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ACTIVITIES FOR TODDLERS & 2s

These pages are filled with simple 
pictures that toddlers and 2s  
recognize from their world.  
Children can color or add texture 
and stickers to pictures that help 
teachers reinforce and extend  
learning in fun ways!

Looking for activities for your
class? This book is full of
reproducible pages to make sure
you never run out of resources.
It even comes with a scope and
sequence so you can tie each
activity to your HeartShaper®
Children’s Curriculum.
•  Simple pictures to help toddlers

identify what God made
•  Options for adding texture

and stickers
•  Creative ways to use coloring

pages as teaching tools

God Loves Me  
Coloring Pages
Ages 1–2 
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How to Use HeartShaper®

1Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide

Welcome to HeartShaper Children’s Curriculum!
With HeartShaper Children’s Curriculum, your children will be engaged in Bible stories through multisensory 
learning, Bible skill-building activities, and a focused life application.

Here’s how to start
• First, read all the great Teacher Helps on the Convenience Kit CD. If you are new to teaching toddlers and 2s, 

these pages will be very helpful.
• Familiarize yourself with this teacher book. Each six-page lesson includes enough material for more than  

2 hours of teaching.
• Use the HeartShaper related resources to enhance your teaching. Go to www.heartshaper.com for more 

information. 
• Pray for God’s help to guide children as  

they learn about God, Jesus, and the church.

How the lessons are organized

Activity Time: New arrivers are introduced to the  
day’s lesson.

Bible Time: Different methods and activities are used  
for teaching the Bible story and Bible Words.

Discovery Time: Children continue exploring the  

Bible theme.

Special needs
Look for this symbol throughout the 
teacher guide to identify activities 
that work well for all kids, including 

those with special needs. Additional helps for 
teaching kids with special needs can be found 
on the Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s Convenience 
Kit CD and at www.heartshaper.com.

Bible Words for children to learn.

Focus is the main thought 
children will learn and remember.

2+ Hours of material.

Activity Time introduces new 
arrivers to the day’s lesson.

Bible Time uses different 
methods and activities for 
teaching the Bible story and 
Bible Words.

Discovery Time helps 
children continue exploring the 
Bible theme.
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How to Use HeartShaper®
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Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s Convenience Kit
Simplify lesson planning and enhance your lessons! Besides 
Toddlers & 2s Teacher, this kit also includes six sheets of visuals,  
colorful board books, and a reproducible CD that includes Bible  
Memory songs, activities, and these printable files:
• Bonus unit—complete materials for four additional lessons that  

can be used to teach older 2s or younger 3s
• Family Together Time—take-home papers for parents
• Letters to families—to inform and involve caregivers
• Coloring pages, patterns, and figures—to enhance your lessons
• Teacher helps—check-in sheets, name tags, and much more!
• Reproducible music!

Online resources at www.heartshaper.com
For teacher
• Family Connect—modifiable letter for families; print and send to 

families or e-mail to them.
• Holiday Helps—help children remember God and celebrate Jesus  

all year long through crafts.
• Training—apply the online training tips to your teaching and watch 

with excitement as you help children grow in their love for God.
• HeartShaper E-news—sign up to receive this free weekly newsletter 

with free downloads you can use in the classroom.
• Teddy the bear puppet—Download instructions to make a paper-bag  

or a stick puppet or to find a list of puppet distributor websites.

For families
• Family Together Time—ideas for family activities that reinforce 

and put into practice the week’s focus statement.

Additional supplies needed
Basic supplies
classroom Bible; CD player; bear hand puppet; simple rhythm instruments; cookie cutters; child-size 
rolling pins; baby dolls and accessories; soft blocks; toy food; plastic dishes, pots and pans; child-size 
kitchen equipment; beanbags; soft balls; picture books; puzzles

Consumable supplies
large crayons, construction paper, glue, poster board, modeling dough, address labels, napkins, paper, 
bubble solution, tape, masking tape, yarn

Learning center supplies
If there’s room in your classroom, reserve a side area as the family living center. Some of the suggested 
activities can take place in this area, and it can be used at other times as needed. The area could include 
toy kitchen furniture, but needs at least a table with toy dishes, toy pots and pans, dishcloths, and dish 
towels. The area should also include items for baby care: dolls and lots of accessories so children can 
feed, clothe, bathe, and put baby dolls to bed.
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How to Use HeartShaper®

This curriculum has been planned to allow 1- and 2-year-olds to relate to and enjoy things 
they are familiar with as they learn about God, Jesus, and the church. And this curriculum 
has been planned to help you teach children the way God made them. Here are some ideas 
to help you as you plan to teach.

Activities
• Activities are best done with individual children or small groups of children. One-year-olds, 

especially, need one-on-one attention. 
• Choose those activities your children will enjoy the most. There’s plenty to choose from!
• Talk to the children while doing activities with them. Connect activities to what a child can 

learn. While a child plays with blocks, you can SAY: You used your hands to play with the 
blocks. God made your hands. 

• Remember that children at this age understand more than they are able to say. So don’t be 
afraid to talk and ask questions even if you get little or no response. SAY: There’s a pretty 
flower. You can smell the flower with your nose. God made your nose so you can smell 
pretty flowers.

• Speak slowly and use simple words.

Bible Time
•  Try to do Bible Time at approximately the same time each week. Remember that structure 

and predictability are important for toddlers and 2s.
• Sing the suggested songs because children love singing! Singing engages their minds and 

attention in ways that spoken words cannot. If you really don’t feel comfortable singing, 
you can speak the words to the songs, but singing is always preferred. Encourage verbal 
children and other helpers to sing the songs with you!

