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SESSION

ATTENTION
GETTER1
Fourth Grade 

The God of History

Welcome to Biblical Choices®  

Fourth Grade Bible Curriculum:  

The God of History! 

We at Standard Publishing  

hope you will find this curriculum  

to be teacher-friendly and easy to use.  

It is our hope that over the next 32 weeks 

your Fourth Grade students  

will come to know and love  

the great God who helps us  

make good choices.

OvERAll STRucTuRE
Fourth Grade is broken down into 
four quarters, each with its own 
theme: First–“God’s Leaders Act in 
History”; Second–“God’s Purposes 
in History”; Third–“Paul’s Mission 
to Spread the Good News (Part 1)”; 
Fourth–“Paul’s Mission to Spread the 
Good News (Part 2).” Each quarter is 
broken into seven lessons and then a 
quarter project.

lESSONS
Each lesson is broken into four ses-
sions: Session 1–“Attention Getter”; 
Session 2–“Bible Information”; Session 
3–“Student Action”; Session 4–“Bold 
Choices.” The sessions are designed 
to be presented sequentially; however, 
since most schools allot one day each 
week for chapel, the sessions are flex-
ible enough to accommodate this day. 
Each teacher should present the ses-
sions according to his/her school’s set 
chapel day.

QuARTER PROjEcTS
The last week of each quarter is devot-
ed to a quarter project. These projects 
are designed to serve two purposes:  
for evaluation of students’ retention  
of each quarter’s lessons (through dif-
ferent review games, memory verse 
challenges, etc.), and for presentation 
of material learned (through “open 
houses,” class performances, etc.).  
The four quarter projects featured in 
Third Grade are: First–“Character 
Quests”; Second–“Memorial Service”; 
Third–“Missionopoly Game”; Fourth–
a “Year-End Bible Fair.” The quarter 
projects are flexible enough to work 
with any schedule and/or class size. Be 
sure to tailor these projects to best fit 
the needs of your students.

MuSIc
Fourth-graders need to express them-
selves through song, so each lesson 
usually incorporates singing, often 
more than once! On page 30 you will 
find a suggested music list consisting 
of praise choruses, gospel songs, and 
hymns. All song sheets, piano scores, 
and copyright information can be 
found on the CD-ROM, and, except 
where noted, one copy may be printed 
off and made into a transparency. The 
tracks available on the CD-ROM can 
be played either on a compact disc 
player or by a computer.

PARENT lETTERS
Each lesson includes a letter to the 
parents that should be sent home 
with each student after Session 1. 
These letters are a handy means of 
communication between you and 
your students’ parents regarding 
themes and memory verses studied 
during Bible, as well as ideas for 
reinforcing and supplementing Bible 
learning at home. Also, these let-
ters inform parents of your need for 
volunteers for special projects and/or 
events, classroom needs, costumes, 
props, and craft items students need 
sent with them from home. All parent 
letters are available on the CD-ROM 
and can easily be edited. You have 
the choice each quarter between two 
appropriate letterheads (one in black 
and white and one in color) into 
which you can import the text of each 
letter. Also, each parent letter is avail-
able in Spanish for your students who 
speak Spanish at home. More infor-
mation about producing the parent 
letters is available on the CD-ROM.
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OPTIONS, OPTIONS, 
OPTIONS
For those teachers who need extra 
activities or are looking for some  
variety, we’ve included several 
optional activities, sometimes three 
or four per lesson! These are designed 
to take learning one step further, usu-
ally through a hands-on experience, a 
trip outside, or a presentation from a 
guest speaker. Remember, no one has 
time in life to do everything, especially 
busy teachers! So, try incorporating 
just one per lesson or two or three per 
quarter. See how your students like 
them and either schedule them again 
for next year or try new ones. You may 
even develop some optional activities 
on your own—great! Be sure to write 
them down (and share them with 
other teachers).

TEAcHER HElPS
Before the first lesson of each quar-
ter you will find a “Bird’s-Eye View” 
highlighting the goal of that quarter as 
well as providing an overview of each 
lesson and what students will learn. 
Also, you will find an “Unusual Items 
Checklist” highlighting some items 
you will need to furnish (and those 
you can encourage parents to furnish) 
for each lesson. Some lessons don’t 
require any unusual items, and some 
require several, so be sure to refer to 
these pages often during your lesson 
planning. Before each lesson, you will 
find a “Prep page” that details materi-
als and activity pages that need to be 
gathered before each session, as well  
as crafts you may need to provide 
samples for, and other reminders. 
Furthermore, depending on how you 
choose to structure your Teacher book, 
each lesson is designed so that you can 
remove from the binder only those 
pages you will need to refer to for 

each lesson. Be sure to assemble your 
Teacher book to best fit your needs.

OTHER GOODIES
We all like those, don’t we? In addi-
tion to all of the above, you’ll find  
special “Notes” areas in the Teacher 
book where you can record student 
reactions to specific activities, high-
light what worked and what didn’t 
from each lesson, etc. We hope these 
pages will inspire you and prepare 
you for entering the exciting realm of 
teaching the truths about God, His 
world, and His Word to thinking, 
feeling, questioning, loving, creating, 
fourth-graders!

