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Fifth Grade 
The God of Faith

Welcome to Biblical Choices®  

Fifth Grade Bible Curriculum:  

The God of Faith!

We at Standard Publishing  

hope you will find this curriculum  

to be teacher-friendly and easy to use.  

It is our hope that your Fifth Grade  

students will come to know and love  

the great God of faith  

who is ever faithful. 

OVERAll STRUCTURE
Fifth Grade is broken down into four 
quarters, each with its own theme: 
First—“God’s Faithful People in New 
Surroundings”; Second—“Instructions 
for God’s Faithful People”; Third—
“Knowing the Basis of Your Faith”; 
Fourth—“How to Live and Tell About 
Your Faith.” Each quarter is divided 
into seven lessons and a quarter 
review.

YEAR GOAl
Faithful choices made by the prophets 
and apostles is the focus of the fifth 
grade year. Contemporary Christian 
examples of faithful people, along with 
many traditional hymns will prove 
that God still supports the faith of His 
people.

lESSONS
Each lesson is divided into four ses-
sions: Section 1—“Attention Getter”; 
Session 2—“Bible Information”; 
Session 3—“Student Action”; Session 
4—“Bold Choices.” The sessions are 
designed to be presented sequentially; 
however, since most schools allot one 
day each week for chapel, the sessions 
are flexible enough to accommodate 
this day. Each teacher should present 
the sessions according to his or her 
school’s set chapel day.

QUARTER REVIEw
The last week of each quarter is devot-
ed to a quarter review. These reviews 
are designed to serve two purposes: 
for evaluation of students’ retention 
of each quarter’s lessons (through dif-

ferent review games, memory verse 
challenges, etc.) and for presentation of 
material learned (through “open hous-
es,” class performances, etc.). The four 
quarter projects featured in Fifth Grade 
are: First—“Faithful Few Talk Show”; 
Second—“Heavenly Highway”; 
Third—“Driver’s Test”; Fourth—“The 
Year-End Bible Fair.” The quarter proj-
ects are flexible enough to work with 
any schedule and/or class size. Be sure 
to tailor these projects to best fit the 
needs of your students.

REVIEw GAMES
You will find quarterly review games 
located on the CD-ROM. These 
games may be used for review infor-
mation for all four quarters.

MUSIC
Fifth-graders need to express them-
selves through song, so each lesson 
usually incorporates singing. In the 
teacher book you will find suggested 
music lists consisting of praise cho-
ruses, carols, gospel songs, and hymns. 
The lists will often indicate which 
songs will work best with each quar-
ter and lesson. All song sheets, piano 
scores, and copyright information 
can be found on the CD-ROM and, 
except where noted one copy may be 
printed off and made into a transpar-
ency. The tracks available on the CD-
ROM can be played either on a com-
pact disc player or by a computer.

In Fifth Grade a special emphasis 
is made on studying and learning 
about some of the great hymns of the 
church.
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PARENT lETTERS
Each lesson includes a letter to the 
parents that should be sent home 
with each student after Session 1 of 
that week’s study. These letters are a 
means of communication between 
you and your students’ parents regard-
ing themes and memory verses stud-
ied during Bible, as well as ideas for 
reinforcing and supplementing Bible 
learning at home. Also, these letters 
inform parents of your need for volun-
teers for special projects and/or events, 
classroom needs, costumes, props, 
and/or pictures students need sent 
with them from home, etc.

All parent letters are available on 
the CD-ROM and can be edited. 
Each parent letter is also available in 
Spanish for your students who speak 
Spanish at home. Additional informa-
tion about producing parent letters is 
available on the CD-ROM.

OPTIONS, OPTIONS, 
OPTIONS
For those teachers who need extra 
activities, or are looking for some 
variety, we’ve included several optional 
activities, sometimes two or three 
per lesson! They are designed to 
take learning one step further, usu-
ally through a hands-on experience, 
a trip outside, or a presentation to a 
group of people, or a service project. 
Remember no one has time in life to 

do everything, especially busy teach-
ers! So, try incorporating just one per 
lesson or two or three per quarter. 
See how your students like them and 
either schedule them again for next 
year, or try new ones. You might even 
develop some optional activities on 
your own—great! Be sure to write 
them down (and share them with 
other teachers).

TEAChER hElPS
Before the first lesson of each quar-
ter you will find a “Bird’s Eye View” 
high-lighting the goal of that quarter 
as well as providing an overview of 
each lesson and what students will 
learn. Also, you will find an “Unusual 
Items Checklist” high-lighting some 
items you will need to furnish (and 
those you can encourage parents to 
furnish) for each lesson. Some lessons 
don’t require any unusual items, and 
some require several, so be sure to 
refer to these pages often during your 
lesson planning. Before each lesson, 
you will find a “Prep page” that detail 
materials and activity pages/student 
book pages that need gathered before 
each session, as well as crafts you 
may need to provide samples for, and 
other reminders.

Furthermore, depending on how 
you choose to structure your Teacher 
book, the lessons are designed so that 
you can remove from the binder only 

those pages you will need to refer to 
for each lesson. Be sure to assemble 
your Teacher book to best fit your 
needs.

OThER GOODIES
In addition to all of the above, you’ll 
find special “Notes” areas in the 
Teacher book where you can record 
student reactions to specific activities, 
highlight what worked and what  
didn’t from each lesson, etc. We hope 
these pages will inspire you and pre-
pare you for entering the exciting 
realm of teaching the truths about 
God, His world, and His Word to 
thinking, feeling, questioning, loving, 
creating, being Fifth-graders!

YEAR PROJECT
“My Broken Pieces Journal” may be 
used as a yearlong project for fifth 
graders. It includes the memory 
work for the fifth grade year and is 
designed to be assembled as a small 
book where students will be able 
to journal their own thoughts and 
choices that they make throughout 
their fifth grade study.

