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Introduction

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me’” (John 14:6).

Welcome to an exciting and challenging growth experience for the 8-to-12-year-
olds in your church! Imagine the excitement as students are called to put Jesus’ 
own teachings to work in their lives as they strengthen their understanding of 
God’s will for them. Think of the challenge as your kids step out of the ordinary 
and take giant leaps of faith while discovering the fruits of putting our faith into 
action as Jesus desires. Study Jesus’ Teachings is the key to powerfully combining 
exciting experiences in faith with challenging, focused study to create effective, 
Bible learning!

Ask any student what the word study means and you’ll probably hear a few 
moans and groans rolled into the definition. And when kids think about studying 
the Bible, it often conjures up feelings of staid boredom and slow-paced reading—
not the exciting, inviting, or memorable experiences most kids crave. Not so with 
Study Jesus’ Teachings! This exciting, 52-week curriculum involves kids on every 
learning level: from reading and discussing Scripture, to using Bible-study tools to 
dig deeper, through engaging reinforcement and enrichment activities that chal-
lenge kids to model their lives after Jesus as they seek God on a deeper level. 

Study Jesus’ Teachings is organized topically around the words of Jesus and the 
examples He sought to teach us through His actions and love. It’s important for 
kids to profoundly understand that Jesus didn’t come simply to add to the laws 
and regulations that God first gave the Jews. Jesus also came as a powerful, life-
changing example of how God desires us to live in relation to Him and others. 
Jesus came to teach us that God’s Word is all-powerful, all-consuming, and all-
healing. Jesus’ own response to temptation demonstrates that God and His Word 
are all-powerful and vital; not only to our spiritual lives today, but to our eternal 
lives tomorrow! Jesus’ teachings and life examples of living as God desires are as 
relevant now as they were when Jesus first taught in Jerusalem’s temple so long 
ago. When kids understand the “why” and “how” behind what they’re learning, 
studying suddenly becomes explosively exciting, relevant and revealing, and,  
well . . . even cool!

Study Jesus’ Teachings Benchmarks
“If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15).

• The theme of this curriculum is Jesus is our teacher. Never before or 
since has there been a teacher as perfect, profound, or life-challenging and 
changing as Jesus! He used the perfect words to teach us and the perfect exam-
ples to reach us. Jesus wholly understood that we all learn in different ways but 
all need to learn the same truths. And so Jesus chose His teaching methods care-
fully and often concretely to assure that God’s truths, mercy, grace, love, and 
desires were brought to our hearts, minds, spirits, and lives. There’s no better 
benchmark for God’s truth than for kids to realize that we can count on Jesus. No 
matter what happens we can turn to the words of Christ and trust them to guide 
us in the right paths toward God. His are words to live by, in every way, every day. 
Study Jesus’ Teachings resounds with this message throughout the units. And 
as kids discover what Jesus teaches us about God and how we’re to live, they’ll 
understand why our heavenly teacher leads them to turn to God in prayer and 
Bible study in every circumstance.

3t

85554 Rt52Teachings1-9-SC.indd   3 5/12/08   8:53:33 AM



• The goal of this curriculum is to help children become disciples who 
live according to Jesus’ words. There’s more to following Jesus than simply 
reading His words. Kids must also learn that Jesus taught us about being disciples 
who actively share their faith, seek God’s will, fight evil, and serve others. Jesus 
knew that it’s not enough to be mere “pew sitters,” but that it’s faith in action 
and truth in motion that empowers us to serve God as we grow closer to Him. In 
Study Jesus’ Teachings, kids will explore what it means to seek God’s will in their 
lives and that God has unique and equally exciting plans for each of us. They’ll 
discover why being a disciple is important and how we can encourage other 
Christians to be the best they can be for God. Kids will also learn why we serve 
others and how serving brings us closer to God and to understanding how Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross draws us into being His thankful servants of mercy, com-
passion, and love!

• The focus of this curriculum is equipping students to use their Bibles.  
In Study Jesus’ Teachings, Bible passages are studied to allow students to learn as 
they build their Bible skills with the ultimate goal of helping kids feel confident 
to pick up a Bible and locate a Bible verses in both the Old and New Testaments. 
Kids are encouraged to use both concordances and Bible dictionaries to uncover 
the meaning behind verses and additional verses on a topic. Bible explorations 
will aid kids in finding biblical answers to everyday questions that challenge them. 
And students will use their Bibles to study Jesus’ words, commit to memory sig-
nificant Bible verses to become more effective disciples, and to establish firm 
foundations for doing what is right according to God and for making solid deci-
sions that show they’ve chosen to live as disciples according to God’s Word.

