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How to Use This Book
If you are the children’s pastor, 
1. Read “Introduction” on pages 6-7 to get an overview of The Big Book of Bible

Lessons for Crafty Kids.
2. If The Big Book of Bible Lessons for Crafty Kids will be used as a separate children’s

program, you may want to recruit a coordinator several months before the program
begins. Provide the coordinator with this book and plan regular check-ins with him
or her. Be available for practical support and encouragement. 

3. If teachers will use these lessons to supplement an existing curriculum, provide
them with copies of each lesson.

If you are the coordinator,
1. Read “Introduction” on pages 6-7 to get an

overview of The Big Book of Bible Lessons for
Crafty Kids.

2. In conjunction with the children’s pastor,
recruit the appropriate number of small group
leaders needed. (One adult for every small
group of no more than 10 children is recom-
mended.)

3. Use a calendar to plan when each lesson will be taught. (Note: The lessons follow a
typical calendar year, but may be used in any order.)

4. Prepare ahead of time the materials needed for the craft and game activities. For
crafts, in addition to the supplies listed with each activity, include basics such as
rulers for measuring and newspapers or plastic tablecloths to cover work surfaces.
(You may wish to recruit a supply coordinator to collect and distribute materials.)

5. Make a copy of each lesson’s Faith Builders at Home page to distribute to parents 
of children at the conclusion of each lesson. These pages may also be downloaded
from the CD-ROM in this book and e-mailed to parents.

If you are a teacher or small-group leader, 
1. Read “Introduction” on pages 6-7 to get an overview of The Big Book of Bible

Lessons for Crafty Kids.
2. Read the following articles: “Keep the Kids Talking!” and “Leading a Child to

Christ” on pages 8 and10.
3. Prepare and lead lessons to supplement your existing curriculum, or as assigned by

program coordinator.
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Introduction
Children love to be active participants in their own learning process. The more they
can get their hands into the lessons they are taught and creatively express themselves,
the more exciting learning becomes. This
is when the lessons they learn come to life
and biblical values become a part of who
they are.

That is why this book is designed to give
elementary age children the opportunity
to put their fingerprints all over the les-
sons. Children will hear biblical principles, talk about how the principles apply to
their lives, express their creativity through crafty activities and have fun playing
games that reinforce the Bible truth of the lesson.

The lessons in this book are designed to be used once a week with children in small
groups. It is best if each small group consists of no more than 8 to 10 children and a

leader. The lessons can be used in second-
hour programs, mid-week programs, after-
school clubs, home churches, Christian
schools and more. The topical lessons
loosely coordinate with a typical calendar
year, including lessons for several major
holidays. However, you may use the les-
sons in any order you wish. 

A special feature of each lesson is a parent connection page. Each Faith Builders at
Home page includes the lesson Bible verse, the definition of the key word and three
activity ideas that parents can use at home to build their child’s faith in Jesus Christ.
Designed for busy families, the activities offer parents an opportunity to be the spiri-
tual teachers of their children. These pages can be distributed as take-home pages at
the end of each lesson, or downloaded from the CD-ROM and e-mailed to parents. 

Preparation Instructions
For a children’s sermon. Photocopy the first page of each lesson to use as the text
for a children’s sermon during an adult worship time. 

For a small-group lesson at church, at home, or for children whose parents are in
a home study group. Photocopy the first page of each lesson for a small group leader
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or parent to use in leading children in Bible
study and prayer. In addition, if time per-
mits, consider leading children in the craft
activity found on the second page of each
lesson.

For the basis of a complete session at
church. Photocopy the first three pages of
each lesson. Distribute to small group lead-
ers, craft and game leaders. 

Customize Lessons for Your Group

As you plan and prepare to use the materials
in this book, think about how best to adapt
specific activities to your particular group’s
needs. Adapt games as needed to fit both
your facility and the ages and abilities of
your students. Modify crafts for younger
children by simplifying the craft materials, or preparing materials ahead of time. This
advance planning will ensure that all children can participate successfully.

Introduction (continued)
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Keep the Kids Talking!
Children like to speak their minds! The
challenge is to keep the discussion focused
on the lesson, to involve all children and to
prevent distracting chatter. Children’s learn-
ing will be much more effective when they
are involved in the process of learning
through discovery and discussion rather
than through sitting and listening.

Good Preparation
Write good questions before class. Good
discussions occur when the teacher knows
what questions to ask. Study the class mate-
rial thoroughly (even if it’s a familiar Bible
verse or story) and think through the dis-
cussion questions provided in your curricu-
lum. Think of additional questions to ask
as well. Avoid questions with obvious one-

word answers. Discussion grows out of
questions that ask for opinions, ideas, 
reactions, etc., not just repeating factual
answers. (This means you must begin
preparation well before Sunday morning!) 