• Remember to speak and sing slowly so that verbal children can join in.
• Keep it moving! If children don’t seem very interested at one point, move on.
• Bible Time can be done in a variety of ways. You can do Bible Time with individual children, 

with a few children at a time on carpet squares, with children on chairs at a table, with  
children at a table with built-in seats or clip-on chairs, or in your own creative way.

Crafts
• Use large crayons, but not washable ones. Washable crayons will come off in children’s 

mouths when they taste them (and they will!).
• Remember that craft activities for toddlers and 2s are all about experimenting, not about 

creating finished products. Let children have fun; God made children to learn through their 
senses.

Music
• The songs on the Convenience Kit CD are reproducible! You’ll want to make copies of the 

songs to give to parents. Children will love hearing the music at home. Verbal children will 
enjoy singing along. 

3Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide
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What Toddlers & 2s Are Like Have a Plan
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          Shaping Toddlers & 2s 
          Who Learn Differently 
Toddlers and 2s with special 
needs may develop at a slower 
rate in one or more of the areas 
described.

Formal diagnoses for learning 
disabilities often come later 
than two years of age. It is 
routinely the omission of the 
developmental milestones 
reached during this year that 
indicate potential learning 
difficulties. However, there 
are developmental disabilities 
that can be identified at birth. 
Regardless of the developmental 
delay, Toddlers & 2s curriculum 
is ideally poised to assist you 
in shaping the hearts of these 
children for Jesus Christ.

This curriculum allows you to 
tailor a variety of activities 
to the needs of children who 
are developing atypically. 
Because these activities are also 
designed to engage children 
individually, each child receives 
one-on-one attention. Full of 
ideas for hands-on instruction, 
manipulatives, brightly colored 
books, age-appropriate 
teaching cues —this curriculum 
successfully reaches children 
with developmental delays.

Get to know the children in your class. Observe them, talk to them, listen to 
them, and read about them. The following are a few things about toddlers and 
2s that you need to know. Plan your class sessions with these things in mind.

Physically, toddlers and 2s
• are active.
• can walk without falling, but are awkward.
• may do things you don’t want them to do.

Intellectually, toddlers and 2s
• are very curious.
• learn through repetition.
• learn through all their senses.

Emotionally, toddlers and 2s
• sometimes don’t want to leave their parents.
• have feelings which may be immediate, intense, and personal.
• are more secure with familiar people, surroundings, and structure.

Socially, toddlers and 2s
• play alone.
• don’t want to share toys.
• are mostly concerned with themselves.

Spiritually, toddlers and 2s
• are developing attitudes about God, Jesus, and the church.
• can listen to and may sing songs about God.
• can listen to and may pray simple prayers to God.

Children will love seeing Teddy the bear  
puppet as he begins the Bible Time and  
closes it each week. Download a paper-bag  
or a stick puppet or purchase a hand puppet 
from a puppet distributor (see the introductory  
pages for more information). Your children  
will hug, pet, and kiss Teddy! Call Teddy by  
name. Soon the children will be calling him  
by name too!
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What Toddlers & 2s Are Like Have a Plan
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          Shaping Toddlers & 2s 
          Who Learn Differently 
Toddlers and 2s with special 
needs may develop at a slower 
rate in one or more of the areas 
described.

Formal diagnoses for learning 
disabilities often come later 
than two years of age. It is 
routinely the omission of the 
developmental milestones 
reached during this year that 
indicate potential learning 
difficulties. However, there 
are developmental disabilities 
that can be identified at birth. 
Regardless of the developmental 
delay, Toddlers & 2s curriculum 
is ideally poised to assist you 
in shaping the hearts of these 
children for Jesus Christ.

This curriculum allows you to 
tailor a variety of activities 
to the needs of children who 
are developing atypically. 
Because these activities are also 
designed to engage children 
individually, each child receives 
one-on-one attention. Full of 
ideas for hands-on instruction, 
manipulatives, brightly colored 
books, age-appropriate 
teaching cues —this curriculum 
successfully reaches children 
with developmental delays.

Plan ahead
Prepare your room with basic supplies, age-appropriate furniture, and 
interesting things to look at. Do you have a CD player, a classroom Bible, 
a first-aid kit, disinfecting solution, gloves, extra diapers, and tissues?

Plan for classroom management
Before class, give enough time to preparation. Understand the 
characteristics of toddlers and 2s and teach accordingly. Pray for yourself 
and the children you teach. During class, show the children that you 
care about them. Know and use their names. Never raise your voice. 
When a toy confrontation occurs, give the toy to the child who had it 
first and give a matching toy to the second child. When a child is unkind 
to another child, talk with the child eye-to-eye about the need to be 
kind. Have a quiet corner where children can go when they become 
overstimulated or when they need a brief time away from the other 
children to calm down.

Plan to be safe
Know your church’s security guidelines and follow them. You should have 
guidelines about dismissing children and teacher-to-child ratios. Know 
the location of first-aid supplies. Before serving snacks, be aware of any 
allergies children may have. Make sure you have plans for what to do 
when a fire alarm sounds or in the case of severe weather. Know where 
each child’s parents or guardians are during the time children are in class. 
Since there are lots of safety and health guidelines you need to follow 
when working with toddlers and 2s, you’ll want to print and read the 
“Health and Safety” article on the CD.

Plan to include all children
Some of the children in your class will be from single-parent homes, 
blended families, and/or foster homes. Be sensitive to each child’s 
situation. Some children may have disabilities. Learn about the child’s 
disability. Plan to include the child in all activities, and show him the 
unconditional love of Jesus.

