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1 We Worship God 
Because He Is 

Powerful

Genesis 1, 2 (Creation)
Genesis 6–9 (The Flood)

Genesis 12–21 (Abraham)
Genesis 28–33 (Jacob)
Genesis 39–41 (Joseph)

Learners will know 
that God is powerful 
because of the things 

He has done.

“O Lord my God,  
you are very great.”
Psalm 104:1, NIV

We Worship God 
Because He  

Helps People

exodus 1, 2 (Baby Moses)
exodus 3, 4 (Burning Bush)
exodus 7–12 (10 Plagues)
exodus 13–15 (Red Sea)

exodus 16–31 (Commandments)

Learners will trust 
God to help them.

“The Lord is  
my helper;  

I will not be afraid.”
Hebrews 13:6, NIV

We Obey God  
Who Helps Us 

Numbers 13, 14 (Joshua and Caleb)
Joshua 6 (Jericho)

Ruth (Ruth and Naomi)
1 Samuel 1–3 (Samuel)

1 Samuel 15, 16 (King David)

Learners will seek 
God’s will in the Bible 

and obey God.

 “I have hidden your 
word in my heart.”
Psalm 119:11, NIV

 

We Obey God Who 
Answers Prayer

1 Kings 2–8 (Solomon)
1 Kings 18 (Elijah)
Jonah (Big Fish)

daniel 6 (Lion’s Den)
Nehemiah 1–6 (Nehemiah’s Prayer)

Learners will trust 
that God hears and 

answers our prayers 
and will pray and 

obey God.

“The Lord listens 
when I pray to him.”

Psalm 4:3, ICB
 

We Worship Jesus 
Because He Is  
the Son of God

Luke 1 (Mary)
Luke 2 (Jesus’ Birth)

Luke 2 (Angels and Shepherds)
Matthew 2 (Wise Men)

Luke 2 (Jesus in the Temple)

Learners will know 
that Jesus is the Son of 
God and worship Him.

“Jesus is the  
Son of God.”

1 John 4:15, NIV

We Worship Jesus;  
He does Great 

Things

Luke 5, 6 (Great Catch of Fish)
Mark 2 (Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man)
Matthew 8 (Jesus Calms the Storm)

John 6 (Jesus Feeds the 5,000)
John 11 (Jesus Raises Lazarus) 

Learners will praise 
God because Jesus 
does great things.

“Lord, you have done 
such great things!” 
Psalm 92:5, ICB
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7 We Obey Jesus’ 
Teachings— 

the Word of God 

Matthew 3 (Jesus’ Baptism)
Matthew 5–7 (Wise and Foolish 

Builders)
Luke 7 (Faith of Centurion)
Luke 10 (Good Samaritan)

Matthew 6; Luke 11 (Lord’s Prayer)

Learners will read and 
obey Jesus’ teachings 

in the Bible.

“Never tire of doing 
what is right.” 

2 Thessalonians 
3:13, NIV

We Tell How Jesus 
Helped People

Matthew 14; John 6 (Jesus Walks  
on Water)

John 9 (Jesus Heals a Blind Man)
Luke 17 (Jesus Heals 10 Lepers)
Mark 10 (Jesus and the Children)

Luke 19 (Zacchaeus)

Learners will tell how 
Jesus helps people.

“Jesus . . . went around 
doing good.”

Acts 10:38, NIV

We Tell What Jesus 
Can do Because He 
Is the Son of God

Matthew 21 (Triumphal Entry)
Matthew 26 (Last Supper)
Matthew 27 (Crucifixion)

Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20 
(Resurrection)

Matthew 28; Acts 1 (Ascension)

Learners will tell what 
Jesus can do.

“Go and make  
followers. . . . Teach 

them to obey.”
Matthew 28:19, 20, 

ICB

We Tell How Jesus’ 
Church Helps 

People

Acts 2 (Pentecost)
Acts 3 (Peter and John)

Acts 9 (Saul’s Conversion)
Acts 15, 16 (Paul and Timothy)

Acts 16 (Paul and Silas) 

Learners will tell how 
Jesus’ church helps 

people.

“Serve one another  
in love.”