Minimize distractions. Children are natu-
rally curious and are interested in every-
thing that goes on—whether it’s the lesson
activity at hand or not! Evaluate the distrac-
tions in your classroom by asking the fol-
lowing questions: Is there noise in the class-
room from the choir warming up next
door? Are people walking through the hall-
way? Are there toys or items scattered
around the classroom that the children will
want to play with? Are cell phones ringing?
Do parents arrive long before the class ends
and stand around outside the room? 

Then consider these solutions: If outside
noise is a problem, play a music CD or cas-
sette as background to cover outside noise.

Toy shelves can be turned to face the wall to
help children avoid the temptation of play-
ing with the toys. Arrange chairs so children
are faced away from distractions. Remind
teachers (and children!) before class begins
to turn off cell phones. Keep in mind, how-
ever, that your reaction to distractions is the
biggest factor. If you respond in a matter-of-
fact manner, children will, also. 

Limit the discussion. Children are not able
to remain interested during long times of dis-
cussion. Children’s physical requirements for
movement need to be met. It’s better to end
the discussion time before children grow
restless. Most discussions should be tied to
some physical activity, either as an intro-
duction to the activity, as a break during the
activity or as a summary after the activity. 

Involve everyone. Try to involve all chil-
dren in a discussion. Start by asking several
easy, low-threat questions that all children
are capable of answering. Seek to involve
the potentially disruptive child right at the
start. Children are less likely to be disrup-
tive when they’re occupied. If a child looks
restless, call him or her by name and ask a
question. Also ask questions of children
who have been quiet. Be sure not to ask a
difficult question they may not know. One
reason children may not participate is that
they feel they don’t know the answer and
don’t want to be embarrassed in front of
their peers. 

Handling Interruptions
Get back on track. Despite the best plans, a
discussion may veer off course. First, deter-
mine if the new topic is valid. Perhaps one
child is overly focused on a small detail
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Keep the Kids Talking! (continued)

(such as how Joshua could make the sun
stand still when in reality Earth moves) 
but the rest of the class is not interested.
Acknowledge that the new topic is interest-
ing and can be discussed at another time,
and then return to the original topic. 
Restate the last question and if children 
do not respond, try another question.

If a child deliberately wants to get off the
topic, use humor to return to the topic. If the
children digress because they don’t under-
stand the topic or the question, use a simpler
question or take time to explain the topic.

Discussion off the topic is not always cause
for alarm. Sometimes a child needs to dis-
cuss a topic not on the agenda or finds an
unexplored point in the topic. If the new
topic will help children apply Bible truth to
everyday life and will benefit the entire class,
stay with it. If a child needs to discuss a spe-
cial need, such as a death in the family,
make time at the end of the activity for the
class to offer support and prayer.

Go with the flow. Interruptions will hap-
pen. If the interruption is minor and the chil-
dren are not unduly distracted, then ignore
it and continue. Some interruptions require
the teacher to stop and take care of matters: 
a child needs to leave early, an adult arrives 
to make an announcement or the air condi-
tioner needs to be adjusted. Try to get the
class back on track. If the class has grown
too distracted, move on to another activity.

Be prepared for silence. Sometimes chil-
dren will respond to a question with silence.
This can be good if the children are ponder-
ing a deep question. It can be fatal if this is
due to lack of understanding, embarrass-
ment or boredom.

Give children a few seconds to think about
the question. Ask for a visual signal (thumb
up, fist on chin, etc.) when students think
they may have at least part of the answer.
Rephrase the question in case the first ques-
tion was not understood. If children still 
are unable to answer, you might share the
answer you would give and then move on
to another question. 

Some children may feel uncomfortable
speaking in front of a large class. Divide the
children into small groups of six or fewer in
which to discuss the answers. Provide to
each group large sheets of paper on which to
write their answers. Then a volunteer from
each group shares the replies with the whole
class. Small groups are also good for dis-
cussing sensitive or personal topics, perhaps
occasionally forming all-boy and all-girl
small groups.

Sometimes children do not respond when
the questions are too easy (Who are Jesus’
parents?), too obvious (Does God want us to
help our neighbors?), too personal (What
sins have you committed this week?) or too
difficult (According to legend, what are the
names of the three wise men?). After class,
revise the questions that failed to get a good
response and use the improvements as a
model for writing good questions for the 
next class. 

