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How to Use HeartShaper®

Welcome to HeartShaper  
Children’s Curriculum!
With HeartShaper Children’s Curriculum, your 
students will be engaged in Bible stories through 
multisensory learning, Bible skill-building 
activities, and focused life application.

Here’s how to start
•  Pray for God’s help to guide children to a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
•  Read the introductory pages and the  

unit pages.
• Use the HeartShaper teaching tools.

How the lessons are organized

1 Focus In: Kids are introduced to the  
lesson theme and focus.

2 Explore His Word: Kids will interact 
with the Scripture passage and  
develop Bible skills.

3 Make It Real: Kids will discover how the 
Scripture applies to their lives.

4 Live It Out: Kids will plan and begin to 
practice the principles of what they’ve 
learned.

Want more of an overview?
Go to www.heartshaper.com/for-teachers. Look 
at the Overview by Age Level, and click on Early 
Elementary. Whether you’re new to HeartShaper 
curriculum, not sure how to use the different 
parts of the curriculum, have never taught, or 
haven’t taught for a while, take a few minutes to 
go through this overview. You’ll be glad you did!

Important things to know

Bible Memory lists the passage children will learn 
in each unit.

Focus is the main thought that children will learn 
and remember in each lesson.

Quick Step™ activities are easy to prepare and 
teach. All that’s needed are the curriculum  
materials and normal classroom supplies.

Option activities are included in every step. 
YOU choose what works best for you and the 
different kinds of learners in your class.
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Special Needs

Reach kids with special needs
HeartShaper gives the resources you need to train teachers and adapt lesson activities so you can 
include kids with special needs right in your Sunday school classes. 

When you see this 
symbol after a  
title, it means the 
activity will work 
well for all kids, 
including those with 
special needs.

When you see 
this symbol in the  
narrow column, 
it may give you a 
helpful tip on how  
you can tweak the  
activity to make it 
better for kids with 
special needs.

Or this symbol may 
indicate that there’s 
an adaptation on 
the Resources CD 
that will make the 
activity work better 
for kids with special 
needs.

Shaping Special Hearts blogtalk radio show is for anyone who wants to learn more about 
ministering to families who have children with special needs. Listen as our hosts and their 
guests discuss topics such as developing a special needs ministry, helping families who have 
kids with special needs, and reaching out to the church and community in the area of special 
needs. On-demand episodes are available at www.heartshaper.com/special-needs/blogtalkradio.

Look for this symbol throughout the teacher guide to identify 
activities that work well for all kids, including those with special needs. 
Additional helps for teaching kids with special needs can be found on 
the Resources CD and at www.heartshaper.com/special-needs.

Examples

 Quick Step   Speak Up! Prayer Reminders
SAY: We can pray and ask for God’s help so that � we can live boldly for 
Jesus. Let’s make prayer reminders. Then we’ll pray to God. Distribute 
the activity page, stickers, and other supplies. Read the directions and let 
kids make their prayer reminders. Be prepared to provide additional help as 
needed with fine-motor activities such as cutting and applying tape.

Materials
Activities p. 25 and 
stickers, markers,  
scissors, tape (optional: 
Resources sheet 8 focus strip 
for lesson 8)

 Quick Step   I Know I’m Ready
Have kids gather in a circle. SAY: Today we’re going to explore being ready. 
Explain that you will start a sentence. You will toss a beanbag to someone. 
That person should tell a way to finish the sentence and then toss the 
beanbag to someone else, who will finish the sentence another way. After 
three sentence endings, the beanbag should be tossed back to you, and you 
will start another sentence. Use these sentence starters:

I know I’m ready for school when ___ .
I know I’m ready for a party when ___ .

Materials
beanbag

Some children may 
find it easier to 

participate if they are allowed 
to watch other students first 
and then join in after a few 
turns. 

 Quick Step   Being Bold
Today’s Bible story includes two words that you may not know: courage and 
boldly. Listen as I tell a true story. Then we’ll see whether we can tell what 
the words mean. A young girl lived in a foreign country with her family. The 
girl’s father told people about Jesus. Some leaders in the country didn’t want 
people to learn about Jesus. They arrested and hurt people who told about 
Jesus. The girl’s father had great courage. He boldly kept on telling about 
Jesus. He said he would rather die than say he didn’t love Jesus. We can have 
courage, and � we can live boldly for Jesus too.

