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How to Use Little KidsTime

A few children, two leaders or teachers 

Lots of children, several teachers, a director or coordinator

If you teach with only one other person, follow these simple steps:
1.  Read “Discovering God’s Love Overview” on page 7 to get a clear view of what this course is about.
2. Look at “Advice & Answers for Schedule Planning” on pages 9-11. Choose the schedule that best fits your situation and decide which centers to include.
3.  Read the tip articles (pp. 21-31) for each center you will lead, taking note of the ways you can make each center an effective learning experience for the children in your class. 4.  Decide which person will lead each activity as children move between the centers. 5.  Print out lesson resources as needed from CD-ROM. Refer to “What to Print List” on CD-ROM.

If you are the children’s director or coordinator of Little KidsTime, follow the above steps 

and add two more!

6.  Pay special attention to “Getting & Keeping the Very Best Staff” on pages 12-13. 

Remember to start recruiting early—several months before Little KidsTime begins.

7.  Read “Questions & Answers for a Terrific Program” on pages 14-15 for tips on how to  

distribute and store curriculum, special ways to involve parents and more!
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Discovering God’s Love Overview
Welcome to a year’s worth of great learning! 

Discovering God’s Love is designed to help you 
give preschoolers an increasing awareness and 
understanding of the reality of God’s love and 
help in their daily lives. Preschoolers’ most ef-
fective way to learn is through playing! For this 
reason, we’ve divided Discovering God’s Love in-
to Play, Listen and Talk. This format gives each 
child a chance to actively explore Bible truth in 
ways appealing to every learning style. As they 
become fully involved in learning, preschoolers 
discover ways they can do the things they have 
learned in class. God’s Word comes to have real 
meaning for them! 

Special Features
➥  Additional lesson resources are available on the CD-ROM. These resources include patterns, pic-

tures, game cards and more. Print out these resources as suggested in lessons. Refer to the “What 
to Print List” on the CD-ROM.

➥  Every lesson features three colorful Bible Story pictures as part of the story presentation. The back 
of one picture contains that lesson’s Bible story in both English and Spanish. These pictures give 
children a visual focus while listening to the story!

➥  During each class session, preschoolers will participate in several different Play to Learn centers. 
These active learning experiences help focus children’s attention as you relate the day’s lesson to 
their lives. Each activity relates to the session’s lesson focus (called “God’s Word and Me”) and 
many activities relate to the Bible story as well. Noncompetitive, active games give children a 
change of pace and a chance to move large muscles. Art activities give children an opportunity to 
creatively use a variety of art materials. Building, lifting and carrying blocks give children oppor-
tunities to develop motor skills and talk about everyday life. Science activities help them explore 
the wonderful things God has created. 

➥  Each Play to Learn activity is designed to meet the 
needs and abilities of most preschool children. But 
to help you address the developmental differences 
between younger and older preschoolers, each 
activity center gives both an option For Younger 
Children and For Older Children. The younger op-
tion provides simplification or alternate ideas for 
younger children in your group. The older option 
provides challenge and enrichment ideas for kin-
dergartners and other older children.

➥  The Listen to Learn center helps children connect 
Bible stories and truths to their lives as children 
listen to a Bible story, speak God’s Word, sing and 
pray together.

➥  The Talk to Learn activities suggested on the  
final page of each lesson give you another way  
to customize each session to the needs and inter-
ests of your preschoolers. For both younger and 



8 • © 2011 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Discovering God’s Love Leader’s Guide

older children, the Bible Story Activity Pages Center uses fun pages from The Big Book of Bible Story 
Activity Pages #1. Kids will color, fold, tape or more to review the Bible story they just heard and 
then apply its truth to their lives. Conversation suggestions are included on every page so that  
you know exactly what to say to help them apply those truths! In the Preschool Puzzle Center,  
preschoolers will enjoy the challenge of puzzles from The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles. These 
puzzles (two for each lesson) give young children the opportunity to build a strong foundation of 
Bible truths and, at the same time, the chance to practice a number of important skills they will 
need in daily life. The Read-Aloud Story Center features a page for every lesson. The contemporary 
story and activity page from The Big Book of Read Aloud Stories #1 relate to that session’s lesson fo-
cus. These extra resources can be used at any time in the session to provide a change of pace, to ex- 
tend the session or to allow for transitions at the beginning or end of the session.

➥  Because teachers are the heart of any teaching time, Discovering God’s Love is especially easy for 
teachers to use. Every lesson opens with a Teacher Challenge to give teachers insight and back-
ground in understanding how the lesson’s focus applies to their own lives. The Leader’s Guide  
can be printed from the CD-ROM and then copied so that each member of the teaching team can 
be given a copy of the lesson to which he or she has been assigned. Or you may also e-mail the les-
sons to your teachers. Each center’s page includes the Bible verse (God’s Word) and the lesson focus 
(God’s Word and Me) so every member of the team understands the goal of the lesson and how 
that center ties into achieving the goal.

Prayerful Preparation
When you and your team members are prepared, you’re eager and enthusiastic. This makes your chil-
dren eager to learn, too! As you pray and organize this course to meet the needs of your group, ask 
God what He wants to do during this time. Invite Him to make you sensitive to ways you can be part 
of what He wants to accomplish. Although these children are young, you are laying foundations for 
understanding that will make an eternal difference as they discover God’s love and grow into whole-
hearted followers of Jesus Christ!
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Advice & Answers  
for Schedule Planning 
How much time is needed for each session?
To answer this question, ask another question: How much time do you need for each session to take? This 
course is designed to meet the needs of multiple time frames and a wide variety of needs. Selecting from 
the variety of activities provided in each session gives you freedom to make the session last for however 
long you will be meeting with your children. See the scheduling options on page 11. These suggestions 
meet the needs of a majority of programs.

What are unique needs of preschoolers?
As you develop your schedule, consider a few of the unique needs of the children you serve:

➥  Preschoolers are not able to sit still for long periods of time. Some will not be able to sit still for 
any period of time! Be prepared to alternate seated activities with activities that allow children 
to exercise their large muscles (finger play, active games, block, playground play, etc.). Restless 
children are a signal that a change is needed! If children attend a portion of the adult worship 
service before the session begins, be sure to have large-motor play or an active game at the be-
ginning of the session.

➥  Preschoolers have no sense of schedules and timetables. Be flexible in your expectations! The 
length of time for each center may vary widely as young children move freely between the centers 
as their interests direct. When these activity centers are open-ended, without a set beginning or 
end, you can provide as many centers as you have teachers or helpers. When each teacher or helper 
takes responsibility for a center, a child may play the game for a few minutes, move to the Block 
Center to build awhile and then work on an art activity. This flexibility allows preschoolers to en-
gage in activities that have meaning to them that day!

➥  For children to be able to move freely between the centers, keep all Little KidsTime activity centers 
in the same room. Create a large graphic sign to identify each center; for instance, a crayon for the 
Art Center, jumping children for the Active Game Center, blocks for the Block Center, a magnifying 
glass for the Science Center, etc. Children can then easily identify each center. Printable graphics 
for these signs are also provided on the Discovering God’s Love CD-ROM packaged in this book. 

What activities are found in the Play to Learn part of the session?
➥  The Active Game Center gives preschoolers a change of pace and a chance to move. All of these 

games challenge young children physically and mentally but are appropriate for young children, 
easygoing and noncompetitive. 

➥  The Art Center activities provide a variety of sensory involvements as children enjoy meaningful 
art experiences. Dozens of fine motor, categorizing and other skills are practiced during this time. 

➥  The Block Center encourages children to lift, carry and build with blocks, giving them opportuni-
ties to develop motor skills, use their imaginations, care for materials and make decisions. 

➥  The Science Center provides the kinds of firsthand experiences that are essential for young children 
to learn. Exploring God’s creation helps a child begin to sense the extent of God’s love, His care and 
His wisdom.
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What makes up the Listen to Learn part of the session?
➥  The Listen to Learn portion of the session is the place where children interact with God’s Word and 

Bible truth. All the children come together for this flexible time that actively involves young chil-
dren in the basic elements of worship: music, God’s Word and prayer. Children listen to and talk 
about the Bible story; they sing, interact and pray to make Bible truths real in their world of family 
and friends. 

➥  If your group is mostly younger preschoolers, omit some of the activities to shorten the time. But do 
be ready and excited to tell the Bible story; you’ll find that even the youngest ones will be engaged! 

What makes up the Talk to Learn part of the session? 
➥  Children have played while you have helped them think about Bible truth by your conversation. 

They have now listened to the Bible story, interacted and responded to Bible truth through review, 
praise and prayer. Now, it’s time to talk about what the Bible story and verse mean in their every-
day lives. But a formal question-and-answer session likely won’t help young children understand 
what God’s Word means for them! However, when children’s hands are busy, their minds and 
hearts seem to be available so that they talk freely and understand easily. With your interested lis-
tening, loving guidance and your ability to tie their thoughts to God’s Word, they will talk to learn! 