Galatians 5:13, NIV

We Celebrate Jesus
Luke 2; Matthew 2 (Jesus’ birth)
Matthew 27; Mark 16; Luke 24; 

John 20 (Jesus’ resurrection)

Learners will worship 
Jesus and tell others 

how special He is.

Unit Title Scripture Application Memory Verse
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1 We Worship God 

Because He Is 
Powerful

Genesis 1, 2 (Creation)
Genesis 6–9 (The Flood)

Genesis 12–21 (Abraham)
Genesis 28–33 (Jacob)
Genesis 39–41 (Joseph)

Learners will know 
that God is powerful 
because of the things 

He has done.

“O Lord my God,  
you are very great.”
Psalm 104:1, NIV

We Worship God 
Because He  

Helps People

exodus 1, 2 (Baby Moses)
exodus 3, 4 (Burning Bush)
exodus 7–12 (10 Plagues)
exodus 13–15 (Red Sea)

exodus 16–31 (Commandments)

Learners will trust 
God to help them.

“The Lord is  
my helper;  

I will not be afraid.”
Hebrews 13:6, NIV

We Obey God  
Who Helps Us 

Numbers 13, 14 (Joshua and Caleb)
Joshua 6 (Jericho)

Ruth (Ruth and Naomi)
1 Samuel 1–3 (Samuel)

1 Samuel 15, 16 (King David)

Learners will seek 
God’s will in the Bible 

and obey God.

 “I have hidden your 
word in my heart.”
Psalm 119:11, NIV

 

We Obey God Who 
Answers Prayer

1 Kings 2–8 (Solomon)
1 Kings 18 (Elijah)
Jonah (Big Fish)

daniel 6 (Lion’s Den)
Nehemiah 1–6 (Nehemiah’s Prayer)

Learners will trust 
that God hears and 

answers our prayers 
and will pray and 

obey God.

“The Lord listens 
when I pray to him.”

Psalm 4:3, ICB
 

We Worship Jesus 
Because He Is  
the Son of God

Luke 1 (Mary)
Luke 2 (Jesus’ Birth)

Luke 2 (Angels and Shepherds)
Matthew 2 (Wise Men)

Luke 2 (Jesus in the Temple)

Learners will know 
that Jesus is the Son of 
God and worship Him.

“Jesus is the  
Son of God.”

1 John 4:15, NIV

We Worship Jesus;  
He does Great 

Things

Luke 5, 6 (Great Catch of Fish)
Mark 2 (Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man)
Matthew 8 (Jesus Calms the Storm)

John 6 (Jesus Feeds the 5,000)
John 11 (Jesus Raises Lazarus) 

Learners will praise 
God because Jesus 
does great things.

“Lord, you have done 
such great things!” 
Psalm 92:5, ICB
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t Follow the Bible s

Primaries read Bible stories and find Bible verses
Many courses have been written that teach through 

the Bible in 52 lessons. Bible Lessons for Young Readers 
is unique because it teaches fundamental Bible skills, as 
well as fifty basic Bible stories. Bible stories are grouped 
in chronological units focused on action aims appropriate 
for primary learners: worship, obey, tell. Unit key verses 
emphasize these themes.

If you begin this course in September and use the les-
sons in the order given, you will study Jesus’ birth in 
February or March and Jesus’ death and resurrection 
near July. Feel free to rearrange units to meet your needs, 
or plan to use Lesson 51 one week near Christmas to cel-
ebrate Jesus’ birth and Lesson 52 one week near Easter to 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.

Build enthusiasm for reading Bible stories
Children are encouraged to read Bible stories at their 

own levels from The Young Reader’s Bible. Some will look 
at pictures and retell the story. Others will be able to read 
a few sentences. Still others will have the confidence to 
read aloud to others.

Prepare a special reading area for your room. Make the 
area cozy with carpet squares, an area rug, or pillows. 
Provide copies of The Young Reader’s Bible, a cassette 
player, and cassette-taped stories. (Record each week’s 
story from The Young Reader’s Bible on an audio cas-
sette. Then in class, simply cue the cassette to the story 
and let readers and nonreaders follow along in The Young 
Reader’s Bible.) Children can follow along, listening to the 
cassette and reading words they know.