ASK: What do you think the word courage means? (having the strength of 
mind to go on in spite of danger)

What does boldly mean? (doing something in a fearless way)

Materials 
none

See the Resources CD
lesson 8 printable files 

for another way you can offer 
this activity.
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Teaching Tools

These multisensory teaching tools are an integral part of HeartShaper!

For simple lesson planning, get the Early Elementary Teacher’s Convenience Kit. It 
contains one Early Elementary Teacher Guide, one Early Elementary Activities, the 
complete Early Elementary Resources pack, Early Elementary Teaching Pictures, and 
one set of Weekly Bible Reader student magazine.

Early Elementary Activities
Your students will love 
the full-color activity pages 
designed just for them! The 
projects and activities make 
Bible learning fun!
 •  Draws kids into  

purposeful activities.
•  Encourages kids to apply 

Bible truths to their lives.

Weekly Bible Reader® 
student magazine
This weekly student magazine 
helps kids take home and share 
with their family and friends 
the lessons they are learning.

In the magazine you’ll 
find:
 • Short stories that kids can read and relate to
• Bible stories, puzzles, and games
• Fun family activity ideas

Early Elementary Resources
These resources will help you 
engage students with 
different learning styles. 
These multisensory teaching 
tools include visual, printed, 
and audio resources.

On the 8 sheets you’ll find:
•  Bible Memory posters (1 per unit)
•    Bible story and application visuals

On the CD you’ll find:
• Recorded Bible stories
•    Printable files for students—

activity and Bible skills 
pages

•    Printable files for teachers—
Bible Memory posters, special needs  
helps, teacher helps 

Early Elementary Teaching 
Pictures
These large, colorful illustrations 
include the Bible story printed on the 
back in both English and Spanish.

FREE online resources for teachers:
•  Overview by age level
•  Training videos
•  Family Connections quarterly letters 
•  Holiday helps

FREE online resource for 
families:
•   Faith & Family pages with 

activity ideas for reinforcing 
Bible lessons at home

•  Special needs resources
•   Leading Young Hearts to the 

Lord pocket guide
•  Puppet patterns

Go online to HeartShaper.com and SundaySchool.com
Go to HeartShaper.com to find loads of resources for teachers and families! You’ll also want to sign up to 
receive the HeartShaper biweekly e-newsletter.

And at SundaySchool.com, check out all the ways you can purchase your HeartShaper curriculum—print, 
downloadable Microsoft® Word docs, and downloadable PDFs!
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Teaching Early Elementary Kids

Early elementary kids will build 
on these Bible skills:  
•  Know the Bible is God’s special 

book that tells about God and 
Jesus

•  Know there are two parts of 
the Bible, an Old Testament 
and New Testament

•  Say simple Bible verses from 
memory

•  Retell basic facts about main 
Bible characters

•  Begin to sequence events in 
main Bible stories

Early elementary kids will  
develop these new Bible skills:
•  Begin to understand the major 

emphasis of the Old and New 
Testaments

• Know how to find Bible verses
• Begin to read Bible verses
•  Say longer Bible verses  

from memory
•  Develop Bible-reading  

comprehension skills

Early elementary kids will 
gain even more with optional 
Bible skills:
If desired and you have time,  
the Optional Bible Skill Builder  
in each lesson (provided on the 
Resources CD) will help kids  
learn these skills:
•  Learn to use the table of  

contents in a Bible
•  Find books, chapters, and  

verses in a Bible
•  Put a simple series of Bible 

events and people in  
chronological order

•  Begin to understand general 
divisions of Bible books

With HeartShaper, early elementary kids will grow spiritually

Early elementary kids can know these important facts:
• Only God and Jesus deserve their worship
• Jesus is God’s Son; Jesus is their Savior and friend
• God expects them to obey Him and His Word
•  The Bible tells them all they need to know about  

God and Jesus

Early elementary kids can show these godly attitudes:
•  Love God, feel He is special, and want to 

worship Him
• Love Jesus and want to follow His example
• Feel confident and willing to tell about Jesus

Early elementary kids can exhibit these desirable 
behaviors:
• Worship God in a variety of ways
• Follow Jesus’ example of being a good friend
• Tell others about Jesus
• Pray sentence prayers, asking God for help or forgiveness and thanking God

See the entire list on the Early Elementary Resources CD or at www.heartshaper.com.

