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If you are the children’s director or
coordinator of KidsTime, follow the above steps and add
two more!

1. Pay special attention to “Getting and Keeping the Very Best Staff”
on pages 22-23. Remember to start recruiting early—several months
before KidsTime begins.

2. Read “Questions and Answers for a Terrific Program” on pages 24-
26 for tips on how to distribute and store curriculum, eye-catching deco-
rating ideas and more!

A few
kids, one

leader

Several 

kids, more

than one

teacher

Lots of

kids, several

teachers, a 

director or

coordinator

If you teach alone, follow these simple steps to
lead your class in a big picture look at God’s Word.

1. Read “God’s Big Picture Overview” on page 6 to get a clear view 
of what this course is all about.

2. Look at “Advice and Answers for Schedule Planning” on pages 7-
10; choose the schedule that best fits your situation and decide which
centers you will include.

3. Read the tip articles (pp. 11-21) for each center you will lead, tak-
ing note of the ways you can make each center an effective learning
experience for the kids in your class. 

If you teach with one or more other
teachers, follow the above three steps and add one
more!

Decide if each teacher will lead his or her class in all of the activities or if
each teacher will lead only one activity for groups of students who
rotate between the centers. 
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God’s Big Picture takes you and your students through a majestic gallery of the major characters
and themes of God’s Word! Its chronological approach will give your students an understand-
ing of the Bible as a picture of God’s plan and purposes.

Because children learn in diverse ways, God’s Big Picture is filled with variety to appeal to
kids’ many learning styles. Every lesson includes a terrific kid-involving way to present the Bible
story and an interesting object talk. Students may also participate in several learning centers
involving active games, a palette of creative art activities that will help them express what they
learn and a Worship Center with several options for student involvement (including a music
video). Additionally, younger children are provided with a Bible story coloring page activity
while older students get thought-provoking skits and meaty activities to develop Bible skills.

Because teachers are the heart of any teaching time, God’s Big Picture is especially easy for
teachers to use. Each team member can be given his or her own page for leading any given
session’s activity. Every activity also emphasizes that session’s Big Picture Idea, so every team
member understands the goal of the lesson. In addition, every lesson opens with a commen-
tary taken from the notes of Dr. Henrietta Mears, well-known trainer of Sunday School teachers
and founder of Gospel Light Publications. 

The goal of this course is to generate excitement about the wonderful way God has
revealed Himself to us. When you and your team members are full of eagerness and under-
standing of the lesson at hand, your students will be eager to learn and inspired by every lesson!
As you pray and organize this course to meet the needs of your group, ask God for a sense of
expectancy of what He wants to do during this time and for sensitivity to ways you can be part
of what He desires to accomplish. This may be the most fun you’ve ever had in church! 
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Created by GodCreated by God’s 
Ha dnd
Created by God

dBig Picture Verse 
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you

may have life in his name.” John 20:31

Scripture Background
Psalm 119:89,130

The Bible is one book, one history, one story—His story. The Bible is also a library, 

a collection of diverse kinds of writing. Behind 10,000 events stands God, the builder of 

history, the maker of the ages. Eternity bounds the one side, eternity bounds the other

side, and time is in between. From the origins described in Genesis and the endings in

Revelation, God is working things out. Go down into the minutest detail everywhere and

see that there is one great purpose moving through the ages: the eternal design of the

Almighty God to redeem a wrecked and ruined world.

Many people know the Bible characters and the principal events but are hopelessly 

lost when they are called upon to connect the stories in order. The Bible is one book,

and you cannot read it in bits and pieces and expect to comprehend the magnificence

of divine revelation. You must see it in its completeness. God has taken pains to give a 

progressive revelation, and we should take pains to read it from beginning to end. Don’t

suppose reading little scraps can ever be compensation for doing deep and consecutive

work on the Bible itself. One would scorn to read any other book, even the lightest

novel, in such a haphazard fashion. 

Pick up the “pearls” in the Scriptures and string them into order from Genesis to

Revelation so that you can “think through” the Bible story. Give the Book a chance to 

speak for itself, to make its own impression and to bear its own testimony. You will find a

unity of thought which indicates that one mind inspired the writing of the whole series

of books, that it bears on its face the stamp of its Author and that it is in every sense the

Word of God. 

