


5ELEMENTARY   |   LESSON 1

1

lesson

Theme for Unit 25: Good and Bad Choices

1
BIBLE BASIS
The boy Samuel listens 
to God (1 Sam. 3:1-19).

BIBLE TRUTH
God wants children to 
listen carefully to His 
directions.

MEMORY VERSE 
I will listen to what 
God the Lord will say. 
Psalm 85:8

LESSON AIM
That your students 
will choose to listen 
to God’s directions.

We Choose to  
Listen to God

LIFE NEED (5–10 MINUTES)
Use listening skills to decode a secret message.

 Materials: My Bible Book, p. 3

BIBLE LEARNING (15–20 MINUTES)
Bible Words: Learn about God’s house, Eli, and Samuel.

 Materials: My Bible Book, p. 4, Bible Overview Chart Teaching 
Aid, Bibles

Bible Story: Hear how Samuel learned to listen to God.

 Materials: Bibles

Bible Review: Identify things Samuel did as he was learning to 
listen to God.

 Materials: My Bible Book, p. 5, pencils

Memory Work: Learn Psalm 85:8.

 Materials: Bibles

BIBLE APPLICATION (5–10 MINUTES)
Discover why being a good listener is important for 
obeying God.

 Materials: My Bible Book, p. 6

LIFE RESPONSE (5–10 MINUTES)
Use a special calendar to practice listening to God.

Materials: Elementary Kid Crafts project for Lesson 1—
prepare a sample before class, tape or stapler, hole punch, 
string, Friends for Lesson 1

1

This symbol means 
extra preparation or 
supplies are needed.

2

3

4

Understanding  
Your Students
Elementary children are 
developing the logical skills 
needed to understand a series 
of statements. This means they 
are still learning how to listen to 
directions. In a group, they are 
more likely to talk to their friends 
than to concentrate on your 
instructions. To help your students 
learn to follow instructions, 
get their attention, establish 
control, and encourage them to 
listen carefully. Elementary-age 
children will develop better self-
discipline as they learn to focus 
their attention and listen carefully. 
This will also aid them in their 
Christian growth as they learn to 
focus on and listen to God.
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This week’s Bible story looks at the period of Israel’s 
history referred to as the time of the judges. Israel was 
a loose confederation of tribes. Israel did not yet have 
a king, so the primary authorities were those people 
recognized as God’s spokesmen, usually the priests and 
prophets. At special times, God raised up other leaders 
called judges. Samuel was the last of the judges.

Hannah was Samuel’s mother. For many years, she 
had been unable to have children. One year when she 
and her husband were visiting the tabernacle to offer 
their yearly sacrifices, she asked God for a son and 
pledged to give the child to the Lord’s service. When 
the high priest Eli understood her grief and her heartfelt 
prayer, he added his blessing to her request. Samuel 
was the child born in answer to Hannah’s prayer  
(1 Sam. 1).

When Samuel was about three years old, his parents 
brought him to the tabernacle. Hannah presented 
Samuel to Eli and dedicated him to the Lord’s service, as 
she had promised. So Samuel stayed with Eli and grew 
up serving God.

Samuel was obedient and devoted to God unlike Eli’s 
sons. They were disobedient and wicked. Even though 
Eli rebuked them, they would not repent. Eli did not 
remove his sons from their priestly office. Because of 
the wickedness of Eli’s sons and Eli’s failure to properly 
discipline them, God’s judgment fell on Eli and his  
sons.

God raised up an obedient and faithful man named 
Samuel to replace Eli as the Lord’s spokesman. In spite 
of the wickedness around him, Samuel had learned to 
love God and to listen to His voice. So God continued to 
speak to Samuel, and all of Israel knew that Samuel was 
God’s spokesman (1 Sam. 3:19-21).

Although there is still much evil in the world, God 
continues to speak. We may not hear an audible voice 
as Samuel did. But we can learn to love God and to 
listen to His Word. As we listen to Scripture, God will 
accomplish His purposes in our lives, too.

The following tips will help make giving 
directions easier and more effective.