With HeartShaper, early elementary kids will develop Bible skills

See the entire list on the Early Elementary Resources CD or at www.heartshaper.com.
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Lesson Scripture Focus

Lesson 1
An Angel Visits Mary

Luke 1:26-40, 46-55 � God sent His  
Son, Jesus.

Lesson 2
Jesus Is Born

Luke 2:1-7 � God’s Son, Jesus, 
was born.

Lesson 3
Shepherds Tell Others

Luke 2:8-20 � We should tell 
others that Jesus is 
God’s Son.

Lesson 4
Wise Men Worship 
Jesus

Matthew 2:1-12 � We can worship 
God’s Son, Jesus.

Lesson 5
Jesus Grows Up

Luke 2:41-52 � We should want 
to grow like God’s 
Son, Jesus.

Jesus Was BornUnit 1

HeartShaper Materials for Unit 1
Early Elementary Activities, lessons 1–5 and the Unit 1 Bible Memory  

Poster and stickers
Early Elementary Teaching Pictures, lessons 1–5
Early Elementary Resources

Visuals
Sheet 1 Bible Story Figures and easels 2a–2f, 3a–3c; sheet 2 King 
Herod Crown 4a, Star 4b, Scroll 4c, Jerusalem Journey Photo 
Cards 5a–5h; sheet 3 Celebrate Game Cards (lesson 2), BIble 
Review Activity Game Cards (lesson 4); sheet 5 Unit 1 Bible 
Memory Poster

CD
Audio Track

Track 1 Game Time Music
Printable Files

Classroom Tools (attendance chart, bookmarks, name tags, Old  
  and New Testament posters)
Special Needs Helps (see CD Contents for complete list of files) 
Teacher Helps (see CD Contents for complete list of files)
Unit 1 Bible Memory Poster, Bulletin Board Patterns, Family Letter, 
  Key Bible Verses, Optional Bible Skill Builder, Review Questions  
  Worship Time ideas
Buzzy Bee Letters, lessons 1–5
Additional files: Good News Search, The Night That Jesus Was 
  Born, Jesus’ Birth Bookmarks, Star Reasons, Worship Boxes,  
  “Grow Every Day” Cube, G-R-O-W Spelling Game, 

Weekly Bible Reader student magazine, issues 1–5 and the special issue

Bible Skills
Bible skills are intentionally
integrated into each lesson.
You’ll help kids learn how to use
their Bibles so God’s Word goes
deep into their hearts. See the
introductory pages of this
teacher guide for details.

Optional Bible Skill Builders 
and Key Bible Verses
Use the Optional Bible Skill
Builder activities whenever you
have time—before, during, or at
the end of your session.
   Print the Key Bible Verses
from the Resources CD. Finding
and reading the verses will help
kids remember each week’s
Bible lesson. Be sure to send
a copy of these verses home,
along with the unit family letter.

Look for this symbol
throughout the teacher
guide to identify activities
that work well for all kids,
including those with special
needs. Additional helps for
teaching kids with special needs
can be found on the Resources
CD and at www.heartshaper.com.

Bible Memory
Luke 2:11

“Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.”
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            Lesson 1 at a Glance

Added Fun!
More holiday and seasonal ideas 
are available to download at 
www.heartshaper.com.

Plan to help all children 
learn the Bible Memory, 

Luke 2:11. See the Resources CD 
unit 1 printable files for ideas on 
how to create and use picture 
cards to teach the Bible verse.

Additional Activities for Unit 1

Offer these activities for early arrivers, for children who finish activities 
quickly, and when you are waiting for parents to arrive.

Follow the Star Bulletin Board
Cover a bulletin board with black paper. Cut a large star from gold or 
silver paper and mount it on the left side of the board. Mount wise men 
figures under the star. Attach a picture of Jesus on the right side of the 
board. Mount photos or self-portraits of the children under or around 
Jesus. Title the bulletin board “Wise men followed the star. We follow 
Jesus.” Note: Printable patterns for creating this bulletin board can be 
found in the unit 1 folder on the Resources CD.