Photocopy the 20 complete reproducible stories from 
pages 258-317. Stack the 3-page stories into a 60-page 
book. Place the books on a bookshelf or in a decorated 
book-box. Children can read and color these pages.

 Provide skill-building practice
Children learn to separate the Old and New Testaments. 

They learn to find Genesis, Psalms, Matthew, and Acts. 
They learn to name the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John.

Children learn how to decode a Bible reference: book, 
chapter, verse.

 Easy to teach!
Get Ready to Read offers an activity to introduce the 

content of the Bible story.
Read the Bible Story includes several experiences 

with the written story. A purpose for listening is given. 
Children listen as the teacher reads the story. (Good 
news: You need not be a great storyteller. You simply 

practice so you can read with enthusiasm and expres-
sion.) Children are given ways to participate as the story is 
read a second time. Then, children are given time to read 
the story at their own levels—from reading and coloring 
pictures to reading aloud for others.

Practice Using a Bible allows even nonreaders to begin 
developing Bible skills. Equipping young readers with this 
useful skill is exciting and satisfying. Confidence blossoms 
as children learn to read Bible stories and find Bible verses.

Share What We’ve Learned completes the learning 
cycle as children show their new skills and talk about 
their newly acquired knowledge.

Options and Materials are listed in the narrow col-
umn. Scan other lessons for option ideas to adapt to the 
lesson you are teaching. Scan the lesson for materials to 
gather before class.

Teaching at Home offers help for families to adapt 
group activities or expand learning activities. Reading tips 
are especially helpful for those who are using The Young 
Reader’s Bible as a supplemental reading text.

 Reproducible pages
• Three pages of supplemental activities with each unit
•  Three story excerpts from The Young Reader’s Bible 

with each unit
•  Two complete Bible stories are included for every 

unit—20 Bible stories in all! Reproduce these stories 
(pages 258-317) to make a 60-page Bible book for each 
child.

 Teach so they can learn
Each unit provides a balance of fun activities to help 

every child learn. Some learn more easily by seeing 
information. So Follow the Bible includes ideas for easy-
to-make visual teaching ideas. Many children learn more 
readily as they handle items and participate in games, 
dramas, crafts, and cooking. Select learning activities to 
involve all five senses. Guided conversations and recorded 
stories will help auditory learners.

Teaching is a breeze with these helps from  
Standard Publishing

The Young Reader’s Bible (70 easy-reader Bible stories; 
order number 23943; ISBN: 0-7847-0505-4)

Devotions for Young Readers (order number 23951; 
ISBN: 0-7847-1268-9)

The Young Reader’s Bible Trivia Game (order number 
02670; UPC: 7-07529-02670-1)

s
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t Encouraging  
Young Readers s

Parents and teachers influence young readers  
by simple example.
•  Read newspapers and magazines. Read the Bible. Read 

a novel. Read to yourself and read to the child.
•  Give the child time to read. Listen to him read stories 

over and over. Do echo reading (let the child repeat 
each phrase). Make puppet shows.

•  Reading and writing go hand in hand. Balance reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening. Provide rich multisen-
sory experiences with vocabulary words.

•  Build on what children already know. Prior knowl-
edge is the base on which new knowledge builds most 
securely. Explore the library. Visit bookstores and 
Christian bookstores.

Parents and teachers help young readers use  
reading strategies.

Successful reading experiences encourage independent 
reading!
•  Look at pictures for clues.
•  Read carefully one word at a time. Make sure what you 

say is what you see.
•  Use beginning letter cues and familiar endings to 

sound out a word that fits.
•  Reread a passage to get the context and gather clues.
•  Ask yourself questions. Make a guess. Try it out.
•  Skip the word. Maybe you will understand it when you 

reread the story.

Young readers have fun learning vocabulary  
with hands-on practice.
•  Write letters and words in all kinds of substances:  

finger paint, dry cornmeal, pudding.
•  Handle letters to spell words: magnetic letters, pasta  

or cereal letters; letters cut from sandpaper, clay,  
or sponges.

•  Write words or letters and then trace them in other 
colors to make rainbow letters or words.

