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Introduction

Big Book of Bible Story Coloring Pages for Early
Childhood includes Bible story pictures, application
pictures, and memory verse pictures that correlate to the
most popular Bible lessons for young children.

A Bible story coloring page provides a quick and easy
way to introduce a Bible story or help children review
the story. Most of the application coloring pages feature
modern-day children and will help young learners take
the Bible lesson home. The memory verse coloring
pages use simple and shortened verses that young
children can easily remember and use.

Young children are still developing their fine motor skills.
Their drawings are more like scribbles because they

are experimenting with crayons on paper rather than
working toward a finished piece. Many young children
are not capable of coloring within the lines or filling in
every space on the page. Encourage children to keep
exploring as you help them have fun “coloring” and
learning about Bible things.

Guided conversation is important in making any activ-

ity a Bible-learning activity. Use conversation about the
coloring page the child is working on to focus the child’s
thoughts on retelling the Bible story, naming ways to
follow the example in the picture, or remembering helpful
Bible words.

While a simple coloring activity is fun for many young
children, consider making it part of a more active
learning experience. The following pages suggest
ways to use coloring pages in age-appropriate learning
activities for young children.

Big Book of Bible Story

Coloring Pages for Early Childhood

© David C Cook. Permission granted to photocopy for ministry purposes only,

7



Bible Learning

Activities with

Coloring Pages

More Than Just Crayons

Fat crayons for the very youngest artist are a great
choice. Also consider providing sidewalk chalk. To use
finger paints, copy the coloring pages on coated paper
so the paint won’t absorb into the paper quickly and the
child has time to be creative.

Touch and Feel Pictures

Copy the coloring page and mount each child’s page
on poster board or tagboard. Provide one or more of the
following items for children to glue to their pictures: rice,
beans, cotton, glitter, fabric, felt, popped popcorn.

Dry Rice Pictures

You will need four cups uncooked rice, food coloring
(red, green, blue, yellow), plastic bags, wax paper, four
bowls, poster board or tagboard, glue. Put five drops of
food coloring in each bag. Add one cup of rice to each
bag. Seal and shake the bag to coat the rice. Pour the
dyed rice onto wax paper and allow it to dry. Put dried
rice into bowls. Copy a coloring page for each child and
mount each one on poster board or tagboard. Children
glue the dyed rice to their coloring pages.

Classroom Big Book

Use a large piece of poster board for each page of the
book. Allow children to choose what kind of a book to
make, or provide each child a coloring page based on
your teaching theme. Give children time to color their
pages, and then mount one page on each piece of poster
board. Ask each child to dictate a sentence or two for his
or her page in the book. Print the child’s dictation under
the picture and let the child finish the page with a border,
stickers, or fun designs. Put the big book together with
three large rings. Have fun reading the book together.

Big Book of Bible Story

Coloring Pages for Early Childhood

© David C Cook. Permission granted to photocopy for ministry purposes only.
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Thematic Bulletin Board

Choose coloring pages based on a teaching theme.

(See the index for Bible themes.) Let the children color
the pages and add them to a bulletin board with an
appropriate title. Consider cutting off the caption of

the coloring page and allowing each child to dictate a
sentence about the picture. Take pictures of your students
and display each child’s picture and name beside his or
her coloring page. A bulletin board mounted low on the
wall would be ideal for this activity.

Bible Lesson Visual

Choose a coloring page that illustrates a story or
application you want to teach. Enlarge the picture and
enlist the help of older children to color it appropriately.
Mount it and cover it with clear adhesive covering.

Use the picture to introduce or review a story, or use



the picture to talk about the lesson application. It will
be sturdy enough for young children to hold and pass
around the story circle.

Personal Coloring Books

Choose coloring pages based on the theme you are
teaching. Copy about ten different pages for each child.
Make each child a personal coloring book: use staples,
yarn, or folders to keep the pages together. Let the
children take their books home and encourage family
coloring fun and Bible learning at home.

Memory Verse Poster

Choose an appropriate Bible verse coloring page and
make a copy for each child. Let each child color the
verse page and then mount the page on construction
paper. Adding borders of popped popcorn, stickers, or
fingerprints make the posters fun! Encourage children
(and parents) to hang the poster in the child’s room or
play area.

Puzzles

Copy, color, and mount on tagboard a coloring page that
correlates to your teaching theme. Depending on the age
of your students, cut the page into puzzle pieces (4-6
pieces for the youngest, 10-12 pieces for older children).

Keep the pieces in a large resealable bag with an uncut
coloring page. Many children will enjoy placing the pieces
on the uncut page; others will want to work the puzzle
without the uncut page.

Place Mats

For special days and holidays, children can make

place mats with coloring pages. Choose an appropriate
picture to copy for each child. Pictures of creation work
well for Thanksgiving, pictures of Jesus’ birth certainly
work for Christmas, and pictures of mothers or fathers
with children work for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.
After children have colored their pages, mount each on
a large sheet of construction paper, leaving room on one
side for writing. Allow each child to dictate a sentence
about the picture. Print the child’s sentence on his or her
construction paper. (Examples: We celebrate Christmas
because Jesus was born. Thank you, God, for fruit.
Thank you, God, for

my mother.) After

children finish deco-

rating their place

mats, cover them

with clear adhesive

covering.

Prayer Time
Choose color-

ing pages that
correlate to your
teaching theme,
or choose color-
ing pages that
show a variety of
things that show
God’s care. Display the pages and use them to focus
the children’s thoughts for prayer time. You might say:
“This picture shows something that God made. Thank
you, God, for fruit. Ethan, what would you like to thank
God for this morning?” Or, “This picture shows a way
that God cares for us. Megan, how does God care for
you? Let’s thank God right now.”