Seasonal Snack Ideas
Graham Cracker Manger. Give each child a paper plate, 2 half graham 
crackers, some marshmallow cream, and a plastic knife. Tell kids that 
they are making graham cracker mangers. Show them how to put some 
marshmallow cream between the graham crackers to hold them together 
in a V shape. Give each child one large and one miniature marshmallow. 
Let the children use marshmallow cream to hold the marshmallows 
together, forming a “baby” to lay in the manger. Before eating, talk about 
the exciting events of Jesus’ birth.

Star Cookies. Give each child at least two star-shaped cookies, a paper 
plate, and a plastic knife. Provide icing and sugar sprinkles for decorating 
the cookies. Let kids decorate and eat one cookie while decorating 
another cookie to give to a friend. Provide snack-size resealable bags to 
put the cookies in. Have kids make cards that tell about Jesus’ birth to 
give to their friends along with the cookies.

Games
What’s in the Bag? Place in a paper lunch bag various Bible story visuals 
or objects that represent things in the Bible story. Have children sit in a 
circle. Children can pass the bag around the circle as you play a song. 
When the song stops, whoever is holding the bag can reach in, pull out 
one item, and tell how that item relates to the day’s Bible story. Continue 
the game until all objects have been drawn from the bag. Note: A Game 
Time Music track is provided on the Resources CD.

Roll a Verse. Have children sit in a circle. Say the first word from the Bible 
Memory verse and then roll a ball to a child, who will say the next word. 
That child will roll the ball to another child, who will say the third word of 
the verse. Continue until the Bible verse has been said several times. You 
can have the children roll the ball faster as they become more familiar with 
the verse.

Buzzy Bee Letters
Buzzy Bee letters, included on the Resources CD, provide a fun way 
for kids to review the weekly Bible story and focus. Print and distribute 
copies, or print one copy and post it in a special place where kids can read 
it. The letters can also be mailed or e-mailed to kids during the week.
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            Lesson 1 at a Glance

An Angel Visits Mary
Scripture: Luke 1:26-40, 46-55
Bible Memory: Luke 2:11
Focus: � God sent His Son, Jesus.

Heart to Heart Teacher Devotion
Even though Mary was a young woman, her faith in God was strong. Mary made a good 
choice in how she responded to an unusual and a somewhat frightening situation: “I am 
the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38). Take a few minutes 
and do a faith checkup. How have you responded in the past when something unusual 
or frightening happened to you? How will you respond the next time? 

1 FOCUS IN
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
explore receiving good 
news.

 Quick Step 
What’s the News?

Option
Good News Bags

Bible Memory
Introduce the Bible Memory verse.

HeartShaper Materials
• Activities p. 3

• none

• none

Other Materials
• pencils

• paper lunch bags, objects to place 
inside bags (see activity)

• Bible

2 EXPLORE HIS 
WORD
Use all of these activities 
to help children tell the 
message the angel gave 
Mary.

Bible Exploration
Luke 1:26-40, 46-55

Bible Review Activity

Bible Memory 
Luke 2:11

Optional Bible Skill 
Builder 

• Teaching Picture 1

• Activities p. 4, Teaching Picture 1, 
Resources CD track 1, Resources 
CD lesson 1 Review Questions print-
able file

• Resources sheet 5 Unit 1 Bible 
Memory Poster

• Bibles

• pencils, tape, CD player

• Bibles, reusable adhesive

3 MAKE IT REAL
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
understand why Jesus’ 
coming is important to 
them. 

 Quick Step 
VIP Pass

Option 
Good News Search

Option 
Story from Weekly Bible Reader 

• Resources sheet 1 angel figure 3b 
 

• Resources CD lesson 1 Good 
News Search printable file 

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 1

• none 
 

• scissors 
 

• none

4 LIVE IT OUT
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
express thanks to God 
for sending His Son, 
Jesus.

 Quick Step 
Sing Your Thanks

Option 
“Thank You, God” Decorations

Saying Good-bye

• none

• Resources CD lesson 1 Good 
News Search printable file

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 1

• (optional: rhythm instruments)

• scissors, glue sticks, hole punch, 
yarn

• none
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Materials
Activities p. 3, pencils

Added Fun!
Provide a few basic props (party 
invitation, phone, newspaper) 
and let children act out times 
when they received good news.