About the Study Jesus’ Teachings Lessons
Each Study Jesus’ Teachings unit is a month of study—most units have four 

lessons, while others have five. Over the course of a unit, you will focus on one 
area of Jesus’ teaching such as the importance of using Scripture to defeat evil 
and temptations, growing closer to God through recognizing His ultimate power, 
and the importance of praying to God. During the unit, you’ll be studying differ-
ent Bible passages in each lesson with an overriding memory verse tying the unit 
theme together with the passages. 

Parts of Each Lesson
• Unit Overview. Each unit opens with a brief introduction and summary of all 

that will be learned during the four or five lessons included. The overview lists 
the unit goals and what kids will discover as they study Jesus’ teachings for each 
thematic lesson.

•  Step 1: Finding the Teaching. Each lesson opens with an activity or brief dis-
cussion to get kids focused on the theme. Students will be told what they’ll be 
discovering during the lesson, then will use Bible skills to locate the Scripture 
passages that will be read and studied.

•  Step 2: Exploring the Teaching. During this portion of the lesson, kids will be 
interactively reading the Scripture passages and processing their discoveries, 
insights, and conclusions. A varied use of Bible-study tools are used as well as 
teaching techniques to keep kids focused.

•  Step 3: Trying the Teaching. This section encourages kids to respond to the 
context of the Bible passage in active ways such as through small-group discus-
sions or discovery using concordances, through prayer, or through other cre-
ative outlets.

•  Step 4: Applying the Teaching. Each lesson ends with a summary of what’s 
been learned and what Jesus’ teachings included. Kids will enjoy reinforce-
ment or enrichment activities such as games, crafts, songs, or creative prayers 
and poems. Every lesson ends with a prayer and expression of thanks for Jesus’ 
teachings and God’s truths.

4 s
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•  Powerful Take-Home Page. After every lesson kids will receive a fun-to-com-
plete take-home page filled with Scripture puzzles and challenges that encour-
age kids to keep studying Jesus’ teachings long after they leave church. Kids are 
encouraged to return their papers the following week to share their insights 
and discoveries with the rest of the class.

About Eight- to Twelve-Year-Olds
Here’s a brief look at middle and upper elementary kids that will help you 
respond more readily to your students and provide you with valuable insights as 
you share this exciting year of studying Jesus’ powerful teachings! 

   Characteristic   Implication for curriculum

   Memorize easily Provide challenges and contests 
to encourage Bible memoriza-
tion.

   Enjoy problem solving Provide activities that let kids 
discover their own answers by 
looking them up in the Bible.

   Have good coordination Provide active games that test 
physical as well as mental skills.

   Enjoy social interaction Include opportunities for discus-
sions in large and small groups 
and with partners.

   Desire to help others Provide time for prayer, and 
plan involvement in service proj-
ects. 

   Are highly creative Include activities that encourage 
individual expression.

   Need God’s guidance Include opportunities to make 
decisions based on lesson con-
tent. 

5t
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Unit Title Scripture Application Memory Verse
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it 
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it 
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it 

5
Un

it 
6
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it 

1

Jesus Teaches Us 
About Who God Is

Matthew 19:16-26
(the rich young man)

Matthew 5:43-48
(loving our enemies)

Matthew 6:1-8
(Sermon on the Mount)

Matthew 18:21-35
(Parable of the Unmerciful Servant)

John 10:22-33
(Jesus and the Father are one)       

Apply God’s standards 
to our own thoughts 

and actions as  
we worship and  

follow Him

Matthew 19:26

Jesus Teaches Us 
That God Loves Us

Luke 12:22-34
(God’s providence)

Luke 15:1-10
(Lost Sheep and Coin)

Luke 15:11-32
(Prodigal Son)

John 3:1-17
(God sent Jesus out of love)

Trust God to provide 
for our needs with  
his love and for our 

salvation through Jesus

John 3:16

Jesus Teaches Us 
How to Love God

Matthew 22:35-37
(greatest commandment)

Luke 11:1-4
(Jesus prays)