Parents, teachers, and young readers should read 
and write every day.
• Write letters, cards, and postcards.
• Read and write daily schedules and chores lists.
• Keep journals.
• Create a family or class diary or family history.
• Write captions for photo albums.
• Read and write songs, jokes, and riddles.
• Write copy to go with cartoon balloons or drawings.
• Make booklets of family celebrations.

Although Follow the Bible is not a complete reading 
curriculum, it offers a helpful supplement to other 
reading materials.

t
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It is filled with good lessons and it is true.
It is the B___  ___  ___  ___ ,
God’s Book for you.
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Psalm 1

1 Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

 or stand in the way of sinners 
or sit in the seat of mockers.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season

 and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers.

4 Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff 
that the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish.

t© 2003 Standard Publishing. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

Genesis, Psalms, and Matthew,
Revelation—take a look.
The testaments are divided into parts,
Each called a B___ ___ ___.

Most Bible books have several parts,
And so we often say,
“We will read a C___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
From our Bibles every day.”

Each chapter is divided into parts of smaller size.
Each part is called a V___ ___ ___ ___.
That’s what we memorize.

I Can Use My Bible

NIV
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t Key Verse s

“O Lord my God, you are very great.” Psalm 104:1, NIV

t Unit Aims s

By the end of the unit, learners will be able to
• tell five Bible stories about God’s power.
•  feel interested in finding books in a Bible and reading The Young  

Reader’s Bible.
• locate books, chapters and verses in their own Bibles.
• read (at their level) at least one story from The Young Reader’s Bible.
• worship God because He is powerful.

t Unit Projects s

Questions in Rhyme
Recruit someone to help you write question and answer rhythms to a military 

march cadence.
Who told Noah, “Build a boat”?
 God told Noah, “Build a boat.”
Who sent water to make it float?
 God sent water to make it float.
Who made it rain for forty days?
 God made it rain for forty days.
Who said obeying always pays?
 God said obeying always pays.
Then chant:
God sent the water
God sent the flood
And when He sent a rainbow
Noah worshiped God.

t Key Verse Activities s

Flying Colors Windsocks
Before class, open the report covers and cut them apart along the fold. If the 

pages have holes punched in them, cut off a strip to remove the holes. Write the 
memory verse with permanent marker near the center of each acetate page. 
Evenly space four paper reinforcements about 1⁄2-inch from the bottom edge. 

Unit Vocabulary
angels
animal
ark
beginning
count
cupbearer
dove
dream
earth
evening
flood
grain
heavens
human beings
ladder
laugh(ed)
message
morning
obey(ed)
pillar
pillow
prison
promise
rainbow
remember
visitor

Unit 1

Lessons 1-5

We Worship God Because He Is Powerful

t
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Place two reinforcements 1⁄2-inch from the top edge and about 2 1⁄2 inches from 
each side. Stick reinforcements on the back of the acetate facing all six reinforce-
ments. Punch holes in the middle of them.

When someone does something well, people say the person did it with 
“flying colors.” God does everything well. When you memorize Psalm 
104:1, you can make a windsock with flying colors.

When you memorize the verse today, you earn the tube of the windsock 
to decorate however you like. If you can still recite the verse “with flying 
colors” at the beginning of the next four lessons, you can earn a streamer 
each time to tie onto the windsock. Let the children decorate the acetate pages 
with paint pens. When the paint has dried, roll the acetate into a tube shape 
and tape the edges together inside and outside the tube. Staple the taped edges 
together also. Tie the ends of the 12-inch twine to the top holes. Tie one end of 
the 36-inch twine to the middle of the 12-inch piece. In each upcoming week, put 
a streamer through a reinforced hole and let the children knot it. They take their 
windsocks home after the last lesson of the unit.

Seed Packets
Before class, cut out the packets and fold along the 

dotted lines.
What does our memory verse say? (We can praise 

God for His power.) He made plants on the third 
day and we can still see His power making plants 
grow. We’re going to decorate seed packets and 
then we’ll put seeds in them to take home. First, 
color in the letters and draw different kinds of flowers. 
Then glue the side flaps down, put seeds in the packet, 
and glue down the top flap.