Materials
paper lunch bags, objects  
to place inside bags  
(see activity)

Although the Good News 
Bags will be interesting 

for all students, children who 
struggle with impulse control 
may have difficulty understand-
ing what they are to do. 
Demonstrate how you want the 
children to investigate the bags. 
Provide and pass a sample bag 
so that every child can practice. 

Materials
Bible

Transition to Explore His Word
See the Resources CD Transition 
Tips printable file. As children 
gather, make sure you have all 
the materials you need.

Focus
� God sent His Son, Jesus.

Welcome
•  Welcome each child by name.
•  Engage early arrivers by offering one or more of the activities 

described on the Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.

 Quick Step   What’s the News?
Gather children at tables. SAY: Good news is fun to receive. Let’s look at 
some pictures and see if we can guess what news the people in these 
pictures are receiving. Distribute the activity pages and lead children in 
discussing the various pictures. 

ASK: What is the best news you have ever received? Help children write 
good news sentences. Ask volunteers to share their news. Be 
prepared to share an example of good news you have received.

SAY: The best news we could ever receive is the news that � God sent His 
Son, Jesus. Our Bible story is about someone who received this good news. 

Option Good News Bags
Before class, gather and place in individual bags items used for sharing 
good news. (Examples: printed e-mail, party or birth announcement card, 
cell phone, recordable card, newspaper.)

Gather children in a circle. SAY: Let’s play a game and see if we can 
identify some ways people receive good news. One at a time, pass the 
prepared bags around the circle. Tell the children they are to feel only the 
outside of the bag the first time it is passed. If no one correctly guesses 
the object inside, pass the bag a second time. This time children can feel 
inside the bag, but they are not to look inside. Give hints as needed. Show 
each object once it has been identified.

ASK: What is your favorite way to receive good news? 

SAY: The best news we could ever receive is the news that � God sent His 
Son, Jesus. Our Bible story is about someone who received this good news. 

Bible Memory�Luke 2:11
SAY: Let’s have each of you say your first, middle, and last name. Give all 
children the opportunity to do this. Now, on the count of three, everyone 
say your full name out loud. Count to three and let children say their 
names together. SAY: Names are important. In Luke 2:11, three names are 
given that describe Jesus. Listen as I read the verse, and see if you can 
hear the names. Read Luke 2:11 from your Bible. As you read, emphasize 
the words Savior, Messiah, and Lord. Let the children repeat the words.  
� God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Let’s find out how Mary learned 
what she was to name her baby.

Focus In  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children explore receiving 
good news. Use the Bible Memory activity to introduce the 
memory verses.
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Bible Background for the Teacher
We know that Mary was from the same line of descendants as David, who was described as 
a man after God’s own heart. Mary must have been a woman after God’s own heart, since the 
angel described her as being “highly favored.” Mary was chosen for the special responsibility 
of bringing God’s Son, Jesus, into the world. But Mary was not yet married to Joseph, only 
engaged. Engagement at that time was a binding contract culminating in a wedding a year 
later.

After receiving the angel’s news, Mary went to visit her relative Elizabeth, who was also 
expecting a child. While there, Mary praised God. Her reverence and awe of God come 
through as she honors the one who could make this seemingly impossible event possible.

Worship Time
If you want to offer a time of 
worship, see the Unit 1 Worship 
Time Ideas included on the 
Resources CD.

Materials
Bibles, Teaching  
Picture 1

Teaching Tips
Have classroom Bibles available 
for children who don’t bring 
Bibles.

If you don’t have enough 
children to act out the various 
roles, provide toy people figures 
that can represent the Bible 
characters. Students can move 
the figures as you tell the story.

Explore His Word  (20 minutes)

Use all of these activities to help children tell the message the angel 
gave Mary.

Focus
� God sent His Son, Jesus.

Bible Exploration�Luke 1:26-40, 46-55
SAY: Our Bible story comes from the New Testament. Show children the 
table of contents in the front of your Bible and explain how the Bible is 
divided into two testaments—the Old and New Testaments. Then tell the 
children to open their Bibles and find the table of contents page near the 
front. Ask them to point to the New Testament section. Our Bible story is 
from the book of Luke in the New Testament. Help children turn to Luke 1 
in their Bibles, and ask for a volunteer to read verse 26.

