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Leading a Student 
to Christ

1. Pray.
Ask God to prepare the students in your class to 
receive the good news about Jesus and prepare you  
to effectively communicate with them.

2. Present the good news.
Use words and phrases that students understand. 
Avoid symbolism that will confuse these literal- 
minded thinkers (“born-again,” “ask Jesus to come into 
your heart,” “open your heart,” etc.). Discuss these 
points slowly enough to allow time for thinking and 
comprehending.
a. “God wants you to become His child. Do you know 
why God wants you in His family?” (See 1 John 3:1.)
b. “You and all the people in the world have done 
wrong things. The Bible word for doing wrong is ‘sin.’ 
What do you think should happen to us when we 
sin?” (See Romans 6:23.)

c. “God loves you so much, He sent His Son to die 
on the cross for your sins. Because Jesus never 
sinned, He is the only One who can take the pun-
ishment for your sins.” (See 1 Corinthians 15:3;  
1 John 4:14.) The Bible tells us that God raised 
Jesus from the dead and that He is alive right 
now. We can come to know and love Him today!
d. “Are you sorry for your sins? Tell God that 
you are. Do you believe Jesus died to take the 
punishment for your sins? If you tell God you are 
sorry for your sins and tell Him you do believe and 
accept Jesus’ death to take away your sins, God 
forgives all your sins.” (See 1 John 1:9.)
e. “The Bible says that when you believe in Jesus, 
God’s Son, you receive God’s gift of eternal life. 
This gift makes you a child of God. This means God 
is with you now and forever.” (See John 3:16.)

Give students many opportunities to think about 
what it means to be a Christian; to aid their 
understanding, expose them to a variety of les-
sons and descriptions of the meaning of salvation.

3. Talk personally with the student.
Talking about salvation one-on-one creates the 
opportunity to ask and answer questions. Ask 
questions that move the student beyond simple 
yes or no answers or recitation of memorized infor-
mation. Ask what-do-you-think kinds of questions.
• “Why do you think it’s important to . . . ?”
• “What are some things you really like about 

Jesus?”
• “Why do you think that Jesus had to die because 

of wrong things you and I have done?”
• “What difference do you think it makes for a 

person to be forgiven?”
Answers to these open-ended questions will help 
you discern how much the student does or does 
not understand. 

4. Offer opportunities without pressure.
Preteens are still children, vulnerable to being 
manipulated by adults. A good way to guard against 

coercing a student’s response is to simply pause 
periodically and ask, “Would you like to hear 
more about this now or at another time?” Loving 
ac-ceptance of the student, even when he or she 
is not fully interested in pursuing the matter, is 
crucial in building and maintaining positive atti-
tudes toward becoming part of God’s family.

5. Give time to think and pray.
There is great value in encouraging a student 
to think and pray about what you have said 
before making a response. Also allow moments 
for quiet thinking about questions you ask.

6. Respect the student’s response.
Whether or not a student declares faith in Jesus 
Christ, there is a need for adults to accept the 
student’s action. There is also a need to realize 
that a student’s initial responses to Jesus are 
just the beginning of a lifelong process of grow-
ing in the faith.

7. Guide the student in further growth.
There are several important parts in the nurturing 
process.
a. Talk regularly about your relationship with God. 
As you talk about your relationship, the student 
will begin to feel that it’s OK to talk about such 
things. Then you can comfortably ask the student 
to share his or her thoughts and feelings, and 
you can encourage the student to ask questions 
of you.
b. Prepare the student to deal with doubts. 
Em-phasize that certainty about salvation is not 
dependent on our feelings or doing enough good 
deeds. Show the student places in God’s Word 
that clearly declare that salvation comes by grace 
through faith (see John 1:12; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 5:11).
c. Teach the student to confess all sin. This means 
agreeing with God that we really have sinned. 
Assure the student that confession always results 
in forgiveness.

Many adult Christians look back to their upper 
elementary years as the time when they accepted 
Christ as Savior. Not only are preteens able to 
understand the difference between right and 
wrong and their own personal need of forgiveness, 
but also they are interested in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection as the means by which God provides 
salvation. In addition, students at this age are 
capable of growing in their faith through prayer, 
Bible reading, worship and service.

