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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

My name is J. Warner Wallace and I’m a “cold-case” detective. That 
means I solve difficult cases that have been unsolved for a long time. 
I wanted to be a detective when I was very young, and I worked hard 
to achieve my goals, first by accepting my duty as a police officer, 
and then by training and advancing to the level of detective. Along 
the way I learned how to investigate mysteries and share the truths I 
discovered with others.

When I was first assigned to the detective division at my police 
agency, Alan Jeffries was the most experienced detective in the unit. 
He was tough and a bit “rough around the edges,” but the more I got 
to know him, the more I came to understand that he cared deeply 
about my progress as a new detective. He had a “soft side” that he 
showed on occasion, and I began to look forward to my conversa-
tions with him. He became my mentor and reminded me of my duty 
as he trained me to investigate and share the truth.

Years after meeting Alan Jeffries, I applied everything I learned 
as a detective to my investigation of the Bible. I wanted to know 
if the Bible was telling me the truth about Jesus, and after several 
months, I determined that Jesus truly is the Son of God. That’s why 
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10 FORENSIC FAITH FOR KIDS

I’m a Christian today, and it’s also why I want to share the truth with 
everyone I know.

Now it’s time for you to learn how to be a good detective, and 
Alan Jeffries will help you achieve that goal. 

If you like to solve mysteries, you’re in the right place. My wife, 
Susie, and I have written two other books, Cold-Case Christianity 
for Kids and God’s Crime Scene for Kids, that describe mysteries 
involving a skateboard and a shoebox. This time around, the Junior 
Detective Cadets are investigating something even more interest-
ing: the sudden appearance of a puppy! Are you ready to accept 
your duty as a detective cadet, train with Detective Jeffries, and 
learn how to investigate and share the case? If so, turn the page and 
jump into the story.

And by the way, be sure to invite your family to join you. 
Your parents, grandparents, or older siblings can follow along 
with you and even read the adult version of this book, Forensic 
Faith, and everyone can go online to the Case Makers Academy 
at www.ForensicFaithforKids.com to watch videos, download fun 
activity sheets, and even earn a graduation certificate when you’re 
all done.

Well … what are you waiting for? Turn the page and join the 
investigation!

J. Warner Wallace
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“I’m getting a cramp in my shoulder,” complains Jason as he wipes 
water off the hood of the fourteenth car in a row. 

“Stop whining,” says Daniel while throwing you a fresh towel. 
“We’ve all been working just as hard as you have.” Daniel smiles in 
your direction and rolls his eyes. 

“We’re almost done,” you say. “And remember, it’s for a good 
cause.” You point to a large handmade banner at the entry to the 
recreation center parking lot: BASEBALL TEAM CAR WASH 
TODAY. 

Daniel tugs at his uniform shirt and points to Jason’s. “You 
wanna play, right? We’ve got to raise money to go to the tournament 
one way or another. This is as good as any.” 

Jason looks as though he agrees and keeps drying the hood. 
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14 FORENSIC FAITH FOR KIDS

It’s late in the afternoon on a warm spring Sunday, and there are 
wet, soapy cars across the entire parking lot. All your teammates are busy 
washing or drying, and everyone seems to be as tired as Jason. The three 
of you arrived right after church and helped turn the rec center parking 
lot into a makeshift car wash with hoses, buckets, and lots of towels. The 
sun is beginning to set, but there are still a few more customers.

Daniel reaches for another towel when he feels something licking 
his leg. He looks down toward the pavement and sees a small puppy 
standing next to his leg and … smiling at him. 

“Whoa, check this out!” Daniel bends down to pet the tiny dog, 
but before he can do so, the puppy rolls over on its back and invites 
a belly rub. You and Jason laugh. 

“Pembroke Welsh corgi!” exclaims Jason.
“What language are you speaking?” asks Daniel.
“Dog language. I mean, not dog language, but that’s what kind 

of dog it is. My uncle is a veterinarian, and he has a poster in his 
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Preface: a New challeNge 15

waiting room showing all the breeds of 
dog. This is a corgi all right.” 

The little puppy has oversized ears, 
short legs, and a stub for a tail. Her fur is 
soft and tan and white in color. 

“Where did she come from?” you ask. 
“I don’t know,” replies Daniel. “I didn’t 

see any of our customers with a dog, and 
I know none of our teammates brought 
theirs …”

“Well, she must belong to someone,” 
says Jason. “She’s got a collar.” Jason care-
fully turns the woven band and finds a name printed on the top: 
BAILEY. 

“I guess her name is Bailey then,” you say. 
Daniel picks up the puppy and the three of you begin to search for 

her owner. The last few cars are almost finished, and many of the team 
parents are starting to clean up and collect the buckets and towels. 

“Does anyone here own this puppy?!” shouts Jason. No one 
responds. 

The other baseball team members and their parents now gather 
around Daniel as he cradles little Bailey. The puppy is incredibly 
friendly and continues to lick Daniel’s face as he holds her. Your 
teammates are entranced by the little pup, but no one has any idea 
where she came from. 

“This is so strange,” declares Daniel. “Where did she come from? 
How could such a small puppy like this appear out of thin air? And 
why is she so incredibly friendly?” 

 CSI
Assignment

The group is trying 
to decide what to do 
with the puppy.
Read Psalm 25:2. 
In times of 

uncertainty, 
King David 
said he would 
choose to trust 
____________.
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16 FORENSIC FAITH FOR KIDS

Jason steps through the small crowd of baseball players. “Let’s 
take her back to your house and see what your parents think we 
should do.” The three of you say good-bye to your team and begin to 
walk to Daniel’s house. 

“Maybe my parents will let me keep her,” says Daniel. 
“I don’t know,” you reply. “She does have a collar, after all. I bet 

her owners are worried about her.”
Back at Daniel’s house, his parents agree with you. 
“No, I don’t think we can keep her, Son …” says Daniel’s dad as 

he sits in a comfortable chair in the living room. “But I can certainly 
see why you like her.” Bailey is climbing all over Daniel’s father’s 
lap and licking his neck and face. The puppy’s little stub of a tail is 
wagging back and forth at incredible speed. “She’s the friendliest dog 
I’ve ever seen.”

Daniel’s mom enters the room carrying a tray of cookies. “Don’t 
you have another Junior Detective Academy session tomorrow at the 
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Preface: a New challeNge 17

police department? Why don’t we keep 
her overnight and tomorrow you can 
take Bailey with you to the Academy. 
Maybe Detective Jeffries can help you 
figure out where Bailey came from and 
what you should do with her. He’s 
used to solving mysteries, right?”

Jason is already eating his second 
cookie. “He’s the best, and I bet he’ll 
be happy to see we’ve got another mystery to investigate.” 

“Yup,” you reply. “Only this time we’re not trying to solve a 
mystery about a ‘what’—this time we’re trying to solve a mystery 
about a ‘who’!”

 Dig Deep
  Visit the 

Online Academy
Be sure to complete the 
Training Activities and 
Note Sheets. 
Start assembling your 

Academy Notebook!
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