Sometimes children will give the answer
they think the teacher wants to hear. Write
open-ended questions that are more chal-
lenging: How would you feel if you had been
a shepherd who was off-duty the night the
angels appeared? What do you think the
blind man did after Jesus healed him? How
can you defend your friend from a bully? 
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Leading A Child to Christ
Many adult Christians look back to their
elementary years as the time when they
accepted Christ as Savior. Not only are
children able to understand the difference
between right and wrong and their own
personal need of forgiveness, but they are
also growing in their ability to understand
Jesus’ death and resurrection as the means
by which God provides salvation. In addi-
tion, children at this age are capable of
growing in their faith through prayer,
Bible reading, worship and service.

However, children (particularly those in
early elementary grades) can still be limit-
ed in their understanding and may be
immature in following through on their
intentions and commitments. They need
thoughtful, patient guidance in coming to
know Christ personally and continuing 
to grow in Him.

1. Pray.

Ask God to prepare the children in your
class to receive the good news about Jesus
and prepare you to effectively communi-
cate with them. 

2. Present the Good News. 

Use words and phrases that children
understand. Avoid symbolism that 
will confuse these literal-minded 
thinkers. Discuss these points slow-
ly enough to allow time for thinking 
and comprehending.

a. “God wants you to become His child.
Do you know why God wants you in
His family?” (See 1 John 3:1.)

b. “You and all the people in the world
have done wrong things. The Bible
word for doing wrong is ‘sin.’ What do
you think the Bible says should happen
to us when we sin?” (See Romans 6:23.)

c. “God loves you so much, He sent His
Son to die on the cross for your sin.
Because Jesus never sinned, He is the
only one who can take the punishment
for your sin. On the third day after
Jesus died, God brought Him back 
to life.” (See 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; 
1 John 4:14.)

d. “Are you sorry for your sin? Tell God
that you are. Do you believe Jesus died
to take the punishment for your sin and
that He is alive today? If you tell God
you are sorry for your sin and tell Him
you do believe and accept Jesus’ death
to take away your sin—God forgives all
your sin.” (See 1 John 1:9.)

e. “The Bible says that when you believe in
Jesus, God’s Son, you receive God’s gift
of eternal life. This gift makes you a
child of God. This means God is with
you now and forever.” (See John 1:13.)

As you give children many opportuni-
ties to think about what it means to be a
Christian, expose them to a variety of les-
sons and descriptions of the meaning of
salvation to aid their understanding.

3. Talk personally with the child.

Talking about salvation one-on-one cre-
ates opportunity to ask and answer ques-
tions. Ask questions that move the child
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Leading A Child to Christ (continued)

beyond simple yes or no answers or
recitation of memorized information. 
Ask what-do-you-think? kinds of ques-
tions such as:

“Why do you think it’s important to . . . ?”

“What are some things you really like
about Jesus?”

“Why do you think that Jesus had to die
because of wrong things you and I have
done?”

“What difference do you think it makes
for a person to be forgiven?”

Answers to these open-ended questions
will help you discern how much the child
does or does not understand. 

4. Offer opportunities without pressure.

Children are vulnerable to being manipu-
lated by adults. A good way to guard
against coercing a child’s response is to
simply pause periodically and ask, “Would
you like to hear more about this now or at
another time?” Lovingly accepting the
child, even when he or she is not fully
interested in pursuing the matter, is cru-
cial in building and maintaining relation-
ship that will yield more opportunities to
talk about becoming part of God’s family.

5. Give time to think and pray.

There is great value in encouraging a child
to think and pray about what you have
said before making a response. Also allow
moments for quiet thinking about ques-
tions you ask.

6. Respect the child’s response.

Whether or not a child declares faith in
Jesus Christ, adults need to accept the
child’s action. There is also a need to real-
ize that a child’s initial responses to Jesus
are just the beginning of a lifelong process
of growing in the faith.

7. Guide the child in further growth.

Here are three important parts in the nur-
turing process:

a. Talk regularly about your relationship
with God. As you talk about your rela-
tionship, the child will begin to feel that
it’s OK to talk about such things. Then
you can comfortably ask the child to
share his or her thoughts and feelings,
and encourage the child to ask ques-
tions of you.

b. Prepare the child to deal with doubts.
Emphasize that certainty about salva-
tion is not dependent on our feelings or
doing enough good deeds. Show the
child verses in God’s Word that clearly
declare that salvation comes by grace
through faith (i.e., John 1:12; Ephesians
2:8-9; Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 5:11).

c. Teach the child to confess all sin.
“Confess” means “to admit” or “to
agree.” Confessing sins means agreeing
with God that we really have sinned.
Assure the child that confession always
results in forgiveness (see 1 John 1:9).
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Opening Up
When have you dressed up in a cos-
tume? What did you dress up as? 