However, preteens are still limited in their under-
standing, and immature in following through on 
their intentions and commitments. Therefore, they 
need thoughtful, patient guidance in coming to 
know Christ personally and continuing to grow  
in Him.

Unit 1 
Who Jesus Is

focus
Jesus is the Son of God  
who gives us everything  

we need to grow  
in our relationship  

with God.

Unit 2 
Fear
focus

God’s love and help  
equip us to face fear.

Unit 3 
Justice
focus

When we follow Jesus’  
example of showing  

compassion and justice  
to all people, God  
will be praised.

UNiT 1 BiBLE PASSAGE
Ephesians 2:6-10

Lesson 1 • page 1
Living Water - John 4:4-42

Lesson 2 • page 9
Bread of Life - John 6:1-15, 

25-51 

Lesson 3 • page 17
The Good Shepherd - John 10:1-30

Lesson 4 • page 25
The Way - John 12:12-15; 14:1-14

Lesson 5 • page 33
The Vine - John 15:1-17;  

18:1—20:31

UNiT 2 BiBLE PASSAGE
Romans 8:35,37-39

Lesson 6 • page 41
Joshua and Caleb - Exodus 1:8-14; 

Numbers 13—14:38 

Lesson 7 • page 49
Crossing the Jordan - Joshua 1;  

3—4

Lesson 8 • page 57
Trouble in Lystra - Acts 14:8-20

Lesson 9 • page 65
Paul’s Shipwreck - Acts 21:27-36; 

25:10-11; 27
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Psalm 146:7b-10

Lesson 10 • page 73
Blind Bartimaeus - Mark 10:46-52; 

Luke 18:35-43

Lesson 11 • page 81
The Crippled Woman - Luke 13:10-17

Lesson 12 • page 89
The Centurion - Luke 7:1-10

Lesson 13 • page 97
The Widow of Nain - Luke 7:11-17
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Focus on Evangelism
Sessions marked with this 
symbol provide special 
opportunities to reach out 

to children and their families with  
the good news of Jesus.
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Option A
Complete experiments to discover some charac-
teristics of water

Character Study
Study John 4:4-42 to describe ways in which 
Jesus showed the Samaritan woman that He is 
the Messiah

Distribute copies of the  
Sonic Edge #1 CD to new students!

Option A: Materials 
for the experiments you 
choose

Character Study: Bibles

Lesson 1 *  Unit 1Who Jesus isLivingWater

Small Group
Application

20-30 minutes

Goal: Identify the incompara-
ble riches of being a member  

of God’s family, and  
accept Jesus as  

God’s Son

5-15 minutes

Goal: Discover   
characteristics and  
benefits of water

Small Group
DiSCOVERY

20-30 minutes

Goal: Realize that because  
Jesus is the Messiah, He is  
the only One who can give  

us the living water of  
eternal life

Large Group
study

Option B: Lesson 1 
Student Guide pages, sev-
eral empty milk jugs, food 
coloring, Post-it Notes, 
marker, measuring cups, 
funnel, water, pens

Option B
Graph ways people use water and discuss the 
benefits of water

Skit Option: Lesson 1 Student Guide pages

Unit Bible Passage: Ephesians 2 Poster from  
Poster Pack 

Skit Option
Read a skit to discover benefits of being a 
member of God’s family

Unit Bible Passage
Read Ephesians 2:6-10 and identify riches that 
God has given us  

Discussion Option
Find descriptions of the riches God offers

Discussion Option: Bibles, Lesson 1 Comics

Active Option: Bibles, card stock, marker, scissors, 
tape

Art Option: Bibles, newspaper, watercolor paper or card 
stock, permanent markers, watercolor markers, several 
spray bottles filled with water

Active Option
Play a game to find words of the Bible passage 
and talk about the riches God gives His children

Art Option
Create watercolor reminders of the incomparable 
riches of being a member of God’s family

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   1 11/15/17   1:14 PM
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Lesson 1 - Living Water 

Jesus gives living water. 

Early in the history of the automobile, car radiators contained water instead of 
chemical coolants. Many travelers survived a stranding in the desert by draining 

and drinking the contents of their radiators. Although radiator water was rusty 
and smelly, that didn’t stop those travelers. They were desperately thirsty, and to 

them, the nasty radiator water was the nectar of life! 

