destinations 

along your review journey to the 

promised land, rotating leaders as 

you’ve done previously.

3. Return to the classroom and have 

the tribes place their flags in the 

appropriate territories on the map of 

Canaan.

4. Celebrate with a “Milk and Honey” 

party.

5. Close the lesson by reciting the 

memory verse and by singing any of 

the students’ favorite songs.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
Today we will finish our journey 

to the promised land—the land God 
described as “flowing with milk and 
honey.” This week we learned that 
the people of Israel had a new leader 
after Moses died. His name was 
Joshua, and he was a man that God 
could trust to lead His people with 
courage and faith.

Remember, Joshua was one of the 
twelve spies who believed that God 
would be with the people once they 
entered the promised land—giants or 
no giants! Joshua’s task was to prove 
this fact to the new generation of 
Israelites who were about to settle the 
land of Canaan. But first they would 
have to fight some of the enemies 
already living there.

Have children break into their tribes 

and form a line in the order they were 

in at the end of Session 3. Give the 

tribes their flags (from Session 3), and 

place the joshua.pdf on the “Joshua” 

from Session 3.

Are the tribes ready to go into 
battle? Forward, march!

Whisper to today’s leader where the 

first stop is.

THE lEssOn
Stop #10: Let’s stop here and 

imagine that a huge river is in front 
of us, and it is blocking our entrance 
to the promised land. The priests 
who belong to the tribe of Levi are 
carrying the ark of the covenant, the 
special container in which the Ten 
Commandments were carried.

The waters of this river, which is 
called the Jordan River, are very deep 
and are rushing so powerfully that we 
can’t take the risk of crossing it and 
having something happen to the ark 
of the covenant!

What are we going to do? What 
did God do to make a way for Joshua 
and the people of Israel to cross the 
Jordan River?

Review how the spies scouted out 

the city of Jericho and were hid-

den by Rahab, who was later spared, 

along with her family, as a reward for 

her faith. Review the parting of the 

Jordan, and liken it to the miracle 

that took place at the Red Sea under 

Moses’ command.

Explain that after crossing the Jordan, 

the people built an altar and called 

it Gilgal, and there they worshiped 

God for His provision. Rotate leaders 

and have your new “Joshua” lead the 

group to the next stop.

Stop #11: Once the people set 
out from the Jordan River, the first 
city they approached was the mighty 
walled city of Jericho.

Place your hand above your eyes as 

if shading them from the sun and 

look up as if you are marveling at 

the incredible height of the walls of 

Jericho.
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Look at the size of those walls! 
How are the Israelites ever going 
to conquer this city? How did God 
help Joshua and the Israelites win the 
battle of Jericho?

Review the crumbling of the city walls 

after the people marched around 

Jericho seven days and sounded their 

trumpets. Mention that God helped 

them fight battle after battle as they 

entered the promised land, as long as 

they obeyed His commands perfectly.

Tell about the defeat at Ai as a result 

of one man’s disobedience and greed. 

Place joshua.pdf on another child 

and instruct him/her to lead the oth-

ers back to the classroom. As you 

approach the room, build up a feeling 

of excitement and anticipation as you 

march in to settle the promised land, 

since you have conquered all of your 

enemies.

Stop #12: Look where we are! We 
have finally reached our destination, 
the promised land! And here is a sign 
that says it is the land of milk and 
honey!

Before we go in, who can tell me 
what we do when we finally arrive at 
our destination after traveling for a 
long time?

Unpack our things and get settled.

That’s right, we unpack our 
belongings and get settled. When we 
go inside, I want you to imagine that 
your tribe is ready to explore the new 
land and find a place to settle down. 
Let’s go inside. 

Enter the room, and with the children 

remaining in their tribes:

When I call your tribe’s name, 
come up to the map and pin/tape 
your flag where it belongs on the 
map of Canaan. When all the tribes 
have settled in, we will celebrate with 
a “Milk and Honey” party.

Call them up one tribe at a time to 

place their flags on the map made 

from plandmap.pdf. As the children 

are enjoying their snacks, continue 

with the lesson dialogue.

Let’s describe what some of the 
good choices were that the people of 
Israel made while they were on their 
journey to the promised land.

They followed Moses’ command when 

he told them to cross the Red Sea; 

they built an altar at Gilgal to thank 

God for His provision; they did what 

Joshua commanded them to do dur-

ing the battle of Jericho.

Now, let’s describe some of the 
wrong choices that the people of 
Israel made.

They doubted God’s promise to take 

care of them and had Aaron make a 

golden calf to worship; they believed 

the spies instead of believing that 

God would help them fight the giants 

in the promised land; one of them dis-

obeyed God’s commands and caused 

Joshua’s army to lose a battle.

I think we all learned some very 
valuable lessons about making choices 
this week. Our journey to the prom-
ised land taught us that God desires 
to protect us and lead each of us to 
a place of blessing, a place where we 
can enjoy His many promises. To 
get us to that place, He teaches us 
through His Word, the Bible, how 
He wants us to live our lives, and He 
places leaders in our lives whom we 
need to obey, such as our parents.

Let’s end our journey and our 
party today by reciting our memory 
verse and singing our favorite songs.

End Lesson
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In almost every lesson it says, “Sing the suggested songs.”  The following is a list of songs that will work well with 
the lessons in this year’s study.  The songs listed as audio tracks can be played on a computer or on a compact 
disc player.  Printed lyrics to these songs are available on the CD-ROM.  Click the “Read Me!” button in the lower 
right-hand corner of the main option menu for copyright information regarding their use.  Approximate playing 
times can also be obtained by clicking on the “Read Me!” button.  Sheet music for the other songs listed is also 
available on the CD-ROM under the “Music & Sounds” menu.

audio Tracks
  1. Dry Ground
  2. Be Bold and Be Strong
  3. Ah, Lord God
  4. Lead Me in Your Truth, O Lord
  5. Deeper Than the Ocean
  6. P-R-O-M-I-S-E 
  7. I Will Call Upon the Lord
  8. Only a Boy Named David 
  9. Happy Are Those
10. Friends Take Care of Each Other
11. Who’d Have Ever Thought?
12. He Has Made Me Glad
13. Good News! He Is Alive!
14. Alive! Alive!
15. Kids Telling Kids
16. Praise Him, Praise Him
17. Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
18. Silver and God Have I None
19. You Are the Life
20. His Name Is Wonderful
21. Racing for the Crown of Life
22. Above and Beyond

Sheet music for the familiar tunes is under the “Music & Sounds” menu. The sound effects listed below are also 
available under this menu.

music list

sheet music
Hushed Was the Evening Hymn
Input/Output
I Thank God for My Country
Bringing in the Sheaves
Let Us Join Together
Psalm 23
I Choose to Be Your Child
My Father’s Angels
Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart
O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
Trust and Obey
Let Us break Bread Together
Living for Jesus
Tell Me the Story of Jesus
Every Time I Feel the Spirit
Balm in Gilead
Since I Stopped and Listened to Jesus

sound Effects
1. Ruth
2. Dog
3. Motorcycle
4. Heart
5. Brook
6. Steam whistle
7. Glass
8. Car
9. Bagpipe

10. Rain
11. Truck
12. Fire
13. Xylophone
14. Owl
15. SOS
16. Tea kettle
17. Helicopter
18. Siren

19. Pop can
20. Violin
21. Cymbals
22. Drum
23. Maracas
24. Flute
25. Harp
26. Tambourine
27. Bassoon

28. Trumpet
29. French Horn
30. Triangle
31. Saxophone
32. Crowd
33. Nailing
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