 Before you begin, be sure all your 
students are seated, looking at you, 
and not talking.

 Check to see that they have nothing in 
their hands to “play” with.

 It’s best to give just one direction at a 
time. Try not to give more than two at 
once.

 Use as few words as possible in each 
direction.

 Watch for blank or puzzled looks. The 
children might not ask for clarification.

 Give examples whenever you can. 
Show the stages of a craft as you 
explain it, and have a finished 
product to show.

 Watch for left/right reversals—you 
may have to turn so that your right 
corresponds with your children’s right.

Understanding the Bible

Classroom Tips
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This activity will prepare your students for the Bible 
story about how God spoke to Samuel, and how Samuel  
listened. 

Distribute the copies of 
My Bible Book and have 
students turn to page 3. Read 
the title aloud: Is Anybody 
Listening? Let students 
answer. Take a moment to leaf 
through the book, identifying 
Bible people you will be 
studying throughout the 
quarter.

In order to unlock the 
secret for solving this 

mystery message, you will have to use the 
answer key. If you listen carefully and do what 
I say, you will be able to solve the mystery and 
find the secret message.

Have students look at the answer key. Explain that 
each letter of the alphabet has a number below it. 

Let’s look at the box below the answer key. We 
will fill in the blanks together. What is the letter 

for number 1? (A.) Have students write the letter A in 
the blank space. Continue with the rest of the blanks.

When the class has completed the last blank, read 
the message together. Let’s read the message 
together: I am a good listener!

Spend a few minutes discussing the importance of 
listening to directions. Here are a couple of questions to 
get you started.

  When do you need to be a good listener? (Allow 
children to answer. They may say at home, at school, at 
church.)

  Why is it important to be a good listener? 
(Children may say it helps them know what to do, keeps 
them safe, keeps them out of trouble.)

In today’s Bible story, we will learn about 
someone who was a good listener, too. So I want 
you to keep listening. After the story, I’ll see if 
any of you can tell me who the good listener was 
and who he listened to. 

Life Need 5–10 minutes

Objective: That your students will listen carefully to directions.1

Presession Activities

My Bible Book, page 3

Choose from the following activities 
for early arrivals.

 Attendance Chart: As children 
arrive, let them mark their 
attendance. They  may place a 
sticker, star, or check mark in the 
box each week they are present.  
Materials: Attendance chart, 
stickers or markers

 To help children discover that listening can be fun, 
have them make telephones from paper cups and 

string, knotting the string and threading it through a 
second cup from the bottom and knotting it again. 
Materials: paper cups and strings

 Play any kind of game that requires following 
simple directions such as tic-tac-toe.

 For Worship Time, use the DisKit CD from the 
Elementary Creative Teaching Aids. The DisKit CD 
provides songs for each unit. You will also find 
music and lyric sheets. 
Materials: DisKit CD, CD player

Attendance Chart
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Have your students turn to 
page 4 of My Bible Book. This 
page is referred to again in 
Lesson 11; you might want 
to save a page. Each week 
we will have a “My Bible 
Words” page. It will have 
the Bible memory verse 
on it and some of the new 
words from the Bible story 
to help us get ready for our 
Bible story each week.

Have students look at the top picture. Ask a 
volunteer to read the definition of “God’s house.” The 
tent in this picture is different from our church 
building. It could be taken down, moved, and 
set up again. It was made of poles and cloth 
instead of bricks or wood. God’s people had been 
traveling for a long time to get to a new land. 
That’s why God’s house was a tent that could be 
moved instead of a building.

Have your students 
pronounce the name 
“Eli” or “Samuel” with 
you before asking a 
volunteer to read the 
definition. 

Use the Bible 
Overview Chart 

Teaching Aid to find 
the following: Eli and Samuel’s story is in the Old 
Testament; their story is found in 1 Samuel. Have 
the children find 1 Samuel 3 in their Bibles. 

Now let’s listen to the Bible story and find out 
more about Eli, Samuel, and God’s house. 