When Jesus pictured Himself as the living water, He began by doing something as 
radical as drinking radiator water: He asked a Samaritan woman to give Him a drink, 
shattering dozens of social and religious rules. The woman soon realized, however, 
that Jesus’ own thirst was not uppermost in His mind; it was her thirst He cared 
about! Des- 
perately thirsty to be free from the burning shame that her sins had caused, she  
recognized that Jesus was clearly different from anyone she’d ever met. He didn’t  
offer advice; He offered Himself. He described trust in Him as Messiah and Savior  
as living water that would spring up within her to yield life unending. 

Like the Samaritan woman, we all thirst to be made right with God. This thirst is 
the root of every other thirst we have, even when we are tricked into thinking we are 
desperately thirsty for something else. Jesus invites us to an “Aha!” moment like that of 
the desperate desert travelers who realized that their radiators held life-giving water! When 
we and our preteens recognize (“Aha!”) that Jesus is everything we need, we can receive His 
living water by trusting Him, for His living water quenches our thirst for righteousness, satisfies 
our deepest needs and, unlike even the deepest and freshest well, never runs dry!

Character Study
John 4:4-42

Jesus told the woman at the well in Samaria 
that He could give her the living water of eter-
nal life.

Ephesians 2:6-10
NIV: “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

KJV: “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places  
in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved  
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest  
any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto  
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   2 11/15/17   1:14 PM
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Unit 1 -  Who Jesus is
Lesson 1 - Living Water 

Materials  
Materials for the experiments you 
choose.

Procedure
1. Lead pairs of students to complete 
one or more of these experiments to 
discover some characteristics of water.

• Holey Cup: Punch three holes vertically 
about 1 inch (2.5 cm) apart on one side of a large paper cup. 
Hold the cup over a sink or bowl. While one student covers holes 
with fingers, the other student fills the cup with water. When 
holes are uncovered, watch to see how far the water from each 
hole spurts out. (The water pressure in a body of water is greatest 
at the bottom because the pull of gravity on all the water above 
increases the pressure.) 

• Paper-Towel Trick: Fill a large container two-thirds full with 
water. Crumple a paper towel and push it into the bottom of a 
glass until it stays. Holding the glass upside down, push it under 
the water. Watch to see what happens to the towel in the glass. 
Then lift the glass out of the water. What do you notice about 
the towel in the glass? What do you think caused this to hap-
pen? (The air pressure in the glass keeps the water out of the 
glass, so the towel remains dry.) 

• Ice Stack: On a paper plate, try to stack several ice cubes into a 
tower. Then try again, but first sprinkle salt over the top of each 
cube as you place a cube on top of it. Hold cubes in place for a 
moment. (When mixed with water, salt forms a solution with a 
lower freezing point than that of water by itself. The solution  
acts like a glue between the still-frozen ice cubes.) 

2. Conclude the activity by saying, 

• We all know we need water to 
live. How many different ways 
have you used water today? 

• Today in our study, we are 
going to learn about a different 
kind of water that everyone 
needs.

Enrichment idea
Tech Tip: Find more water experi-
ments by searching online for  
children’s science activities.

While younger children often 
say whatever they are think-
ing, preteens are not as  
likely to be open about  
their thoughts. To help the 
students you mentor feel 
comfortable talking with you, 
ask thoughtful, open-end-
ed questions. Wait for their 
responses. Time spent listen-
ing to students is likely to be 
far more valuable than the 
time you spend talking.

option A
Wonder of water

5-15 minutes

Goal: Discover   
characteristics and benefits of 

water

Small Group
DiSCOVERY

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   3 11/15/17   1:14 PM
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Lesson 1 - Living Water 

option b
Can’t Live Without it!
Materials  
Lesson 1 Student Guide pages, several empty 
milk jugs (or other containers), food coloring, 
Post-it Notes, marker, measuring cups, funnel, 
water, pens.

Preparation
Add food coloring to each of the empty milk 
jugs.

Procedure
1. Brainstorm with students a list of ways people use water. Print 
each way on a separate Post-it Note and then attach each Post-it  
Note to a different milk jug. 