God’s blessings to you as you lay the 
foundation for a lifetime of Bible learn-
ing for your students session by session, 
lesson by lesson, quarter by quarter, year 
by year.
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broken throughout hundreds of 
years between Moses and the fall of 
Jerusalem will be reviewed.
The children will be shown that Israel 
fell to her enemies when she made 
the choice to break the covenant and 
turned away from the one true God. 
In like manner, our lives will shatter 
when we turn away from God and 
break our covenant with Him.

lESSON 2  Ezekiel—Faithful 
Preaching in 
Babylon

This lesson will focus on Ezekiel’s 
faithful preaching to the Jews who 
were exiled in Babylon. The children 
will be challenged to bring the mes-
sage of God’s love to those who are 
often exiled and rejected today such as 
the poor, the aged, and the disabled.

lESSON 3  Daniel and his 
Friends: Awesome 
Faith in Desperate 
Moments

This lesson will focus on Daniel’s 
choice when he and his three friends 
refused to bow down before the statue 
of Nebuchadnezzar. This lesson will 
challenge the children to make a 
choice to sacrifice their popularity 
with the world in order to be true to 
their Christian convictions.

lESSON 4  Daniel—God’s Man  
in high Places

This lesson will focus on this truth: 
If our lives are to have integrity, we 
can’t be lying to God by saying we 
believe in Him while living our lives 
in an ungodly manner. Daniel’s deci-
sion to face the lion’s den rather than 
compromise his faith is an example 
of integrity when compromise would 
have been an easy solution.

lESSON 5  Rebuilding the Temple 
of God

This lesson will focus on the words of 
encouragement spoken by the prophet 
Haggai as he inspired the people to 
rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. The 
children will be challenged to build up 
the living temples of God (believers) 
encouraging each other to be active 
spokespersons for God wherever they 
are.

lESSON 6  Zechariah—A 
Messenger of hope

This lesson will focus on the hope 
we have that Christ will return some-
day and set the world right. He will 
judge the sinners, reward the faithful, 
and establish His kingdom on earth. 
Zechariah gave this message to the 
Jews who were rebuilding the temple. 
He focused their hope on the Messiah 
so they would be able to finish the 
task before them. We, too, as New 
Testament Christians, must focus our 
hope on Jesus, the Messiah, so we will 
be able to do the work God has asked 
us to do here on earth until Christ 
comes again.

lESSON 7  Esther—Defending  
the Defenseless

This lesson will focus on Esther’s 
choice to speak up in defense of the 
Jews who were facing slaughter in 
Persia. The children will be challenged 
to make a similar choice to defend the 
rights of defenseless people today.

lESSON 8  Quarter Project—
Faithful Few Talk 
Show

This lesson will reinforce the quarter 
goal by providing a fun-filled activity-
oriented review of the objectives for 
this quarter.

© 2002 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

Fifth Grade 
First Quarter

Quarter Goal: To highlight  

the choices of faithful people  

whose lives were examples  

to all those around them,  

both in captivity  

and as they returned  

to establish their homeland  

in Jerusalem.
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lESSON 1  Review of Fourth 
Grade—Tragedy 
Comes to the 
Divided Kingdom

This lesson will focus on reviewing the 
details of the covenant between God 
and His chosen people, the Hebrew 
nation, as it is presented in the Ten 
Commandments. The manner in 
which these commandments were  
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TEACHER SUPPLIED

LESSON 1
❑	 Fancy props (hat, jewelry, clothes) 

to give the appearance of wealth
❑	 Overhead transparency
❑	 Roll paper
❑	 Tacks, staples

LESSON 2
❑	 Volley ball or soft game ball
❑	 Optional: Chalk and black con-

struction paper
❑	 Paper fasteners, split rings/key 

rings, or chicken rings
❑	 Paper punch
❑	 Optional: Card envelopes

LESSON 3
❑	 Paper punch
❑	 Two spray bottles
❑	 Sample T-shirt project
❑	 Plastic container, fishbowl, or 

small basket

LESSON 4
❑	 Optional: Several rolls of clear, 

self-adhesive shelf paper
❑	 Optional: One precut book cover 

of clear, adhesive shelf paper for 
each student

❑	 Sample book cover
❑	 Lined or plain paper, one sheet 

per child
❑	 Paper punch

LESSON 5
❑	 Encourageometer on the board or 

overhead transparency (CD-ROM)
❑	 Sample paraphrase
❑	 Brown grocery bags, one per student
❑	 Sealing wax or pieces of broken 

candle
❑	 Electric warmer
❑	 Signet ring
❑	 Parent volunteer or teacher’s aid
❑	 Optional: white adhesive paper 

instead of wax

❑	 Several pads of adhesive notes
❑	 Three sets of names of your stu-

dents placed inside a container

LESSON 6
❑	 Fish bowl or some type of container
❑	 4-foot lengths of shelf paper, roll 

paper, or tag board
❑	 Old magazines
❑	 Scratch paper

LESSON 7
❑	 Nine envelopes
❑	 Nine 6-foot lengths of roll paper
❑	 Stop watch
❑	 Tape or tacks
❑	 Letter-writing paper and one 

envelope per child

LESSON 8
❑	 Costumes for Bible characters: 

sheets, towels, sashes, etc.
❑	 Poster board
❑	 Poster board paint or markers
❑	 Optional: Materials to make invi-

tations
❑	 Optional: Video recorder
❑	 Optional: Mock microphone
❑	 Optional: Prerecorded theme 

music (CD-ROM)

PARENT SUPPLIED

LESSON 3
❑	 White or light colored T-shirt
❑	 Brown paper grocery bag
❑	 Fabric paints or markers

LESSON 4
❑	 Brown paper grocery bag

LESSON 5
❑	 Brown paper grocery bag

LESSON 8
❑	 Costumes for Bible characters: 

sheets, towels, sashes, etc.

© 2002 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 
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First Quarter
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BASIC SUPPLIES REqUIRED  
fOR THIS yEAR’S STUDy:

❑	 Bible (one per student)
❑	 Pencils
❑	 Markers, crayons
❑	 Scissors
❑	 Ruler
❑ Stapler
❑ Tape
❑ Glue
❑ My Broken Pieces Journal (one per 

student)
❑ CD player or computer
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THE GOD OF
FAITH
GOD’s FAITHFul pEOplE 
In nEw surrOunDInGs

Review of  Fourth Grade: 
Tragedy Comes to the  
Divided Kingdom 
As the children review the history of the Hebrew 

nation from the time of Moses, they will discover 

the consequences that result when God’s people 

turn away from Him.