BIBLE STORY
When Samuel was just a little boy, his parents took him 
to live at God’s house. Samuel lived with Eli and his 
sons. Eli was the high priest at the temple. As Samuel 
grew up, he learned to help with many of the chores 

that needed to be done at the temple. Samuel learned to 
love God. Eli’s sons also helped at the temple. But Eli’s 
sons did not love God or obey Him.

As Eli got older, he began to have trouble seeing. 
Eli was glad Samuel was there to help him. Whenever 
Eli needed help, he knew he could call for Samuel, and 
Samuel would come running to help him.

One night after Samuel had finished all his work, he 
went in and lay down on his sleeping mat. Soon he was 
sound asleep. Samuel had not been asleep very long 
when he heard someone calling, “Samuel!”

Eli is calling me, thought Samuel. He got up and ran 
to see what Eli wanted. “Here I am, Eli,” he said.

“I didn’t call you,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” So 
Samuel went back to bed. But soon the voice called 
again. “Samuel!”

Eli must need me, thought Samuel, and he ran to Eli 
again. “Here I am,” said Samuel.

“I did not call you, Samuel,” said Eli. “Go back and lie 
down.”

Samuel was confused because he was sure someone 
had called him. But he did not argue with Eli. Samuel 
went back to bed.

A little later, Samuel again heard a voice calling, 
“Samuel!”

And once again, Samuel jumped out of bed and ran 
to Eli. “Here I am,” he said.

“I didn’t call you, Samuel,” said Eli. Then Eli realized 
that God was calling Samuel. So Eli said, “Go back to 
bed, Samuel, and if you hear someone call you again, 
say, ‘Speak, Lord, for I am listening.’ ”

So once more Samuel went back to bed.
Soon Samuel heard the voice again calling, “Samuel! 

Samuel!”
But this time, Samuel did not run to Eli. Let’s read 

what he did instead.
As a class, read aloud together 1 Samuel 3:10. 
Then God told Samuel about some things that were 

going to happen. God said that because Eli’s sons were 
so wicked, He was going to punish them. And because 
Eli had not made his sons obey God’s rules, God was 

Bible Learning 15–20 minutes

Objective: That your students will learn how God spoke to Samuel and 
how He speaks to us.

2
I will listen to what God the LORD will say.

Psalm 85:8

Eli (EE-lie)
Eli was the high priest.
Priests helped people worship God.
Eli lived at God’s house.

God’s house
Long ago, God’s house was a tent.
God’s people went to God’s house to
worship God.

Samuel (SAM-you-ul)
The boy Samuel lived
at God’s house too.
Samuel helped Eli
take care of God’s house.

What was it
God said to

you? So Samuel told him
everything, hiding
nothing from him.

“My Bible Words” pages are a weekly feature of this workbook. They include the 
weekly memory verses and will help you understand key words, concepts, and Bible 
customs from the Bible stories you will hear this quarter. You will compare Bible times with life
today.4

My Bible Book, page 4

Bible Overview Chart Teaching Aid
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Samuel was a good listener. And he did what he 
was told.

  What does being a good listener have to do 
with obeying? (Allow responses.)

Have students turn to page 
6 of My Bible Book. Point to the 
first picture. Ask a volunteer 
to describe what is happening 
in this picture. (The teacher is 
reading one of God’s rules to 
the Sunday school class. Some 
of the children are talking 
instead of listening.)

Other volunteers could describe what is happening 
in the second picture. Then talk about what directions 
from God were given, how the directions were given, 
and who listened to and obeyed the directions.

Draw a smiling face in the space by the girl 
who is obeying her father. We need to listen to 
God so that we’ll know how to obey Him. Now 
draw a line from the obedient girl in the second 
picture to the girl who is listening to the teacher 
in the first picture.

Repeat this procedure with the next two sets of 
pictures. Name three ways God helps children 
today hear the things He wants them to know. 
(Through Sunday school teachers, directly through the 
Bible, and through parents.)

3 Bible Application 5–10 minutes

Objective: That your students will discover why being a good listener 
is important for obeying God.

going to choose someone else to be in charge of the 
temple. Samuel listened to what God told him.