God’s blessings to you as you lay the 
foundation for a lifetime of Bible learn-
ing for your students session by session, 
lesson by lesson, quarter by quarter, year 
by year.
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lESSON 1:  Review of Third 
Grade: judges 
Through David

This lesson will focus on reviewing the 
Old Testament stories of the Judges 
through the life of David.  The focus 
of this review will be God’s gracious 
provision for His people.  This provi-
sion will be examined in light of the 
kinds of choices—good and bad—
made by the Bible heroes.

lESSON 2:  God Gives Solomon 
wisdom

This lesson will focus on following 
Solomon’s example and asking God 
for wisdom.  He will give us the guid-
ance we need to solve our problems 
and to help others.

lESSON 3:  Solomon’s 
Disobedience 
Divides Israel

This lesson will focus on the key issues 
surrounding the demise of Solomon’s 
reign as king of Israel.  Although King 
Solomon was blessed with wisdom 
beyond measure, he made several 
wrong choices that ultimately led to 
the destruction of his splendid king-
dom.  Solomon’s choice to become 
selfish, greedy, and to worship idols 
destroyed his relationships with God, 
his family, and his kingdom.

lESSON 4:  Elijah Stands for 
God

This lesson will focus on the fact that 
God is powerful and holy and calls 
for His people to take a stand for 
Him in obedience to His commands.  
The children will see that obeying 
God won’t always meet with universal 
approval.  Holding fast to God may 
be an unpopular choice, but God will 
honor it.

lESSON 5:  Elisha Speaks for 
God

This lesson will focus on Elisha, the 
prophet trained and raised up by 
Elijah to carry on his work.  Elisha 
wholeheartedly chose to follow Elijah 
and to speak for the Lord.  The chil-
dren will see that it is a privilege to 
carry on the work of telling others 
about God and that they can make 
that same choice today.

lESSON 6:  jonah’s choice 
leads to Big Trouble

This lesson will focus on the fact that 
God’s message (and His compassion) 
is for all people; we are not to judge 
who is worthy of His salvation.  This 
was the lesson that Jonah begrudg-
ingly acknowledged after his preach-
ing brought the people of Nineveh to 
repentance, and God stayed His judg-
ment on them.

lESSON 7:  Hosea and Amos 
warn Israel

This lesson will focus on the fact that 
righteous people keep their covenant 
with God by carrying out the Great 
Commandment:  They love the Lord 
will all their heart, soul, and mind (the 
message of Hosea) and their neighbors 
as themselves (the message of Amos).  
God used two methods for com-
municating with His people through 
the prophets Hosea and Amos:  He 
appealed to their emotions and to 
their intellect.

lESSON 8:  Quarter Project
The children will review the quarter’s 
work by participating in “Character 
Quests” highlighting the major choices 
and events in the lives of Solomon, 
Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Hosea, and Amos.

Fourth Grade 
First Quarter

Quarter Goal:  The first three  

of the quarter’s lessons focus on the 

life of King Solomon and how  

his choices (good and bad)  

affected his kingdom during his  

lifetime and after his death.   

The remaining lessons examine  

the prophets Elijah, Jonah, Amos, 

and Hosea and how their lives and 

messages are relevant to us today.
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TEACHER SUPPLIED

LESSon 1
q   Costumes and props for the  

lesson characters
q   Toy or real microphone
q   Flashlights and other lights for 

visual effects 

LESSon 2
q   Envelopes
q   Props:  Baby doll wrapped in a 

blanket, foil crown, and large 
knife

q   Extra boxes, macaroni, craft sticks
q   Optional: Simple Bible time  

costumes

LESSon 3
q   Bell or kitchen timer
q   Three idols:  Skateboard, soda 

can, tennis shoe
q   Grocery sack
q   Old magazines

LESSon 4
q   15-20 dominoes
q   Plastic bag with two bananas in it
q   Props for the dramatization:  

Altars, buckets, stones, a mantle 
and war paint

q   Nut cracker, walnut, marble
q   Cloak (“mantle”) and stool

LESSon 5
q   Cloak (“mantle”)
q   Extra stationery
q   Optional: Pictures of modern 

means of communication

LESSon 6
q   Extra plastic two liter bottles
q   Tissue
q   Optional: Props for Jonah role-

play:  Sound effects, whale 
sounds, tuna, fan, squirt bottle

LESSon 7
q   Police officer guest speaker, or 

(optional) newspaper clippings 
about crime and punishment

q   Overhead projector and markers
q   Optional: Magazines containing 

warnings

LESSon 8
q   Six standard-size manila file  

folders
q   Timer or watch and whistle

PAREnT SUPPLIED

LESSon 1
q   Optional: Volunteers to role-play 

the characters

LESSon 2
q   Shoe box (plus several smaller 

boxes, if possible)

LESSon 5
q   Postage stamp, envelope,  

stationery

LESSon 6
q   Plastic two liter bottle
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THE GOD OF
HisTOry
GOD’s lEaDErs acT  
in HisTOry

Review of  Third Grade: 
Judges Through David 
As the children review the Old Testament stories 

of the Judges through the life of David,  

they will be reminded of God’s gracious  

provision for His people.

1

L e s s o n  1

fiRsT QuaRTeR
fouRTh GRaDe
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aTTEnTiOn  
GETTEr
■	 Enlist student or adult volunteers 

to role-play the characters of 
Deborah, Gideon, and Samson in 
Session 1. You’ll need a “Ruth,” 
“Samuel,” and “King David” for 
Session 2. For effect, you might 
consider having a “muscular” 
individual portray Samson, and 
an “older” man to portray King 
David. 

■	 Provide each character with a 
copy of his narration. Encourage 
him to follow the narration as 
closely as possible. 

■	 Create simple costumes and props 
for each character. Suggestions 
include: a raincoat, (for Harriet 
Historian, your character), bath-
robes with sashes, headbands, 
shawls, sandals, etc. Suggestions 
for props include: a brief case, toy 
sword or scepter, a shield, a very 
large book (for a wise judge), a 
basket of dried flowers or wheat 
(for Ruth), an aluminum foil 
crown (for King David).

■	 Make a microphone out of a paper 
towel tube with an aluminum foil 
top, or borrow a real one.

■	 Plan special effects to accompany 
the activity. The CD-ROM con-
tains sound effects to simulate 
a time-travel machine. You may 
want to include some simple  
visual effects, such as flashing 
the classroom lights or darkening 
the room and using flashlights as 
spotlights on the speakers.

■	 Select three students to “man” the 
effects, and provide time for them 
to practice before the lesson. 