Sound and Show
Stand in a circle for a game. Recite the memory verse as a group, and then one 

person will say, “God made _,” and make a sound and motion of that thing (for 
example, a dog barking and begging or the wind whistling and making you sway). 
Everyone copies that sound and motion. Then the group repeats the memory 
verse and the next person makes a sound and motion to be repeated. Continue 
until everyone has had a turn.

t

Materials
transparent acetate report covers 

or page protectors
scissors
permanent marker
paper reinforcements
paper punch
paper towels
fluorescent paint pens (glow-in-the 

dark are especially fun)
transparent tape
stapler
12-inch and 36-inch pieces of twine
at least two colors of  

inexpensive, fluorescent sur-
veyor’s tape (from a hardware 
store) or gift wrapping curling 
ribbon to use as streamers

Materials
seeds
photocopies of the pattern  

from below
scissors
glue stick
markers
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Lesson Aims
Tell why God’s creation is so amazing.
Worship God because He made everything.
Show the Old Testament and New Testament.

t Get Ready to Read s

Before class, make a sample cube. Prepare colored paper and art from page 35 
for the days of creation. 1—light/dark, yellow/black; 2—sky/water, light and dark 
blue; 3—land, sea, plants: tree growing by pond; 4—sun, moon, star; 5—fish, 
bird; 6—animal, person. Tape the lid of a box closed securely. Cover all six sides 
of a box with plain wrapping paper. Put the art and paper on the sides of the cre-
ation cube.

God did an amazing thing when He made everything in the world. All He 
said was, “Let there be . . . each thing” and there it was!

Show the sample cube. Let the children make creation cubes or a creation 
tower. Glue the colored paper or art for each day of creation to each side of the 
boxes. To make a tower, use wrapping paper to cover six boxes of graduating sizes 
and glue one day of creation on each box.

Sing songs on the topic of creation. As you sing, the children can stack the 
tower boxes in order (Day 1/light on bottom, etc.) or find the corresponding day 
on the creation cube.

Use the cube to talk about God’s power. Explain how amazing the creation was 
and how God is so powerful He can make something out of nothing.

What did God make on day 1? What’s the biggest light you’ve ever seen? 
How much bigger was the light God made? (It’s like a blanket around the 
whole earth.)

Day 2— What are some things that come from the sky? (Rain, snow, wind, 
and light come from the sky.)

Day 3— What is one amazing thing about plants? (They die in winter and 
come back to life in spring. One seed grows a plant with many seeds.)

Day 4— What would happen if the sun were not in the right place? (People 
might burn up if it were too close or freeze if it were too far away. God 
did it just right!)

Day 5— What is so amazing about fish and birds? (Birds fly south in winter 
and back to the same places in spring—without a map!)

Day 6— What is so amazing about animals? (Cats have special eyes to see in 
the dark. Each animal has just what it needs.)

 What is so amazing about people? (We are made in the image of God. 
 We can think, plan, choose and someday go to live with God in Heaven!)

Unit 1, Lesson 1s

Genesis 1—2:2

God Makes Everything1

Bible Words
“O Lord my God, you are very 
great.” 
Psalm 104:1, NIV

Materials
photocopies of page 35 (option: 

enlarge the art for use on  
larger-sized boxes)

a small box for each child or a set 
of 6 boxes in graduating sizes

plain wrapping paper
construction or colored paper  

(yellow, blue, green, black)
tape
scissors
audio CD or cassette of songs 

about the creation
CD or cassette player

Options
For younger children or if time is 
limited, prepare the cube or tower 
before class. This way you can use 
class time to learn about God’s 
power. Remember the aim of the 
activity is learning about God’s 
power in creation—decorating 
boxes is part of the method and not 
the aim.

Small groups can work together 
to make one cube or tower. Large 
groups and children who learn by 
moving around will enjoy making the 
cube or tower out of the biggest 
boxes you can find. Stack them up 
to the ceiling!

Singing will help children who 
learn best by hearing. The children 
who learn best by seeing will do 
well if they can have their own 
cubes or towers.

Lesson
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t Read the Bible Story s

“The Beginning”
Genesis 1—2:2
Have children use their creation cube(s) or tower to report what God made on 

each day. As I read the story, listen for the number of each day of creation.