1

L e s s o n  1

FiRsT QuaRTeR
F i F T H  G R a D e
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 PaGe 10 BIBlIcAl cHOIcEs FOr A nEw GEnErATIOn

ATTEnTIOn 
GETTEr
Before Session 1
■	 Read Helping Teachers With the 

Word (CD-ROM).
■	 Provide fancy props for the object 

lesson (hat, jewelry, clothes, etc. as 
to appear very wealthy).

■	 Optional: Make a transparency of 
Chores Around My House  
(CD-ROM).

■	 Provide Bah, Humbug, King 
Solomon Cards (CD-ROM).

■	 Make a transparency of Divided 
Kingdom Map (CD-ROM).

■	 Make copies of parent letter 
(CD-ROM)

BIBlE 
InFOrmATIOn
Before Session 2
■	 Provide roll paper.
■	 Provide enlarged History of Israel 

puzzle pieces (CD-ROM) for bul-
letin board.

■	 Provide Here’s the Scoop Cards 
(CD-ROM) attached to the cor-
responding History of Israel puzzle 
pieces.

sTuDEnT AcTIOn
Before Session 3
■	 Provide enlarged History of Israel 

puzzle pieces (CD-ROM) for bul-
letin board (used in Session 2).

■	 Provide tacks or staples.

BOlD cHOIcEs
Before Session 4
■	 Provide History of Israel (Ten 

Commandment) Puzzle (Activity 
Pad page 2)

■	 Provide crayons or markers.

Journal page for the week.

© 2002 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 

L e s s o n  P R e Pa R aT i o n

lEssOn FOcus

This lesson will focus on 
reviewing the details of the 
covenant between God and 
His chosen people, the Hebrew 
nation, as it is presented in the 
Ten Commandments.  
The manner in which these 
commandments were broken 
throughout hundreds of years 
between Moses and the fall of 
Jerusalem will be reviewed.

The children will be shown 
that Israel fell to her enemies 
when she made the choice to 
break the covenant and turned 
away from the one true God. 
In like manner, our lives will 
shatter when we turn away 
from God and break our cov-
enant with Him.

cHOIcE TO BE mADE

I will keep my covenant with 
God.

GOD’s FAITHFul  

pEOplE In nEw  

surrOunDInGs

1

L e s s o n  1
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scrIpTurE TExT
Selections from Exodus and  

2 Chronicles

mEmOry VErsEs 
prOVErBs 3:5, 6

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.”

spEcIFIc OBjEcTIVEs
• Students feel insulted and rebellious 

when treated like slaves.

• Discuss the affects of greed and being 

mistreated in Solomon’s kingdom.

• Start a bulletin board puzzle of 

the History of Israel puzzle/Ten 

Commandments.

• Sing the lesson songs.

mATErIAls AnD prEp
❏ Helping Teachers With the Word  

(CD-ROM)

❏ Fancy props for the object lesson

❏ Optional: A transparency of the Chores 

Around My House activity (CD-ROM)

❏ Bah, Humbug, King Solomon Cards  

(CD-ROM)

❏ Divided Kingdom map (CD-ROM)

❏ Parent letters to go home

QuIck OVErVIEw
1. Conduct the Snooty Scenario. Display 

the transparency of the Chores Around 

My House activity or read the chores 

listed.

2. Discuss the splendor and majesty 

of Israel when they obeyed God’s 

commands.

3. Discuss the division of Israel after 

Solomon (use Helping Teachers With 

the Word, Bah, Humbug, King Solomon 

FiFTH GRaDe ■ FIrsT QuArTEr: GOD’s FAITHFul pEOplE In nEw surrOunDInGs ■ Lesson 1 PaGe 11 

Cards, and Divided Kingdom map 

overhead transparency).

4. Sing the lesson songs.

Start Lesson

InTrODucTIOn
Enter the classroom wearing something 

fancy—some showy jewelry, a fancy hat, 

etc.

How about this for a problem? 
I have inherited a lot of money! It 
won’t take me long to spend, spend, 
spend! I have already bought my own 
limousine, lots of new clothes, my 
own fast-food restaurant. And did I 
mention the brand new mansion I 
bought. It has so many rooms that I 
could sleep in a different room every 
night for a month! Now that’s big!

Unfortunately, I may have just 
gone a little too crazy with my spend-
ing. In fact, I have bought so many 
things that I don’t have enough 
money left to hire any domestic help. 
And with a mansion the size of mine, 
I really need some help with the 
house and yard work. Think about 
it! Just vacuuming could take a week. 
And taking out the trash, well that’s a 
whole other story. So, since I cannot 
afford to hire anyone to do all of the 

really yucky jobs around my man-
sion, I am going to assign each of you 
some chores on this sign-up sheet.

Pull out the Chores Around My House 

transparency and project it onto the wall.  

Arbitrarily assign the chores to individual 

students.  Write their names in for the var

ious jobs. (If you have not made a trans

parency, read the chores out loud and 

list the students’ names on the board.)

Egg the class on about their new respon

sibilities.  Eventually, someone in the class 

is going to complain about this idea and 

question your right to enslave your stu

dents to satisfy the needs of your extrav

agant lifestyle.  When that happens, say 

something like the following:

Is there a problem here? You don’t 
seem too thrilled about the chores I’ve 
assigned you. Well, that’s really too 
bad because I am the teacher and you 
will do as you are told or I will disci-
pline all of you. How’s that for power?

Listen to the students complain.  Feed 

the fire as it were.  Do all you can to 

spread a feeling of rebellion and discord.

OK, calm down. Surely, you want a 
ruler who will let you work your little 
fingers to the bone so he or she can 

© 2002 Standard Publishing—NON-rePrOducible! 
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 PaGe 12 BIBlIcAl cHOIcEs FOr A nEw GEnErATIOn

get richer and live more comfortably! 
What’s the matter with you? Doesn’t 
everyone want to be my servant?