2. Each student uses a measuring cup and a funnel to add water to 
jugs to show how important each of the ways is to him or her: one  
cup of water to jug with way that is most important, 1⁄2 cup of water  
to jugs with ways that are needed in general, 1⁄4 cup of water to jugs 
with ways that he or she could do without, and no water to jugs  
with ways that he or she does not use. Ask the questions below. 

• How many different ways does your family use water? 

• What would you do differently each day if you only had a little 
bit of water to use? 

• What would you change if you could use all the water you want-
ed to?

3. Distribute Student Guide pages and pens. Working in pairs, students 
answer the questions about water on pages 1 and 4. When the stu- 
dents have finished answering the questions, ask each pair to tell  
their answers. 

4. Conclude the activity by saying, 

• In our study today, we will find out what happened 
when Jesus compared Himself to water.  

teaching tip
Print the directions from Procedure Step 2 on a large sheet 
of paper for students to refer to during the activity.

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   4 11/15/17   1:14 PM
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Unit 1 -  Who Jesus is
Lesson 1 - Living Water 

character study
Living Water

Materials  
Bibles, Ephesians 2 Poster from Pos- 
ter Pack; optional—Lesson 1 Student 
Guide pages, Sonic Edge #1 CD and play-
er or Extra Edge #1 DVD and player.

Lead students to read and discuss the Bible 
verses listed. Extend the  discussion with the ques-
tions and comments provided, and refer to the poster as indicated. 

When have you been on a very long walk? Jesus and 
His disciples walked a lot! A short time after Jesus 

had begun teaching people how to know and obey God, He and His 
disciples were traveling through an area called Samaria. 

On this particular day, Jesus and His disciples had been walking for 
a while when, around noon, Jesus became tired. So He sat down by a 
well to rest. Because Jesus and the disciples hadn’t brought food with 
them, the disciples left Jesus to get some food in the nearby town. 

In many of the places where Jesus traveled, drinking water came from 
wells dug deep in the ground. Travelers would carry small containers to 
lower into the wells to get water. But on this day, Jesus did not have 
anything with Him to use in getting water.

Pretty soon, a woman came to the well to get some water. When this 
woman saw a Jewish man sitting by the well, she was probably sur-
prised; but since men and women usually didn’t speak to each other, 
she probably ignored Him.

Then Jesus REALLY surprised the woman! He asked her for a 
drink of water. Read John 4:9 to find out what she asked 
Jesus and why she was surprised. Most Jewish people 
avoided Samaria and Samaritans. First of all, Samaritans 

claimed to believe in the same God as the Jewish people, but they 
didn’t study all of the Old Testament Scriptures or worship God in 
the Temple. They said that a mountain in their country was the place 
to worship God. The result of these differences was that the Samari-
tans and Jewish people had been enemies for years! 

Jesus not only talked to this woman, asking for water, but He also 
answered her question by offering her something special in return. 

Read John 4:10 to find out what Jesus said He could give 
the woman. Jesus’ answer confused her. She could see He 
didn’t have anything to put the water in. How could He 
offer HER water? 

The woman didn’t understand that Jesus was talking 
about a different kind of water. Read what Jesus said 
about this water in John 4:13-14. What do you think 

Jesus meant? What made the water He was offering 
unique? Jesus said that the living water He could give was eternal 
life—life as a member of God’s family now and forever! Jesus’ gift 
of living water could satisfy a person’s spiritual thirst—their desire 
to know and love God and experience His love for them.

Even though the woman didn’t understand exactly what 
Jesus meant, she knew that this living water sounded 
amazing—almost too good to be true! What was her 

response to Jesus? Read John 4:15. She wanted her  
thirst for water to be quenched forever!

Jesus realized the woman didn’t understand what He was talking 
about. She was still thinking about her physical thirst for water. 
But Jesus knew the woman desperately needed the kind of living 
water He was talking about. Because Jesus is God’s Son, He also 
knew that the woman’s sins were keeping her from accepting His 
gift of living water. The woman had been married five times. And 
she was now living with a man who wasn’t her husband.