Matthew 22:15-22
(giving to God what is His)

Mark 1:35; 6:46; Luke 5:16; 6:12
(our relationship with God)

Recognize how God’s 
love changes us and 

how we can draw  
closer to God

Matthew 22:37

Jesus Teaches Us 
About Himself

Matthew 5:17-20
(Jesus fulfills the Law and Prophets)

John 12:37-50
(Jesus’ authority)

John 5:31-47
(testimony about Jesus)

Matthew 9:9-13
(Jesus came to call sinners)

Trust Jesus’ teaching, 
authority, and power to 

take away our sins
John 12:44

Jesus Teaches Us to 
Do God’s Will

Matthew 7:15-23
(obeying God’s will)
John 6:1-15, 25-40

(Jesus is the bread of life)
Luke 18:1-8

(God’s care for His people)
Matthew 26:36-44

(Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane)

Put faith into action 
and seek God’s will in 
every area of our lives

John 6:29

Jesus Teaches Us to 
Love Others

John 13:34, 35
(Jesus’ new commandment)

Matthew 22:34-40
(the two great commandments)

Matthew 6:9-15
(forgiving others)

Luke 10:25-37
(Good Samaritan)

John 15:1-17
(the vine and the branches)

Express faith by loving 
and forgiving others  
as Jesus loves and  

forgives us

Matthew 22:38, 39
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Unit Title Scripture Application Memory Verse
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11
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it 
12
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it 

7

Jesus Teaches Us 
About God’s Kingdom

Matthew 4:12-17
(the kingdom requires repentance)

Matthew 5:1-12
(Beatitudes)
John 14:1-4

(our heavenly home)
Matthew 28:16-20

(Great Commission)

Realize that our  
eternal home is  

with God and thank 
Him for preparing  

a place for us

Matthew 4:17

Jesus Teaches Us 
How to Live Right

John 9:35-41
(overcoming spiritual blindness)

John 10:1-6, 14, 16
(the Good Shepherd)
John 8:12; 12:42-50

(following Jesus’ light)
John 13:1-17

(Jesus serves his disciples)
Matthew 7:13, 14

(following the narrow road)

Identify Jesus “voice” 
and discover ways of 

becoming Jesus’  
servant

John 8:12

Jesus Teaches Us  
the Truth

Matthew 15:1-11
(obeying Jesus instead of humans)

John 8:12-18
(Jesus is the light of the world)

John 14:23-26; 16:13
(the Holy Spirit teaches us)

John 14:5-12
(Jesus is the way, truth, and life)

Use Scripture to under-
stand God’s  

will and explain that 
Jesus is our only  

path to eternal life

John 14:6

Jesus Teaches Us 
About Forgiveness

Mark 2:1-12
(Jesus’ authority to heal)

Luke 6:27-36
(forgiving our enemies)

Matthew 18:21, 22
(forgiving without measure)

Luke 23:32-43
(forgiveness through Jesus’ death)

Recognize that only 
God forgives us and 

seek to forgive others 
who have wronged us

Matthew 18:21, 22

Jesus Teaches Us 
About God’s Power

Mark 6:30-44
(feeding the five thousand)

Mark 4:35-41
(calming the sea)
Matthew 9:27-30

(God’s power to heal)
Mark 5:35-42

(raising Jairus’s daughter)
Matthew 21:18-22

(Jesus curses the fig tree)

Praise God for His 
power to heal us,  
to forgive us, and  
to offer us victory  
over eternal death

Matthew 21:21

Jesus Teaches Us 
About God’s Word

John 1:1-15, 14; 7:14-18
(Jesus is the Word)

Matthew 4:1-11
(temptation of Jesus)

Matthew 13:1-23
(the Sower and the Seeds)

Matthew 7:24-29
(wise and foolish builders)

Respond to God’s  
Word by putting 

Scripture to work  
to defeat temptation 
and to grow in faith

John 1:14
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t Unit Overview s

Why Understand Who God Is?
For any relationship to take flight and become friendly or familiar, you 

must get to know the other person on even the most basic of levels. What 
does the other person like and dislike? Is that person to be trusted, and if so, 
how much? Is that person good, forgiving, patient, and compassionate? And 
most of all, does that person have the capacity to love and be loved? If we 
ever hope to reach such a level of intimacy in a person, imagine how much 
more so we desire to know God! After all, He knows every thought and feel-
ing we have and is with us constantly. We want to know God as well and as 
deeply as possible because our very life and eternal spirit are in His hands!