■	 Optional: In place of role-play  
volunteers, have students read the 
characters’ lines. 

■	 Provide the Parent letter. 

BiBlE  
inFOrmaTiOn
■	 Use yesterday’s microphone.
■	 Enlist different student volunteers 

to produce the special effects.
■	 Provide the Hands of God work-

sheet (Student Book, page 3).

sTuDEnT  
acTiOn
■	 Print the six Complete the Story 

worksheets from the CD-ROM 
(samson.pdf, ruth.pdf, gideon.pdf, 
samuel.pdf, deborah.pdf, david.pdf ). 
You will be dividing your class into 
six groups, and each student in 
each group will be completing the 
same worksheet. 

■	 Provide crayons.
■	 Optional: Provide instrumental 

praise music to play while the  
children are working.

BOlD  
cHOicEs
■	 Provide The Daily Trumpet 

(Student Book, page 7).
■	 Provide crayons.

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

L e s s o n  P R e Pa R aT i o n

lEssOn FOcus

This lesson will focus on the 
children reviewing the Old 
Testament stories of the Judges 
through the life of David.  
The focus of this review will 
be God’s gracious provision 
for His people. This provision 
will be examined in light of 
the kinds of choices—good 
and bad—made by the Bible 
“heroes” discussed within the 
Bible stories.

cHOicE TO BE maDE

I will trust God for His gra-
cious provision for all that I 
need.

GOD’s  

lEaDErs 

acT in  

HisTOry

1

L e s s o n  1
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scripTurE TExT
Review of lessons from Judges 
through 2 Samuel

mEmOry VErsE
psalm 28:7 

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusts in him, and I am 
helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will 
give thanks to him in song.”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
•	 Watch	role-plays	of	guest	Bible	

characters

•	 Answer	questions	about	the	role-plays	

•	 Sing	a	song	about	God’s	power	and	

provision.

maTErials anD prEp
❏	 Bible

❏	 Make	sure	your	Deborah,	Gideon,	

and	Samson	characters	know	their	

entrance	cues	and	are	equipped	with	

their	costumes	and	props.	

❏	 A	microphone	(real	or	one	you	have	

made)

❏	 Your	“Harriet	(Harry)	Historian”	

costume	and	props

❏	 Special	effects	devices	and	a	special	

effects	crew	who	know	their	cues

❏	 Parent letters	to	go	home

Quick OVErViEw
1.	 Open	the	lesson	by	having	the	

students	hold	the	expanse	of	pages	

in	their	Bibles	between	the	books	of	

Judges	and	2	Samuel	to	visualize	how	

much	biblical	history	“transpired”	in	

third	grade.

2.	 Present	the	review	material	in	the	

style	of	a	“time	travel	voyage”	as	

you	assume	the	role	of	Harriet	or	

Harry	Historian	(the	reporter)	and	

fouRTh GRaDe ■ FirsT QuarTEr: GOD’s lEaDErs acT in HisTOry ■ Lesson 1 PaGe 11 
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volunteers	assume	the	characters	of	

Deborah,	Gideon,	and	Samson.

3.	 Ask	the	students	questions	about	the	

role-plays.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn

Hide your Bible characters in earshot 

of their cues.  Have your reporter gear, 

microphone, and simple character 

outfit ready to put on.

Welcome to the fabulous Bible 
adventures that await you in the 
fourth grade. This year we will dis-
cover once again that God has con-
tinuously loved, directed, taught, and 
disciplined His people throughout 
history. 

Before we move on with our new 
discoveries, let’s talk about the Old 
Testament stories we studied last 
year in third grade. Take your Bibles 
out and open them to the book of 
Judges. Use your Bible’s Table of 
Contents to find the book of Judges, 
if necessary. Now hold that spot with 
one finger, and find the beginning 
of 1 Kings. Hold that spot with your 
other finger. 

Now, close your fingers on these 
two sections and squeeze together the 
pages that tell the stories of Deborah, 
Gideon, Samuel, Ruth, Samson, and 
King David. You are holding in your 
hand approximately 400 years of 
Bible history that took place from the 
time Deborah lived to the time King 
David ruled Israel. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we 
could actually travel back in time and 
talk to some of these judges . . . you 
know, just “drop in” on Deborah, for 
instance, right before she and Barak 
went to battle against Sisera and his 

army? Let’s use our imaginations to 
travel back in history. I’ll introduce 
you to someone who can take us 
there, in fact. Her name is Harriet 
Historian. 

Assume your character.

Harriet Historian: Hi! I’m Harriet 
Historian . . . your time-travel report-
er for The Daily Trumpet here to take 
you back in time to the Bible days of 
old. 

Today’s interviews will take us live 
to the ancient land of Canaan during 
the period in Old Testament history 
when God provided for His people 
in a very special way: He sent judges 
to rule them so they would live in 
safety according to His laws. We’ll be 
interviewing some of these judges in 
an attempt to hear some very excit-
ing Bible stories first hand. You know 
already, of course, that God’s Word, 
the Bible, is totally true, and that the 
people we read about in the different 
books of the Bible are people who 
really lived . . . not just characters in 
a make-believe story.

Now, we will embark on our voy-
age after a brief announcement about 
a very important word. You just 
heard me say that God provided for 
His people during the Old Testament 
times. The word “provided” is an 
interesting word because it means 
many things. It can mean “to care 
for,” “to give,” “to contribute,”  
“to supply,” “to minister,” and “to 
guide.” When we speak of God’s pro-
vision, or that He “provided for His 
people,” we are talking about those 
things that God did, or gave, on 
behalf of those who believed in Him. 
From the beginning of creation, God 
has cared for, given to, contributed 
to, supplied, ministered to, and 
guided His people; and He continues 

session

aTTEnTiOn
GETTEr1
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to show that same loving care to us 
today. Well, I think it’s time for us to 
be taking off. Seat belts fastened? 