Listen
Gather the children around as you dramatically read the story from The Young 

Reader’s Bible.
Focus the follow-up conversation on what God did in the story. Add some of 

your own questions and review the story.
What did God do in the very beginning of the world? (He made heavens 

and earth. But it was dark.)
What did God do first? (He made light.) What did He do next? (He made sky.)
What is your favorite thing that He made? What is so amazing about God 

and His power? (He does things no one else can do!)

Participate
Let the children participate as you read the story again. They can hold up the 

correct number of fingers and count aloud each day of creation as it is named 
in the story. They can stand up and smile when you name their favorite creation. 
(Help them understand that if their favorite creation is a cat, then they will want 
to stand up when you say “living things for the land.”) Or they can choose a sound 
effect to make for each day. If you do sound effects, tell them you will signal when 
to begin and end each sound effect.

Finally, in response to God’s great power in creation, ask the children to pray a 
worship prayer with you. Let them echo your example, phrase by phrase.

Give each child a copy of the Bible story (pages 258-260). As they look at the pic-
tures, ask them what they think God made first, second, etc. They can match the 
pictures to the ones they used on the story cubes.

Explain that the story has some words they know and some new words for 
them to learn. Begin to communicate joy and excitement about the possibility of 
reading God’s words for themselves. Show the index card on which you printed 
the word God. Help them circle the word God on the first page of their story. 
Emphasize that this story shows God made everything in the world.

Read
Allow time for the children to get comfortable and to enjoy reading the story. 

Children who are not yet readers can look at the pictures while listening to the 
recorded story or “read” the story by finding a picture to go with each day of cre-
ation. Beginning readers can look for the number words for each day. Readers 
may enjoy reading aloud to other children.

tUnit 1, Lesson 1

Snacks
Serve basic foods God  
created, such as sliced apples and 
cold water. Before eating you can 
worship God for the many foods 
He created.

Materials
The Young Reader’s Bible,  

pages 14-19
photocopies of the Bible story 

(pages 258-260)
a cassette on which you have 

recorded unit stories
cassette player(s), earphones 

optional
creation cube or tower made 

earlier
small index card with "God"  

printed on it
pencils
crayons or markers

Prayer Example
“God, You are special because only 
You can make such a wonderful 
world with everything just right for 
every plant and animal. God, only 
You could make people. You are 
greater than us, God. We honor You 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Note
The word God is used 16 times in 
this story booklet.
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t Practice Using a Bible s

Using My Bible
The Bible has two parts: Old Testament and New Testament. The Old 

Testament is this big. Show them and let them feel it. And the New Testament 
is this big. Show them and let them feel it. Right at the beginning of the New 
Testament is a book called Matthew.

Give each child a bookmark to put where the New Testament begins. 
Demonstrate how to find Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, by turn-
ing to the table of contents and finding the page number for Matthew. Help each 
child mark the New Testament/Matthew with a bookmark. Close the Bible and 
again see how much is Old Testament and how much is New Testament.

Right in the middle of the Bible is a book called Psalms. Psalms is in the 
Old Testament. Show them. Let them experience how to find Psalms by using 
their thumbs to open to the middle of their Bibles. Right at the front of the 
Bible is a book called Genesis. Genesis is also in the Old Testament. Show 
them. Let them turn to the front of their Bibles to find Genesis.

Let’s remember what we found today. Review with the following questions.
What are the two big parts of the Bible? (Old Testament, New Testament) 

Which is first? (Old Testament) Which is last? (New Testament)
What book is at the beginning of the New Testament? (Matthew) Old 

Testament? (Genesis) middle of the Bible? (Psalms)
Which book tells how God made everything? (Genesis)
Allow practice time for building skill in locating different parts of the Bible. If 

your children can all show how to find each testament, they can begin to work on 
finding three books: Psalms, Genesis, and Matthew. Work on one book at a time. 
Stop when interest declines. Work on it again in the next session.

Finding Bible Verses
The Bible story about God making everything is in the book of Genesis. 

Let’s find the very first words of that story. Show how to turn pages until you 
come to Genesis. Show where the story begins in verse 1. If you have readers in 
your group, let volunteers take turns reading the first sentence aloud (Genesis 1:1).