➥  The Bible Story Activity Pages Center gives children an engaging way to review the Bible story they 
just heard and then apply its truth to their lives. Conversation suggestions are included on every 
page so that you know exactly what to say to help them apply those truths! Pages are found in The 
Big Book of Bible Story Activity Pages #1.

➥  The Preschool Puzzle Center gives preschoolers time to enjoy the challenge of puzzles from the 
The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles. These puzzles give you another way to talk about the session’s 
Bible truth—and they give young children a fun and yet challenging way to practice a number of 
important skills they need as they grow. 

➥  In the Read-Aloud Story Center, a story picture from The Big Book of Read-Aloud Stories #1 helps 
each child understand and apply the session’s Bible truth to his or her own life as they hear a con-
temporary story and complete a color-and-do page. 

How do we plan each session?
Each teacher takes responsibility for one or 
more activities, interacting with each child as 
he or she visits the activity center—greeting 
the child at eye level, listening, conversing 
and using the day’s focus and Bible verse 
to help children gain more understanding. 
Helpers and teachers who aren’t leading an 
activity move freely to help children and 
teachers.

Once you have chosen the activities for each 
session, plan who will lead and who will help 
with each center. You may want to photocopy 
each of the chosen activities for the teacher 
or teachers who will lead or you may find it 
easier and faster to find the lesson on the 
CD-ROM enclosed in this book and e-mail 
it to each teacher. This helps to ensure that 
teachers have plenty of time to do their nec-
essary preparation. The Teacher Challenge  2011 Gospel Light. Permission granted to original purchaser only. Discovering God’s Love Leader’s Guide

 Modifi able Forms

 Little KidsTime Discovering God’s Love

Date(s) ____________________________________  Lesson(s)  _____________________________________

Teaching Team  ____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Time
Center

Teachers

Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25       1-4

 Craig, Emily, Ryan, Jen

10:45-11:15   Art Center

     Science Center

11:15-11:30   Snack

11:30-11:45   Listen to Learn

11:45-12:00
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 Modifi able Forms
 Little KidsTime Discovering God’s Love
 Date(s) ______________________  Lesson Number and Title _______________________________________   
Teaching Team  ____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Time Center Teachers Helpers

       Sept. 4         1 Baby in a Basket   Judy, Jean, Latasha, Marcos

10:45-11:15     Art Center      Latasha      Judy

       Block Center          Marcos

    Science Center       Jean

11:15-11:30  Snack

11:30-11:45  Listen to Learn     Marcos  Judy, Jean

11:45-12:00          Preschool              Latasha             Jean                         Puzzle Center
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on the first page of each lesson will help teachers to prepare their hearts and minds in the week before 
each session.

Also check the CD-ROM for additional resources (pictures, patterns, etc.) that may be needed. Refer to 
the “What to Print List” on the CD-ROM.

Doing this preparation early goes a long way to help you avoid last-minute panic! Planning a month or 
more in advance will ensure that your teachers are well prepared to serve the children in their care.

For help in staffing and recruiting, complete a planning page on a weekly, monthly or quarterly ba- 
sis (see samples on previous page). These pages can also be taken from the CD-ROM, filled out and  
e-mailed to your teachers and helpers ahead of time!

What are some schedule options?
Below are some sample schedule options. Adapt these sample schedules to the needs and interests of 
your church. Add or substitute other centers to meet the needs of your group. You may also wish to in-
clude snacks (see recipes on p. 17) and/or supervised outdoor playtime. Once you’ve adapted a sched-
ule option for your group, fill out the form from the CD-ROM, print it and post it in classrooms where 
sessions will take place. Also, e-mail the schedule to every teacher and helper to quickly get the whole 
team on the same page! 
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 Schedule Options

 Option 1 
(60-75 minutes)

Play to Learn/
Talk to Learn*
20-30 minutes

Active Game Center
Art Center

Science Center

Snack and/or 
supervised 

outdoor play
25 minutes

Listen to Learn
10-15 minutes

* Select from the Active 
Game Center, Art Center, Block Center, Science Cen-ter, Bible Story Activity 
Pages Center, Preschool 
Puzzle Center and Read-
Aloud Story Center.

 Option 2 
(60-90 minutes)

Adult Worship
15-20 minutes

Play to Learn/
Talk to Learn*
20-30 minutes

Active Game Center
Art Center

Science Center

Listen to Learn
10-15 minutes

Snack and/or 
supervised 

outdoor play
25 minutes

* Select from the Active 
Game Center, Art Center, Block Center, Science Cen-ter, Bible Story Activity 
Pages Center, Preschool 
Puzzle Center and Read-
Aloud Story Center.

 Option 3 
(75-90 minutes)

Play to Learn*
20-30 minutes

Active Game Center
Art Center

Block Center

Snack and/or 
supervised 

outdoor play
25 minutes

Listen to Learn
10-15 minutes

Talk to Learn*
20 minutes

 Bible Story Activity 
Pages Center 

Preschool Puzzle 
Center 

Read-Aloud Story and Activity Center 

 * Select from the Active 
Game Center, Art Center, Block Center and Science Center.
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Getting & Keeping the Very Best Staff
One of the most important elements in staffing a successful Little KidsTime program is planning how 
you will recruit and organize your staff. However you do it, keep in mind that the best learning and the 
most fun take place when there is one teacher or helper for approximately every six children.

The optimum plan for staffing is to have the same teachers in place for six months to one year. Both 
teachers and children benefit from regular interaction. Long-term consistency creates a wonderful  
opportunity for spiritual growth in children as they build relationships with caring adults who are 
faithful in demonstrating God’s love.

While it may be easier to recruit teachers to teach one session at a time, such short-term staffing creates 
other problems. Many churches have found that rotating teachers frequently not only makes learning 
and growth difficult for children but also creates a heavy workload in administration (distributing cur-
riculum, orienting a constant stream of new teachers, etc.).

Here are some options if long-term commitment is difficult in your situation.

➥  Ask teachers to teach for three or four months at a time instead of a year. 

➥  Find two teams of teachers and helpers who will each teach for a month. Then plan to rotate the 
two teams so that they alternate monthly. Over the course of a year, teachers and children become 
familiar with each other and can benefit from regular interaction. 

➥  If you must rotate teachers more frequently (weekly or biweekly), have regular greeters or leaders 
who are present every week. 

Recruiting Tips
Recruiting teachers and helpers is one of the key tasks to making Little KidsTime an effective and fun 
learning experience for the children of your church and community. Keep the following tips in mind  
as you seek the volunteers and then match their talents to the tasks to be done:

➥  Pray for guidance in finding the people God wants to serve in this ministry.

➥  Start early!

➥  Keep all the leaders of your Sunday School and other children’s ministries aware of and praying 
about staffing needs.

➥  Write a job description for each Little KidsTime staff position. (Check Preschool Smart Pages for sam-
ples; modifiable sample job descriptions can be found on the Preschool Smart Pages CD-ROM.)

➥  Make a list of potential teachers and helpers. Consider a wide variety of sources for volunteers: 
church membership list, new members’ classes, suggestions from adult teachers or leaders, lists 
of previous and current teachers and survey forms. Get recommendations from present teachers. 
Don’t overlook singles, senior citizens, youth and collegians. Be sure to follow your church’s estab-
lished procedures for screening volunteers. 

➥  Look for team members with interests and abilities in specific areas. For example, the teaching 
team for 24 children might consist of two to three adults: One prepares and leads the Listen to 
Learn time and two others each lead a different activity center during Play to Learn or Talk to 
Learn. When not actively involved with leading a center, team members act as helpers. The leader 
of the Listen to Learn time might also lead an activity center.

➥  Prayerfully prioritize your prospect list. Determine which job description best fits each person’s 
strengths and gifts.

➥  Personally contact the prospects. Sending an e-mail, a personal letter or a flyer to each prospect is a 
good first step. Follow up with a phone call to personally answer any questions or to see if the pros-
pect has made a decision.



 © 2011 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Discovering God’s Love Leader’s Guide • 13

➥  Provide new volunteers with all the needed materials, forms, helpful hints and training that will 
help them to succeed. For all teachers and helpers, you may want to schedule one or more training 
meetings at which you distribute curriculum, review schedules and procedures, learn the songs to-
gether, etc.

➥  During the volunteer’s time of service, make sure the volunteer knows who will be available to  
answer questions or lend a helping hand. Look for specific actions and services contributed by  
the volunteer and offer your thanks.

➥  Plan a thank-you brunch or pizza dinner or lunch for teachers and their families. Even the ones 
who don’t attend will be grateful for your appreciation!

Recruiting Announcements 
The teachers and helpers who will be your Little KidsTime teachers and helpers will appreciate clear, 
concise information about the program—and a little added inspiration couldn’t hurt! Here are some 
attention-grabbing recruiting announcements. 