Give the cue for the special effects 
to begin. Use the “time back,” sound 
from the CD-ROM.

THE lEssOn

Harriet continues.

I’m glad to see we all successfully 
made it through the time barrier 
and have arrived intact somewhere 
in the ancient land of Canaan. As 
I mentioned earlier, I dialed in the 
period of Israel’s judges on my time-
travel computer, so we know we’re 
in the right time of history. One of 
the most interesting things about the 
different judges is the kind of people 
they were. You might think that God 
chose only heroes, or really rich and 
famous, or strong and powerful peo-
ple to be judges. But that’s not the 
case. The judges weren’t always heroes 
from the start; you’ll learn that when 
you meet Gideon. But they were wise 
people, willing to listen to God. 

Speaking of judges, here comes 
Deborah, the only woman judge in 
the Bible. Deborah, would you care 
to share a few thoughts with our time 
travelers? 

Cue Deborah to enter and begin her 

dialogue. 

Deborah: I would love to share, 
Harriet! I’m so glad to see you all. 
You see it doesn’t matter whether 
you are a boy or a girl, God can use 
anyone who is willing to obey Him. 
God chose me, of all people, to 
lead the people of Israel into battle 

against the mighty army of Sisera. I 
know that I don’t look like I’d know 
much about military strategy, but 
as Israel’s judge, and as a prophet-
ess before that, I learned to listen for 
God’s voice and trust that He would 
make His instructions clear to me. I 
was confident that He would tell my 
general, Barak, and me the perfect 
battle plan to defeat our enemies. 
And sure enough, we were victorious! 
Remember, boys and girls, when God 
calls you to do a task for Him, believe 
that He will also provide you with a 
set of directions for accomplishing 
that task. All you have to do is obey. 

Deborah leaves.

Harriet: Thank you, so much, 
Deborah! I know the people of Israel 
were very blessed to have you as their 
judge. Oh look, is that Gideon I see 
walking our way? I can’t wait to hear 
Gideon’s story, especially the part 
about him needing many proofs of 
God’s faithfulness. 

Bring on the Gideon volunteer.

Gideon: Harriet, I’m happy to 
tell how I was able to serve our great 
God. Once again, God’s people had 
chosen to live by their own rules 
instead of the rules that God had 
given them. And, once again, they 
were in trouble. We were attacked by 
the Midianites, but God was faith-
ful and listened to our cries for help. 
That’s how I come into the story. I 
was not a very important person, and 
I did not come from a very important 
family, but God decided He could 
use me to lead His people anyway. At 
first, I didn’t believe that God would 
choose me! In fact, I was shocked 

when He called me a “mighty war-
rior,” because deep down, I wasn’t 
very brave. 

I have to confess that I asked God 
several times to prove that He was 
really with me. Then I had to make a 
difficult choice when I obeyed God’s 
command to tear down the idols in 
my village; I was sure someone would 
kill me! But God protected me. 

Later, when my people’s enemies 
gathered to attack us, God told me 
how to select the best soldiers. When 
the time came to fight, and there 
were thousands of enemy warriors 
against my small army, I chose to 
believe that God was with us, and we 
won in battle against the strongest 
army ever. 

Gideon exits. 

Harriet: Now, how’s that for a 
testimony of how a person can be 
changed when he or she chooses to 
have faith in God! I can promise you 
we will learn many lessons about 
right and wrong choices after we 
talk with our next guest. Here comes 
Samson now. 

Enter Samson.
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Samson: That’s right, Harriet. 
From the time I was a small child, I 
wanted to serve God and please Him. 
As I grew up, God gave me incredible 
strength that no other man had. As a 
judge, I ruled over Israel for 20 years, 
and helped free them from their 
enemies. 

I wish I could tell you that my 
life turned out with a happy ending 
and that I would always be known 
throughout history for my wise 
choices. This is not true. Later in my 
life, I became proud and began to 
think that I was much better than 
anyone else. 

Little by little I stopped caring 
about pleasing God and following 
His commands. Eventually, I stopped 
obeying God all together. I thought 
my gift of strength would stay with 
me no matter how I lived my life. 
But I was mistaken. 

After making many wrong choic-
es, especially the choice to trust a 
Philistine woman, I ended up losing 
my strength, and was taken as a slave 
by the Philistines, who destroyed my 
eyesight. I knew that these tragedies 
came upon me because of my disobe-
dience to God. 

In the end, I told God that I 
would be willing to give up my own 
life if He would give me one more 
chance to help save the people of 
Israel from their enemies; and this 
is exactly what happened. God gave 
me back my awesome strength. One 
day while the Philistines were laugh-
ing at me as I was tied up to the pil-
lars in their temple, I pushed with 
all my might and the pillars came 
crashing down, killing me and all 
the Philistines with me. Don’t ever 
forget that God is the One who pro-
vides you with all your strength and 

wisdom. Try to please Him and obey 
Him in all you do, and your life will 
be blessed! And now, I must go! 

Exit Samson.

Harriet: I’m glad Samson was able 
to share with us. Unlike Deborah and 
Gideon, who were just ordinary  
people before God gave them the 
power to become great leaders, 
Samson was born a great warrior with 
God’s blessing upon him even as a 
child. This did not protect him from 
the consequence of bad choices. We 
can all learn much from his mistakes. 
Oh goodness, time has certainly 
flown! We must return to our own 
time before someone misses us. Time-
travelers, prepare for transport.

Use the “time future” sound effect.

Phew! It’s great to be home again. 
What an exciting trip! But now, I 
must be going. I am scheduled to 
take a group of first graders to see 
Noah. I certainly hope it’s not raining 
when we get there. Well, see you all 
tomorrow! 

Resume your role as teacher.

What an incredible experience! 
Tomorrow we will continue our 
review when we take our next time 
voyage. What important choices 
did Deborah make that helped lead 
the people of Israel in battle? (She 
believed God would guide her, and 
she obeyed His directions.)