In the morning, Eli called Samuel. “What did God say 
to you, Samuel?” he asked.

Samuel was afraid. He did not want to tell Eli what 
God had said.

But Eli insisted. “Tell me everything God said. Do not 
try to hide anything from me.”

So Samuel told Eli all that God had said. When 
Samuel was finished, Eli said, “He is God. He will do 
what is right.”

As Samuel grew up, God was with him. God often 
talked with Samuel, and Samuel listened carefully. 
Samuel wanted to obey God, so he did what God told 
him to do. He became a good worker for God.

BIBLE REVIEW
Have students turn to My Bible Book, page 5. This 
page tells us four things about Samuel. If the 
sentence is true, circle “Yes.” If it’s not true, 
circle “No.”

Before reading a sentence, ask your students 
what they think is happening in the picture. Read the 
sentence and give students a moment to circle one of 
the answers. Then let a volunteer give the right answer 
and tell what Samuel did. Sentence 1: No; Samuel lived 

with his parents only until they 
took him to God’s house to live 
with Eli.

Repeat this procedure for the 
remaining sentences. Sentence 
2: Yes; Samuel is helping Eli 
with the chores. Sentence 3: No; 
Samuel did not cover his ears. 
He ran to Eli and said, “Here I 
am; you called me.” Sentence 4: 
Yes; Samuel listened to God’s 
message.

MEMORY WORK
Have the children find and read Psalm 85:8 in their 
Bibles. Samuel listened to God. We can too. 
Our memory verse will help us remember how 
important it is to listen.

Invite the children to sit in a circle to practice the 
verse. Choose one child to start the verse by saying 
the first word. Let the children go around the circle 
with each child saying the next word in the verse. The 
child who says the reference stands up and remains 
standing. The next child begins saying the verse again. 
Continue saying the verse until all the children are 
standing. 

1

My Bible Book, page 5

My Bible Book, page 6
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It’s important to be a good listener. But being 
a good listener takes a lot of practice. We are 
going to make a special project now that will 
help you as you listen to God’s directions.

Before class, put together a sample of the Elementary 
Kid Crafts Calendar project. It will be helpful for you 
and the students to have a sample as they are putting it 
together. Distribute Kid Crafts Lesson 1, Sheets 1 and 2. 
Help the children remove the border, open the die-cut 

lines, fold the flaps, and glue 
the two sheets together in the 
center according to the printed 
instructions. Help students 
tape or staple the flaps at the 
top and bottom. If you wish, 
punch holes in the top corners 
of the calendar and tie on a 
string hanger.

Once the calendars are 
assembled, have your students 
turn to the side that has 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. 

Ask a student to read the Bible memory verse: “I will 
listen to what God the Lord will say.” Psalm 85:8. 

As we practice listening to God this week, 
we can also practice our memory verse. When 
you use your calendar during the 
week, look at the picture for the 
day and read the speech balloon.  
 

Before opening the flap, say Psalm 85:8 to 
yourself. Then open the flap and read God’s 
message. 

Use the picture for Sunday to show students how 
to use their calendars. Let a student describe what is 
happening in the picture and read the speech balloon. 
Someone else should read the question on the flap. 
Before opening the flap to see what God says, have 
students repeat the memory verse with you. Then open 
the flap and read God’s message.

Show this calendar to your parents and ask 
them to help you use it once every day. You could 
use it at mealtimes, at your family prayer time, or 
at bedtime. You can ask your parents to help you 
look up each day’s verse in the Bible and think 
about ways you can obey God’s directions.

CLOSING ACTIVITY
Close with a time of prayer. Have students thank God 
silently or aloud for His Word, the Bible. Then have them 
ask God to help them listen carefully to His directions, 
as young Samuel did. 

Check to be sure students have their copies of My 
Bible Book pages 3-6 and the Kid Crafts “Calendar” 
when they leave.

4 Life Response 5-10 minutes

Objective: That your students will use a special calendar to 
practice listening to God.

Elementary Kid Crafts, 
Lesson 1