Allow the children to discuss the pitfalls 

of such a working relationship.

Help the class discover that such a ruler 

obviously has no concern for the well

being of the people over which she or 

he rules.  As the discussion winds down, 

remove your fancy props, and reaffirm 

that the point of the object lesson was 

to help them experience the feelings of 

the Israelites.

THE lEssOn
Today our activity allowed you to 

begin to understand the way the peo-
ple of Israel must have felt when their 
great King Solomon forced them to 
work to support all of his treasures! 

You’re all feeling about like the 
Israelites did right before their kingdom 
divided. Being forced to do the king’s 
work was bad enough, but people had 
some other legitimate reasons for being 
upset with King Solomon as well.

King Solomon was known 
throughout the world because of the 
wisdom that God had given him. 
He became the dominant figure in 
the Middle East.  Even the Queen of 
Sheba visited him. If you study some 
of the proverbs King Solomon wrote, 
you’ll discover that Solomon had wise 
things to say about almost every area 
of life. As impossible as it may seem, 
even Solomon with all of his wisdom 
and power was capable of making 
some really poor choices. 

I’m going to divide you into groups 
and let each group figure out why you 
are upset. Then we will report back 
with some brief skits. You will act out 
your feelings to help us all remember 
just why Solomon’s kingdom divided.

Divide the class into six groups.  Give 

each group a “Bah, Humbug, King 

Solomon” card, telling each group that 

they are indignant about what is hap

pening to them.

Allow time for the groups to figure 

out what their “beef” is, and allow each 

group to share with the rest of the class 

what they are upset about.

Bah, Humbug, King Solomon Cards

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 11:1-6; Exodus 20:1.

Solomon should never have married 

women who did not believe in God. This 

was against God’s command. God was 

upset with King Solomon for doing this. 

Many believers in Solomon’s kingdom 

probably felt the same way. You’re some 

of them. What are you unhappy about?

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 11:7, 8; Exodus 20:4.

Solomon chose to build idols around 

the kingdom in honor of the foreign 

gods his wives worshiped. God had a 

law about making idols. You’re in favor 

of living by God’s law. How do you feel 

about what Solomon is doing?

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 11:9-12; Exodus 20:5, 6.

Solomon joined his wives in worshiping 

the idols he built. God had warned about 

that. You try to live by God’s law. How do 

the king’s actions make you feel?

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 9:10-14.

You live in the city of Cabul, and you’ve 

just heard the news. King Solomon gave 

you away. What do you think about that? 

What did King Hiram think about it?

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 5:13-18; 9:15-23.

Solomon wants to build grand buildings 

throughout the land. You have to work 

on his projects. How does that make you 

feel?

“We’re sick of King Solomon  

because . . .”

Read 1 Kings 4:7, 22-24, 27, 28; 5:13, 14; 

9:22.

It costs a lot of money to be king, espe

cially if you’re King Solomon and only 

the best will do.

It’s your district’s month to pay taxes. 

Here’s what you owe each day for a 

month: 195 bushels of fine flour, 390 

bushels of meal, 10 fat oxen, 20 pasture

fed cows, 100 sheep and goats, and deer, 

gazelles, roebucks, and choice fowl. What 

do you think about that?

The Jewish people became so filled 
with anger toward King Solomon 
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that after he died, they didn’t even 
want any of his sons to rule over 
them. The great nation of Israel split 
into two kingdoms. That marked the 
beginning of the end for the once 
strong and powerful nation that had 
been set apart to be God’s chosen 
people on this earth.

The northern kingdom split off 
and called itself Israel; the southern 
kingdom split off and called itself 
Judah. Each kingdom had its own 
king, and its own way of doing 
things. Sometimes the people didn’t 
even get along with each other!

It didn’t take long before the 
enemies of Israel and Judah realized 
that the strong nation of God’s cho-
sen people was divided. How do you 
think this news affected the enemies’ 
future plans?

Allow the class to brainstorm the possible 

reactions of the enemies. If necessary, use 

the chalkboard to illustrate the advan

tages for an opponent in attacking a 

divided group rather than a united one.

You’re right! When a group of peo-
ple stand strong together and remain 
faithful to what they believe, in, their 
enemies can’t conquer them. But if 
they fight among themselves and for-
get what they really believe it’s just a 
matter of time before they lose their 
strength and fall prey to their enemies!

Our fifth-grade Bible curriculum 
begins with a divided nation of God 
that had been conquered by its ene-
mies, the Babylonians. The Jews were 
exiled to Babylon. In other words, 
they were taken captive and forced 
to be slaves in Babylon. It was a truly 
horrible time for the people that 
God loved so much. Yet, before we 
can begin learning about how God 
brought them back to be one strong 
and powerful united nation again, 
we have to understand just how they 
became divided and conquered.

Our memory verse this week gives 
some of the best advice in the whole 
Bible.

Recite Proverbs 3:5, 6, “Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your 

paths straight.”

Be sure to emphasize and explain the 

meaning of the word acknowledge.

If we will obey God and the com-
mandments He has for us, our lives 
will be blessed.

Let’s put these verses into action. 
Let’s worship the Lord, and tell Him 
how important He is to us.

Sing the lesson songs.

Send parent letters home.

nOTEs—preparation for the 
week Ahead

year project—Fifth Grade
My Broken Pieces Journal may be 

used as a yearlong project for fifth 
graders. It includes the memory 
work for the fifth grade year and is 
designed to be assembled as a small 
book (flip chart) where students will 
be able to journal their thoughts and 
choices that they make throughout 
their fifth grade study.

The actual project begins in the 
second week of study. You may want 
to recruit some parent volunteers or 
teacher aides to help during the class 
session.

The book assembling can be done 
for the entire year project or it can be 
done by quarters.

 End Lesson
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scrIpTurE TExT
Selections from Exodus and 

2 Chronicles

mEmOry VErsEs 
prOVErBs 3:5, 6

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.”

spEcIFIc OBjEcTIVEs
• Locate Bible passages and discover 

how the people of Israel broke the Ten 

Commandments.