What important choices did 
Gideon make that helped him 
become a “mighty warrior?” (He 
obeyed God’s command to tear down 
the idols, and He trusted God for the 

victory against the large army.)
What terrible choices did Samson 

make that cost him his strength 
and eventually his life? (He became 
proud, stopped obeying God, 
thought he would never lose his 
strength no matter how he lived his 
life, and trusted a Philistine woman.)

Yes, even though Samson brought 
tragedy into his life by disobey-
ing God, in the end, God heard 
his prayer and returned Samson’s 
strength one last time so that he 
could destroy the enemy.

Tomorrow, Harriet Historian will 
return, and we will again travel back 
in time to finish our Old Testament 
review. 

Close with prayer, thanking God for his 

provision in our lives.  Sing a familiar 

song or teach a new one appropriate 

for the lesson.  Check the CD-ROM 

for any of the following:  “Nothing Is 

Impossible,”  “Lookin’ Up,”  “My God Is 

Bigger.”

Send Parent letter home.

End Lesson

© 2003 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

85644 BC 4T 4-1-1-rk.indd   13 4/22/08   1:28:12 PM



 PaGe 14 BiBlical cHOicEs FOr a nEw GEnEraTiOn

scripTurE TExT
Review of Ruth through 2 Samuel

mEmOry VErsE
psalm 28:7

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusts in him, and I am 
helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will 
give thanks to him in song.”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
•	 Watch	role-plays	of	“guest”	Bible	

characters

•	 Answer	questions	about	the	role	plays	

•	 Write	the	memory	verse	

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHniQuE

Hands of God worksheet (Student 
Book, page 3)

maTErials anD prEp
❏	 Bible

❏	 Make	sure	your	Ruth,	Samuel,	and	

David	characters	know	their	entrance	

cues	and	are	equipped	with	their	

costumes	and	props

❏	 A	microphone	(real	or	one	you	have	

made)

❏	 Your	“Harriet	(Harry)	Historian”	

costume	and	props

❏	 Special	effects	devices	and	a	new	

special	effects	crew

❏	 Hands of God	worksheet		(Student	

Book,	page	3)

Quick OVErViEw
1.	 Continue	your	time-travel	review	with	

characters	role-playing	Ruth,	Samuel,	

and	King	David.	

2.	 Distribute	the	Hands of God worksheet	

for	the	memory	verse	activity.	

3.	 Practice	reciting	the	memory	verse.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
After your special effects crew is 

situated and Bible characters are hid-
den, conduct your review session in 
the same manner as yesterday.

Yesterday, our travel back to Bible 
times was quite an adventure! I 
can hardly wait to see what Harriet 
Historian has in store for us today. 
Bringing the stories of Deborah, 
Gideon, and Samson to life really 
helped to remind us how God pro-
vided for the people of Israel when 
they got into trouble. 

THE lEssOn

Don your “Harriet” costume.

Harriet: Hello, fourth graders! I’m 
glad to be back. For a while there I 
didn’t know if I would make it. Being 
stuck on an ark with a bunch of first 
graders and hundreds of animals was 
an experience I’ll never forget! Noah 
was certainly a very patient and faith-
ful man! But that was yesterday. 

Now it’s time for our trip. Fasten 
your seat belts, everyone. Don’t forget 
to keep your arms and legs inside the 
time machine. Today’s destination is 
somewhere back in Bible time dur-
ing the days of . . . well, let’s just wait 
and see. Contact. Switches on! Here 
we goooooooo! 

Cue the “time back” sound effect.

Ah, we made it safely again! Now 
let’s get on with our day’s activities. 
Yesterday, you learned that God 
sent judges to the people of Israel 
because they kept making the same 
bad choice over and over again. Can 
one of you time-travelers tell us what 

this choice was and the results that 
followed this choice? (The people 
disobeyed God’s commands, so He 
allowed their enemies to make their 
lives miserable.)

I’m happy to say today’s guest is 
different from those people. She did 
not turn her back on God; instead, 
she chose to obey Him, and God 
blessed her in a very special way. Why 
don’t I let Ruth tell you all about it? 

Enter Ruth.

Ruth: Harriet, I never would have 
dreamed what a blessing God would 
give me just because I chose to take 
care of my mother-in-law, Naomi, 
and not leave her when both my hus-
band and her husband died. She told 
me to go back to live with my own 
family so that they could take care 
of me, but I knew that God wanted 
me to follow her and take care of her 
instead. What happened to my moth-
er-in-law and me after we returned to 
the land of her birth is a very beauti-
ful story, but I’m afraid I can’t tell 
you the tale today because I left din-
ner cooking on the fire. Just remem-
ber this: when you honor your fam-
ily, you honor God, too. He blesses 
us when we are loyal to our families. 
Well, I’d better hurry off now. 

Exit Ruth.

Harriet: Ruth was an incredible 
lady. And yes, she did receive a most 
wonderful blessing when she chose 
to take care of Naomi. God gave her 
a very loving husband named Boaz, 
and together they had a son. This son 
would later become the grandfather 
of King David. 

It looks like our time-travel voy-
age today is going to be as interesting 
as yesterday’s. We have two more 
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Bible characters to meet. Here comes 
Samuel now. Let’s hear what he has 
to tell us. 

Hello, mighty prophet of God. Tell 
us about yourself and what it was like 
to choose the first king of Israel. 

Enter Samuel.

Samuel: I’ll be happy to tell you 
what happened to me. My life of 
service to God began, really, the day I 
was born. This is because of a prom-
ise my mother, Hannah, made to 
God before I even entered the world. 
Before I was very old, God called me 
to be a prophet. It was my job to tell 
the people what God wanted them 
to know. Then God appointed me 
to be a judge. As it turned out, I was 
Israel’s last judge. Why? Because the 
people decided they wanted a king, 
instead of a judge, to rule over them. 
So, I began to search for a man who 
would make a good king. Saul was 
the man I chose, after God directed 
me to do so. 