Plan to lead children to Jesus
Remember that all your plans should lead in only one direction—to Jesus. 
Plan and pray that all you do will help lay the foundation for a child to 
have a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ. 

“My Lord, I do not ask to 
stand, as king or prince of 
high degree. I only pray that 
hand-in-hand, a child and I 
may come to Thee.”

—anonymous

See the Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s Convenience Kit CD for a complete Bible skills 
plan for all the kids in your church—from toddlers and 2s through preteens.
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Suggested Schedule
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Toy safety
When purchasing toys, read 
packages carefully. Many are not 
designed for toddlers and 2s. All 
toys should meet the following 
guidelines:
 • too large to swallow
 • unbreakable
 • washable
 • no sharp edges or points
 • no exposed nails or wires
 • no parts that could pinch 

fingers
 • does not need electricity 
 • made with nontoxic 

materials

Note concerning stickers
When choosing activities, 
please remember that stickers 
or other small parts are not 
recommended for very young 
children.

Allergy notice
Before each class session, print 
and fill out the Allergy Notice 
from the CD. Post it visibly for 
parents to take note. And always 
check your own children’s 
information.

Only you know the schedule that works best for you and the children. Once  
you have a schedule that works well, you will want to distribute it to all  
teachers and helpers and post it in your room. The following is a suggested 
schedule for using HeartShaper curriculum. You can use this schedule for  
both the first hour and the extra hour.

� Greet children and parents at the door to your room. Tell children as you 
check them in how glad you are to see them. Don’t forget to label diaper  
bags and sippy cups. Call children by name as you or another teacher direct 
them to an activity.

� 25–30 minutes  Engage children in some of the fun activities described in 
Activity Time. How many you do depends on the number  
of teachers and helpers available.

� 5–10 minutes  Gather children for Bible Time. Your time may be shorter  
or longer, depending on which version of Bible Time you do.  
Or you may wish to do Bible Time with individual children.

� 5–10 minutes  Serve children a snack. Be aware of food allergies.

� 15–20 minutes  Let children enjoy some of the fun activities described in 
Discovery Time. You also may want to let children repeat 
some activities they enjoyed during Activity Time.

� As needed, check diapers and give restroom breaks. Provide a quiet place 
where children can rest.

� Transition to the extra hour if you offer one. If not, tell children good-bye.  
Give parents copies of Family Together Time from the CD and any craft 
activities their children may have done.

Setting up the room
• Make sure your room is child-safe. Toddlers and 2s love to explore. Make  

sure they can explore safely.
• Don’t overload the environment with too many toys or activities. Plan to  

rotate toys.
• Have at least two each of the children’s favorite toys. Young children don’t  

usually like to share and will cry if you force them to share. Some favorites 
include soft blocks, soft balls, push-pull toys, unbreakable mirrors, picture 
books, stacking/nesting items, soft climbing forms, washable dolls, rhythm 
instruments, and crawl-through tunnels.

Picture schedule
Make a picture schedule (available in the Special Needs folder on the 
Convenience Kit CD) that visually tells your children what will happen next. 
The stability and predictability of your classroom may not completely alleviate 
separation anxiety, but it will make great strides in shortening its duration.
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Lesson Scripture Focus

Lesson 1
God Made Birds

Genesis 1:20-25 � God made birds.

Lesson 2
God Made Fish

Genesis 1:20-25 � God made fish.

Lesson 3
God Made Little 
Animals

Genesis 1:20-25 � God made little 
animals.

Lesson 4
God Made Big Animals

Genesis 1:20-25 � God made big 
animals.

Lesson 5
God Made All  
the Animals

Genesis 1:20-25 � God made all the 
animals.

Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1

Bible Words
“God made the animals” 

(based on Genesis 1:25).

Possible Responses by Children 
During Unit 1

Children will
• know that God made birds 

and fish.
• know that God made little 

and big animals.
• smile and/or clap hands; 

be happy to hear that God 
made animals.

• sing or listen to songs about 
God making animals.

• become familiar with the 
words God and God made 
animals.

• say “God made the animals.”

Especially for Older 2s and 
Younger 3s!
If you are teaching older 2s 
and/or younger 3s, you may 
want to substitute unit 2 or 3 
in this teacher guide for the CD 
printable Bonus Unit lessons 
titled “Joshua Obeys God.” 

Special Needs Helps
Look for this symbol to 
identify activities that 
work well for all children, 
including those with special 
needs. Additional helps can be 
found in the Special Needs folder 
on the Convenience Kit CD and 
at www.heartshaper.com. Be sure 
to read the tips written especially 
for this summer quarter found 
in the Special Needs folder and 
the tips for this unit in the unit 1 
folder. 

Online Helps 
See the introductory 
pages for information 
about downloads that are 
available.

Unit 1 God Made Animals

Bible Background for the Teacher 
On the fifth and sixth days of creation, God filled the water with living 

creatures and the skies with birds. He made animals that could walk, 
slither, creep, and jump to fill the land. God gave some animals layers of 
fur to keep them warm, while others received the ability to change colors 
to blend in with their environment. God used intricate detail in creating 
animals. And what a vast number of animal species there are! Only Almighty 
God could be the creator of them all!