• Illustrate the events found in their 

Bible passages.

• Practice memory verses with hand 

signals.

• Sing the lesson songs.

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHnIQuE

Memory Verse Motions.

mATErIAls AnD prEp
❏ Roll paper

❏ Enlarged History of Israel puzzle pieces 

(CD-ROM) for bulletin board

❏ Here’s the Scoop Cards(CD-ROM) 

attached to the corresponding History 

of Israel puzzle pieces

QuIck OVErVIEw
1. Divide the class into groups.

2. Give each group a History of Israel 

puzzle piece and corresponding Here’s 

the Scoop Cards. Instruct the students 

to locate the Scripture reference(s) 

and plan an illustration of the events 

described in the Bible passage.

3. Teach the memory verse using motions.

4. Sing the lesson songs.

Start Lesson

InTrODucTIOn
Prepare your History of Israel puzzle 

before class time. There are 11 puzzle 

pieces in total.

1. Cut out a piece of roll paper that fits 

your History of Israel bulletin board.

2. Use the History of Israel puzzle pattern 

and printed text (CDROM) for copy

ing and enlarging the puzzle pieces.

3. Cut out the puzzle pieces.

4. Turn the center puzzle piece over and 

write “God’s Chosen People.”

5. The following should be written on 

the ten remaining puzzle pieces. One 

commandment per puzzle piece. 

 [1]  Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy.

 [2] You shall not steal.

 [3]  Honor your father and your mother.

 [4]  You shall have no other gods 

before me.

 [5]  You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbor.

 [6] You shall not covet.

 [7] You shall not commit adultery.

 [8]  You shall not misuse the name of 

the Lord your God.

 [9] You shall not murder.

 [10]  You shall not make for yourself an 

idol.

Look at the sizes of these puzzle 
pieces! This puzzle represents God’s 
chosen people, the people of Israel. 
Today we call these people the Jewish 
people or the Jews.

Place the puzzle pieces in a readily avail

able spot because you will be holding 

them up one at a time and reading the 

Commandments printed on them. The 

pieces do not need to be read in any 

particular order.

Each one of these puzzle pieces lists 
one of the Ten Commandments. How 
did the chosen or special people of God, 
receive the Ten Commandments?

Allow the children to respond. Then pro

ceed to review the receiving of the Ten 

Commandments at Mt. Sinai by Moses, 

in Exodus 19:16–20:17 (Helping Teachers 

With the Word on CDROM).

God gave His people the Ten 
Commandments because He wanted 
them to be different. God wanted 
them to stand out from all the other 
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people on the earth. He wanted 
them to be an example (or testimony) 
and teach the whole world about 
Jehovah God. Listen to what God 
said to Abraham when He promised 
Abraham that he would be the father 
of a great nation.

Read Genesis 12:2, 3.

God intended the Jews to be His 
examples of righteous living on earth. 
The Ten Commandments were given 
by God to His people to live by so 
they could be God’s witnesses.

As long as God’s people were obey-
ing the Ten Commandments, God 
blessed their lives. They grew to be a 
very powerful nation. God gave them 
a beautiful land flowing with milk 
and honey just as He promised. The 
people of Israel had mighty kings 
who fought incredible battles. God 
helped them every step of the way, 
but something went wrong as the 
years went by.

The people of Israel began to for-
get about the God who had led them 
out of Egypt and into their promised 
land. They broke every one of the 
Ten Commandments, and eventually 
they went from a mighty nation to 
a conquered people. It is quite a sad 
story. This week we will review how 
it happened.

In order to piece the puzzle of 
Israel’s history together, we are 
going to work in teams and look up 
Scripture verses for each one of these 
Commandments. After your team 

reads the Scripture, draw a picture on 
the puzzle piece that explains what 
Israel did to break the Command-
ment. Be ready to share with the rest 
of the class what your team discovered 
about the consequences that result 
when people choose to disobey God.

Let’s display the center puzzle 
piece.

Tack the center puzzle piece with the 

memory verse to the center of your  

bulletin board. Do not place any of the 

other puzzle pieces around it.

THE lEssOn
We are going to go back all the way 

to the beginning of the covenant given 
to Moses in the Ten Commandments.

Remind the class that a covenant is an 

agreement.

God promised to bless the 
people of Israel if they would fol-
low His Commandments. Let’s dis-
cover just what happened to those 
Commandments.

Follow this procedure:

1. Divide the students into ten groups 

and distribute a History of Israel puzzle 

piece and one Scoop Sheet to each 

group.

2. After the groups have read the 

Scripture(s) and discussed the ques

tions on the Here’s the Scoop Cards, 

have the student groups brainstorm 

an idea for a drawing that will convey 

the contents of the Bible passage 

they’ve researched.

3. Have them sketch their drawing light

ly on their puzzle piece in pencil.

4. Move around the room as the chil

dren are locating their Scriptures and 
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planning their illustrations. It might 

be a good idea to approve their ideas 

for their drawings before they begin 

sketching. This way, you’ll be sure they 

have grasped the events described in 

their passage of Scripture.

Tomorrow you will have an oppor-
tunity to complete your drawing and 
share the information you found in 
your Bible research. You will also 
have a few minutes to tell the rest of 
the class what your pictures represent 
and how the Commandment of God 
was broken.

mEmOry VErsE 
TEcHnIQuE

Our memory verses this week are 
two of the most important in the 
entire Bible.

If you will make the kinds of 
choices that acknowledge God as the 
Lord of your life, then the path you 
walk in life will be straight. To help 
you learn these verses, we are going 
to play a motion game.

Go to the next page of your teacher 

book for memory verse instructions.

This verse is the key to living a life 
filled with the blessings of God.

We are told to acknowledge God 
in all ways, not just some ways. This 
means everything we do and say 
should please the Lord. Everything is 
an act of worship.

Close the lesson by singing.