Children desperately want to know that God is loving and forgiving and 
not some divine bully whose only thought is to be punitive and judgmental. 
Kids want to understand that God is supreme and in control when they 
know they’re not. They desire the security of a loving but firm Father who 
gives them a sense of purpose and hope in a sometimes hopeless world. And 
kids need to understand who God is before they can worship God for what 
He does in their lives! Use these five powerful lessons to help kids under-
stand on a deeper, life-changing level who God is and how we respond to 
His character and purpose.

Summary
Lesson 1 teaches kids that God is good. As they read about the rich young 

man seeking Jesus’ advice on how to receive eternal life, they’ll discover that 
only God is truly good and that we must rely on His mercy and goodness.

Lesson 2 presents the important truth that God is perfect. Jesus teaches 
kids that we must pray for others and forgive them, as God forgives us, even 
when it’s very hard to do.

Lesson 3 explores the way God knows our hearts. Kids will explore how 
our motives don’t always match our actions and that God knows exactly what 
thoughts, motives, and feelings are inside of us—and how we use them.

Lesson 4 teaches kids that God forgives. Kids will explore the relationship 
between repentance and forgiveness and how change must accompany 
repentance so that it’s not hollow and without value.

Lesson 5 is a powerful lesson that teaches kids that Jesus is God. Kids will 
explore examples of how Jesus spoke truth, helped and healed others, and 
used miracles to reveal His divinity.

Unit 1

Lessons 1-5

Jesus Teaches Us About Who God Is

Unit Aims 

Know
Examine attributes of God 
that help us to know Him 
better.

Feel
Feel closer to God through 
understanding what He 
desires for and of us.

Do
Change how we perceive 
God and His power as we 
work to forgive others, pray 
for them, and honor God 
for His goodness.

Memorize
Matthew 19:26

10 s
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God is perfect—
he is like no other,
And he calls for us

to forgive one another.
For when we forgive
as God wants us to,

We move closer to God
and to his perfect love, too! 

(Ephesians 4:32)

God is perfect—
he is like no other,
And he calls for us

to forgive one another.
For when we forgive
as God wants us to,

We move closer to God
and to his perfect love, too! 

(Ephesians 4:32)
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Circle the word that best applies to you.

 Do you avoid “getting even” when others do wrong things to you?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

	 When someone calls you a bad or hurtful name, are you willing to forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 Do you forgive others before they even apologize for what they’ve done?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 A mean neighbor broke your bike and can’t pay to fix it. Do you forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 After the umpteenth time your friend has been mean, are you still forgiving?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 The mean kid in class took your best pencil and won’t give it back. Do you forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

12 s

t How	Forgiving	Are	You? s

Circle the word that best applies to you.

	 Do you avoid “getting even” when others do wrong things to you?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

	 When someone calls you a bad or hurtful name, are you willing to forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 Do you forgive others before they even apologize for what they’ve done?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 A mean neighbor broke your bike and can’t pay to fix it. Do you forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 After the umpteenth time your friend has been mean, are you still forgiving?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER

 The mean kid in class took your best pencil and won’t give it back. Do you forgive?
	 ALWAYS	 SOMETIMES	 NEVER
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✹ ✹ ✹ ✹ Jesus Is God—Or Is He? ✹ ✹ ✹ ✹

!!
??

?

13t

Truth or Lies?
✹ What does Jesus say will happen in Matthew 26:34?  ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Did He tell the truth? (John 18:27)  _____________________________________________________

✹ What did Jesus tell the robber on the cross in Luke 23:43?  _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Did He tell the truth—did the man die (John 19:31, 32)?  ________________________________

✹ What does John 1:17 say about Jesus as being the truth, not lies?  ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

✹ According to Jesus, who gave manna from heaven? (John 6:32)  _____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Did He tell the truth? (Exodus 16:32)  __________________________________________________

Crazy or Caring?
✹ What kind of men did Jesus meet in Matthew 8:28?  ________________________________________

✹ What did the insane demons call Jesus in Matthew 8:29?  ___________________________________

✹ How did Jesus help the men? (Matthew 8:31, 32)  ___________________________________________

✹  If Jesus was a lunatic or insane, would He have helped the men? Explain.  __________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Is Lord!
✹ What did others have to say about who Jesus was, and who said these things?