Choose volunteers to play the roles of Mary, Gabriel, and Elizabeth. 
Explain that they should pretend to speak to each other and act out the 
story as you tell it. Give prompts as needed. Have your Bible open to  
Luke 1. SAY: Luke, the writer of this Bible book, tells how a young woman 
named Mary received an important message. Have Mary sit on a chair in 
front of the class. Mary lived in the town of Nazareth. She was engaged 
to be married to a man named Joseph. Mary loved God. She probably 
knew God’s promise that He would send someone to lead and save His 
people. God’s people hoped God would fulfill His promise soon.

One day when Mary was alone, God sent the angel Gabriel to talk with 
her. Show Teaching Picture 1. Gabriel enters. Gabriel said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

Mary didn’t know what to think. She must have looked scared, because 
the angel told her not to be afraid. Then Gabriel told Mary some exciting 
news. He said, “You will give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus.”

Gabriel also told Mary that her son would be great and would be the 
Son of the Most High. God himself would make His Son the ruler of a 
kingdom that would never end.

The angel’s news was hard to believe. Mary must have been both excited 
and nervous. God had chosen her to be the mother of His Son! Mary said 
to the angel, “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left. Gabriel exits.
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Materials
Activities p. 4, pencils,  
Teaching Picture 1, tape, 
Resources CD track 1,  
CD player, Resources CD lesson 1 
Review Questions printable file

Teaching Tip
Two sets of teaching picture 
cards are located at the back of 
the teaching pictures. You may 
want to cut out the two picture 
cards for lesson 1 and tape both 
of them to chairs, increasing the 
possibility of a child sitting on a 
chair with a picture.

Materials
Bibles, Resources  
sheet 5 Unit 1 Bible  
Memory Poster, reusable 
adhesive (or pushpins)

Optional Bible  
Skill Builder
Print and display the  
books of the Old Testament 
and New Testament posters 
provided with the Resources CD 
Classroom Tools. Print copies 
of the unit 1 Optional Bible 
Skills Activity. Lead students 
in drawing a red circle around 
the names of Old Testament 
books; they should draw a 
blue circle around the names 
of New Testament books. This 
unit’s optional Bible skill will be 
pronunciation practice. Help the 
children read and say the first 
20 books of the Old Testament, 
Genesis–Proverbs.

Mary went to visit her relative Elizabeth. Mary walks and meets Elizabeth. 
Mary was so happy! She praised God. She said, “My soul glorifies the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. . . . The Mighty One has 
done great things for me—holy is his name. His mercy extends to those 
who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty 
deeds.”

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Mary and Elizabeth pretend 
to talk to each other. Then Mary went back home to Nazareth to wait for 
the time when God’s Son would be born. Mary waves good-bye and exits.

Bible Review Activity
Distribute Activities page 4 and guide children as they complete Gabriel’s 
Good News News. 

ASK: What message did the angel give Mary? (She would give birth to 
a son. She was to name her baby Jesus. He would be the Son of 
God.) 

What did the angel tell Mary about the baby? (He was the Son of 
the Most High [God]. He would rule a kingdom that would never 
end.)

SAY: � God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. That is the best news anyone 
could receive! Let’s see what else you remember from the Bible story. 
Place chairs in a circle. Attach the teaching picture to one chair. Tell 
children to walk around the chairs as you play a song from the Resources 
CD. When the song stops, they should sit down. The child sitting in the 
chair with the picture gets to answer a question. If a child does not know 
an answer, let him choose a friend to help answer the question. For 
questions, use the lesson 1 review questions from the Resources CD.

Bible Memory�Luke 2:11
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord.”

Before class, remove the word cards from the side of the Bible Memory 
poster. Attach the poster to a wall or bulletin board. SAY: Our Bible 
Memory can help us remember who Jesus is. Help children find Luke 2:11 
in their Bibles. Ask a volunteer to read the verse aloud.

Point to the words on the poster as you read them. Pause at the blank 
spaces and ask kids what words should go in the blanks. Let kids put the 
correct words on the blank spaces. SAY: Mary received good news from 
the angel. Our Bible verse reminds us of that news: � God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to earth! Note: Be sure to keep the word cards available to use for 
all unit 1 lessons.
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Materials
Resources sheet 1 angel  
figure 3b

Materials 
copy of the Resources  
CD lesson 1 Good News  
Search printable file, scissors 
(optional: red construction 
paper)

The Good News Search 
allows children to get up 

and move, which is helpful for 
those with short attention spans! 
Consider making additional 
hearts so that you can hide an 
object for every child to find, 
or have kids work in pairs so 
that everyone feels a sense of 
accomplishment when finding 
the clues.