THE BIG PICTURE

Adapted from What the Bible Is All About by Henrietta C. Mears.

The Bible is God’s true 
story and reading it helps 
us know and love Him.

Lesson 1
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Teacher Materials 
Bible Time Line, drawing materials/equipment.

Student Materials 
Drawing materials.

Tell the Story
Move the Bible Time Line frame to highlight
Picture 1. As you tell each part of the story, draw
each sketch. Students copy your sketches. 

1. Imagine we’ve walked through the door of an art gallery.
We walk through and look at the framed pictures, one after
another. Now we see that each picture tells part of a story,
like pictures on the pages of a storybook. Some pictures are
small, some are large; some are simple, some are fancy. But
every picture tells part of the story. 

2. The Bible, God’s Word, is like that! Its stories are like a
series of pictures. Each picture tells something about who
God is and what He wants us to know. As we learn more, we
understand how each picture is part of God’s story!

3. The very first picture in our gallery tells us how God’s story
begins. Since it’s the biggest, oldest story ever, it begins with
God. God was ALWAYS there! Before there was anything in
the whole universe, God was there. He knew each of us,
loved us and had plans for every one of us, even way back
then. 

4. After God made everything we see around us, He made
people, so He could love them and be loved by them. God
chose certain people to listen to Him and talk with Him.
First, only a few people knew God. Then those people grew
into a big family that grew and grew until it was a huge

What kinds of pictures do
your parents frame? 
Today we’re going to talk
about the biggest picture
and the oldest story ever.

1. Draw a door. 

4. Draw 2 stick figures.

2. Draw one big frame 
from  square and “3”s.

Lesson 1 • Psalm 119:89,130

3. Add “GOD” to frame. Add heart.
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tribe of people, enough people to fill a country! And God
loved these people and took care of them. God sent leaders
to help His people. He also sent kings to lead them and
prophets to tell them His messages. It was all part of 
God’s story. 

5. So that everyone could understand God’s story, He helped
people write it down in just the way He wanted it told. That
way, everyone could read it over and over and get to know
Him better! God helped people write what we call the Old
Testament. It’s the history of God’s people and the family
from which Jesus came. 

6. Later, God helped more people write down the rest of the
story, the New Testament. After Jesus came to earth, four
men wrote about Jesus’ birth and childhood, about how
Jesus helped many people and about what Jesus taught
them. The four men also wrote about how Jesus died on the
cross and how He lives again. 

7. But God’s big story in the Bible doesn’t end there. The
good news of Jesus spread to many places. In every place,
people came together, so they could worship God and learn
about Him. Jesus’ followers wrote letters to help these 
people know more of God’s story. 

8. God gave us the Bible with many people over hundreds
of years writing different parts of God’s story. And it isn’t a
made-up story. No, God’s story is true. And YOU can learn
about how YOU are part of that story, too! This story never
ends because it is God’s story.

5. Draw eyes from 
sideways “D”s.

8. Draw large “U.” Add details to
make face. Kids can finish 

to look like themselves.

6. Write “JESUS.” Add cross.

Add more figures. Add staffs and
crowns to some. 

Get the Big Picture
What part of the Bible tells the history of God’s people and the family from which
Jesus came? (The Old Testament.) What part tells about Jesus and about how the
good news spread? (The New Testament.) 

God’s true stories help us know and love Him.

7. Draw arrows outward 
from cross. 



Big Picture Verse 
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have

life in his name.” John 20:31

Teacher Materials 
Bag into which you have placed a Bible with
bookmark at John 20:31 and a variety of mail (bill,
letter, greeting card, advertising, catalog, e-mail,
magazine, etc.).

Present the Object Talk
1. One at a time, hold up each piece of mail 
(keeping the Bible until the last) and ask volunteers to describe it. Discuss mail by asking
questions such as, Who is this mail from? What is this mail trying to get me to do?
What message does this mail tell me? Why might I be excited to get this mail?