Matthew 16:15, 16:  _______________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Matthew 1:23:  ___________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

If Jesus told the truth and was not lying, 

if Jesus cared and cured others and was not an insane lunatic, then . . .

Jesus is Lord and God!
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t God Is Good s

Bible Focus
Jesus teaches that only God is good and that through Him all things, 

including eternal life, are possible.

Life Focus
Recognize that no amount of money or good deeds gets us to heaven.

t Finding the Teaching s

Before class, place a wrapped candy for each child in a festive gift bag. 
Seal the bag closed and add a bow. Place the gift bag at the front of the 
room. Photocopy the ticket pattern from page 11. Cut the tickets apart, mak-
ing sure you have one for each child. 

As children arrive, greet them warmly and hand out markers and tickets 
as kids walk through the door. Say: Welcome to class. Today you need a 
ticket to enter the room. You also need a ticket to be eligible for shar-
ing in the gift bag at the front of the room! And oh, what a treat there 
is for you! When kids are seated, hold up the gift bag and say: This nifty 
surprise sack will help us during our lesson today to discover some 
important truths Jesus teaches us. Jesus is our best teacher when it 
comes to learning about God and His goodness and getting to heaven. 
Your tickets will also help throughout our lesson, so keep tight hold 
of them! Now let’s stop for a moment and think about what being 
“good” means to you. Does it mean you obey your parents? Does it 
mean you’re very smart or you’ve given a lot of money in the collec-
tion plate. Or does it mean you haven’t stolen, lied, or cheated? Flip 
your tickets over and list three reasons why you believe you’re good 
enough to share in our wonderful gift bag. 

Allow time for kids to write their reasons, then have them flip the tick-
ets back over and sign their names on the appropriate space. Then say: 
Before we discover what Jesus teaches us about being good, we 
need to go on a Scripture hunt! Our Scripture verses today are 
found in the New Testament in the book of Matthew. Open your 
Bibles and look for the book of Matthew. When you find it, wave your 
ticket high in the air. 

When all of the kids are waving their tickets, say: Good for you! Now 
let’s close in on the Scripture passage. Find chapter 19 in the book 
of Matthew. Remember, chapters have the larger numbers beside 
them. When you find chapter 19, touch your ticket to your nose. 
When all kids are touching their noses, continue: Now skim down the 
smaller numbers until you find verse 16. When you find it, place 

Classroom Supplies
• Bible
• gift bag and bow
• wrapped candies
• markers or pens

Curriculum Supplies
•  copies of the ticket pat-

tern from page 11
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your ticket in the crease of your Bible, like a bookmark.
When everyone has found the beginning of the passage (Matthew 19:16), 

say: It’s fun finding verses in the Bible. It’s like going on a special 
treasure hunt where God’s Word is the treasure! Before we discover 
all God’s special treasure holds for us in His Word, let’s share a 
prayer asking God to help us learn all that Jesus teaches us about 
God’s goodness. Pray: Dear Lord, we thank you for your Word, which 
brings truth and understanding to our lives. Please help us be open 
and ready to learn all that Jesus teaches us about who God is. Help 
us learn that God is good and uses His goodness to lead us. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

t Exploring the Teaching s

Gather kids and have them hold their tickets. (Keep the Bibles open to 
Matthew 19:16.) Say: Let’s suppose I have a train ticket and want to 
find my way to the station. I’m not sure what’s the best way to go or 
how I find the straightest way. What should I do? Allow time for kids 
to respond. Suggestions might include “Check a map” or “Ask someone for 
directions.” Say: When we have an important place to go, we want to 
make sure the directions on how to get there are clear and correct. 
That’s exactly what a rich, young man in the book of Matthew dis-
covered. This young man had everything money could buy, but he 
wanted to get to heaven and have eternal life and didn’t know how. 
He figured the best one to ask for directions would be Jesus! Let’s 
see how Jesus answered the young man’s important questions.

Invite volunteers to read aloud Matthew 19:16-19. Ask kids what Jesus 
responded to the man’s questions, then ask:

t  What did Jesus mean when He said, “There is only One who is 
good”?

t  Can we do a certain “good deed” or “good thing” to reach heaven 
and eternal life? Explain.

t  In what ways did the young man think he was good? Was he right? 
Explain.

t  Why was the young man wise to seek Jesus’ answers to his ques-
tions?