Materials
Weekly Bible Reader  
issue 1

Focus
� God sent His Son, Jesus.

 Quick Step   VIP Pass
Have children sit in a circle. ASK: Have you ever seen a very important 
person, such as a president or a movie star? Why was that person 
important? Allow children to share their stories. Be prepared to tell about 
an important person you have seen.

SAY: Sometimes important people are called VIPs—Very Important 
People. The angel told Mary that God’s Son was to be born as a baby. 
Even before Jesus was born, He was already a very important person. 
Let’s pass this figure of an angel around the circle and tell why Jesus 
is important. Have children pass the angel figure and take turns telling 
something they know about Jesus. (Examples: Jesus has great power. 
Jesus died and rose again.) Be prepared to give prompts as needed.

SAY: I’m glad � God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world! Let’s thank God 
for sending His Son, Jesus.

Option Good News Search
Before class, cut out and hide around the room the hearts, the cross, and 
the crown.

SAY: We’ve learned some exciting news today: � God sent His Son, 
Jesus! Let’s see if we can find some clues that will help us understand 
why that news is important for us. Tell the children about the items you 
have hidden. Give time for finding the items. 

When all the items have been found, have children show what they found. 
SAY: The paper hearts remind us that God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth 
because God loves us so much. We found more than one heart to help 
us remember that God’s love is for everyone, all the time. The cross 
reminds us that when Jesus grew up, He died on a cross to save people 
from their sins. That was God’s plan when He sent Jesus to earth. The 
crown helps us remember that Jesus is our king. The angel told Mary 
that Jesus would rule a kingdom will never end—that’s God’s kingdom!

ASK: What do you like to remember about Jesus, God’s Son?

Option Story from Weekly Bible Reader
SAY: We’ve learned about the exciting news the angel told Mary. Let’s 
read a story and think about why it is important to us that � God 
sent His Son, Jesus. Read the rebus story “A Happy Birthday” from 
issue 1. Pause whenever you come to a picture, and let kids call out the 
pictured word. Ask children to share why the news that Jesus was born is 
important to them. (Possible answers: Jesus loves them. Jesus has great 
power. Jesus died and rose to save them.) 

ASK: What is a way you can thank God for sending His Son, Jesus?

Make It Real  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children understand why Jesus’ 
coming is important to them.
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            Lesson 2 at a Glance

Weekly Bible Reader 
Give each student a Weekly 
Bible Reader to take home.

Be sure parents know  
about the Faith & Family  
pages available online to  
print and use with their  
children at home. Go to  
www.heartshaper.com.

Materials
(optional: rhythm  
instruments)

Teaching Tip
Some children do not enjoy 
singing. Provide maracas, 
tambourines, or other musical 
instruments that can be played 
by one group of children as 
another group sings.

Materials
copies of the Resources 
CD lesson 1 Good News  
Search printable file, scissors, 
glue sticks, hole punch, yarn

Be aware that fine 
motor activities can be 

frustrating for many students. 
Consider doing some of the 
cutting ahead of time to 
increase the likelihood of 
success. If some students balk 
at the idea of doing a craft 
project, allow those children 
to participate in the Quick 
Step Sing Your Thanks activity 
while other children make the 
decorations. Allowing a choice 
can help kids see how having 
and using different gifts helps us 
to be a healthy church family!

Focus
� God sent His Son, Jesus.

 Quick Step   Sing Your Thanks
SAY: Mary praised God when she learned that she would have a baby, 
God’s Son. � God sent His Son, Jesus, because God had a wonderful plan 
to save His people. Singing is one way we can praise and give thanks to 
God for loving us. Let’s sing some favorite songs about God’s Son, Jesus. 
We’ll learn a new song too. Lead children in singing a few favorite songs 
about Jesus. You can also sing the following words to the tune of “Jingle 
Bells”: Thank You, God, Thank You, God. / You sent Your Son, Jesus. / You 
are mighty. You are great. / We thank You and we praise You!

