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2 Lesson 1

H e had a great family and a 
great church. But over time his 
friends began to mean more to 
him than home or church. One day 
he started shoplifting just to get 
respect. 
 “When I was in middle school, 
my aim in life was to be accepted 
at all costs. I would wear the mask 
needed to adapt to any situation.” 
 Ian believed that guilt was 
something you felt when you got 
caught. He had more “guts” than 
most of his friends and so took 
bigger risks. Youth group activities 
seemed boring compared to the 
thrill of breaking into somebody’s 
home and stealing their property. 

like his father. When Ian was 19, he 
succeeded in stealing $100,000 from 
a drug dealer. In three days Ian and 
his friends spent all of it on drugs 
and expensive hotel rooms. When 
the money ran out, Ian’s friends 
took off, and he felt the pain of his 
emptiness more than ever. Because 
of the hurt, he began to slowly turn 
back to God.

Around this time, he met a 
guy named Steve who saw Ian’s 
emptiness and reached out to 
help him. God used Steve as an 
enthusiastic example of divine 

love and wisdom. Ian watched him 
closely and soon concluded that he 
wanted to have the hope that Steve 
had by following God.
 “God used Steve to show and 
teach me wisdom from above. His 
unconditional love and acceptance 
won my heart to the love God really 
has for me.”
 With Steve’s encouragement, Ian 
decided to deepen his relationship 

with God and give Him even more 
control over his life. Ian entered 
a Christian one-year work/study 
program. In this place he was 
free from the old distractions and 
familiar temptations, so he could 
focus on his relationship with Jesus.
 There he found God’s wisdom 
from the Bible (especially the Book 
of James). In God’s Word Ian found 
everything he needed.
 “It was God who ordered the 
events of my life to bring me back 
to Him, despite my foolish choices. 
He pursued me—I was not running 
after Him.”

When that started getting old, Ian 
began playing around with drugs. 
 “Drugs and stealing became a big 
part of my life to make up for my 
insecurities and poor self-image. It 
became so important to ‘look cool.’ ”
 Ian became addicted to the 
excitement of a dangerous life, but 
he could feel that the thrills were 
diminishing. He had become a 
Christian at the age of nine, so he 
knew deep-down that his emptiness 
could only be filled by Jesus.
 When Ian was 17, the police 
caught him stealing a car. Because 
of this new police record, he lost 
his chance to attend the Air Force 
Academy and become a fighter pilot 

 God is also pursuing us. 
The sooner we stop running 
from God, the sooner we’ll 
realize all He has for us.

Ian made his first really stupid 
decision when he was 12.



Later that week another news 
bulletin follows up the first one. 
Your TV is still on the blink. Fill in 
the missing phrases.

FOLLOW-UP 
NEWS BULLETIN
 Good evening. Judge 
Samuel has returned from 
a week of summit meetings 
with God, bringing the people 
this answer: “You aren’t 
rejecting Samuel, you are 
______________________________ .

 “And let me warn you—life 
will be rough with a king. He will 
demand your best crops as taxes.”
 But the people of Israel have 
responded: ___________________
________________________________
____________________________ .
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4So all the elders of Israel gathered 
together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 
5They said to him, “You are old, and 
your sons do not walk in your ways; 
now appoint a king to lead us, such as 
all the other nations have.” 
  6But when they said, “Give us a king to 
lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he 
prayed to the Lord. 7And the Lord told 
him: “Listen to all that the people are 
saying to you; it is not you they have 
rejected, but they have rejected me as 
their king. 8As they have done from the 
day I brought them up out of Egypt until 
this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so they are doing to you. 9Now 
listen to them; but warn them solemnly 
and let them know what the king who 
will reign over them will do.”
  10Samuel told all the words of the Lord 
to the people who were asking him for  
a king. 

19But the people refused to listen to 
Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 
king over us. 20Then we will be like all 
the other nations, with a king to lead us 
and to go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 
 21When Samuel heard all that the 
people said, he repeated it before the 
Lord. 22The Lord answered, “Listen to 
them and give them a king.” 
 Then Samuel said to the men of 
Israel, “Everyone go back to his town.” 

Today’s Scripture
1 Samuel 8:4-10, 19-22

We want a king–NOW!Suppose you’re watching TV one night 
when a news bulletin suddenly interrupts 
your favorite program. The announcer 
looks very serious as he reports a big 
event—the story in today’s Scripture. But 
static suddenly interferes with the sound, 
and you can hear only pieces of the 
broadcast.

The Israelites Demand a King

Read 1 Samuel 8:4-10 and 19-22, 
and fill in the missing pieces of this 
news report:

NEWS BULLETIN         
 Good evening. In Israel today, 
a group of national leaders 
demanded that __________ appoint 
a __________ to rule the nation. A 
spokesman for the leaders gave two 
reasons for their request:

1. Judge Samuel is __________ and 
his sons ______________________
 ______________________________ .

2. ______________________________
____________________________ .

 Judge Samuel was unavailable 
for comment.

Now the news team has learned that 
Judge Samuel has agreed to grant 
the people’s request. Israel will have 
a king.

EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW
 Pretend you are Samuel. How 
would you answer these questions?

1 Judge Samuel, how did you feel 
when the people asked for a king? 
Why?

2 The people are right: your 
sons are unfit to run the nation. 
So what’s wrong with the people 
wanting a king?

3 Why do you think the people 
didn’t listen when you told them 
how rough having a king would 
be?
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  1 Finally Caught
 Finally Caught Word Search

  2 Fumble on the Play!
 Well, Excu-u-use Me!

  3 Not Just a Game
 Neighborhood Nuisances

  4 The Valley of Broken Promises
 Covenant Crossing

  5 Heart Smarts
 Megabrains, Beware!

  6 Under the Influence
 Let It Grow

  7 Because I Said So!
 Help!

  8 The Winning Team
 Put It On

  9 Be Courageous!
 Pumpkin-Mania

10 Could It Happen to Me?
 The Way Out

11 The Mystery of the Man with the  
    Golden Head
 Double Trouble Puzzle

12 Power-Packed Words
 Bible Bafflers

13 Life without Limits
 Help!
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  Find three words that make a phrase.

In the story Finally Caught,

where did Ian find what he needed? 

Answer: _________________________________________

 B F U G Z S X W L R O S P E B 

 G C O * B D H Y Y P P U F W X 

 T D W K B J G T U I C I Z D R 
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Some problems can make you feel 
as if you’re going in circles without 
a compass. When life throws you a 
curve, God can straighten things out.

Monday Read Proverbs 3:5-6. 
List some decisions you have 
to make. How do you usually 
make them? What do you think it 
means to “lean not on your own 
understanding”?

Tuesday What does it mean to 
“acknowledge” God? Create a 
day-long schedule and write God’s 
name in when you plan to spend 
time with Him. 

Wednesday Draw a heart on a 
piece of paper. Shade it to show 
whether you are wholehearted 
or halfhearted when it comes to 
leaning on God during hard times.

Thursday Draw a path on a piece 
of paper. Mark on the path any 
goals you have for your life. Then 
make it a point to pray about 
these goals. Commit your “path” 
to God.

Friday Read Psalm 32:8. What 
does God promise in this verse? 
How does that promise function as 
a “path straightener”?

Saturday End the week praising 
God for His promised guidance.

Trust in the Lord 
with all your 
heart and lean 
not on your own 
understanding; in 
all your ways 
acknowledge 
him, and he will 
make your paths 
straight.  
Proverbs 3:5-6

Pathfinder

In God’s Word

Answers from page 6: 
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