Take these announcements from the CD-ROM, available in a modifiable format. 
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Recruiting Announcments

Want to Learn More 
About God?

You can! Join our teaching team and let our 
new Little KidsTime program, Discovering 
God’s Love, help you learn as you teach our 
little kids all about God! You’ll fi nd there is 
no better way to learn more about God and 
His Word than to teach young children in 
this kid-friendly program.

Discovering God’s Love has exciting 
songs, Bible stories and worship 
activities. But that’s not all! 
You’ll be able to expand little 
kids’ minds with awesome 
art projects, amazing science 
experiences, fun games and 
active block building. All our 
team needs to be the best is 
YOU! Act now to ensure your 
spot to help little kids explore 
God’s Word!

ng 
p

ur
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Recruiting Announcments

We Want 

Discovering God’s Love will start on _____________________________

and continue through__________ at __________.

Explore God’s Word for a little kid’s world! 

(date)

(date)

(times)

Yes, YOU can make the diff erence in the lives of the young children at our church! Join our 

team to teach an exciting new course to our preschoolers—Discovering God’s Love! We provide 

all the ideas and supplies you need to help kids Play, Listen and Talk as they learn about God’s 

love. Discovering God’s Love is designed to help you be a terrifi c teacher of God’s Word!

If you’d like to see great things every single Sunday, we’re now taking applications for teachers 

who can show God’s love to young children, use their imaginations and have fun learning more 

about God’s Word!

You!
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Questions & Answers  
for a Terrific Program
What’s the best way to distribute and store Little KidsTime 
curriculum?
When you first receive your curriculum, print out the pages from the CD-ROM. Also print the addi-
tional lesson resources from the CD-ROM. Place pages in a binder, using dividers to separate the main 
sections of the book: planning pages, lesson pages, etc.

Then photocopy all the lesson pages, making a copy for each person who will be teaching. Also make 
multiple copies of the tips page for each activity center (one of the appropriate center for each teacher 
or helper). Distribute the appropriate pages to teachers and helpers at a Little KidsTime orientation 
meeting or mail them to teachers a week or so before their teaching assignments begin.

OR

E-mail pages from the CD-ROM to the appropriate teachers and helpers. 

How can we build enthusiasm for Little KidsTime?
Children of all ages will respond positively to your efforts to create interest in Little KidsTime.

➥ Plan theme days such as Fruit Day (everyone is served a specific fruit for a snack), Crazy Hat Day 
(everyone wears a funny- or silly-looking hat), Color Day (everyone wears clothes of a certain color) 
or, for Sunday evening or weekday programs, Parent Day (parents and/or grandparents attend 
Little KidsTime with their children or grandchildren). 

➥ Design a special name tag just for the children who attend Little KidsTime. See the CD-ROM for 
modifiable name tag files in either black and white or color. 

➥ Make or decorate T-shirts for Little KidsTime participants or teachers to wear. 

➥ Create a special name or logo for your Little KidsTime program. Use it on all publicity, recruiting 
letters, T-shirts, name tags and classroom signs.

These special attention-getting ideas can be used to kick off the beginning of Little KidsTime, as a 
way to reach out to the community or as “fun-builder” ideas at any time during the year when you 
feel enthusiasm or attendance are lagging.

Carisza



 © 2011 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Discovering God’s Love Leader’s Guide • 15

How can we make Little KidsTime challenging enough for 
kindergartners?
Throughout Little KidsTime, options are suggested in each center for ways to increase the challenge in 
that activity for older children. If your group is large enough to divide into classes, group older children 
in a separate class. 

➥ The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles provides challenging puzzles for kindergartners. 

➥ At the Active Game Center, older children can help to demonstrate games.

➥ At the Art Center, older children can help younger ones with gluing, cutting, etc.

➥ During Listen to Learn, invite one or more of the older children to demonstrate motions for young-
er children to imitate during the Bible story or while singing.
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Leading the Young Child  
Toward Jesus
When we have presented Jesus by both our actions and our 
words, a foundation is laid for a child to receive Christ as 
Savior. Every lesson may create an opportunity to talk with  
a young child who wants to know more about Jesus.

➥ The young child is easily attracted to Jesus. Jesus is a 
warm, sympathetic person who obviously likes children, 
and children readily like Him. These early perceptions 
prepare the foundation for the child to receive Christ as 
Savior and to desire to follow His example in godly living. 

➥ While some children at this age level (especially from 
Christian homes) may indeed pray to become a member 
of God’s family, accepting Jesus as their Savior, expect 
wide variation in children’s readiness for this important 
step. Allow the Holy Spirit room to work within His own 
timetable.

➥ Talk individually with children. Something as important 
as a child’s personal relationship with Jesus Christ can be 
handled more effectively alone than in a group.

➥ Ask questions that will help you determine what the child understands. Open-ended what-do-
you-think questions give you a chance to hear what’s really going on in the child’s mind and heart. 
“What do you like best about Jesus?” will help a child give words to his or her thoughts and feelings 
about Him.

➥ Talk simply. Phrases such as “born again” or “Jesus in my heart” are symbolic and far beyond a 
young child’s understanding. Focus on how God makes people a part of His family: God loves us, 
but we have done wrong things (sinned). God says sin must be punished. God sent Jesus 
to take the punishment for the wrong things we have done. We can tell God that we have 
done wrong and tell Him we are sorry for our sin. We can ask Jesus to be our Savior. Then 
we become a part of God’s family. Share this information whenever a child seems interested but 
only for as long as the interest lasts. Lay a good foundation for a lifetime of solid spiritual growth! 
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Snacks
Be sure to advise parents whenever food is used during a session. Post a note to alert parents so that 
they will be able to tell you of any food allergies the children may have. Also, check registration forms 
to find any food allergies listed. Always check these forms before selecting a snack.

Trail Mix Cones
Give each child an empty ice-cream cone. Pro- 
vide a variety of trail mix items (pretzel sticks, 
small candies, sunflower seeds, raisins, mini-
marshmallows, etc.) in separate bowls. Place  
several small plastic spoons in each bowl. Each 
child scoops a spoonful or two of each item into 
cone as desired. 

Banana Pudding
Make instant banana pudding and pour it over 
sliced bananas. Serve in small paper cups with 
plastic spoons.

Vegetable Slices
Prepare fresh vegetable slices. Use carrots, celery, 
etc. You may wish to provide yogurt, ranch dress-
ing or cottage cheese for a dip.

No-Bake Cookies (serves 16)
1 cup raisins

1 cup finely chopped dates

1/2 cup honey

1/2 cup graham cracker crumbs

Mix raisins, dates and honey. Form balls.  
Roll in graham cracker crumbs.

Cereal Snack
Pour dry cereal into a bowl. Children take a  
handful and put on napkin or in a cup and eat.

Yogurt Yum (serves 8-10)
1 cup diced bananas

1 cup fruit cocktail in juice, drained

1/2 cup sunflower seeds

1 cup plain yogurt

Mix, chill and serve in small paper cups.

Oatmeal Bars
2 cups oatmeal (uncooked)

3/4 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup or 1 stick butter or margarine

Dash of baking soda

Boil sugar, butter or margarine and soda. Add  
oatmeal and blend. Spread mixture in a well-
greased 8-inch square pan (or equivalent) and 
bake at 350° for 10 minutes. Cut into bars while 
warm. Serve when cool.

Fresh Fruit Mix
Combine equal parts of fresh sliced peaches and 
blueberries or blackberries. Serve in small paper 
cups.

Applesauce
Serve prepared applesauce in small paper cups. 
Provide one quart for 15 children.

Muffins
Prepare bran, blueberry or cranberry muffins.  
Use a mini muffin tin if available.

Orange Pops
Pour orange juice (or another juice) into small pa-
per cups. Put a plastic spoon in each cup. Freeze 
until solid. Children hold frozen-juice pops by the 
spoon handles, tear off cups and lick!
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Fruit Cubes and Dip
1 cup plain yogurt

4 tablespoons orange or apple juice concentrate

Fresh and/or dried fruit

Combine yogurt and juice concentrate in a bowl. 
Cut fruit into bite-size pieces. Dip fruit in yogurt 
mixture and eat.

Yogurt
Serve frozen or chilled yogurt in small paper cups 
with plastic spoons. Provide one quart yogurt for 
every 15 children.

Finger Jello
Dissolve four envelopes unflavored gelatin in one 
cup cold water. Dissolve one 6-ounce box of any 
flavor gelatin in four cups boiling water. Then  
mix the two gelatins together and pour into a 
9x13-inch (23x33-cm) pan. Refrigerate until  
firm. Cut in squares and serve.

Banana Rolls
1/2 banana for each child 

1 tablespoon lemon juice (for each 1/2 banana)

2 tablespoons coconut or wheat germ (for each  
1/2 banana)

Cut banana into 3 or 4 slices, dip in lemon juice, 
roll in coconut or wheat germ.