HeartShaper Materials for Unit 1
Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s Convenience Kit
CD
Audio Tracks

“Oh, I Love to Pat the Bible” (track 1)
“God Made Animals” (track 2)
Quiet Music (tracks 8 and 9)
“God Made Animals” activity (track 10)
Animal Sounds (track 12)
Bird Sounds (track 16)

Printable Files 
Family Letter, Special Needs Helps (unit 1); Family Together Time 
take-homes (issues 1–5); Bird (lesson 1); Fish (lesson 2); Bunny (lesson 
3); Horse, Lion (lesson 4); God Made All the Animals (lesson 5)

Visuals
unit 1 poster (sheet 1); unit 1 mobile cards, animal photos cards (sheet 3); 
matching animal photo cards (sheet 5); song poster, animal peekaboo 
cards (sheet 6); God Made Animals book 

Save things you have 
created for classroom 
use—whether made from 
items in the Convenience 
Kit or from other materials. 
A number of these can 
be reused throughout any 
given unit.

Suggested Schedule

Toy safety
When purchasing toys, read 
packages carefully. Many are not 
designed for toddlers and 2s. All 
toys should meet the following 
guidelines:
 • too large to swallow
 • unbreakable
 • washable
 • no sharp edges or points
 • no exposed nails or wires
 • no parts that could pinch 

fingers
 • does not need electricity 
 • made with nontoxic 

materials

Note concerning stickers
When choosing activities, 
please remember that stickers 
or other small parts are not 
recommended for very young 
children.

Allergy notice
Before each class session, print 
and fill out the Allergy Notice 
from the CD. Post it visibly for 
parents to take note. And always 
check your own children’s 
information.

7

work well for all children, 
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8 Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1

Bible Time 
Story for Unit 1

Focus
� God made the animals.

Bible Words
“God made the animals” 
(based on Genesis 1:25).

Before Class
Cover the animal photo cards 
with clear adhesive covering. Or 
use a stuffed or toy bird, fish, 
cat, and cow. 

Read Special Needs Tips 
in the CD Special Needs 

folder for how to use Bible Time 
with children who have special 
needs. Also read the Special 
Needs Helps in the unit 1 folder 
about using a child’s natural 
interest in animals. 

Teaching Tip
If you have a Teddy the bear 
puppet, use him to welcome the 
children to Bible Time. Let the 
children tell him good-bye when 
Bible Time is over.

Clap while singing this song several times:
(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
I like to go to church.
I like to go to church.
With all the other boys and girls,
I like to go to church.

At the end of the song, clap and ask everyone 
to clap. SAY: We’re glad to be at church! We’re 
glad you’re at church today. Hold the mirror in 
front of each child. We’re so glad ___ is at church 
today. And we’re so glad ___ is at church today. 
Do this with each child, using each child’s name.

Show your Bible and ASK: What is this? 
Encourage verbal children to say “Bible.” SAY: We 
love our Bible. Let’s pat our Bible. Hold the Bible 
in front of each child. Let each child pat the Bible 
while singing “Oh, I Love to Pat the Bible” (track 1) 
several times:

(tune: “Did You Ever See a Lassie?”)
Oh, I love to pat the Bible,
The Bible, the Bible.
Oh, I love to pat the Bible,
For it is God’s Word. 

SAY: The Bible tells us that � God made the 
animals. God made birds. Show children the bird 
photo. Let each child touch the bird photo while 
singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the birds to fly.
God made the birds to fly.
Thank You, God, for making birds.
God made the birds to fly.

Play the bird sounds (track 16) from the CD. 
ASK: What is that? Encourage verbal children to 
respond. Birds! God made birds! Fly the bird over 
the children’s heads while singing this song:

God Made Animals   (longer version)

Based on Genesis 1:20-25 

The Bible Time story, “God Made Animals,” can be told in two ways: 
(1) Use the shorter stories printed within the weekly lessons, or (2) Tell the 
story in its entirety each week. The entire story is printed below.

Bible Time can be done in a variety of ways. You can do Bible Time:
• with individual children.
• with a few children at a time on carpet squares.
• with children at a table with built-in seats or clip-on chairs.
• with children on chairs at a table.
• in your own creative way.
Encourage children to sing the songs with you. Ask other teachers and 

helpers to sing too! The song “Oh, I Love to Pat the Bible” is recorded on 
the CD.

Materials
hand mirror; Bible; CD tracks 1, 12, and 16; CD player; sheet 3 animal photo 
cards; plastic fish; plastic container filled with water; stuffed or toy “little” 
and “big” animals; clear adhesive covering 
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Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the birds to fly.
God made the birds to fly.
Thank You, God, for making birds.
God made the birds to fly.

SAY: The Bible tells us that � God made the 
animals. God made fish. Show children the fish 
photo. Let each child touch the fish photo while 
singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the fish to swim.
God made the fish to swim.
Thank You, God, for making fish.
God made the fish to swim.

SAY: Fish swim in water. Put the plastic fish in 
the container of water. God made fish to swim 
in water. Show each child the fish in the water. 
Encourage the children to touch the fish in the 
water while singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the fish to swim.
God made the fish to swim.
Thank You, God, for making fish.
God made the fish to swim.

SAY: The Bible tells us that � God made the 
animals. God made little animals. Show children 
the cat photo. Let each child touch the cat photo 
while singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the little cats.
God made the little cats.
Thank You, God, for making cats.
God made the little cats.

ASK: What sound does a cat make? Lead the 
children to say “meow, meow.” What sound does 
a dog make? Lead the children to say “bark, 
bark.” What sound does a sheep make? Lead the 
children to say “baa, baa.” Let each child touch 
and hold the toy animals while singing this song: 

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the little animals.
God made the little animals.
Thank You, God, for making animals.
God made the little animals.

SAY: The Bible tells us that � God made the 
animals. God made big animals. Show children 
the cow photo. Let each child touch the cow 
photo while singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the big cows.
God made the big cows.
Thank You, God, for making cows.
God made the big cows.