2. Hold up the Bible. How would you describe this letter? How is God’s letter to us dif-
ferent from the rest of the mail I’ve received? (It was written long ago. Its message is for
everyone.) What makes God’s Word better than any other message to us? (It’s true. It
tells the good news about Jesus.) 

Conclude
Read John 20:31 aloud. The words in the Bible help each person learn that when we
believe Jesus is God’s Son, we can be part of God’s family. Talk with interested students
about becoming Christians, following the guidelines in the “Leading a Child to Christ” article
on page 30. Thank God for sending His letter to each of us and ask His help in getting to
know more about Him as we read the Bible. 

Discussion Questions
1. What’s your favorite kind of mail?

2. What’s the best thing you’ve ever received in the mail?

3. When are some times you read God’s letter—the Bible?

10

Bible Verse Object Talk: You’ve Got Mail!

Lesson 1

The Bible is like a letter 
from God—written just to
me and you. In this bag 
I’ve got a  sample of some 
of the mail I received this
week. As I take the mail 
out of the bag, let’s talk
about how God’s letter is
different from the rest of 
the mail.

© 1999 Gospel Light. • Permission to photocopy granted. • God’s Big Picture Leader’s Guide



Materials 
Puzzles with about a dozen pieces each (one puz-
zle for every six to eight students). 

Lead the Game
1. Divide group into teams of six to eight students.

2. Teams form lines. Mix up puzzle pieces and 
place them about 20 feet (6 m) from the teams, 
keeping each team’s puzzle pieces separate.

3. At your signal, the first student from each team
runs to his or her team’s puzzle pieces, gets a 
piece, returns to his or her line and tags the next
student to run to the puzzle and get a piece.
Students continue until all puzzle pieces have 
been collected. Then students on each team work together to assemble their puzzle. 
Play additional rounds as time allows, trading puzzles each round.

Option
Borrow puzzles from students or preschool classes. If puzzles are not available, print John 20:31
on index cards, one word on each card. Play relay as instructed above, substituting index
cards for puzzle pieces and having teams put cards in correct verse order.

Discussion Questions
1. What was the hardest puzzle you ever put together?

2. What was the longest story or part of the Bible you ever read?

3. What have you learned about God from the Bible? (He loves all people. He is more powerful
than anyone. He is the only true God.)

11

We put together the pieces
of a puzzle to see the
picture that it makes. Read-
ing the Bible is like putting
together a puzzle. All the
stories we read in the Bible
help us see a true picture 
of what God is like, so we
can know and love Him.

Active Game Center: Picture Puzzle Relay

Lesson 1

© 1999 Gospel Light. • Permission to photocopy granted. • God’s Big Picture Leader’s Guide
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Student Materials 
Bibles, play dough, craft sticks.

Lead the Activity
1. Give each student a fist-sized lump of play 
dough and a craft stick. Allow students time to
experiment with play dough. 

2. Students flatten and shape play dough 
into tablets (see sketch). 

3. Students use craft sticks to write words or phrases from John 20:31 on the tablets.

Options
1. Provide a piece of cardboard for each student. Students work with dough on cardboard
and use cardboard to help carry home their completed tablets.

2. Provide other materials (forks, spoons, buttons, etc.) for students to use to make impres-
sions on the borders of the tablets. 

Discussion Questions
1. What is one of your favorite Bible stories? (David fights against Goliath. Jesus is born. Paul’s

shipwreck.)

2. What have you learned about God from the Bible? (God loves me. God’s Son is Jesus.)

3. How do you think children learned Bible stories in Bible times? (From parents. From teachers
called rabbis.)

4. What is your favorite way to hear a Bible story? (Video. Read a book. Teacher tells.)

Lesson 1

Art Center: Tablets of Truth

The Bible is God’s true 
story and reading it helps 
us to know God. A long 
time ago God’s words were
written on stone tablets.
Today we will make tablets
from play dough. To 
remind us of what we 
learn from God’s Word, 
we’ll write words from 
John 20:31 on the tablets.

© 1999 Gospel Light. • Permission to photocopy granted. • God’s Big Picture Leader’s Guide



Worship Center
Big Picture Verse
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.” John 20:31

Teacher Materials 
Bible, God’s Big Picture cassette/CD or music video and player, “Picture This!” word chart 
(p. 473 in this book), large sheet of paper on which you have printed John 20:31, masking
tape.