Say: Jesus warned the young man to recognize that no human is 
good enough to get to heaven on his own nor can we find eternal life 
through any good deed or good action. We must trust God for His grace 
and goodness to have eternal life. And we must be willing to obey God 
and His Word. The young man went on to ask Jesus another important 
question. Let’s see how Jesus answered this time. Invite volunteers to 
read aloud verses 20-22. Ask kids to tell how Jesus answered the man when 
he asked what more he could do to gain eternal life. Say: Jesus told the 
rich, young man to sell what he owned, then follow. In other words, 
Jesus wanted the young man to focus on Him and not his money.

t Why was the young man sad when he walked away?
t  How can money or other things in life draw us away from follow-

ing Jesus?

15tUnit 1, Lesson 1
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t Why did Jesus want the young man to follow Him and in what 
ways?

Say: What important questions that rich, young man asked! And 
Jesus’ answers help us see that no amount of money or good deeds 
will buy or earn us eternal life in heaven. It’s only because God is 
good and chooses to give us His grace—and His Son, Jesus, as our 
Savior! Let’s see what Jesus’ disciples asked after the young man 
went away. 

Invite volunteers to read aloud verses 23-26, then say: Wow! Think how 
hard it would be for a big, lumpy camel to go through the eye of a nee-
dle! And yet Jesus said this would be easier than a rich person getting 
to heaven! Jesus meant that we often get too wrapped up in earthly 
things that we think matter, such as how much money we have, how 
famous someone is, how smart we are, or even how good we think 
we are. God is the only truly good One. And Jesus teaches us that it is 
by loving and obeying God and by following Him that we find the way 
to heaven and eternal life. No amount of money can purchase a ticket 
to heaven! As a reminder of this important truth, let’s write, “God is 
good” on our tickets. Show kids where to write “God is good” (to finish the 
line that says, “This ticket is only valuable because . . . ”)

Say: Jesus teaches us that having eternal life is impossible through 
humans but that all things are possible through God, who is good and 
filled with grace. Let’s try something that seems impossible but that, 
with the right directions, becomes possible. 

t Trying the Teaching s

Give everyone an index card and a pair of scissors. Hold up an index 
card and say: Here’s a card that is much like a ticket. It’s rectangular, 
solid, and impossible to step through—or is it? Jesus showed us 
that with the right directions, all things are possible with God. And 
now I’ll show you how we can step through these tickets with the 
right directions!

Have kids follow along with each of the following steps. First, fold the card 
in half lengthwise, then make a series of cuts 1/2-inch apart down the length 
of the card and through the folded side. (Cut to within 1/2-inch of the open 
side of the card.) Repeat the process from the open side of the folded card, 
cutting between the first set of cuts to within 1/2-inch of the edge. Then 
carefully open the card so it is laying flat on the table. Cut the strips down 
the center of the card on the crease without cutting the first and last strips. 
(The ends must remain uncut.) Now stretch open the card and it should be 
large enough to carefully step through!

After kids have all stepped gently through their cards, say: Jesus taught 
His disciples and us that by human power alone it is impossible to 
receive eternal life but that with God all things are possible. Jesus 
teaches us that God is powerful and that He alone is good. Let’s look 
up a few verses to discover more about why God is so good. Then 
we’ll write those reasons around the edges of our cards.

Look up the following verses to discover why God is good, then write the 
words in parentheses around the edges of the stretched-out index cards: 
Daniel 9:9 (God is forgiving; God is merciful); Psalm 62:11, 12 (God is strong; 

16 Unit 1, Lesson 1s
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God is loving); Psalm 89:8 (God is mighty; God is faithful). Finally, have kids 
write Matthew 19:26 around the cards. You may wish to let kids work in 
pairs to locate verses that use the word “goodness” in the book of Psalms. 
Have kids use their concordances to look up the verses, then write them 
around the edges of the card before reading them aloud in class.