When Jesus told her that He knew about her past marriag-
es, the woman was surprised again! Read John 4:19 to 
find what she said about Jesus. She must have wanted to 
avoid this uncomfortable subject. So she brought up the 

John 4:4-42

John 
4:10

John 
4:13-14

John 
4:15

John 
4:9

20-30 minutes

Goal: Realize that because 
Jesus is the Messiah, He is the 
only One who can give us the 

living water of eternal life

Large Group
study

John 
4:19

introduction

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   5 11/15/17   1:14 PM
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Lesson 1 - Living Water 

old argument between Samaritans and Jews about where people were 
supposed to worship God. And what did Jesus say? He told her that a 
new time was coming when it wouldn’t matter WHERE a person wor-
shiped God. 

Now the woman was really confused! “Look, I don’t know much about 
all this,” she said. “When the Messiah gets here, He’ll explain every-
thing.” The Samaritans and Jews were both waiting for God to send 
the Messiah, the One God had promised to send. 

Jesus answered her by telling her His reason for coming to 
Samaria. Read John 4:26 to find out what He said. Jesus 
wanted the woman to know that He was the Messiah she had 

been waiting for! He was the Messiah sent by God who would 
be not only a great teacher or prophet but also the Savior  
of the world—the only One who could offer the living water of eter-
nal life.

Now the woman’s amazement was too great to keep to herself! 
Read John 4:28-29 to find how the Bible describes what 
she did. 

When the Samaritans heard her words, many of them rushed 
to the well to see Jesus. They eagerly invited Him to teach 
them. Read John 4:42. What happened as a result of Jesus’ 
teachings?

 
Listen to what the Bible says about what God has 
given us. (Students read Ephesians 2:6-10 from  
Bibles or Ephesians 2 Poster. Optional: Play 
“Incomparable Riches” song from CD or DVD.)  

These words were written by Paul, a believer in Jesus. 

• What are some “riches,” or benefits, God has given mem-
bers of His family? (Salvation. Forgiveness. Constant love  
and kindness. Eternal life.) 

• “Grace” means love and kindness shown to someone who 
doesn’t deserve it. We are given these riches, not because 
we deserve them, but as a gift because of God’s love. 

Jesus offered the woman the gift of living water—life 
as a member of God’s family both now and forever, 

even after her physical body had died. Only the Messiah could 
give this gift that was more precious than any water from a well. 

We can’t earn God’s riches by trying hard to be good or by com-
ing to church a lot. We can only receive God’s riches by believing 
that Jesus is God’s Son and that He died to take the punishment 
for our sins. If you’re hearing for the first time about these rich-
es, you can accept God’s love for you and become a member of 
His family. If you’ve 
already become a 
Christian, it’s good  
to realize again what 
good things God gives 
you. (Continue your 
discussion about 
becoming a Christian 
with interested stu-
dents. Follow the 
guidelines in the 
“Leading a Student  
to Christ” article  
on p. 105.)

John 
4:26

John 
4:28-29

John 
4:42

Ephesians
2:6-10

Let’s read a skit about some of the riches, or benefits, of trust-
ing Jesus’ teaching. Distribute Student Guide pages. Invite 
volunteers to choose parts for the skit on pages 2 and 3. 
Students read skit aloud. Now let’s find out what the 
Bible really says about these benefits. 

skit
option

conclusion

2150-SpringA-PT-TG.indb   6 11/15/17   1:14 PM



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

life application 
challenge

7 

Unit 1 -  Who Jesus is
Lesson 1 - Living Water 

Talk with students about putting into 
practice the Bible truths discov-

ered in this lesson. Use these discus-
sion questions as you lead students 
to complete one of the activities on 
the following pages. Conclude the 
activity with the Life Application 
Challenge below.

• Who do you think is rich? How 
might a person who doesn’t have 
much money be considered rich? 

• According to Ephesians 2:6-10, how 
has God shown us the riches, or benefits, He has given to us? 
(God showed His love and kindness through Jesus’ death and res-
urrection.)

• What do you think are some benefits of being a member of 
God’s family? (Salvation. Forgiveness. Peace. Answered prayer. 
Eternal life.)

• What are some things that you like about being a member  
of God’s family? Tell your own answer before asking students  
to respond.

• How would you describe  
to a kid younger than you 
what it’s like to be a mem-
ber of God’s family? Why  
do you think it is good for 
people to become members 
of God’s family?