Ask children to practice finding Genesis 1:1. Be sure they include all three steps: 
find the book, find the chapter (big number), and find the verse (small number). 
Then allow enough time for each child to read or listen while you read the first 
verse in the Bible, Genesis 1:1. You found the first verse in the Bible.

Unit 1, Lesson 1s

Options
Children who learn best by listening 
can begin to learn a chant/rap to 
help them find Bible verses. Use the 
reference rhyme on page 36.

The visual learners can look at 
the pictures on page 36 to help 
them understand the process of 
how to find parts of the Bible.

Options
Teacher says “I’m thinking of . . .” 
Children search room to find item.

Teacher puts each item in a bag. 
Child looks into bag and says, “God 
made something ____ and ____.”

Materials
Bible for each child
paper or ribbon bookmark for  

each child

Options
Paper can be laminated or covered 
with clear adhesive to make it sturdy.
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t Share What We’ve Learned s

Let the children tell what they have learned! Be patient while they are learning. 
Even if the conversation seems unproductive today, try it at the end of each les-
son. In future lessons add creative ways to report what was learned. But for now, 
keep the reporting simple and direct.

Gather everyone in a circle to talk about what they have been learning. Use the 
lesson aims as an outline for the questions you ask.

What did God do in today’s story? (created everything in the world)
Why was that so amazing? (He made it out of nothing just by speaking, and 

everything was perfect.)
What can we do to let God know we think He is a great God? (Worship 

Him and tell Him He is great in a prayer or even in a song.)
What two parts of the Bible can you show me? (Old Testament, New 

Testament) What three books of the Bible can you find and show me? 
(Matthew, Psalms, Genesis) Which book did our story come from? (Genesis)

Play a game called “I’m Thinking Of.” The first person in the circle says, “I’m 
thinking of something God made that is _ and _.” Fill in the blanks with two words 
that describe something God made, like tall and green. One word should be a 
color. Whoever guesses correctly gets a turn to say, “I’m thinking of . . .”

tUnit 1, Lesson 1

Teaching at Home
Make creation riddles to share with 
the family:
 I am (color, size, shape).
 I eat . . .
 I have . . .
 God created me. What am I?

Reading Tips
Make snakes with play clay. Form 
the letters for simple words like 
God or good.
 Sound out human beings. Help 
child find the little words be and 
man.
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Guide your kids on a year-long journey through 
the Bible!

There’s nothing more important to teach our children than 
how to build a relationship with God, and there’s no better 
way to do that than to teach kids the Bible. Route 52TM is 
a Bible-based journey that will take kids through the Bible 
in a year every year from age three to twelve. Using all ten 
titles, you can help your kids explore, discover, follow, grow, 
and study through the Bible.

Throughout the various age levels, kids will learn about 
God, Jesus, and other men and women of the Old and New 
Testament. They will examine the history, poetry, prophecy, 
and the good news of God’s Word. Through age-appropriate, 
hands-on activities that are culturally relevant, kids will 
investigate God’s plan for his creation and how it includes 
everyone.

Follow the Bible includes 52 Bible lessons that help young 
readers ages 6-8
•	 believe	that	the	Bible	is	the	Word	of	God,
•	 worship	and	obey	God,	love	and	follow	Jesus,
•	 practice	finding	and	reading	Bible	verses,	and
•	 celebrate	their	new	knowledge	and	skills.

Check out these application-boosting lesson features:
•	 Scripturally	sound	lesson	themes
•	 Culturally	relevant,	hands-on	activities
•	 Age-appropriate	Bible-learning	challenges
•	 Reproducible	life-application	activity	pages

Finally, a reproducible Bible study curriculum for children 
of all ages! Route 52TM Bible lessons will help kids learn 
the Bible and how to apply it to their lives at their own 
level of spiritual development. Route 52TM Bible lessons are 
appropriate for Bible school, children’s church, youth group, 
kids club, or mid-week Bible study programs.

“I remember your ancient 
laws, O Lord, and I find 

comfort in them.”
(Psalm 119:52)

ISBN 978-0-7847-1324-2

E
A

N

42073
9
 

 780784713242

RELIGION / Christian Ministry / Children

05393 Rt52FollowBibleCov-SC.indd   1 2/2/11   12:41:02 PM