ASK: What sound does a cow make? Lead the 
children in mooing. What sound does a horse 
make? Lead the children in neighing. What sound 
does a lion make? Lead the children in roaring. 
Let each child touch and hold the toy animals 
while singing this song: 

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the big animals.
God made the big animals.
Thank You, God, for making animals.
God made the big animals.

Play the animal sounds (track 12) from the CD. 
After each sound, ASK: What animal is that? 

SAY: The Bible says that � God made all the 
animals. Who made the animals? Encourage 
verbal children to say the Bible Words. Hold the 
mirror in front of each child as you SAY: � God 
made the animals, ___. Do this with each child, 
using each child’s name. 

Fold your hands and encourage children to 
fold their hands. PRAY: Dear God, thank You for 
making all the animals. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
Encourage verbal children to say “thank You” or 
“God.” 

9
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Activities for Babies 12 Months and Younger

            Lesson 1 at a Glance

10 Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, 
Unit 1

Materials
Bible

Materials
toy animal

Materials
book with pictures of 
animals

Materials
toy animals, baby spoon

When determining what 
activities to do with 

babies, take cues from the 
babies as to their abilities and 
preferences. Some babies prefer 
to be held, while others do not.

If there are no babies in your class, copy and give this to a teacher who 
will use these activities with babies.

Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25 

Focus: � God made the animals.

Bible Words: “God made the animals” (based on Genesis 1:25).

Possible Responses by Babies: Babies will hear that God made 
animals, smile, and be happy to hear about God making animals. 

Use these activities with individual babies to help them explore the theme, 
� God made the animals. Some of these activities can also be found on 
the sheet 2 poster in the Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s Convenience Kit.

Hello God Time�Pat the Bible 
Help each baby pat the Bible as you SAY: 
� God made the animals.
It is true!
God made the animals
For me and you!

Floor Time�Reach for the Animal
Place a baby on the floor, and place a toy animal just out of the baby’s 

reach. Encourage the baby to reach for the animal. SAY:
Reach for the ____ (name of animal).
God made ____ (name of animal).
� God made all the animals! Thank You, God! 

Hug and Hold Time�“God Made Animals”
Hold a baby and help the baby turn the pages of a book that has 

pictures of animals. Help the baby pat the pictures of animals while 
singing this song to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” 

� God made animals. God made animals.
Yes, He did. Yes, He did.
God made the animals. God made the animals.
Yes, He did. Yes, He did. 

Floor Time�Caring for the Animals
Give a toy animal to one of the children. Hold another toy animal and 

pretend to feed it. Help the child feed his toy animal.
SAY: � God made the animals. We can help take care of the animals by 

feeding them. Thank You, God, for making animals.

Unit 1

Unit 1, Summer, Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, HeartShaper® Curriculum 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.
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            Lesson 1 at a Glance

God Made Birds
Scripture: Genesis 1:20-25
Focus: � God made birds. 
Bible Words: “God made the animals” (based on Genesis 1:25).

Heart to Heart Teacher Devotion
Did you know that there are thousands of different species of birds? God could have 

made one type of bird, but He didn’t. Did you know that birds sing and make calls to 
communicate and that there are hundreds of different types of songs and calls? God 
could have created all the birds to make one type of sound, but He didn’t. God the 
creator is creative! 

Some scientists believe that birds are born with some innate capacity to develop 
songs. They are right! God has programmed even the tiniest bird with abilities and 
special qualities—just observe a hummingbird. Look out a window and thank God for His 
creation.

ACTIVITY 
TIME
Use one or more of 
these activities to help 
children explore the 
theme, God made 
birds.
Note: You can find 
the CD, visual sheets, 
and board books in the 
Toddlers & 2s Teacher’s 
Convenience Kit.

First Hour
Unit 1 Activities
poster, books and 
puzzles, song 

Jump for the Animals 

Bird Search 

Materials
• sheet 1 unit 1 poster, 
sheet 6 song poster, God 
Made Animals book, books 
and puzzles, CD, CD player 

• sheet 3 unit 1 mobile 
cards, yarn

• CD Bird printable file, 
colored paper, scissors, CD, 
CD player 

Extra Hour
Unit 1 Activity
“God Made Animals” 

“God Made the Birds”

Materials
• CD, CD player 

• CD Family Together 
Time issue 1 printable 
file

BIBLE  
TIME
Help children know that 
God made birds.

Bible Time can be done several 
ways and whenever best fits your 
schedule. If you do the longer Bible 
Time story, you will need more 
items.

• hand mirror, Bible, 
sheet 3 bird photo card, CD, 
CD player, clear adhesive 
covering 

Bible Time can be done several 
ways. If you do one of the other 
story options, you will need differ-
ent items.

• hand mirror, Bible, 
CD, CD player, God 
Made Animals book 

DISCOVERY  
TIME
Use one or more of 
these activities to 
help children continue 
exploring the theme, 
God made birds.

Peekaboo Picture Board 

Fly Like Birds 

Birds and Feathers 

Saying Good-bye 
or Transition to 
Extra Hour

• sheet 6 animal peekaboo 
cards, glue, poster board 

• sheet 3 bird photo card, 
CD, CD player 

• CD Bird printable file, 
colored paper, artificial 
feathers, paper plates, 
scissors, hole punch, yarn, 
marker, glue stick 

• animal picture books, CD 
Family Together Time issue 
1 printable file

Puppet Fun
Teddy Likes Birds

Matching Animal Photo 
Cards 

Let’s Go! 

What Do You See? 