Fruit
Prepare (or children prepare) any type of fresh 
fruit that is in season.

Ants on a Log
Spread cream cheese on celery sticks. Place raisins 
on top of cream cheese.

Ants in the Sand
Give each child several graham crackers in a reseal-
able snack bag. Child uses a rolling pin to crush 
crackers into bits inside sealed bag. Add raisin 
“ants.” Eat with a spoon directly from snack bags.

Cheese and Crackers
Serve sliced cheese and crackers. Or children use  
a cheese spread to decorate their own crackers.

Cheese and Apples
Cut cheese and apples into slices. Children “sand-
wich” cheese between apple slices or apple slices 
between cheese slices. 

Cereal Scramble
1 cup each of three different kinds of unsweet-
ened cereal

1/2 cup pretzels

1/2 stick melted butter or margarine

Mix all ingredients gently. Spread on baking sheet.  
Bake at 300° for 30 minutes. Stir occasionally. 
Store in a tightly covered container.

Tortilla Tasties
Provide flour tortillas and separate containers of 
spreadable cream cheese, raisins, thin apple slic-
es, cinnamon and sugar. Children spread cream 
cheese onto tortilla and sprinkle other items on 
as desired. Roll up the tortillas and eat!  

Sandwich on a Stick
Give each child a toothpick or non-sharp small 
wooden skewer. Provide a variety of sandwich 
items in separate containers (bread, ham and 
cheese cubes; small pieces of lettuce; cherry or 
grape tomatoes). Children assemble items on 
toothpicks or skewers. Place mustard and may-
onnaise into small disposable cups to give each 
child for dipping. 

Pudding Cones
Make any flavor of instant pudding following 
package directions. Each child puts two or three 
large spoonfuls of pudding into a flat-bottom ice 
cream cone. Child tops cone with granola, un-
sweetened dry cereal or graham cracker crumbs. 
Serve with plastic spoon. 
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Play-Dough Recipes
Children enjoy the unending variety of shapes that results from molding, squeezing, rolling and 
pounding dough. This activity becomes even more fun when the children mix the dough themselves. 
Here are some recipes for different textures. Three of the recipes require no baking and could be made 
by the children during the class session. 

Recipe One
2 parts flour

1 part salt

1 tablespoon alum

Add water and dry tempera to achieve desired 
consistency and color.

Recipe Two
4 cups flour

2 cups salt

food coloring

1/4 cup vegetable oil

1/8 cup soap flakes

2 cups water

1/8 cup alum

Mix ingredients well.

Recipe Three
1 1/2 cups flour

1 cup cornstarch

1 cup salt

1 cup warm water

Mix ingredients well.

Recipe Four
1 cup flour

1 cup water and food coloring

1/2 cup salt

1 tablespoon cooking oil

2 teaspoons cream of tartar

Cook over medium heat until consistency of 
mashed potatoes. Do not boil. Knead until cool.

With all recipes, if dough is sticky, dust with flour. If dough is stiff, add water. All recipes need to  
be stored in airtight containers. Recipe Three hardens nicely and can be painted if sculptures are  
to be preserved.
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Play to Learn Basic Materials 

Active Game Center
✸ Beanbags

✸ Soft balls in various sizes

✸ Masking tape and/or yarn

✸ Colored construction paper 

✸ Scissors

Art Center
✸ Newspaper (to protect surfaces)

✸ Child-sized scissors (include left-handed  
scissors, too)

✸ Glue bottles, glue sticks

✸ Washable markers

✸ Crayons and chalk

✸ Tape

✸ Colored construction paper

✸ Stapler and extra staples

✸ Paint smocks (or old shirts)

✸ Butcher paper 

Block Center
✸ Wooden or cardboard blocks in varying sizes, 

shapes and colors

✸ Toy cars and trucks 

✸ Toy people

✸ Toy animals

✸ Toy trees

✸ Toy traffic signs 

✸ Recyclable materials (cardboard sheets, boxes 
and tubes, small containers, spools, etc.)

Science Center
✸ Several magnifying glasses

✸ Variety of nature items (rocks, shells, living 
plants, sticks, etc.)

✸ Large tubs for water or sand play

✸ Fabrics in a variety of textures

✸ Newspaper (to protect surfaces)

✸ Measuring cups

✸ Bowls in a variety of sizes

✸ Several spoons and ladles
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Active Game Center Tips
The Active Game Center can be the perfect place for children to let off steam, work out the wiggles and 
be open to conversation that relates the focus of the day’s lesson to children’s lives. 

Creating a Playing Area
Set up a game area. You may have little space in your classroom for a game area, so consider alterna-
tives: outdoor areas, a gymnasium or a vacant area of the church from which sound will not carry and 
disturb others. 

Once you have chosen the area, plan what you will need: 

➥ Will you need to move furniture? 

➥ Will you need to mark boundaries? Use chalk or rope outdoors; yarn or masking tape works indoors. 
(Remove masking tape from carpets after each session.)

➥ How much space will you need? Review the game procedures to plan what amount and shape of 
space will be needed. 

From time to time, take stock of your classroom area. Is it time to remove that large table or unused 
bookshelf? Should the chairs be rearranged or the rug put in a different place? Small changes in ar-
rangement can result in more usable space!

Basic Materials
Some of the games require no materials at all. Other games require items that can be found in most 
classrooms or homes. The following supplies are used in many of the games: beanbags, several soft 
balls in various sizes, masking tape and/or yarn, colored construction paper and scissors. Having  
these basic game materials on hand will greatly simplify teacher preparation. Occasionally additional 
resources such as game cards or pictures are provided on the CD-ROM.

Leading the Game
Games for young children are really not games in the strictest sense of the word. They do not involve 
a long list of rules and restrictions. Rather, games with young children are easygoing and noncompeti-
tive. There are no winners or losers! A child may follow the rules for awhile, but as excitement builds 
the rules will simply slip away as children begin to enjoy themselves. The fun is in the doing, not in  
the end result of winning or losing.

Explain the game clearly in a step-by-step fashion. Demonstrate the actions, if needed. Then get the 
children involved! Children will learn the game best by actually playing it.

Guiding Conversation
Using guided conversation turns a game activity into 
discovery learning! Use the Talk About conversation sug-
gestions provided in the curriculum. These conversation 
starters will help you relate the child’s activity to the les-
son focus. Keep in mind the lesson focus and Bible verse 
for each lesson. Then in natural conversation, tie chil-
dren’s activities to the lesson’s Bible truths. Briefly tell 
parts of the Bible story to help make the connection. 
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Art Center Tips
The Art Center is a place where young children can become absorbed in a creative activity that helps 
focus their minds as you relate the day’s lesson to their lives. Each art activity is related to the session’s 
lesson focus, God’s Word and Me, and many are related to the Bible story as well. 

Basic Materials 
No one enjoys a long wait for the right crayon! So make sure you have plenty of the following supplies 
on hand: newspaper (to protect surfaces), scissors, glue bottles and sticks, markers, crayons and chalk, 
tape, colored construction paper, stapler and staples, paint smocks (or old shirts) and butcher paper. 
Occasionally additional resources such as patterns are provided on the CD-ROM.

Before Every Activity
Preparation is the key to making an art experience a joyful, creative one. Before children arrive at your 
center, cover the work tables with newspaper and secure it with masking tape if needed. Set out mate-
rials in an orderly fashion, making sure you have enough materials for the number of children who will 
visit the Art Center. 

If table space is limited, set out materials on a nearby 
shelf or supply table. Allow children to get and return 
materials to the appropriate places.

Ask older children to help younger ones with tasks such 
as stapling, cutting, etc., during the Art Center time. 

Guiding Conversation
Use the conversation suggestions in the Talk About sec-
tion to help children relate the art activity to the Bible 
story or the Bible verse. As children create, they are 
relaxed and eager to talk. Guided conversation will take 
the activity beyond art to discovery of Bible truth. 

Especially for young children, the goal of an art activity is not a product that looks pretty. The value lies 
in the process the child goes through as his or her attention is focused. Take advantage of those mo-
ments when a child says, “Look at my picture!” Instead of responding with “That’s nice,” focus on the 
child instead of the object. Relate the child’s work and interest to the lesson focus. Use “I see . . .” state-
ments to affirm the value of the child’s work while helping him or her see how his or her work relates 
to the lesson focus (God’s Word and Me). Jacob, I see you drew a lot of stars on your paper. I’m 
glad that God made the stars. And I’m glad God gave you eyes to see the stars! We can thank 
God for all the great things He has made!