Big Book of Bible Story

Coloring Pages for Early Childhood

© David C Cook. Permission granted to photocopy for ministry purposes only.




Act It Out

Choose coloring pages that illustrate ways to help others.
Display one page on each wall of the room. Travel with
your children to the first wall. Talk about the picture, and
then ask everyone to act it out with a friend. Continue
traveling around the room and acting out each picture.

Beanbag Game

Tape together four to eight coloring pages that correlate
to stories the children have learned. Place the grouped
pictures on the floor. Give each child a turn to throw a
bean bag at one of the pages and tell something about
that Bible story.

Christmas Ornament

Copy the coloring page of baby Jesus for each child.
Reduce as necessary to make sure the picture will fit

on a margarine tub lid. Let the children color the picture
and glue it to a margarine lid. Punch a hole in the lid and
attach a gold cord. Put green or red construction paper
or felt on the other side of the lid. Older children may
want to add glitter around the edge of the ornament.

Big Book of Bible Story

10  Coloring Pages for Early Childhood

© David C Cook. Permission granted to photocopy for ministry purposes only.

Mail It Home

For absentees or for a fun way to contact visitors,

mail the coloring pages home with a note to the child.
Children love to get mail, especially mail with a special
activity to complete.

Matching Game

Choose a coloring page that correlates to the Bible les-
son. Color one copy of the page and leave one copy un-
colored. Attach the uncolored page to one side of a file
folder. On the other side, make a pocket large enough
to hold cutouts from the colored page. Cut objects and
people from the colored page and put them into the
pocket. Children will have fun pulling out an object and
matching it to the same object on the uncolored page.
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God made fish and birds.
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Fall Year 1
* God Made the Sky and Earth (pp. 11-12)

* God Made Fish and Birds (pp. 13-14)

* God Made Animals (pp. 15-16)

* God Made People (pp. 19-20)

* Noah Builds a Boat (pp. 27-28)

* Noah and the Flood (pp. 29-30)

 Abram Moves (pp. 31-32)

* Abram and Lot (pp. 33-34)

* Abraham and Sarah Have a Baby (pp. 35-36)
* Joseph as a Boy (pp. 37-38)

* Joseph Serves God All His Life (pp. 39-40)
» Samuel as a Boy (pp. 63-64)

» Samuel Serves God All His Life (pp. 65-66)

Winter Year 1
 An Angel Announces Jesus’ Birth (pp. 115-116)

* Jesus Is Born (pp. 119-120)

* Shepherds Visit Jesus (pp. 125-126)

« Simeon and Anna See Jesus (pp. 127-128)
» Wise Men Worship Jesus (pp. 131-132)

* Jesus as a Boy (pp. 133-134)

* Jesus Is Baptized (pp. 135-136)

« Jesus Is Tempted (pp. 137-138)

« Jesus Begins to Teach (pp. 145-146)

* Jesus and the Children (pp. 185-186)

* Jesus and Matthew (pp. 151-152)

* Jesus and a Woman from Samaria (pp. 141-142)
* Jesus and Zacchaeus (pp. 189-190)

Spring Year 1
* Triumphal Entry: People Praise Jesus (pp. 193—-194)

* Resurrection Sunday: Jesus Lives! (pp. 197-198)
» Jesus Heals an Official’s Son (pp. 143-144)
* Jesus Heals a Man Who Could Not Walk (pp. 149-150)

« Jesus Heals the Soldier’s Servant (pp. 157-158)
« Jesus Brings a Young Man Back to Life (pp. 159-160)
* Jesus Walks on Water (pp. 167-168)

« Jesus Heals a Man Who Could Not Hear or Speak
(pp. 169-170)

* Peter Preaches about Jesus (pp. 199-200)

* Peter and John at the Temple (pp. 203-204)

* Philip Tells about Jesus (pp. 205-206)

* Peter and Tabitha (pp. 209-210)

* The Church Prays for Peter in Prison (pp. 211-212)

Summer Year 1
« David Plays for Saul (pp. 67-68)

* David Meets Goliath (pp. 69-70)

* David and Jonathan (pp. 71-72)

« David and Mephibosheth (pp. 73-74)

* David Sings to God (pp. 75-76)

* Solomon Prays to Know What Is Right (pp. 77-78)
* Solomon Builds the Temple (pp. 79-80)

« Jehoshaphat Asks for God’s Help (pp. 99-100)
* Josiah Reads God’s Word (pp. 97-98)

* Elisha and a Widow’s Qil (pp. 89-90)

* Elisha and a Shunammite Family (pp. 91-92)

« Elisha and the Shunammite’s Son (pp. 93-94)
* Elisha and Naaman (pp. 95-96)

BIBLE Memory

Fall Year 1

* Unit 1: Genesis 1:1 (p. 219)

* Unit 2: Genesis 17:1 (p. 220)
Winter Year 1

* Unit 1: Matthew 2:1-2 (p. 230)
* Unit 2: Luke 2:52 (p. 234)

* Unit 3: 1 John 4:7 (p. 237)

Spring Year 1
* Unit 1: Psalm 147:5 (p. 228)
* Unit 2: Acts 5:42 (p. 236)

Big Book of Bible Story

Colorlng Pages for Early Childhood 239

© David C Cook. Permission granted to photocopy for ministry purposes only,