Saying Good-bye

• Teddy the bear 
puppet

• sheet 5 matching 
animal photo cards 

• sheet 3 bird photo, 
riding and push/pull 
toys, CD, CD player 

• CD Bird printable file, 
marker, construction 
paper, scissors, tape, 
large crayons 

• CD Family Together 
Time issue 1 printable 
file

Lesson 1

11Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 1
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12 God Made Birds, Lesson 1

Materials
sheet 1 unit 1 poster, sheet 6 
song poster, God Made Animals 
book, books and puzzles, CD 
track 2, CD player 

Teaching Tip
Cover the poster and book with 
clear adhesive covering.

Materials
sheet 3 unit 1 mobile 
cards, yarn (optional: 
dowel rod)

Something More!
Play God Made Animals activity 
from the CD track 10. Encourage 
children to do the actions.

Materials
CD Bird printable file, 
two or three colors of 
colored paper, scissors, CD 
track 16, CD player

Transition to Bible Time
• Use a cleanup song or signal to 
transition to Bible Time. 

Welcome
• Use a Teddy the bear puppet to welcome the children.
• Do check-in procedures you follow (name and security tags, etc.).
• Play quiet music in the background (tracks 8 and 9).
• Lead each child to an activity.

Unit 1 Activities
Use these activities anytime during your session. Children will enjoy 

doing them each week.
Poster: Before class, display the unit 1 poster in your room. Ask children 

to point to the bird. SAY: � God made birds.
Books and puzzles: Use the God Made Animals book and other books 

and puzzles that show animals. Look at books with interested children, 
and help children do puzzles. Talk about the animals God made.

“God Made Animals” song: Before class, display the unit 1 song poster 
in your room. Play “God Made Animals” from the CD. Sing with individual 
children or small groups of children. You may want to show pictures of the 
animals mentioned in the song.

Jump for the Animals
Before class, press out the animal mobile cards. Press out the hole in 

each card and string with yarn. Suspend the cards from the ceiling in your 
room. (Or suspend them from a dowel rod to hold above the children’s 
heads.) Leave the mobile up during unit 1.

Encourage the children to look at the pictures and jump up or reach 
high for them. Or you can hold children up to the pictures so they can 
touch them. SAY: Look, there’s a bird. � God made birds. Sing the 
following to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.” Encourage verbal 
children to sing with you. God made the animals. Yes, God made the 
animals. God made all the animals. Yes, God made the animals.

1s will look up, jump, and reach for the pictures.
2s will do the above and sing the Bible Words.

Bird Search
Before class, use the bird pattern from the CD to make lots of paper 

birds from two or three colors of colored paper. Before this activity, hide 
them in conspicuous places in the room. 

Hold up one of the birds. SAY: This is a bird. � God made birds. 
Encourage the children to look for more birds hidden in the room. Ask 
them to bring you the birds they find. Make sure each child finds at least 
one bird. Play the bird sounds as children search. ASK verbal children: 
What color is the bird you found? Who made the birds? Encourage 
children to say the Bible Words with you. (If children are still interested, 
hide the birds again and let children search for them.) For added fun, ask 
the children to find the red birds, the blue birds, and so on.

1s will enjoy finding the birds and listening to bird sounds.
2s will do the above, respond to questions, and say the Bible Words.

Focus
� God made birds.

Bible Words
“God made the animals” 
(based on Genesis 1:25).

Activity Time  (25–30 minutes)

Do these activities with individual children or a few children at a time to 
help children explore the theme, God made birds.
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Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 1

Materials
hand mirror, Bible, 
sheet 3 bird photo card, 
CD tracks 1 and 16, CD player, 
clear adhesive covering

Before Class
Cover the bird photo card with 
clear adhesive covering. A fun 
alternative to the bird photo is 
to purchase a realistic-looking 
bird at a craft store. 

Tips About Bible Time
Encourage verbal children and 
other helpers to sing the songs 
with you!

The song “Oh, I Love to Pat 
the Bible” is recorded on the CD.

If you have a Teddy the bear 
puppet, use him to welcome the 
children to Bible Time. Let the 
children tell Teddy good-bye 
when Bible Time is over.

Read Special Needs Tips 
in the CD Special Needs 

folder for how to use Bible Time 
with children who have special 
needs. 

Focus
� God made birds.

After children have gathered for Bible Time, clap while singing this song 
several times:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
I like to go to church. I like to go to church.
With all the other boys and girls, I like to go to church.

At the end of the song, clap and ask everyone to clap. SAY: We’re so 
glad to be at church! We’re glad you’re at church today! Hold the mirror 
in front of each child. We’re so glad ___ is at church today. And we’re so 
glad ___ is at church today. Do with each child, using each child’s name.

Show your Bible and ASK: What is this? Children should say “Bible.” We 
love our Bible. It tells us about God. Let’s pat our Bible. Hold the Bible in 
front of each child. Let each pat the Bible while singing “Oh, I Love to Pat 
the Bible” (track 1) several times:

(tune: “Did You Ever See a Lassie?”)
Oh, I love to pat the Bible, the Bible, the Bible.
Oh, I love to pat the Bible, for it is God’s Word.

SAY: The Bible tells us that God made the animals. � God made birds. 
Show children the bird photo. Let each child touch the bird photo while 
singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the birds to fly. God made the birds to fly.
Thank You, God, for making birds. God made the birds to fly.

Play the bird sounds (track 16) from the CD. ASK: What is that? 
Encourage verbal children to respond. Birds! � God made birds! Fly the 
bird over the children’s heads while singing this song:

(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
God made the birds to fly. God made the birds to fly.
Thank You, God, for making birds. God made the birds to fly.