Close with a time of prayer. Invite the children to say the following prayer 
with you. PRAY: Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus. We 
will tell others about Your Son. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Option “Thank You, God” Decorations
Before class, cut 6" lengths of yarn (2 per child).

SAY: One way we can thank God for Jesus is by telling our relatives 
and friends the good news that � God sent His Son, Jesus. Let’s make 
decorations that will help us tell that good news. Give each child a copy 
of the Good News Search printable file. Assist children as needed in 
cutting out the cross, the crown, and two hearts. Have children glue the 
cross onto one heart and the crown onto the other heart. Punch a hole 
in the top of each heart. Thread lengths of yarn through the holes and 
tie the ends to form hangers. Children can give the decorations to family 
members or friends as they tell the good news about God’s Son, Jesus.

ASK: What do the hearts help us remember? (God loves us.)
What does the cross help us remember? (Jesus died and rose to 

save us.)
What does the crown help us remember? (Jesus is our king.)

Close your class time with prayer. Thank God for sending His Son, Jesus. 
Ask God to help the children as they tell others this news.

Saying Good-bye
•  Make sure children have projects and activity sheets they have done 

and the Activities Unit 1 Bible Memory Poster and stickers. Stickers 
are in the middle of Early Elementary Activities. Encourage kids to 
complete their posters at home.

•  If you have time before parents arrive, use some of the activities on 
the Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.

Live It Out  (10 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children express thanks to God 
for sending His Son, Jesus.
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Just for You

For more inspiration and training, you’ll want to 
get a copy of Teacher Training Smart Pages.  

Available from your Christian retailer or at SundaySchool.com

Ten Commandments for Teachers
One

Understand that teaching children is a holy 
calling of eternal value; pray for each child 
and ask for loving wisdom as you prepare. 
(Being prepared says you care.)

Two
Get down at a child’s eye level; show love and 
welcome by your touch, words, and smile. Teach 
respect by showing respect. (Your actions will 
teach far more than your words.)

Three
Make suggestions more often than you give 
commands; phrase directions positively. (A 
child must know what he or she can do in 
place of what he or she cannot do.)

Four
Be a teacher of great vision. See the most  
active, the most di cult, or the most with- 
drawn child not as a problem, but as a person 
to be loved into God’s family. (Remember and 
repeat often that God loves and has good 
plans for each one.)

Five
Give acceptable choices and set reasonable 
limits; stick to them and keep your word when 
you make a promise. (Limits foster a child’s 
sense of security.)

Six
Realize that your interaction is always needed, 
even when children are absorbed in an activity. 
(Stay nearby to guide conversation; listen, 
show love, and ask open-ended questions 
to help children understand and apply Bible 
truths.)

Seven
Be quick to see, describe, and thank a child 
for right actions. (Describing a child’s actions 
helps the child put meaning to concepts like 
fairness and kindness.)

Eight
Remember that children learn by doing, so 
provide active ways for children to learn. 
(Have several activities ready when the first 
child arrives, so children may choose.)

Nine
Know what is typical behavior for children 
and guide children toward desirable behavior. 
(Children are not always able to see how their 
actions a�ect others.)

Ten
Remember how easily children absorb our 
attitudes and how watchful they are of our 
actions and reactions. (Our attitudes and 
actions will either a rm or deny the truth of 
our words!)



HeartShaper helps kids grow to know and love God and His Word—and live it out!

What makes HeartShaper unique?
•  Kids take five journeys through the Bible by 

the time they reach 6th grade.

•  Bible skills, integrated into each lesson, build 
on each other from one age level to the next.

•  Activity options are included in most steps of 
each lesson.

•  Quick Step™ activities, easy to prepare and 
teach, require no materials other than the 
curriculum and common classroom supplies.

•  Special needs friendly activities  
are integrated into each lesson.  
Additional resources are available at  
www.heartshaper.com/special-needs.

You’ll want to use all the  
multisensory teaching tools  
provided with HeartShaper:

Plus, check out FREE online resources at www.heartshaper.com.

Early Elementary  
Resources

Weekly Bible 
Reader®

Early Elementary  
Activitites

Early Elementary Teaching Pictures

Shape hearts.
     Change lives.

Products sold separately or in a kit
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