Avoid making value judgments (“That’s nice” or “How pretty!”). First, any child who then does not hear 
such a positive judgment will feel inadequate. Second and more important, focusing on the visual ap-
peal of the artwork doesn’t help the child better understand the lesson. How a child’s work looks is far 
less important than the child’s process of creating that work. Comment on colors, lines, materials and 
techniques the child used. Kailey, I see you glued yarn on your paper. Tell me about your pic-
ture. As you invite children to tell you about their work, many opportunities will arise for you to use 
the conversation suggestions in the Talk About section of the lesson or to make comments that will 
help children understand the lesson focus. Thank you for telling me about your project, Kailey. 
I saw you hand the glue to April, too. That was kind! Thank you for being kind. You showed 
God’s love by being kind to April! 
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Block Center Tips
Blocks are important learning tools for all young children. Block building provides firsthand experi-
ences in practicing biblical concepts such as sharing, helping, taking turns and exercising self-control. 
Many activities are Bible story related and all connect to the lesson focus, God’s Word and Me.

Basic Materials
Blocks, blocks and more blocks! Provide many different sizes, shapes and colors of wooden and card-
board blocks. Blocks for children under three years of age should be lightweight and easy to manipu-
late. Provide enough blocks so several children can build at the same time. Four- and five-year-olds 
need a larger number and variety of blocks. A set of wooden unit blocks is a versatile learning tool  
that stimulates creative building for children this age.

Accessory Toys
The value of block building is enhanced for all children by a variety of accessory toys that encourage dra-
matic play. Sturdy toy cars and trucks should be a part of every block area. Other accessory toys include 
toy people, toy animals and toy trees. Four- and five-year-olds enjoy using traffic signs in their play.

A variety of cardboard sheets, boxes and tubes can stimulate young imaginations as they build with 
blocks. Also consider carpet squares, fabric pieces, wallpaper and other home remodeling materials, 
sheets or blankets, small containers and empty spools.

Building Guidelines
Block building helps a child develop physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. When it comes to 
playing with blocks, the fewer rules there are, the more meaningful block play will be. However, a  
few guidelines will make for safe and efficient use of the blocks. 

➥ Guide children to build several feet away from the 
block shelves so that others may get to the blocks 
without knocking down someone else’s construc-
tion. A strip of masking tape or a chalk line on the 
floor about two feet from the shelves serves as a  
silent reminder.

➥ The floor of the block area should be carpeted with 
a smooth rug to provide a warm, level surface for 
building, while at the same time reducing noise.

➥ Block constructions should rise no higher than the 
child’s chin.

➥ Knocking down a block tower is a lot of fun, but chil-
dren can knock down only their own buildings; they 
must ask permission before knocking down some-
one else’s construction.
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Guiding Conversation
A teacher’s conversation with young builders offers many opportunities to help children know and do 
what God’s Word says. Specific ideas for guiding children in block building are given in the Talk About 
section of each Block Center. The conversation suggestions relate the lesson focus and Bible verse to 
the child’s building activities.

Occasionally, a block building project will be suggested to help children become familiar with Bible-
times life (building a sheepfold or flat-roofed house) or something in the Bible story. This block- 
building activity will enable them to listen with increased understanding to the Bible story.

Building with blocks is a favorite activity for young children. It stimulates young imaginations. As a 
result, a child will sometimes decide to build structures of his or her own choosing instead of com-
pleting the activity suggested in the Leader’s Guide. However a child decides to work, either singly 
or with others, completing the suggested activity or building structures of their own design, build-
ing with blocks is a valuable activity. Be sure to look for ways to tie their activities to the lesson  
focus, God’s Word and Me.
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Science Center Tips
Preschoolers are excited and fascinated when they have a chance to examine God’s world firsthand! 
If you want a variety of opportunities to help children learn about God and themselves, the Science 
Center is a must-do! These activities will involve children in ways that relate directly to the lesson  
focus, the Bible verse and/or the Bible story.

Basic Materials
Science provides many unique experiences for children. But to make these science activities easy to 
prepare, keep these materials on hand: several magnifying glasses, a variety of nature items (rocks, 
shells, living plants, sticks, etc.), tubs suitable for water or sand play, fabrics in a variety of textures, 
newspaper (to protect surfaces), measuring cups, unbreakable bowls in a variety of sizes, large spoons 
and ladles, recyclable paper dinnerware (plates, bowls, cups, napkins, etc.).

Science and the Young Child
For preschoolers, science is all about experiencing the physical world and recognizing the science in 
the things they do everyday: mixing, digging, pouring, inventing, improvising, taking apart and mov-
ing. Through repeated explorations of the world in ways that are meaningful to them, children begin to 
understand how the world works, how to measure it, how to make sense of it and how to connect it to 
their own world.

Learning begins as a sensory experience. Science activities enhance a child’s development of his or her 
five senses: touching, tasting, smelling, hearing and seeing. Using their senses to explore God’s world 
helps children begin to sense the extent of God’s love, His care and His wisdom. 

Guiding Conversation
An essential part of the teacher’s role is to provide 
words for a child, helping him or her identify the ex-
perience and relate God to the event. Once this rela-
tionship is made, the child is able to think about God 
(Jesus, the Bible story, the Bible verse or lesson focus) 
in terms of a firsthand experience. Without such guid-
ance, science activities become just so many interest-
ing experiences. Use the conversation suggestions in 
the Talk About section of each Science Center.
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Listen to Learn 
The second portion of the session is called “Listen to Learn.” This is made up of seven short steps: 
Greet Each Other, Tell the Story, Talk About the Story, Sing to God, Hear and Say God’s Word, Pray to 
God and Praise to God. Each step works together with the others to give children a complete worship 
experience appropriate to their interests and abilities. This may be done in a small-group time or large-
group time. But regardless of the grouping, make sure that all adults involved understand: Listen to 
Learn time is not just an easy way to occupy kids with singing or a way to teach children to worship in 
the same ways adults do. Every adult in the room should be involved in the time, leading by example  
to help every child participate fully. 

Children need informal worship opportunities at their own level of understanding, designed to meet 
their needs and help them respond in love and praise to their heavenly Father. While it may be a time 
to show reverence and respect for God, it does not require sitting still and being quiet! The activities 
offered involve preschoolers in interacting with each other and with teachers to praise, pray to and  
talk about God as part of the hearing of His Word. 

Consider creating a special Listen to Learn space in your classroom. Prayerfully consider the ages and 
abilities of the children in your group, the kinds of experiences appropriate for them and the time and 
space available. Display a picture of Jesus, spread a rug on the floor upon which children sit.

Occasionally add elements of adult worship to the Listen to Learn time as well. If taking an offering or 
singing a particular response are part of your church’s adult worship, do it while giving a simple expla-
nation so children understand why adults do this. 

Greet Each Other Tips
Begin the Greet Each Other activity as soon as a few children have come to the area. Preschoolers will 
soon know to finish their cleanup tasks and come quickly to find out what you’re doing. These interac-
tive experiences will help children enjoy being part of a large group and build relationships with each 
other. For children who may only see each other once a week, it’s wise to encourage their friendships 
and to help them enjoy being together. Let kids know how glad you are to see them and use this seg-
ment to create a welcoming atmosphere. 

Tell the Story Tips
Bible stories and Bible verses in this course correlate with Gospel Light’s Preschool Sunday School 
Curriculum. By focusing on one Bible story and verse at a time, children gain the repetition that best 
helps preschool learners. And to make teaching more involving, encourage any who say they “already 
know” the Bible story to help you tell it. They’ll love helping and you’ll likely never hear about being 
“bored” again!

Most of us can still remember a childhood story told by a good storyteller. What makes a good sto-
ryteller so memorable? A good storyteller draws each listener into the story to imagine it by using 
dramatic facial expressions, gestures and tones of voice. Even if you don’t feel like a great storyteller, 
know that any adult who makes the effort to draw preschoolers into a story will find a forgiving and 
fascinated audience! Here are some tips to help you become a confident, communicative and memo-
rable storyteller. 

➥ In each story, use the suggestions for motions. These increase each child’s involvement during the 
story. Repeat the suggested motions at appropriate moments in the story and don’t forget to add 
your own! Adapt the motions for your particular needs. (For instance, in a large group, you might 
change walking in place to walking fingers.)

➥ Tell the story with a partner. One person speaks while the other leads children in the suggested 
motions. This keeps the story flowing and the children moving!
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➥ During Tell the Story, other teachers and 
helpers sit separately among the children. 
Encourage them to fully participate with chil-
dren, doing the motions, reacting appropri-
ately and having fun! Their listening presence 
encourages children to listen attentively as 
well and they can redirect a child’s attention 
back to the storyteller if needed.

➥ For variety, dress in a Bible-times costume 
and tell the story in first person. 

➥ Occasionally, use a puppet to introduce the 
story. Ask the puppet the introductory ques-
tion at the beginning of the story before ask-
ing children the question! 

➥ Make good use of the pictures available in 
God’s Story for Me Poster Pack #1. These color-
ful pictures help to make you a star story- 
teller! Use these pictures as the focal point  
of your story time. Showing visuals of Bible 
story people and places enhances and clarifies 
children’s understanding. 