� End Lesson
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sOnG suGGEsTIOns  
FOr FIFTH GrADE  
(lyrics on cD-rOm)

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (Sheet 5-1-6)
A Mighty Fortress is Our God (Sheet 5a, 5b)
Amazing Grace (Sheet 5-3-6)
Amazing Grace (Sheet 6)
As The Deer
Cry of My Heart
Great and Mighty Is He
Grow in Grace (Sheet 1a, 1b)
His Name Is Wonderful
How Majestic Is Your Name
It Is Well With My Soul (Sheet 5-2-1)
It Is Well With My Soul (Sheet 7a, 7b)
Just As I Am (Sheet 5-4-3)
Just As I Am (Sheet 8)
Lock-Jawed Lions (Sheet 4a, 4b)
No Fear
Rock of Ages (Sheet 5-4-7)
Rock of Ages (Sheet 9a, 9b)
Run, Run, Run-Run the Race
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Sheet 3a, 3b)
Silent Night! Holy Night (Sheet 10a, 10b)
Silent Night! Holy Night! (Sheet 5-3-2)
Stand on the Rock
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus (Sheet 5-1-3)
Take My Life and Let It Be (Sheet 11)
Take My Life and Let It Be (Sheet 5-2-6)
The Fruit of the Spirit
Trust in the Lord (Sheet 2a, 2b)
Walkin’ By Faith and Not By Sight
We Shine for Jesus
We Walk By Faith
What a Friend We Have in Jesus (Sheet 12a, 12b)
What a Friend We Have in Jesus (Sheet 5-2-3)

music
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Follow this procedure:

1. Instruct the students to sit in a circle. 

The teacher is the leader.

2. Repeat each word out loud and do 

the following motions when you say 

each word.

 In  Cup one hand and place the fin

gers of the other hand inside.

 all  Spread both hands out and point 

to all in the circle.

 your  Point to your neighbor.

 ways  Slice the air into sections with 

your right hand.

 acknowledge  Bow down.

 him  Point to Heaven and lock your 

forefingers together.

 and He  Point to Heaven.

 will  Pretend to be writing something 

down.

 make  Pretend to be kneading bread.

 your  Point to your neighbor.

 paths  Point to the ground.

 straight  Draw a straight line from 

over your head to the floor.

 Note: This is only part of this week’s 

memory verses. You may wish to do 

hand motions for verse 5 also.

3. Once the students are able to follow 

your motions for the verse, have one 

child start the verse by motioning the 

first word, then the child beside him 

or her continues the verse by motion

ing the next word and so on until the 

verse travels around the circle several 

times.
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scrIpTurE TExT
Selections from Exodus and 

2 Chronicles

mEmOry VErsEs 
prOVErBs 3:5, 6

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.”

spEcIFIc OBjEcTIVEs
• Explain the pictures depicting the 

breaking of the Ten Commandments.

• Discuss the results of breaking God’s 

covenant.

• Assemble the History of Israel’s bulletin 

board puzzle. 

• Sing the lesson songs.

mATErIAls AnD prEp
❏ History of Israel bulletin board puzzle 

pieces (CD-ROM)

❏ Tacks or staples

QuIck OVErVIEw
1. Place the children in yesterday’s 

groups to complete drawing activity.

2. By group, review the ways in which 

the people of Israel broke the Ten 

Commandments.

3. Discuss the Israelites’ bad situation.

Start Lesson

InTrODucTIOn
Yesterday we worked in small 

groups to discuss some of the ways in 
which the people of Israel broke the 
Ten Commandments.

As you complete this group activ-
ity, remember to be prepared to 
explain the significance of your pic-
tures to the rest of the class.

Give the groups some time to finish 

their pictures.

THE lEssOn
God waited for over one thousand 

years before He finally allowed Israel 
and Judah’s enemies to conquer the 
holy city of Jerusalem. It broke God’s 
heart to see His beloved people suf-
fer. Sometimes we forget how very 
much God’s people made Him suffer! 
They totally ignored all the wonder-
ful things God did for them. We are 
going to see now just what God’s 
people did to Him when they made 
the terrible choice to disobey the 
Commandments He gave them.

Follow this procedure:

1. Use the Teacher’s Key as a guide as 

you discuss the events of each broken 

Commandment story.

2. Following your key, call on the groups 

in order of the Commandment they 

completed. Have them bring their 

puzzle piece with them.

3. After each group has had a chance to 

retell its story, reread the Command

ment that has been broken. Remind 

the children about these key events, 

people, and places. The idea behind 

this activity is to give the children the 

big picture of the repeatedly broken 

covenant relationship between God 

and His people.

4. Take each group’s puzzle piece when 

they are finished reporting, and place 

it drawingsideup on the bulletin 

board in a haphazard fashion.

 Try to have most of the pieces touch

ing the center puzzle piece at some 

point, if possible.

 Emphasize that God has been deeply 

hurt by His people throughout time, 

and that all He wanted was obedience.

History of Israel bulletin 
board puzzle and  
Here’s the scoop Activity

#1: Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy.

1. What are God’s instructions for 
keeping the Sabbath day holy? 
(Exodus 16:22-30) Worship God, 
rest, do not work.

2. Is keeping the Sabbath day holy 
one way other people could tell 
that Israel was God’s chosen peo-
ple? (Exodus 31:16, 17) Yes, it is a 
mark of covenant-keepers.

3. Did the people of Israel keep the 
Sabbath? What does the prophet 
Jeremiah say about it? (Jeremiah 
17:21-23) Jeremiah said there was 
too much work in their city on the 
Sabbath and that they had stub-
bornly disobeyed God.
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#2: You shall not make for yourself 
an idol. Locate Exodus 32 and read 
the entire chapter.

1. What did the people do when 
Moses was gone for such a long 
time? They began to worry and 
thought Moses had died.

2. What did Aaron make for them? 
A new god they could worship.

3. How did this make God feel? God 
became very angry.

4. What did God do? He punished 
the people.

5. What did Moses do? Begged God 
to forgive the people.

#3: You shall not steal.

1. What kind of a ban or rule was 
on the valuable treasures found in 
Jericho? (Joshua 6:18, 19) They 
were not to touch the gold or silver, 
but put it into the treasury of the 
Lord.