When I presented Saul to the 
people of Israel, they were thrilled. 
At last they had their own king! 
But I warned the people, and Saul 
himself, that they must continue to 
obey God and worship Him alone, 
or disaster would come their way. 
Saul did not listen to my warning. 
He disobeyed God by becoming too 
proud. This angered God, so He told 
me to choose another king to rule the 
people of Israel. God told me to go 
to Bethlehem where I found a young 
shepherd boy named David. God 
told me that David would become 
king when Saul died. David grew 
up to be a man of many talents: He 
was a musician, he wrote songs—you 
know them as “the Psalms,” and he 
was always great with a sling shot; do 
you know that story?

Harriet: The children have heard 
it, Samuel.

Samuel: When David took over 
the throne, he was a fabulous king, 
but he made some terrible choices 
that caused him lots of pain. That is 
a story in itself. Anyway, my life was 
very blessed because I chose to honor 
God and be a servant to His people. 
Those are the two greatest things we 
can do, you know: Love God and 
serve others. I have to go for now, 
but remember my words to the peo-
ple of Israel. They are always true no 
matter what time you live in history. 
Good choices that please God, bring 
good results, for when you obey God, 
He provides you with the things you 
need to be happy. Good-bye! 

Exit Samuel.

Harriet: Well, Samuel has said it 
all! But now, we are going to meet 
the greatest king in all of Israel’s his-
tory: King David. Everyone, please 
rise. Pay respect to the greatest king 
of Israel: King David. 

Cue the “royal fanfare” from the CD-

ROM.  After you’ve bowed in respect, 

indicate for the students to do so.

Welcome, mighty King David. 
Thank you for coming to speak to us 
today. You may be seated, children. 

King David: I have many things 
I could tell you today because I have 
lived for many years and have grown 
to know God in a deep way. He has 
been faithful to me even when I  
wasn’t faithful to Him, and He has 
forgiven me when I have sinned 
against Him. But even though my 
sins are forgiven, they still bring  
consequences. The sins I committed 
against God brought me more heart-
break than you can imagine. 

Listen now, as I tell you about my 
life. When I was a little child, God 
gave me the strength to kill the giant 
Goliath; I knew that God was with 
me from that time on. I became king, 
and I was a great warrior, too. The 
people of my kingdom loved me and 
respected me. I must have started 
thinking very highly of myself, 
though, because in time, I chose to 
turn my back on God and break two 

of His Ten Commandments. If I 
thought that I would get away with 
these sins just because I was king . . 
. I was wrong. I paid for these sins 
when my family turned against each 
other, and I lost much of the happi-
ness I had known as king. 

My counsel to you today is: Don’t 
make your own rules for your life; 
obey God’s rules and you will be 
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happy while you live on this earth. 
He gave us His commandments 
because He loves us, and He wants 
to protect us. Read my psalms, and 
learn that God is always with you. 
Praise God for His goodness. I would 
like to leave you with a psalm I wrote 
that is one of my favorites: Psalm 23. 

Have “King David” read Psalm 23 from 

your Bible.

Good-bye, children, and remem-
ber that God loves you. Please don’t 
make the kinds of choices that will 
ruin your lives. Be happy; obey God. 

David exits.

Harriet: Everybody rise as the 
great king leaves. 

All the children should rise as the king 

leaves. 

Well, today’s voyage must come to 
an end. It’s time to return to the pres-
ent. Contact! Switches on!

Cue the “time future” sound effect.

I’d say I’ve gathered some wonder-
ful information these last two days 
to write some great articles for The 

Daily Trumpet newspaper. Oh my, 
but now I must hurry so I’ll make my 
appointment to walk some second 
graders through the Red Sea— 
I hope we get there before Moses 
puts his staff down. See you soon! 

Remove Harriet props.

Our review has been exciting, 
thanks to Harriet Historian and her 
time-travel machine. The Bible char-
acters we met told us of the special 
way God provided for them. For 
Deborah and Gideon, God provided 
wisdom and courage. For the people 
of Israel, God provided all the judges 
to lead and guide them. For Samuel, 
God provided the ability to be a 
prophet; for Samson, God provided 
strength to defeat his enemies; for 
Ruth, God provided a new family 
and many blessings. And, for the 
mighty King David, God provided 
courage, wisdom, protection, and 
finally forgiveness. There are so many 
more examples of God’s loving care 
and provision we are going to discov-
er as we read more of the Bible. 

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHniQuE

Today, in your life and mine, God 
is still providing for us. When we are 
scared, He gives us courage. When we 
are saddened, He comforts us. When 
we are weak, He gives us strength. 

And when we need an answer to a 
problem, we can turn to God’s Word, 
the Bible, and find wisdom. 

Distribute Student page 3. Have the 

children open their Bibles to Psalm 

28:7 and follow along as you read 

the memory verse.  Recite the verse 

together twice, then have them write 

it on their worksheet on the lines 

provided.

God is our strength! And when we 
trust in Him, we are helped.

OpTiOnal—iF TimE 
rEmains

After you have copied your verse, 
turn your paper over and list some 
times that you remember God help-
ing your family. I’m sure you can all 
think of ways He has provided special 
blessings for you. 

Instruct the students to take their 

memory verse worksheets home and 

post them where they will see them 

every day.  Close in prayer.

End Lesson
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scripTurE TExT
Review of Ruth through 2 Samuel

mEmOry VErsE
psalm 28:7

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusts in him, and I am 
helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will 
give thanks to him in song.”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
•	 Write	“newspaper	articles”	through	

the	use	of	story	prompts

•	 Draw	illustrations	for	their	articles

•	 Read	articles	to	the	class

•	 Sing	songs

maTErials anD prEp
❏	 Complete the Story worksheets	from	

the	CD-ROM	(samson.pdf, ruth.pdf, 

gideon.pdf, samuel.pdf, deborah.pdf, 

david.pdf)

❏	 Crayons

❏	 Optional: 	Instrumental	praise	music	

to	play	while	the	children	are	working

Quick OVErViEw
1.	 Review	the	memory	verse:		Psalm 28:7.