➥ Use these pictures to help recapture a child’s wandering attention. Ask simple questions or give 
simple directions any time children need to refocus on the Bible story. Sam, point to someone  
in the picture who is smiling. The man is glad God helped him!

➥ As a quick review, ask simple questions about the pictures. This is a picture of people from to-
day’s Bible story. Natalie, how do you think the people feel? Quinn, what do you think is 
happening? What is going to happen next? 

Talk About the Story Tips
The simple questions and conversation ideas provided help children review the Bible story and apply 
the Bible truth to their lives. You can also review the Bible story, or learn more about the people in the 
Bible story, by reading God’s Story for Me Bible storybook with the children. Stories are told in an easy 
to read and fun way.

Sing to God Tips
Every lesson features a song that reinforces the lesson focus 
or a Scripture song to help children remember the related 
Bible verse. The music is played in a wide variety of upbeat 
styles. Make copies of the reproducible Preschool Music #1 CD 
to help children become familiar with the songs used during 
this course.

Leading songs
Children may participate by singing, clapping their hands or playing rhythm instruments. Help chil-
dren understand that all these activities have one goal: to honor and praise God. Your enthusiastic par-
ticipation is the example they will follow! Your response will be the strongest teaching about worship 
children will receive. 

If learning new songs is difficult for you, listen to each session’s songs on the Preschool Music #1 CD. 
Play the songs and sing along several times (listen as you drive in your car, while you cook, etc.). 
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Depending on the ages and abilities of your children, you may want to choose three or four favorite 
songs from the Preschool Music #1 CD and repeat them often rather than teaching new songs every four 
to five sessions. 

As you play a song, sing along with it and invite children to join in with you. To keep children’s interest 
high, occasionally use live musicians or play an instrument yourself instead of using the CD. At first, 
children may only watch you and not sing along. This is normal! They are still participating at their 
level and often will sing at a later time as you continue to sing during the sessions.

Choosing additional songs
If your church chooses to lead children in additional worship songs, select songs with the same prayer 
and sensitivity with which you’d plan adult worship. Simple worship choruses and hymns chosen from 
among your own church’s favorites will prepare children for the transition to adult-level worship in a 
gradual, age-appropriate manner. In this way, children will become familiar with a body of songs used 
in adult worship. 

Whatever songs you use, be sure to explain any words or concepts that are not familiar to children. Use a 
children’s Bible dictionary if needed. For example, The word “Lord” is another name for God. When 
we sing about the Lord, we are singing about God! If you cannot put the words or concepts of any 
song into terms a young child can truly understand, leave that song for adult worship and choose one 
that will make sense to a child. It is a delight to see a child sing “with understanding”!

Hear and Say God’s Word Tips
A simple verse-related activity encourages children to hear and/or say the Scripture with understand-
ing in a creative way. As children repeat the activity, they learn the verse naturally and easily. 

Pray to God Tips
Prayer is an integral part of worship. Don’t deny children this privilege because they seem too young 
to hold still with folded hands and bowed heads for long periods of time. Instead, involve children in 
praying in ways that show them prayer is something they can do. Keep prayer times short. Use the ac-
tivities suggested to involve every child. Remember that your prayer is a model children will follow. So 
keep your prayers brief, using simple words children will understand. Long words and long prayers tell 
a child that it is not something he or she could or would want to do.

Praise to God Tips
Praise to God provides an opportunity for children to actively express their understanding of the les-
son’s focus. Through simple games, rhymes, finger plays and more, children will be encouraged to con-
nect the lesson’s Bible truth to everyday life. In addition, Praise to God is a natural and easy way to 
close out the Listen and Learn time and move to the Talk to Learn time. Transition activities are an 
important way to help children stay focused and calm as you move from one portion of the session to 
the next. 
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Bible Story Activity  
Pages Center Tips
The Big Book of Bible Story Activity Pages #1 book contains a Bible story review “fun page” that will make 
it easy for children to review and tell the Bible story themselves. During the Talk to Learn time, chil-
dren interact with the page and enjoy coloring, folding, taping or adding other elements to it. Use the 
conversation suggestions on the page to help children think about and talk about the Bible story so 
that its truth has meaning for them. 

➥ Prepare pages in advance, printing a double-sided copy for each child in your class. It’s easiest to pre-
pare at one time all the pages needed for four or five lessons rather than on a weekly basis. Store the 
pages in marked folders for easy use. Have extra copies on hand (especially during holiday times) so 
visitors have a page. 

➥ Keep on hand crayons or markers, scissors and tape for use on the pages.

➥ As you make copies, list any extra materials (string, brads, etc.) which might be needed for a partic-
ular lesson. Collect and organize those supplies (or attach a note to that folder to easily remind you 
of the other items needed) as you prepare the pages so that being ready ahead of time is simple! 

Un bebé en una canasta Éxodo 1:8—2:10

Nace un bebé
La Biblia nos relata la historia de una familia especial. La familia estaba formada por cinco personas.

Estaba el padre, la madre, la hermana mayor, el hermano mayor y el hermanito bebé. El bebé se llamaba

Moisés.

La familia de Moisés lo quería mucho. La madre de Moisés quizá dijo: “Tenemos que cuidar bien a nuestro

bebé”. Y lo cuidaron mucho. 

Todos los días alimentaban al bebé Moisés, lo envolvían en frazadas suaves, y jugaban con él. Dios había

previsto que Moisés tuviera una familia que lo cuidara.

Pero no todos querían cuidar a Moisés. Había un rey malo que quería hacerle daño. La familia de Moisés

debió pensar: ¿qué podemos hacer para proteger a nuestro bebé de este rey malo?  

Dios ayudó a la mamá de Moisés a pensar en un plan para proteger a su bebé.

Esconden al bebé
La mamá de Moisés hizo una canasta especial. Colocó unas frazadas suaves en la canasta, y puso con

cuidado a Moisés en ella. La mamá de Moisés lo llevó al río y dejó la canasta flotando en el agua. La

hermana mayor de Moisés se quedó vigilando la canasta para cuidar al niño.

Encuentran al bebé
La hija del rey vino al río. La hija del rey no era mala. Era buena. Entonces, vio la canasta. 

Cuando la hija del rey abrió la canasta, Moisés estaba llorando. La

princesa tuvo lástima de Moisés. “Este bebé necesita que

alguien cuide de él”, dijo. 

Cuidan del bebé
La hermana mayor de Moisés la oyó, y se presentó

ante la hija del rey. “Yo puedo conseguir una

persona que cuide del bebé”, le dijo. Fue corriendo 

a buscar a la madre de Moisés. 

La madre de Moisés lo cuidó bien. La hija del rey se

aseguró de que el rey malo no hiciera daño al bebé.

La familia de Moisés estaba contenta porque Dios los

había ayudado a proteger al bebé.
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Conclusión
Dios previó que la familia de

Moisés y la princesa pudieran proteger
al bebé. Dios también nos da personas que

nos aman y nos cuidan. Es una manera en
que Dios muestra cuánto nos quiere y nos
cuida. 

¿Quién cuidó a Moisés?

¿A quién puso Dios en tu vida para
cuidarte?

Baby in a Basket Exodus 1:8—2:10

A Baby Is Born
Our Bible tells us about a special family. There were five people in this family. This family had a father, a

mother, a big sister, a big brother and a baby brother. The baby’s name was Moses.

Moses’ family loved him very much. Moses’ mother probably said, “We must take good care of our baby.”

And they did. 

Every day they fed baby Moses. Every day they wrapped baby Moses in soft blankets. Every day they

played with baby Moses. God planned for Moses to have a family to care for him.

But not everyone wanted to care for Moses. A mean king wanted to hurt Moses. Moses’ family must have

thought, How can we keep our baby safe from the mean king?

God helped Moses’ mother plan a way to keep her baby safe.

The Baby Is Hidden
Moses’ mother made a special basket. She put soft blankets in the basket. Then she carefully laid Moses 

in the basket. Moses’ mother carried the basket with Moses to the river. She laid the basket on top of the

water. Moses’ big sister stayed with the basket and watched over Moses.

The Baby Is Found
The king’s daughter came to the river. The king’s daughter wasn’t mean. She was kind. She saw the basket. 

When the king’s daughter opened the basket, she found Moses crying. She felt sorry for Moses. “This baby

needs someone to care for him,” she said. 

The Baby Is Cared For
Moses’ big sister heard this. She went to the king’s daughter. “I

will go get someone to care for the baby,” Moses’ big sister said.

Then she ran to get Moses’ mother. 

Moses’ mother took good care of him. The king’s daughter

made sure the mean king did not hurt the baby. Baby Moses’

family was glad God had helped them keep their baby safe.
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Conclusion
God planned for baby Moses’

family—and the princess—to
keep the baby safe. God gives peo-
ple to love and take care of you,

too. It’s one way God shows
how much He cares for us.

�

�

•Who cared for Moses?