Read Joshua 7 and answer these ques-
tions:

2. What did Achan do? He stole some 
of the treasure and buried it outside 
of his tent.

3. What happened when the people 
of Israel tried to conquer their ene-
mies? God did not bless their battle; 
they were conquered and had to flee.

4. What did Joshua do when he 
found out what Achan had done? 
He made him confess, return the 
items, and he had Achan and his 
family stoned to death by the people 
of Israel.

#4: Honor your father and your 
mother. Read 1 Samuel 8:1-9 and 
answer these questions:

1. What were Samuel’s sons like? 
They were disobedient and wicked. 
They used their priestly position to 
take advantage of people.

2. Did they honor their father and 
mother by doing the things they 
had been taught? No. They were an 
embarrassment to Samuel.

3. How did the people of Israel feel 
about Samuel’s sons? They did not 
trust them or want them to succeed 
Samuel’s rule.

4. Who did the people of Israel want 
to rule over them? They wanted a 
king like the other nations around 
them had.

5. What did God tell them about 
that idea? God wanted to be the 
King over them and speak to them 
through His prophets. God warned 
them that a king would take advan-
tage of them and rule them harshly.

#5: You shall not murder. Read 
2 Samuel 11 and answer these ques-
tions:

1. Who was Bathsheba? A married 
woman that King David wanted.

2. Why did David want her hus-
band, Uriah, to be killed? Because 
David wanted to marry Bathsheba.

3. How did David plan Uriah’s mur-
der? Sent him to the front lines of 
the battle so he would be killed first.

4. What happened to Uriah? He was 
killed in battle.

#6: You shall not covet.

1. Who was Solomon? (1 Kings 
4:29-34) The son of King David 
and the new king over Israel. He 
was very wise.

2. What things did Solomon covet 
as his kingdom grew? (1 Kings 
10:14–11:1) Gold and silver, pal-
aces, animals, clothing, chariots, and 
foreign women.

3. How did he get people to help 
him build his fancy houses and 
the temple? (1 Kings 5:13, 14) He 
was very rich, and he enslaved the 
people of Israel and forced them to 
work on his projects.

4. What did Solomon do that made 
God very angry? (1 Kings 11:9-
11) He began to worship idols.

5. How did the people feel about 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam being  
the next king to rule over them?  
(1 Kings 12:1-17) They asked him if 
he would be as harsh and as greedy as 
his father, King Solomon. Rehoboam 
said he would be worse, so the people 
of Israel split off to the north and the 
people of Judah split off to the south.

6. Why do you think the people didn’t 
want to be ruled by Solomon’s son? 
Solomon had treated them badly, 
and his son promised to be worse.

#7: You shall have no other gods 
before me. Read the story of Elijah 
and the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 
18:16-46, then answer these questions:

1. To what did Elijah the prophet 
challenge King Ahab? A showdown 
of the power of Jehovah God versus 
the power of Baal.
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2. What did Elijah do? He doused 
the altar with water and called fire 
down from Heaven.

3. What did God do? Consumed the 
altar with fire.

4. What happened to the prophets of 
Baal? They were all killed.

5. Who won the contest? God.

#8: You shall not commit adultery.

1. Whom did God tell the prophet 
Hosea to marry? (Hosea 1:2, 3) 
Gomer, the harlot.

2. Married people promise to be 
faithful to each other when they 
are married. Some married people 
are not faithful to their mates. A 
harlot is a woman who sleeps with 
other men even if she is married 
to someone else. This is called 
adultery. Why did God tell His 
prophet Hosea to take Gomer 
back? (Hosea 3:1-5) Because God 
wanted to show the people of Israel 
that He would take them back too, 
if they would repent.

3. Did God feel like Hosea felt? Was 
Israel like a wife to God? (Hosea 
4:1-4) Yes. Israel was God’s precious 
one, just as a wife is precious to her 
husband.

4. Did Israel leave God and wor-
ship other gods just like a harlot 
leaves her husband and goes off 
with other men? Yes, God felt like 
the abandoned husband when Israel 
worshiped other gods.

5. What happens to people who 
leave God? (Hosea 2:12, 13) Their 
lives are ruined.

#9: You shall not give false testi-
mony against your neighbor. Read 
Jeremiah 23:25-35 and answer these 
questions:

1. What were the false prophets say-
ing that made God so angry? They 
were making up visions and dreams 
for their own personal gain. God 
never called these prophets to speak 
for Him at all.

2. Were God’s people listening to 
these lying prophets? Yes, and they 
were doing things God did not want 
His people to do.

3. How does God feel about people 
who tell lies? He hates it.

4. What did God say He would do 
to these prophets who told lies 
about God and made the people 
do evil things? God said He would 
destroy them and everyone who lis-
tened to them.

#10: You shall not misuse the name 
of the Lord your God. Read Jeremiah 
36, and answer these questions:

1. Did King Jehoiakim think the 
words of God spoken by His 
prophet Jeremiah were very impor-
tant? No, he wanted to ignore them.

2. What did Jeremiah write? God told 
him to write down in a book warn-
ings for the people of Judah to repent 
and return to God.

3. What did King Jehoiakim do with 
the book of warnings from God 
that Jeremiah wrote? He burned it 
in the fire.

4. Did Jehoiakim honor the name of 
God? Not at all. He honored only 
himself. He was an egotistical king.

Look at these puzzle pieces on our 
bulletin board! They don’t fit together 
at all! They don’t even make a picture. 
This is not the picture God wanted 
for His people. God never wanted His 
beloved people to be conquered by 
their enemies and carried off as slaves 
to work in a foreign land, but it hap-
pened. Jerusalem was destroyed by the 
Babylonians in 586 b.c.