Did dressing up change who you were?
Why or why not? Invite children to
respond. 

Checking Out God’s Word
Frogs go through major changes in
their lives that are permanent. 

� How do frogs look when they are
babies compared to when they 
grow up? 

Today we are going to talk about how
we can make permanent changes in
our lives too. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17
aloud. 

� What does the verse say makes a
person a new creation?

� What do you think it means to be 
in Christ? 

We don’t exactly change our appear-
ances like frogs do. When frogs
become new creations, their bodies
change from tiny tadpoles to full

grown frogs. When we become new
creations like the Bible says, God helps
us to change our way of thinking and
the way we behave. He helps us show
our love for Him and others.

The next part of the verse says “the old
has gone.” These words remind us that
even though everyone does things that
are wrong, we can ask for God’s for-
giveness when we do wrong things.
When God forgives our sins, we can
ask His help to live in the new ways
God wants us to live. 

� What kinds of things would you like
to change to show your love for God
and others? 

Talking to God
We can ask God to change the way we
think and act. That is how we become
new creations. We don’t have to think
about the old things we’ve done any-
more. We can stay focused on the new
ways that God wants us to live and act.
Let’s pray and ask God to help us be-
come new creations for Him. Pick the
person who is wearing the most green to
pray today. Lead children in prayer.

Starting Out Right
Lesson 1

A New Creation
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

Key Word
Change: To become different.

BB for Crafty Kids pp1-112  3/18/07  1:32 PM  Page 13



14 © 2007 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. The Big Book of Bible Lessons for Crafty Kids

Lesson 1

What Each Child Does
1. With an adult’s help, begin by cutting a mouth in the styrofoam ball with the butter

knife. Then paint the ball green, and the inside of the mouth red. Set it aside to dry.

2. Using the green craft foam, cut out back legs and front legs for the frog. Out of the
white craft foam, cut out a flag in the desired shape. 

3. Using a permanent marker, write “I’m a new creation!” on the flag. Poke the skewer
through the flag twice and slide it into place with the point facing down.

4. By now the body should be dry. Glue on two wiggly eyes, and glue on the front legs
and back legs. Use a thumb tack to hold the legs in place until they dry.

5. For the final assembly, poke the blunt end of the skewer into the stomach of the
frog. Take home the frog and stick it in your favorite houseplant.

Getting Crafty 
Froggy Plant Stick

What Each Child Needs
21/2-inch (6.5-cm) styrofoam ball
butter knife
paintbrush
green acrylic paint
red acrylic paint
scissors
6-inch (15-cm) square of green craft foam
4-inch (10-cm) square white or colored 

craft foam
permanent marker
wooden skewer
1/4-inch (.6-cm) wiggly eyes
craft glue
thumb tacks
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Lesson 1

Getting Active

What You Need 
blindfold

What You Do 
1. Play a game like Marco Polo. Ask a child to stand to one side of the playing area. 

2. Blindfold the child. 

3. Children quietly position themselves in random places around the playing area.
Blindfolded child begins to call “I am. . . .” Rest of students answer “a new creation.”
Blindfolded child moves toward children by listening to their voices. As he or she
continues calling “I am . . . ,” children around the room respond each time.
Depending on the size of your playing area, the children who respond to the blind-
folded child may stay frozen in one spot or may move around as they respond. 

4. When the blindfolded child finds or tags another child, that child (or a child who
hasn’t had a turn yet) is blindfolded for the next round. Continue game as time 
permits. 

Getting Active
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Parents: Use these ideas to help build your child’s faith, encouraging your child to
become a lifelong follower of Jesus Christ.

Faith Builders at Home

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

Key Word
Change: To become different.

Steppin’ Out
If you’ve never tried it before, consider looking for tadpoles in
a nearby stream or lake. If you find a tadpole, keep it in clean
water with some lettuce leaves and watch as it transforms into
a frog. Don’t forget to return it to its natural habitat when it
can hop! (Hint: If tadpoles are scarce in your area, try the pet
shop or the Internet.)

Fun at Home
Give everyone three
minutes to collect
recyclables (alu-
minum cans, bot-
tles, shoe boxes,
etc.). Set out tape,
string, scissors and

foil. Have your family members work together to
create something new (an invention, a statue, a
game, etc.) using the collected items. Talk about
the new ways God wants us to live and act.

Quick Pick
Print the words of 2 Corinthians
5:17 on a sheet of paper. Give each
family member a different color
crayon or marker. Each person
chooses a word in the verse he or
she thinks is most important, cir-
cles it and tells why he or she chose
the word.
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