•Who did God give to take care of you?
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Activity 5

“God cares about you.” (See 1 Peter 5:7.) 

• Teacher cuts out basket and Miriam figure and prefolds page.• Child colors page.
• Child folds and tapes page and then places basket in river.• Child moves Miriam figure and basket to show story action (see sketch on backof this page).
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Preschool Puzzle Center Tips
During the Talk to Learn time, puzzles from The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles provide a variety of 
challenges and activities to keep older preschoolers and kindergartners absorbed as they practice skills 
they are already learning. These mazes, picture puzzles, matching and counting activities all reflect dif-
ferent levels of difficulty. Complete instructions, conversation ideas and Bonus Ideas make it easy for 
you to use a page either as a regular feature of every session or as an occasional change of pace.

There are two puzzles for each lesson in Discovering God’s Love. One puzzle reviews the lesson’s Bible 
story. The second puzzle presents a modern-day life application of the Bible verse. Each type of puzzle 
will engage older preschoolers and kindergarteners while providing a springboard for Bible learning. 

Preparation
➥ Print the puzzle(s) you have selected for use. Make one copy of the selected puzzles for each child, 

plus a few extras for visitors or for children who want to start over.

➥ Check the puzzle’s directions and Bonus Idea for any extra materials you will need in addition to 
pencils, crayons or markers. Some puzzles may require scissors or glue sticks.

Guiding Conversation
Talk with children during and after their puzzle work. Your conversation can tie the children’s work to 
the session’s Bible story and verse. The printed copy on each puzzle will help you communicate the im-
portant link between the Bible story and verse and the everyday lives of your children. Soon you’ll find 
that asking the right questions and effectively guiding conversation become second nature!

9
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Draw 2 big        s. Draw a picture of yourself in 1       . 

 Draw a picture of someone who cares for you in the other.

God gave people to love and help baby Moses. 

God gives people to love and help you, too.

Our Bible says, “God cares about you.“ (See 1 Peter 5:7.)

Puzzle 1

BONUS

IDEA!

Help the Princess find baby Moses.

13
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God sent a cloud to show the Israelites where to go. How many circles can you find in this picture?

God was with the Israelites and cared for them.  God will always care for you, too, wherever you go.“God said, ’I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.’ “ (See Genesis 28:15.)

Puzzle 3 

BONUS
IDEA!

Look at the circles you found. Color 2 circles red.
Color 3 circles blue. 
Color 4 circles yellow.
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Read-Aloud Story Center Tips
The Big Book of Read-Aloud Stories #1 provides pages that contain a contemporary story and an activity 
related to Bible truth in a child’s daily life. During Talk to Learn time, these activities are ideal for all 
children in the program, from the youngest to older kindergartners; each child can participate at his 
or her level of development. Plan to read the read the story aloud from your own page while children 
color and complete their own pages. 

The pages may be used at a variety of times—as a separate activity center, for early arrivals, for chil-
dren who finish other activities ahead of time or for children who need a quiet change of pace. You may 
also occasionally substitute the sheets for another activity suggested in your curriculum or offer them 
in addition to the suggested activities.

➥ Prepare pages in advance, printing a double-sided copy for each child in your class. It’s easiest to 
prepare at one time all the pages needed for four or five lessons rather than on a weekly basis.  
Store the pages in marked folders for easy use. Have extra copies on hand (especially during  
holiday times) so visitors have a page. 

➥ Provide crayons or markers for children to use.

➥ Plan ahead for pages that require extra materials (tape, construction paper, etc.).

Guiding Conversation
While children are coloring, read the story aloud. Use the Let’s Talk About the Story ideas on the page 
to encourage conversation with the children. You may also send pages home. Encourage parents to 
read and discuss the story at home. 

Story Picture 1

Read-Aloud Story and Activity
1. Make a copy of Story Picture 1 for yourself and each child. Gather materials; color and complete your copy.2. Listen to find out what this family is  doing. Read story and show completed Story Picture 1.3. Distribute materials. Use Let’s Talk About the Story ideas as children complete pictures.

Mom’s Big Book
Mom was working on her big book. She was cutting paper with her fancy scissors. Katlyn and Blake were helping
Mom. They were cutting paper with their scissors, too. 

Mom’s special book lay open on the table. It was full of pictures! Katlyn asked, “Mom, can we read a story?” 
Mom laughed. “I was just about to tell you a story,” she said. Blake said, “That isn’t a storybook, Mom.” 
Mom said, “Oh, yes it is! It is a book all about your story and Katlyn’s story. Look at this page!” Blake and Katlyn looked. There was a picture of twin babies. They were little and red and wrinkled. “Who is

THAT?” asked Katlyn. 
“Those babies are you and Blake. Once, you were both very little! You looked pretty funny, didn’t you? But you

didn’t stay little.” 
“I sure didn’t!” said Blake. “I’m not a baby. I’m BIG now!” “That’s right,” said Mom. “You grew and grew just as God planned for you to do. And God gave you to Daddy

and me so we could take care of you.”
Mom turned the page. The babies in the next pictures weren’t so little. They weren’t red and wrinkly. These

babies were crawling and playing! 
Mom pointed to another picture. “Before long,” she said, “those babies had learned to walk all by themselves!

And look! There is a picture of two birthday cakes!”
“The cakes each have two candles on them!” said Katlyn. “I rememberthat doll in the picture. I still have that doll!” She ran to get her doll.Blake looked up at his mom. “I’m glad God gave me a family. Ilike you and Daddy and Katlyn.” 

Mom gave Blake a big hug. “I’m glad too. That’s one wayGod shows He cares about us, by giving us each other!” 
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Let’s Talk
About the Story

• What kind of book did Mom read toBlake and Katlyn? Do you have a book athome like that? What special story was in thebook? Who made Blake and Katlyn’s family? 
• Who are the people God made for your family?God gave each of us a family to love and help us.Our Bible says, “God cares about you.” Let’ssay this Bible verse together. Repeat Bibleverse with children. We can thank God forour families. Pray briefly.

© 2011 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. The Big Book of Read-Aloud Stories #1

7

Tape pages here.

1 2

4

3

FO
LD

 2

FO
LD

 1

FO
LD

 2

Cut.

Cut.

Story Picture 1 

“God cares about you.” (See 1 Peter 5:7.)

Cut and fold on lines indicated to make pages. After folding, pages should 

be in order from 1 to 4. Tape them to activity page. Color the picture.
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Lesson 1

God’s Word“God cares about you.” (See 1 Peter 5:7.) 
God’s Word and MeGod shows His care for me  by giving people to love me.

Baby in a Basket
Bible Story
Exodus 1:8—2:10

Teacher Challenge
Pharaoh had ordered all Hebrew baby boys to be 
thrown into the Nile River. Moses’ parents had to 
risk losing their baby or see him die. So they put 
him in the Nile, in a waterproof basket, trusting 
God to do something miraculous. God honored 
their faith! He protected Moses and used him 
mightily. Now think about your own life.

➥ In what ways have you seen God care for you and protect you?  
What purpose or plans might God have for you?

➥ Take time to praise God for His protection and care in your own life.

The children in your class are not yet ready to discuss God’s purpose for their individual lives. But it  
is critical that they learn the amazing and foundational truths that God cares for every aspect of their 
lives and that they can trust God’s loving care, no matter what happens. As you pray for the children 
in your class or small group this week, ask God to help them come to know and accept His great love.

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you 

will provide and the order in 
which children will participate 
in them. For tips on schedule 
planning, see page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each center, 
making sure to have one adult 
for approximately every six 
children. For staffing tips  
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Caring Hats

Collect
Bible, variety of real or dress-up hats (baseball cap, 
cowboy hat, police cap, bike helmet, stocking cap, 
ski hat, sun visor, fireman hat, etc.), masking tape, 
beanbag; optional—Lesson 1 Hat Patterns 1-8 
from Discovering God’s Love CD-ROM.

Prepare
Place hats upside down in rows on the floor. (Optional: Place Hat Patterns from CD-ROM in rows 
on the floor.) Place a masking-tape line a few feet from the hats. (Note: Remove masking tape  
immediately after activity.) 

Do
1. Children stand behind masking-tape line. Children take turns tossing beanbag into or onto hats. 

Use the Talk About section below to discuss the wearer of the hat the beanbag lands in or near. 

2. Repeat until each child has had at least one turn.

Talk About
➥ Elias, the beanbag landed near the baseball cap. 

Who do you know who wears a baseball cap? 
How does your baseball coach care for you?

➥ Delaney, who do you know who wears a visor? 
Your mom wears a visor when she goes jogging. 
What are some ways your mom cares for you?

➥ The Bible says, “God cares about you.” God shows 
His care by giving us people who love us!

➥ Who has God given to care for you? What are 
ways your babysitter cares for you?

➥ Pray briefly, Thank You, God, for caring for us.