Tomorrow we will learn a way the 
people of Israel could have kept them-
selves together and made the puzzle of 
their lives fit into a beautiful picture 
that would have honored God.
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Looking Ahead to 5-1-1
Next week you and your students will learn about Joni Eareckson Tada and her life and 
faith struggles after a diving accident. To learn more about Joni and what she is doing 
today, and how you might get involved in Joni’s ministry of hope, visit her web page at 
www.joniandfriends.org or write:

Joni and Friends
P.O. Box 3333

Agoura Hills, CA 91301

85654�BC�5T�5-1-1-rk.indd���20 4/23/08���12:54:06�PM



FiFTH GRaDe ■ FIrsT QuArTEr: GOD’s FAITHFul pEOplE In nEw surrOunDInGs ■ Lesson 1 PaGe 21 

scrIpTurE TExT
Selections from Exodus and 

2 Chronicles

mEmOry VErsEs 
prOVErBs 3:5, 6

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.”

spEcIFIc OBjEcTIVEs
• Reassemble the History of Israel puzzle 

pieces.

• Students will draw ways in which they 

can keep God’s Commandments.

• Discuss the importance of keeping 

God in the center of their lives.

• Optional: Sing the lesson songs.

mATErIAls AnD prEp
❏ History of Israel Puzzle/Ten 

Commandments Puzzle activity 

(Activity Pad, page 3)

❏ Crayons or markers

QuIck OVErVIEw
1. Comment on the History of Israel 

bulletin board puzzle’s appearance 

and lead a class discussion about 

Israel’s poor choices.

2. Distribute the History of Israel Puzzle 

Activity (Activity Pad) and give 

directions.

3. Have the children share the contents 

of their History of Israel  Puzzle Activity.

4. Sing the lesson songs.

5. Close in a prayer of dedication.

Start Lesson

InTrODucTIOn
Begin this lesson time by staring in dis

may at the History of Israel puzzle that is 

tacked all over your bulletin board.

Look at this mess (mixed-up puzzle 
pieces on the bulletin board)! These are 
pictures of the things God’s chosen 
people did to break the covenant 
God established with them back 
at Mt. Sinai when He gave Moses 
the Ten Commandments. How did 
things finally end up for the people 
of Israel after they split into the 
northern kingdom called Israel and 
the southern kingdom called Judah?

Allow the class to respond. Encourage 

them to recall the following:

• The people of Israel forgot to put God 

first.

• They had wicked kings.

• Their enemies were able to conquer 

them because they were not united 

and not dedicated to God any longer.

What do you suppose we could do to 
put this puzzle back together again?

Have the class suggest techniques for 

reassembling the puzzle.

I think we should begin with the 
center puzzle piece. It is very much 
like the center of our lives or our 
hearts. If our hearts are in the right 
place, then the rest of our choices are 
likely to be blessed by God.

Take the center puzzle piece and turn 

it over to read: “Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowl-

edge him, and he will make your paths 

straight” (Proverbs 3:5, 6).

God can forgive us when we are 
truly sorry for breaking His covenant 
or disobeying His commands. The 
Bible teaches us that we are for-
given because Jesus died to wipe all 
our sins away. We have new lives as 
Christians. We have another chance 
to become God’s chosen people.

The center of this puzzle is the 
same for us as it was for God’s 
beloved people of Israel. We should 
still live our lives to make choices 
that will honor God in everything we 
say, think, and do.

In all our ways we should acknowl-
edge, or honor, God, and then the path 
of our lives will be straight and not 
full of sinful choices that will only 
bring misery.

Take the first puzzle piece and turn it 

over so that the Commandment is facing 

the class. Place it on the puzzle so that it 

connects to the center puzzle piece.

Look at that! If we turn away from 
our sins, the puzzle of our lives will 
fit together! Let’s look at each one of 
these Commandments and see if we 
can make them fit, once we acknowl-
edge God as the one who will show 
us what choices to make in our lives.

Take each piece of the puzzle, turn the 

sinful pictures around, say the Com

mandment as a class, then make it fit the 

center piece. Do this until all the puzzle 

fits together with the Ten Command

ments surrounding the memory verse.
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session

BOlD
cHOIcEs4 “Trust in the 

Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on 

your own understanding; 
in all your ways acknowl

edge him, and he will 
make your paths 

straight.”
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 PaGe 22 BIBlIcAl cHOIcEs FOr A nEw GEnErATIOn

THE lEssOn
Distribute the History of Israel Puzzle 

Activity (Activity Pad).

This week we have learned that 
God was very patient with His peo-
ple. He wanted their love and their 
obedience; but they were stubborn 
and hurt God deeply, so deeply that 
they were conquered by their enemies 
when God removed His protection 
from their lives.

We serve the same God that the 
people of Israel served. He loves each 
one of us so much that He came to 
earth in the form of Jesus Christ to 

take the punishment for our sins. 
Because we know the price that Jesus 
paid on the cross for us, we should be 
all the more careful with the choices 
we make.

Jesus said He came not to abol-
ish the Law or the Prophets; but to 
fulfill them. God still wants us to 
be a special people who stand out 
in the world and show others how 
to worship Jehovah God. The Ten 
Commandments are for us, too.

Follow this procedure:

Take a few moments to write or draw on 

the backside of the puzzle worksheet 

ways in which you will try to obey each 

one of the Ten Commandments.

Give the children some ideas of pictures 

they might draw: doing chores to honor 

parents, going to church to honor God, not 

letting friends or material things become 

more important than God, reading the 

Bible, etc.

After most of the children have drawn 

pictures in several of the Command

ment puzzle pieces, begin the discussion 

of how we go about making choices to 

keep God’s commands. Stress the fact 

that we make a conscious choice to 

honor God, and our minds come into 

our faith development as much as our 

hearts do.

This fifth grade year will be filled 
with exciting stories about how God 
brings His beloved people of Israel 
back into their promised land. Yes, 
God does forgive them and gives 
them another chance. They rebuild 
Jerusalem and once again return 
to being the strong, faithful people 
before the God who led them out of 
Egypt. They had some painful les-
sons to learn before they got to come 
home. People like Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Esther, Nehemiah, and others will 
teach God’s people many things 
about being faithful and making 
choices in their lives that honor Him.

Let’s make the choice to honor 
God in our lives this year. Let’s 
acknowledge Him in all we do, and 
He will make our paths straight.

Close the lesson in a prayer time and 

sing the lesson songs.

End Lesson
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