2.	 Briefly	review	the	two	previous	days’	

lesson	content.

3.	 Divide	the	children	into	six	groups.

4.	 Give	the	students	in	each	group	copies	

of	the	Complete the Story	worksheets.		

Optional:		Provide	Student	Book,	page	

5.

5.	 Allow	one	child	from	each	group	to	

read	his	article	to	the	class.

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
Open the lesson by reviewing the 

memory verse in unison.
We had fun imagining what it 

would have been like to actually talk 
with some of the interesting characters 
from the Bible. Which of these Bible 
characters did you enjoy the most? 

Allow a few children to respond.

THE lEssOn
Today, we will be using our imagi-

nations in another way. Each of you 
is going to become a reporter for 
The Daily Trumpet, just like Harriet 
Historian, and write your own front 
page newspaper article on one of the 
Bible characters you met during our 
time-travel voyage. 

You’ll have a chance to illustrate 
your article, too. You will be work-
ing in groups so you can write your 
articles together, helping each other 
as you go. When each group has 
finished, we will take some time to 
share your newspaper articles and talk 
about them. 

Follow this procedure:

1. Divide the students into six groups. 

Provide them with crayons. 

2. Give the members of each group 

the same Complete the Story 

worksheet.  Instruct them to fill in 

the blanks to the story.

3. Encourage the children to share 

their answers with each other. 

4. After reviewing the facts of the 

Bible stories with the Complete the 

Story worksheets, have the students 

write and illustrate stories of their 

own using The Daily Trumpet, 

Student Book, page 5.

5. Select a member of each group to 

read the article.  (More children may 

share their articles if you have extra 

time.)

6. Discuss the students’ answers about 

their characters’ choices. 

7. Close by singing “The Lord Is My 

Shepherd,”  “Nothing Is Impossible,”  

or “Lookin’ Up.”

TEacHEr’s kEy TO 
THE nEwspapEr 
wOrksHEETs

“Samson	the	Great	Wastes		

God-Given	Ability”

From the time Samson was a very 
young child, he was trained to serve 
God. The story of Samson is a very 
sad one because although God had 
given Samson great strength, he fool-
ishly wasted his ability. This is his 
story. 

Samson was a great judge in Israel, 
but later in his life, he started think-
ing he was better than other people; 
he became proud. Samson disobeyed 
God and lost his strength and his 
eyesight. The Philistines made 
Samson their slave.
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Samson told God he would be 
willing to give up his own life if God 
would just give him one more chance 
to save the Israelites from their ene-
mies, the Philistines. God answered 
Samson’s prayer and gave him his 
strength once again. Many of the 
Philistines were killed along with 
Samson when he knocked down the 
pillars of the temple.

Samson’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Remember 
that God is the One who gives us 
our strength and wisdom; do not 
become proud; obey God in all you 
do.

“Ruth	Finds	That	Family	Loyalty	

Brings	Many	Blessings”

During the times of the judges 
when many of the people had turned 
their backs on God, there was a 
young woman named Ruth who 
chose to follow God in her life. Her 
story is found in the Old Testament 
book which bears her name: Ruth.

Ruth was married to the son of an 
Israelite woman named Naomi. After 

Ruth’s husband and Naomi’s husband 
died, Ruth chose to take care of her 
mother-in-law instead of returning to 
her own family.

Because of this decision to remain 
loyal to Naomi, Ruth received a great 
blessing from God. 

She met Boaz, married him and 
had a son who would later become 
the grandfather of David.

Ruth’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Honor God and 
honor your family by being loyal to 
them.

“Gideon—An	Ordinary	Man		

or	Mighty	Warrior?”

Gideon was 
living proof that 
God doesn’t always 
choose important/ 
famous people to 
become His heroes. 
Here is his story.

 When Gideon was growing up, 
his people, the Israelites were being 
constantly attacked by their enemies, 
the Midianites. Gideon believed in 
God and probably joined His people 
in praying that God would send 
them somebody to fight this enemy. 

Much to Gideon’s surprise, God 
chose him! 

Yes, God even called Gideon a 
mighty warrior. This name shocked 
Gideon because deep down, he knew 
he wasn’t very brave. 

When God asked Gideon to tear 
down the idols in his village, Gideon 
was sure he would be killed, but he 
obeyed God anyway. Later, when 
the Midianites gathered to attack 
the Israelites, God told Gideon how 
to select the best soldiers. Gideon’s 
army was very small, but together 
they fought against thousands of 
enemy warriors and won the battle. 

Gideon’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Believe that God 
is with you; be obedient; trust that 
God can use you even if you don’t 
feel very important.

“Samuel	Listens	to	God		

and	Warns	the	People		

to	Follow	God’s	Commands”

Samuel’s life of service to God real-
ly began the day he was born. This 
was because his mother, Hannah, 
promised God she would dedicate 
Samuel to Him to spend his life serv-
ing God’s people. Here is Samuel’s 
story.

Before Samuel was very old, God 
called him to 
be a prophet. 
It was Samuel’s 
job to tell the 
people what 
God wanted 
them to know. 
Then God 
appointed 
Samuel to be a 
judge. He was 
the last judge of 
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Israel because the people decided they 
wanted to be ruled by a king instead.

Saul was the man whom Samuel 
appointed as the first king of Israel. 
Samuel warned him and the Israelites 
that they must continue to obey 
God and worship Him alone, or 
disaster would come their way. But 
Saul disobeyed God. This angered 
God, so He told Samuel to choose 
another king to rule the people of 
Israel. Samuel was told by God to 
go to Bethlehem, where he found a 
young shepherd boy, named David. 
He knew this boy would grow up to 
be a very great king someday! Samuel 
spent the rest of his days being a ser-
vant to God’s people.