For Younger Children
Children simply name the person who would wear the hat in which their beanbag landed. Say, God 
gives us police officers to care for us.

For Older Children
Place a sheet of paper next to each hat. As a child tells how someone who may wear each hat cares for 
him or her, print the child’s response on paper.
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Play to Learn
Art Center:  
Give a Hug

Collect
Bible, 12x18-inch (30.5x45.5-cm) construction 
paper in a variety of colors, scissors, paper plates, 
glue, markers; optional—Lesson 1 Hand Shape 
Patterns from Discovering God’s Love CD-ROM.

Prepare
Cut construction paper into 2x18-inch (5x45.5-cm) strips for arms, two for 
each child. Trace and cut two small hand shapes for each child. (Optional: Make copies of Hand 
Shape Patterns from CD-ROM onto construction paper and cut out.)

Do
1. Children select two paper strip arms and two hands in the color of their choice. Children glue arms 

to back of paper plate, and glue hands to arms.

2. Children use markers to draw facial features and details on paper plate. Children make one fold in 
paper strip arms so puppet can “hug.”

Talk About
➥ The Bible says, “God cares about you.” God cares 

about each one of us! God gives us people who 
love us. Let’s make puppets that show people 
who love us.

➥ Who cooks dinner for you? Who helps you take 
a bath? Get ready for bed? Get dressed? These 
are ways people care for you!

➥ What other things does your dad do to show his 
love for you? The Bible says, “God cares about 
you,” Ethan. God planned for people to take 
care of you. 

➥ Who are some other people who love you? Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for giving me 
people to care for me.

For Younger Children
Draw facial features and glue arms and hands to plates before class. Children color puppets.

For Older Children
Children trace and cut out their own handprints. Children make second Hug Puppets to give as  
thank-you gifts to people who care for them.
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Play to Learn
Block Center:  
River Blocks

Collect
Bible, blue paper or fabric, blocks, toy people. 

Do
1. Place blue paper or fabric in block area to rep-

resent a river. Children outline the river with 
blocks and build houses near river. 

2. Suggest family roles from the Bible story to interested children. Children choose 
who their toy people represent and then move them around houses and river as you talk about 
ways Moses’ family cared for him, keeping him safe in a river. 

Talk About
➥ Let’s pretend our toy people are baby Moses’ 

family. Baby Moses’ family loved and cared  
for him. What do families do to care for their 
babies?

➥ God planned for families to have fun together. 
That’s one way to show love for each other. 
What are some fun things Moses’ big sister  
and brother might have done with him? 

➥ The Bible says, “God cares about you.” God gives 
people to keep you safe. What is a way people 
help each other when they walk down the 
street? When they ride in a car? (Hold hands  
as they walk. Look both ways before crossing the 
street. Wear seat belts.)

For Younger Children
Children build houses and play with people. If a child hesitates to use toy people, play along with the 
child. Your companionship will encourage participation.

For Older Children
Provide a variety of shoe boxes. Children set up the boxes and label them as houses and a palace. 
Children may also use boxes as boats in the river.
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Play to Learn
Science Center:  
Sink or Float?

Collect
Bible, dishpan with water, several towels, foil.

Do
1. Place a towel under the dishpan with water. 

Give each child a piece of foil. 

2. Children form basket shapes with foil and place in water.

Talk About
➥ In our Bible story, a mother made a basket so 

that her baby could float safely on a river. Let’s 
make some baskets that float.

➥ Moses’ mother took care of her baby. What are 
some ways babies are cared for? Who feeds a 
baby? Gives a baby a bath? 

➥ The Bible says, “God cares about you.” God gave 
you your family to love you and help you. Pray 
briefly, Thank You, God, for caring for us. 

➥ God cares for us and gives us people to keep us 
safe. Who are some people who love you? What 
is something they do to take care of you?

For Younger Children
Children take turns placing toys and household items (coin, pebble, pencil, spoon, etc.) in water to see 
whether they sink or float.

For Older Children
Provide several small baskets. Children place baskets in water and observe water going through holes. 
Then children wrap foil around baskets and place in water. Describe how Moses’ mother covered the 
basket with tar to make it waterproof so it would float.
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Listen to Learn
Exodus 1:8—2:10 

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 5 pictures from God’s Story  
for Me Poster Pack #1, Preschool Music #1 CD  
and player, beanbag.

Greet Each Other
Lead children in saying the following rhyme:

Hello, good friends, and how are you?

Say your name, and we’ll clap for you.

Toss a beanbag to a child. Child says his or her name and then the group claps. 
Repeat the rhyme. Child tosses beanbag to another child. Continue game until all have had a turn to 
say their name. 

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Exodus 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show 
Bible Story 5 pictures. 

What is something people do to care for a baby? Listen to hear who God planned to take care 
of baby Moses.

Our Bible tells us about a special family. This family had a dad, a mom, a big sister, a 
big brother and a baby brother. The baby’s name was Moses.

Moses’ family loved him very much. Moses’ family took good care of him. Every day 
they fed baby Moses. They wrapped baby Moses in soft blankets. Every day they 
played with baby Moses. God planned for Moses to have a family to care for him.

But there was a mean king who wanted to hurt Moses. Moses’ family must have 
been scared! God helped Moses’ mom plan a way to keep her baby safe.

Moses’ mom made a special basket. She put soft blankets in the basket. Then she 
carefully laid Moses in the basket. Moses’ mom carried the basket with Moses to  
the river. She placed the basket on top of the water. Moses’ big sister stayed with  
the basket and watched over Moses.

The king’s daughter came to the river. The king’s daughter wasn’t mean. She was 
kind. She saw the basket. When she opened it, she found Moses crying. “This poor 
baby,” she said. The king’s daughter felt sorry for Moses. “This baby needs someone 
to care for him.” Moses’ big sister heard this. She went to the king’s daughter. 

“I will go get someone to care for the baby,” Moses’ big sister said. Then she ran to 
get Moses’ mom. 

Moses’ mom took good care of him. The king’s daughter made sure the mean king 
did not hurt the baby. Moses’ family was glad God helped them keep Moses safe.
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Lesson 1

Talk About the Story
Who took care of baby Moses? (Mother, sister, family, 
princess.) God showed His care for baby Moses by 
giving people to love him! God gives people to care 
for us, too. Who are some of the people God gives 
to love you? What are some of the things they do 
to take care of you? (Cook food to eat. Give clothes 
to wear. Help when sick.)

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about God’s love. Lead children in singing “God Cares About 
You” (track 2 on CD). Who are some people God cares about?

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to 1 Peter 5:7, say verse aloud. The 
Bible says, “God cares about you.” God gives people 
to love and care for us. Lead children in saying the verse. 
First, children sit and say “God cares.” Then children jump 
up, point to another child and say “about you!” Have chil-
dren repeat the verse in this manner several times.

Pray to God
Let’s thank God that He cares for us. To complete the following prayer, volunteers take turns nam-
ing people who care for them: Thank You, God, for the people who love and care for us. Thank 
You for . . .

Praise to God
Let’s march round and round as we sing. Lead children in singing “Sing Praises” (track 16 on CD) 
as they march. Marching with you is fun! I’m glad God cares for us and helps us do fun things 
like marching together. 

Option: When you ask children to 
tell ways people care for them, print 
children’s responses on large sheet 
of paper. Display paper so that it is 
visible to parents when children are 
dismissed.

Option: To make the Bible verse 

activity more of a challenge for 

older children, ask them to repeat 

verse and replace the word “you” 

with another child’s name.
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 5 from The Big Book of Bible Story 
Activity Pages #1 for yourself and each child, scissors, 
crayons or markers, tape.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instruc-
tions. Use the conversation suggestions as children 
complete their pages and retell the story.

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Puzzles 1 and 2 (p. 9 and p. 11 from  
The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles) for each  
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages.  
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 1 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #1 for yourself and each child, crayons  
or markers, scissors, tape.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the  
conversation suggestions as children complete  
their pages.

�

Fold up. 

�

Name ____________________________________
Bible Story 

Activity 5“God cares about you.” (See 1 Peter 5:7.) 

• Teacher cuts out basket and Miriam figure and prefolds page.• Child colors page.
• Child folds and tapes page and then places basket in river.• Child moves Miriam figure and basket to show story action (see sketch on back

of this page).
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Draw 2 big        s. Draw a picture of yourself in 1       . 

 Draw a picture of someone who cares for you in the other.

God gave people to love and help baby Moses. 

God gives people to love and help you, too.

Our Bible says, “God cares about you.“ (See 1 Peter 5:7.)

Puzzle 1

BONUS

IDEA!

Help the Princess find baby Moses.
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Tape pages here.
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Cut.

Cut.

Story Picture 1 

“God cares about you.” (See 1 Peter 5:7.)

Cut and fold on lines indicated to make pages. After folding, pages should 

be in order from 1 to 4. Tape them to activity page. Color the picture.
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