• If someone asked you how 
to become a member of 
God’s family, what would 
you tell him or her? Refer 
to the “Leading a Student to 
Christ” article on page 105.

discussion option
Rich List

What do you believe about 
Jesus? It’s OK to tell God 
that you are not sure what 
you believe. You can ask God 
to help you understand who 
Jesus is. Give students a short 
time to think and pray, and 
then pray with students, thank-
ing God for allowing each one 
to be a part of His family.  

Materials  
Bibles, Lesson 1 Comics.

Procedure 
1. Distribute comics. Students read Monday’s 
“Thirst Kwencher” on page 4. In Psalm 63, how did David describe 
his desire for knowing God? Why do you think David considered 
knowing God a treasure? Students read the Bible passage listed  
and tell ideas. 

2. Let’s find some more of the incomparable riches that God 
offers to us. Assign each student or pair of students one of these 
Bible verses: John 3:16; Romans 15:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:16; Titus 
2:11; Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 5:10; 1 John 1:9. Students look up  

verses and then tell the riches described. Ask the ques- 
tions below and the discussion questions to extend the 
conversation. 

• What are some other riches, or benefits, you can think of  
that God gives to us?

• Why are the riches God gives us better than anything on 
Earth?

• When are some times that people might be especially glad  
to be a member of God’s family? Why? 

Enrichment idea
Distribute paper and markers. Students create flyers telling about  
the riches God offers to people who believe in Him. Photocopy  
flyers and mail them to students who were absent this week. 

Small Group
Application

20-30 minutes

Goal: Identify the incompara-
ble riches of being a member  

of God’s family, and  
accept Jesus as  

God’s Son
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Lesson 1 - Living Water 

active option 
Treasure Hunt

art option 
Water mark

Materials  
Bibles, card stock, marker, scis-
sors, tape. 

Preparation 
Divide Bible passage into six to 
eight sections. Print each section 
on a separate sheet of card stock. 
Cut each sheet into three puzzle 
pieces, making sure to make each piece 
unique. On each piece, write a different point value (50, 100, 500 or 
1000). Hide puzzle pieces around classroom. 

Procedure 
1. Invite students to go on a treasure hunt to find the puzzle pieces 
hidden in the room. After finding pieces, students add up points on 
cards and then work together to assemble the pieces and then tape 
them together. 

2. Read passage aloud. Use the discussion questions to 
lead students to talk about the incomparable riches that  
God gives His children.  

3. Repeat activity, inviting volunteers who had the most points to 
hide the puzzle pieces and then give clues for other students to find 
them.

Materials  
Bibles, newspaper, watercolor 
paper or card stock (available at 
craft stores), permanent markers, 
watercolor markers, several spray 
bottles filled with water.

Preparation
Cover table with newspaper.

Procedure 
1. Invite several volunteers to each read portions of Ephesians 2:6-
10 from their Bibles. This verse talks about “the incomparable rich-
es” that God has given us. Which words in this verse tell us what 
these incomparable riches are? (“Grace.” “Saved.” “Faith.”) 

2. Invite students to use permanent markers to write on water-
color paper or card stock words or phrases from Ephesians 2:6-10 
that will remind them of what God has given them. 

3. Distribute watercolor markers and spray bottles to students. Stu-
dents use markers to decorate the words or phrases on their papers 
(see sketch) and then spray papers with water so that the colored 
lines spread to create a new look. Students leave papers to dry.  

Use the discussion questions to lead students in further dis-
cussion about the incomparable riches that God gives  
His children.

Enrichment idea
Look up and provide definitions of the more difficult words from 
Ephesians 2:6-10 for students to paraphrase in their own words  
and write on their reminder posters. 

teaching tip
If you have several small groups meeting  
in one room, do this activity as a large  
group and then divide into small groups  
for discussion.
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Leading a Student 
to Christ

1. Pray.
Ask God to prepare the students in your class to 
receive the good news about Jesus and prepare you  
to effectively communicate with them.