Samuel’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Love God; serve 
others.

“Deborah—A	Woman	of	Faith		

Who	Led	An	Army”

What kind of a woman would you 
imagine God would choose to give an 
army its battle plan? If you are having 
a hard time believing that a woman 
could actually do such a thing, 
study the life of Deborah in the Old 
Testament book of Judges. She was 
very respected in her day, and her 
story is very exciting!

Before God called Deborah to be 
a judge, she was a prophetess. This 
means that like Samuel, she told the 
people the things that God wanted 
them to know. She was God’s “mouth 
piece.” In order to do this, Deborah 
learned to listen for God’s voice, and 
then trust that He would make His 
directions clear to her. 

This gift of Deborah’s made her a 
good judge for the people of Israel, 

especially when the army of Sisera 
gathered to attack the Israelites. As 
commander of the army, Deborah 
and her general, Barak, listened for 
God to tell them the battle plan so 
they could defeat the enemy. When 
God spoke, Deborah followed His 
orders and her army was victorious! 

Deborah’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Believe that 
when God calls you to do a task, 
He will tell you how to accomplish 
it; listen for His voice and obey His 
directions.

“Local	Shepherd	Boy	Is	Anointed	

to	be	Israel’s	Future	King”

The Bible calls David, Israel’s 
favorite king, a “man after God’s own 
heart.” This means that David loved 
God very dearly and wanted to please 
Him with his life. We can see how 
this is true when we read the Psalms 
David wrote. 

Was King David a perfect person 
then, who always made the right 
choice? Listen to his story and you’ll 
discover the answer to that question.

David’s fame began when he 
killed the giant, Goliath using only 
a slingshot and five smooth stones. 
How could a boy have so much 
courage? He had so much courage 
because he trusted God to give him 
strength. After this victory against 
the Philistines, David knew that God 
was with him. 

Samuel was the one who anointed 
David to become the future king of 
Israel. He would not begin his reign, 
however, until King Saul died. 

David was a very popular king and 
a great warrior. He was loved and 
respected by the people of his king-

dom. He became careless, though, 
with God’s rules and broke two of 
His Ten Commandments. These 
sins were forgiven by God, but they 
still brought consequences that broke 
David’s heart: his sons turned against 
each other and he lost much of the 
happiness he had known as king. 
Still, David is remembered in history 
as one of the Bible’s greatest heroes 
and as a “man after God’s own heart.”

David’s life teaches us to always 
make these choices: Obey God’s 
commands; praise God for His 
goodness.

End Lesson
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 PaGe 20 BiBlical cHOicEs FOr a nEw GEnEraTiOn

scripTurE TExT
Review of Ruth through 2 Samuel

mEmOry VErsE
psalm 28:7

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusts in him, and I am 
helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will 
give thanks to him in song.”

spEciFic OBjEcTiVEs
•	 Write	“personal-application”	stories

•	 Read	some	of	their	stories	to	the	class

•	 Recite	their	memory	verse	as	a	form	of	

worship

•	 Sing	songs

maTErials anD prEp
❏	 The Daily Trumpet	(Student	Book,	

page	7)

❏	 Crayons

Quick OVErViEw
1.	 Distribute	Student	Book,	page	7	and	

crayons,	and	give	directions	for	the	

“personal	story”	writing	assignment.

2.	 Have	several	students	read	their	

stories	to	the	class.

3.	 Have	the	students	recite	their	memory	

verse	as	a	form	of	prayer	and	worship	

to	the	Lord.

4.	 Sing	“Nothing	Is	Impossible,”	“Lookin’	

Up,”	or	“I	Love	You,	Lord.”

Start Lesson

inTrODucTiOn
Now that each of you has had 

some experience writing news stories 
about famous Bible characters, and 
have learned many valuable lessons 
from these people’s lives, I think it’s 
time for you to get your pencils ready 
again to share some of your wisdom 
by writing a story about yourself, 
or if you want, a make-believe story 
about someone else. I will give you 
another The Daily Trumpet front page 
worksheet to write on, and crayons, 
too, so you can illustrate your stories. 

THE lEssOn

Distribute Student Book, page 7 and 

crayons.

I am going to give you several ideas 
to choose from in writing your stories. 

Write the following list on the board:

 Write a story about something God 

has helped you do in your life.

 Write a story about a lesson you 

have learned about obeying God 

and making good choices.

 Write a story about someone you 

know who has received a blessing 

because he or she made a choice 

that was pleasing to God.

 Make up a story about someone 

who was asked to do something 

by God, and whether or not that 

person obeyed. 

Before you begin your story, think 
about the Bible heroes we have been 
reviewing this week. 

Perhaps one of the lessons reminds 
you of something you have learned 
in your life, or a friend’s life. Don’t 
worry how long your story is, just use 
your imagination and do the best job 
you can. Don’t forget to give your 
story a headline. There’s a line for it 
at the top of your page. I will help 
you if you have any questions. 

Devote the major portion of 

remaining class time to the writing 

activity. Perhaps you can have early 

finishers exchange stories. Allow some 

time for several children to read their 

stories aloud. 

You have all done an excellent job 
with your stories. God’s Word, the 
Bible, can help us with every part of 
our lives! It is just another way that 
He provides for all of our needs. Let’s 
take a special moment right now to 
recite our memory verse as a prayer 
of praise and worship for God’s great 
provision. Close your eyes and think 
about how much God has always 
loved His people and how much He 
loves you. 

Lead the children in reciting Psalm 

28:7—“The Lord is my strength and 

my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I 

am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I 

will give thanks to him in song.” 

Close by singing one or more of this 

week’s songs.

End Lesson
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