The Bible says that � God made birds and God made all the animals. 
Who made the animals? Encourage verbal children to say the Bible 
Words. Hold the mirror in front of each child as you SAY: � God made the 
birds, ___. PRAY: Dear God, thank You for making the birds. In Jesus’ 
name, amen. Encourage verbal children to say “thank You” or “God.”

Bible Time  (shorter version: 5–10 minutes)Bible Time  (shorter version: 5–10 minutes)

Use this Bible Time or the longer version found on the unit 1 pages to help 
children know that God made birds.

13
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14 God Made Birds, Lesson 1

Materials
sheet 6 animal peekaboo 
cards, glue, poster board

Teaching Tip
The Peekaboo Picture Board will 
be used throughout units 1 and 2.

Materials
sheet 3 bird photo, 
CD track 16, CD player 
(optional: crepe paper, scissors)

Materials 
CD Bird printable file, 
colored paper, artificial 
feathers, paper plates, scissors, 
hole punch, yarn, marker, glue 
stick

Transition to Extra Hour
• Have at least one adult greet 
new children and at least 
one adult engage children in 
activities away from the door.
• Continue Discovery Time 
choices children are enjoying.
• Read books with children, 
especially books with pictures of 
animals. Make sounds that the 
animals make.

Focus
� God made birds.

Peekaboo Picture Board
The predictability of this activity makes it fun for children who crave 

routine and feel safe when they know what is going to happen next!
Before class, press out the peekaboo cards and fold on the dotted lines 

so the pictures are inside. Glue the folded cards to the poster board.
Put the poster board on the floor or on a table and encourage a child to 

lift a flap and look at a hidden picture. ASK: What do you see? Encourage 
verbal children to respond. It’s a _____. God made the animals. Invite 
verbal children to say the Bible Words with you. This week, be sure to 
point out the picture of the bird. SAY: Birds are so pretty. I’m glad that 
� God made birds. 

1s will enjoy lifting the flaps and looking at the pictures.
2s will do the above, name what they see, and say the Bible Words.

Fly Like Birds
Show children the bird photo. ASK: What is this? Encourage verbal 

children to respond. Play the bird sounds. What do you hear? I hear 
birds. � God made birds! Let’s pretend we are birds flying through the 
sky. Model flapping your arms while walking around the room. Encourage 
the children to model your actions. Continue to play the bird sounds as 
children pretend to fly like birds. For more fun, give each child an 18" strip 
of crepe paper. Show them how to hold the paper up high as they fly like 
birds. 

1s will enjoy listening to the bird sounds and pretending to fly like birds. 
2s will do the above and respond to questions.

Birds and Feathers
Before class, use the bird pattern from the CD to copy onto colored 

paper one or two birds for each child. One for each child. Punch holes at 
the top of the paper plates (one per child) and tie with yarn. Print “God 
made birds” on the plates.

Help each child glue one or two birds onto the plate. Allow children to 
choose a few feathers. Help them glue the feathers onto their birds. As 
they work, ask verbal children, What color is your bird? Who made birds? 

SAY: � God made birds to have soft feathers. The feathers help the 
birds fly. I’m glad that � God made birds. 

1s will press on the bird figures and choose feathers to press on. 
2s will do the above and respond to questions.

Saying Good-bye
For children who are leaving, give parents craft activities and copies 

of Family Together Time issue 1 from the CD. Tell parents something 
their children enjoyed. SAY: Good-bye. See you next time! Note: Family 
Together Time is also available online for families to download. See 
www.heartshaper.com.

Discovery Time  (15–20 minutes)

Do these activities with individual children or a few children at a time to 
help children continue exploring the theme, God made birds. 
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Toddlers & 2s Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 1, Extra Hour

Materials
CD track 10, CD player 

Materials
CD Family Together Time 
issue 1 printable file

Materials
hand mirror, Bible, CD 
tracks 1 and 2, CD player, 
God Made Animals book

Tips About Bible Time
Encourage verbal children and 
other helpers to sing the songs 
with you!

The song “Oh, I Love to Pat 
the Bible” is recorded on the CD.

If you have a Teddy the bear 
puppet, use him to welcome the 
children to Bible Time. Let the 
children tell Teddy good-bye 
when Bible Time is over.

Read Special Needs Tips 
in the CD Special Needs 

folder for how to use Bible Time 
with children who have special 
needs. 

Bible Words
“God made the animals” 
(based on Genesis 1:25).

Focus
� God made birds.

Welcome
• Use a Teddy the bear puppet to welcome new children.
• Do check-in procedures you follow (name and security tags, etc.).
• Check and change diapers and/or have restroom time.

Unit 1 Activity  “God Made Animals”
Play God Made Animals activity. Do the actions and invite the children 

to do the actions. Remind them that � God made birds.

“God Made the Birds”
Sing the song from Family Together Time. Invite children to do the 

actions. Use a cleanup song or signal, and transition to Bible Time. 

Bible Time
Use this Bible Time, the one from first hour, or the longer version found 

on the unit pages.
Clap while singing this song several times:
(tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)
I like to go to church. I like to go to church.
With all the other boys and girls, I like to go to church.

Clap and ask everyone to clap. SAY: We’re so glad to be at church! 
We’re glad you’re at church today! Hold the mirror in front of each child, 
using each child’s name. We’re so glad ___ is at church today. And we’re 
so glad ___ is at church today. 

Show your Bible and ASK: What is this? Children should say “Bible.” We 
love our Bible. It tells us about God. Let’s pat our Bible. Hold the Bible in 
front of each child. Let each pat the Bible while singing “Oh, I Love to Pat 
the Bible” (track 1) several times:

(tune: “Did You Ever See a Lassie?”)
Oh, I love to pat the Bible, the Bible, the Bible.
Oh, I love to pat the Bible, for it is God’s Word.