2. Present the good news.
Use words and phrases that students understand. 
Avoid symbolism that will confuse these literal- 
minded thinkers (“born-again,” “ask Jesus to come into 
your heart,” “open your heart,” etc.). Discuss these 
points slowly enough to allow time for thinking and 
comprehending.
a. “God wants you to become His child. Do you know 
why God wants you in His family?” (See 1 John 3:1.)
b. “You and all the people in the world have done 
wrong things. The Bible word for doing wrong is ‘sin.’ 
What do you think should happen to us when we 
sin?” (See Romans 6:23.)

c. “God loves you so much, He sent His Son to die 
on the cross for your sins. Because Jesus never 
sinned, He is the only One who can take the pun-
ishment for your sins.” (See 1 Corinthians 15:3;  
1 John 4:14.) The Bible tells us that God raised 
Jesus from the dead and that He is alive right 
now. We can come to know and love Him today!
d. “Are you sorry for your sins? Tell God that 
you are. Do you believe Jesus died to take the 
punishment for your sins? If you tell God you are 
sorry for your sins and tell Him you do believe and 
accept Jesus’ death to take away your sins, God 
forgives all your sins.” (See 1 John 1:9.)
e. “The Bible says that when you believe in Jesus, 
God’s Son, you receive God’s gift of eternal life. 
This gift makes you a child of God. This means God 
is with you now and forever.” (See John 3:16.)

Give students many opportunities to think about 
what it means to be a Christian; to aid their 
understanding, expose them to a variety of les-
sons and descriptions of the meaning of salvation.

3. Talk personally with the student.
Talking about salvation one-on-one creates the 
opportunity to ask and answer questions. Ask 
questions that move the student beyond simple 
yes or no answers or recitation of memorized infor-
mation. Ask what-do-you-think kinds of questions.
• “Why do you think it’s important to . . . ?”
• “What are some things you really like about 

Jesus?”
• “Why do you think that Jesus had to die because 

of wrong things you and I have done?”
• “What difference do you think it makes for a 

person to be forgiven?”
Answers to these open-ended questions will help 
you discern how much the student does or does 
not understand. 

4. Offer opportunities without pressure.
Preteens are still children, vulnerable to being 
manipulated by adults. A good way to guard against 

coercing a student’s response is to simply pause 
periodically and ask, “Would you like to hear 
more about this now or at another time?” Loving 
ac-ceptance of the student, even when he or she 
is not fully interested in pursuing the matter, is 
crucial in building and maintaining positive atti-
tudes toward becoming part of God’s family.

5. Give time to think and pray.
There is great value in encouraging a student 
to think and pray about what you have said 
before making a response. Also allow moments 
for quiet thinking about questions you ask.

6. Respect the student’s response.
Whether or not a student declares faith in Jesus 
Christ, there is a need for adults to accept the 
student’s action. There is also a need to realize 
that a student’s initial responses to Jesus are 
just the beginning of a lifelong process of grow-
ing in the faith.

7. Guide the student in further growth.
There are several important parts in the nurturing 
process.
a. Talk regularly about your relationship with God. 
As you talk about your relationship, the student 
will begin to feel that it’s OK to talk about such 
things. Then you can comfortably ask the student 
to share his or her thoughts and feelings, and 
you can encourage the student to ask questions 
of you.
b. Prepare the student to deal with doubts. 
Em-phasize that certainty about salvation is not 
dependent on our feelings or doing enough good 
deeds. Show the student places in God’s Word 
that clearly declare that salvation comes by grace 
through faith (see John 1:12; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 5:11).
c. Teach the student to confess all sin. This means 
agreeing with God that we really have sinned. 
Assure the student that confession always results 
in forgiveness.

Many adult Christians look back to their upper 
elementary years as the time when they accepted 
Christ as Savior. Not only are preteens able to 
understand the difference between right and 
wrong and their own personal need of forgiveness, 
but also they are interested in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection as the means by which God provides 
salvation. In addition, students at this age are 
capable of growing in their faith through prayer, 
Bible reading, worship and service.

However, preteens are still limited in their under-
standing, and immature in following through on 
their intentions and commitments. Therefore, they 
need thoughtful, patient guidance in coming to 
know Christ personally and continuing to grow  
in Him.

Unit 1 
Who Jesus Is

focus
Jesus is the Son of God  
who gives us everything  

we need to grow  
in our relationship  

with God.

Unit 2 
Fear
focus

God’s love and help  
equip us to face fear.

Unit 3 
Justice
focus

When we follow Jesus’  
example of showing  

compassion and justice  
to all people, God  
will be praised.
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