When the verses are read and the phrases written, say: Hang your card 
where it can remind you that only God is truly good and filled with 
might, grace, power, and love! Then see if you can work to memorize 
Matthew 19:26 as a great treasure to remind you of God’s goodness. 
Now let’s see if you have your tickets and if they can help you share 
in the treasure of the gift sack!

t Applying the Teaching s

Have kids hold their tickets and read the backs of them to themselves. 
Ask kids if their lists would earn them a ticket to heaven, then to explain 
their answers. Say: We’ve learned through Jesus’ teaching that no one 
“good thing” is our ticket to heaven, nor is being rich able to buy us a 
ticket to eternal life. Eternal life comes as a gift from God! Read aloud 
Ephesians 2:8, 9. God desires us to be kind and to do good and loving 
deeds that please Him, but they don’t promise us eternal life. Only 
God is good, and only God gives us the gift of eternal life through His 
Son, Jesus. We cannot earn or buy eternal life, and no ticket will help 
us into heaven. This isn’t possible with humans, but because God is 
good, all things are possible through Him. And just as a ticket isn’t 
needed for God’s gift of eternal life, a ticket isn’t necessary to share 
in our gift of goodies!

But before we share in neat treats from the gift bag, let’s share a 
prayer thanking Jesus for teaching us that God is so good. As we 
pray, we’ll each tell one reason why we know God is good. Pray: Dear 
Lord, we’re thankful you offer us eternal life through your love and 
grace. We praise you because you alone are good. We know you are 
good because . . .  (have kids tell why they know God is good). End with a 
corporate “amen.” 

Close the lesson by inviting kids to each choose a piece of candy, then 
sing “God Is So Good.” Add other verses that tell why God is so good, such 
as “God is so true,” “God is so strong,” and “God is so wise.” Distribute the 
“God Is Good” take-home pages and remind kids to return them next week 
for discussion.

17tUnit 1, Lesson 1
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__________  _________  at  ________  and said, “_________  man this is 

_______________ , but with God all ___________  are  ______________.”

18 © 2004 Standard Publishing. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.s

God Is GoodLesson 1

Take-home page

Memory Verse: Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26

Unscramble the following words and write them in the cor-
rect spaces to complete the Memory Verse, Matthew 19:26.

t vErsE sCrAmbLEr s

t GOd’s GOOdnEss s

Today we discovered that God alone is good and that our focus 
must be on Jesus as we seek to serve Him, to obey God, and to 
realize it’s only by God’s grace that we are offered eternal life. For 
a fun review complete this page, then bring it to class next week 
to share what you’ve discovered.

Sunday _____________________________________________________________________

Monday ____________________________________________________________________

Tuesday ____________________________________________________________________

Wednesday ________________________________________________________________

Thursday ___________________________________________________________________

Friday ______________________________________________________________________

Saturday __________________________________________________________________

Think about how good God is in your life and of all the wonderful things He 
does for you. Then each day this week, write one way you’ve noticed God’s good-
ness in your life and how it affected you or those around you. (Begin today!)
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Guide your kids on a year-long journey through 
the Bible!

There’s nothing more important to teach our children than 
how to build a relationship with God, and there’s no better 
way to do that than to teach kids the Bible. Route 52™ is a 
Bible-based journey that will take kids through the Bible in 
a year every year from age three to twelve. Using all ten 
titles, you can schedule a complete two-year cycle for four 
different age levels.

Throughout the various age levels, kids will learn about 
God, Jesus, and other men and women of the Old and New 
Testament. They will examine the history, poetry, prophecy, 
and the good news of God’s Word. Through age-appropriate, 
hands-on activities that are culturally relevant, kids will 
investigate God’s plan for his creation and how it includes 
everyone.

Study Jesus’ Teachings includes 52 Bible lessons that help 
kids ages 8–12
•	 trust	God’s	Word,
•	 trust	that	God	will	provide	our	needs,	and
•	 trust	God	in	all	circumstances.

Check out these application-boosting lesson features:
•	 Scripturally	sound	lesson	themes
•	 Culturally	relevant,	hands-on	activities
•	 Age-appropriate	memory	verses	and	memory	challenges
•	 Reproducible	life-application	take-home	pages

Finally, a reproducible Bible study curriculum for all ages! 
Route 52™ Bible lessons will help kids learn the Bible and 
how to apply it to their lives at their own level of spiritual 
development. Route 52™ Bible lessons are appropriate for 
Bible school, children’s church, youth group, kids club, or 
mid-week Bible study programs.

“I remember your ancient laws, O Lord, and I find comfort in them.”
 (Psalm 119:52)
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