Read God Made Animals, showing the pictures as you read. Sing “God 
Made Animals” (track 2). Encourage children to clap their hands:

(tune: “Are You Sleeping?”)
God made birds. God made birds. Yes, He did. Yes, He did.
God made blue birds. God made red birds. Yes, He did. Yes, He did.

The Bible says that � God made birds and God made all the animals. 
Who made the animals? Encourage verbal children to say the Bible 
Words. Hold the mirror in front of each child as you SAY: � God made the 
birds, ___. PRAY: Dear God, thank You for making the birds. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

Extra Hour Activity and Bible Time  
(25–35 minutes)

Do these activities with individual children or a few children at a time to 
help children explore the theme, God made birds.

15
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            Lesson 2 at a Glance

16 God Made Birds, Lesson 1, Extra Hour

Materials
Teddy the bear puppet

Teaching Tip
If you do not have a Teddy plush 
puppet, make a stick puppet or 
a paper-bag puppet, using the 
Teacher Helps files from the CD.

Materials
sheet 5 matching animal 
photo cards

Teaching Tip
For an added challenge for older 
children, place more pairs of 
cards facedown and invite them 
to try to make matches.

Materials
sheet 3 bird photo card, 
riding and push/pull toys, 
CD track 16, CD player 

Something More!
Some of the older children may 
enjoy being the leader.

Materials
CD Bird printable file, 
marker, construction 
paper, scissors, tape, large 
crayons

Something More!
Give older children colorful bird 
stickers to add to their papers.

Note: Family Together Time is 
also available online for families 
to download. See  
www.heartshaper.com.

Focus
� God made birds.

Puppet Fun Teddy Likes Birds
Take Teddy to individual children or small groups. SAY: Hi! My name 

is Teddy. Make bird sounds. Listen! What do you hear? Make more bird 
sounds. What is making that sound? Oh, I know. Those are birds! I like 
birds. I like red birds and yellow birds and blue birds. Do you know who 
made birds? Invite verbal children to respond. � God made birds! 

Matching Animal Photo Cards
Place the two bird cards and two other matching cards faceup on a table. 

Hold up one of the bird cards. Here is a picture of a bird. � God made 
birds. Can you find another picture of a bird? Help children as needed. 
When children match the cards, clap your hands and SAY: Yay! You made a 
match! Encourage children to clap their hands. Continue doing this activity, 
using the different photo cards. ASK: What is that animal? Who made the 
animals? Encourage verbal children to say the Bible Words with you.

1s will match the cards.
2s will do the above, respond to questions, and say the Bible Words.

Let’s Go!
Before this activity, hide the bird photo. Set out several riding toys and 

push/pull toys children can play with.
SAY: It’s time to go look at some birds. Follow me! Play the bird sounds 

from the CD as you lead the children around the classroom while they 
either ride their vehicles or push/pull their toys. I hear the birds. Where 
are they? After a short walk, pull out the bird photo and SAY: Here is a 
bird! What color is the bird? Who made the birds? Encourage children to 
respond. � God made the birds! 

1s will enjoy riding or pushing/pulling a toy and may follow you.
2s will do the above and respond to questions. 

What Do You See?
Before class, print the bird pattern from the CD. Print: “God made birds” 

above the bird and print copies, one for each child. Cut half sheets of 
construction paper, and tape a half sheet to cover each bird.

Give each child one of the prepared papers. ASK: What do you see? 
Show the children how to lift up the paper. Now what do you see? Invite 
verbal children to respond. It’s a bird! � God made the birds! Children will 
enjoy covering and uncovering the bird lots of times. Let children scribble-
color the bird and the paper. As they color, ASK: What color is your bird? 
Who made the birds? 

1s will cover and uncover the bird and scribble-color.
2s will do the above and respond to questions.

Saying Good-bye
Give parents copies of Family Together Time issue 1 from the CD and craft 

activities their children may have done. SAY: Good-bye. See you next week!

Extra Hour Discovery Time  (20–25 minutes)

Do these activities with individual children or a few children at a time to 
help children continue exploring the theme, God made birds.
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Available from StandardPub.com or your Christian retailer. 

ACTIVITIES FOR TODDLERS & 2s

These pages are filled with simple 
pictures that toddlers and 2s  
recognize from their world.  
Children can color or add texture 
and stickers to pictures that help 
teachers reinforce and extend  
learning in fun ways!

Looking for activities for your
class? This book is full of
reproducible pages to make sure
you never run out of resources.
It even comes with a scope and
sequence so you can tie each
activity to your HeartShaper®
Children’s Curriculum.
•  Simple pictures to help toddlers

identify what God made
•  Options for adding texture

and stickers
•  Creative ways to use coloring

pages as teaching tools

God Loves Me  
Coloring Pages
Ages 1–2 
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HeartShaper helps kids grow to know and love God and His Word—and live it out!

What makes HeartShaper unique?
•  Kids take five journeys through the Bible by 

the time they reach 6th grade.

•  Bible skills, integrated into each lesson, build 
on each other from one age level to the next.

•  Activity options are included in most steps of 
each lesson.

•  Quick Step™ activities, easy to prepare and 
teach, require no materials other than the 
curriculum and common classroom supplies.

•  Special needs friendly activities  
are integrated into each lesson.  
Additional resources are available at  
www.heartshaper.com/special-needs.

You’ll want to use all the  
multisensory teaching tools  
provided with HeartShaper:

Plus, check out FREE online resources at www.heartshaper.com.
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