Sing to God
Play “Picture This!” encouraging students to sing along with the music and do the actions
shown on the word chart or music video. What do you learn about God from this song?
What has God done?

Hear and Say God’s Word
Display paper on which you have printed John 20:31. Have a volunteer read the verse to
the class. Then lead students in saying the verse: all boys say the first word, all girls say the
second, boys say the third, and so on. Have students repeat the verse in this manner several
times, alternating which group says the first word. What does this verse tell us about
why the Bible was written? What are some stories from the Bible which help you
believe that Jesus is God’s Son? (Jesus died on the cross. Jesus healed sick people. Jesus
rose from the dead.) Talk with students about becoming Christians, following the guide-
lines in the “Leading a Child to Christ” article on page 30.

Pray to God
What are some things you have learned about God by hearing and reading the
Bible? (He loves us. He answers prayer. He promises to help us.) Let volunteers pray 
sentence prayers, thanking God for the things they have learned about Him and asking for
His help in reading the Bible to learn more about Him and His love.

Options
1. Sing “God’s Holy Book” with students, leading them in actions shown on word chart 
(p. 459 in this book) or music video. Why is reading God’s Word so important?

2. Invite an older student to read Psalm 150 as an invitation to children to worship.

13

Reading the Bible helps us 
to know and love God. 
Let’s thank God and tell 
Him  how much we love
Him.

Lesson 1
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Skit Center

Bible Skills Center

Materials 
Crayons or markers, a copy of “God gives the Ten Commandments”
and “John writes good news” pictures (pp. 53 and 245 from Bible Story
Coloring Pages) for each student.

Lead the Activity 
Students color pictures. These pictures show two ways
in which God’s Word was written in Bible times. 

Option
Copy pages 117 and 118 from Coloring Pages for each 
student. Explain that for many years God’s Word was 
written on long strips of animal skin called “parchment”
that were rolled up. Students color page 117; tell the story on page 118.

Materials 
A copy of “Dot Your I’s and Cross Your T’s” skit (pp. 349-353 from The Big Book of Bible Skits)
for each student; optional—highlighter pens.

Lead the Activity
Briefly tell the background information on page 349. Volunteers choose parts and read the
skit, which tells the story of how the Bible was written by scribes, translated into English
and later printed on a printing press. (Optional: Students highlight parts.) Ask the discus-
sion questions on page 349.

Materials 
Materials needed for “Book Guess” and/or “Swimming Divisions” (p. 25 and/or p. 129 from
The Big Book of Bible Skills).

Lead the Activity
Students complete activities as directed in The Big Book of Bible Skills.

14

Bible Story Coloring Center

Lesson 1
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God gives the Ten Commandments.
Exodus 19:1—24:18



John writes good news.
Revelation 1:1,2,9-11; 21:3-5

©1997 by Gospel Light. • Permission to photocopy granted. • Bible Story Coloring Pages • 245



Josiah hears God’s Word.
2 Kings 22:1—23:3; 2 Chronicles 34:14-32

©1997 by Gospel Light. • Permission to photocopy granted. • Bible Story Coloring Pages •117



Josiah hears God’s Word.
2 Kings 22:1—23:3; 2 Chronicles 34:14-32

Josiah was only eight years old when he became king. No one in

his country read God’s Word anymore. Even the priests who were in

charge of the Temple didn’t know where God’s Word was! 

One day a priest in the Temple found a scroll with God’s Word

written on it. He ran to the king’s helper. “Here is a scroll with God’s

Word written on it!” the priest said. “King Josiah will want to see

this!” The helper took the scroll to the king. 

The king’s helper read God’s Word to Josiah. King Josiah listened

to God’s Word. King Josiah loved God and wanted to obey God’s

Word, but when he heard what was written in God’s Word, he cried.

It made him sad to learn that his people were not obeying God. 

King Josiah called all the leaders together. He told them what

God’s Word said. Josiah and all the leaders promised to obey God’s

Word. 



DOT YOUR I’S AND
CROSS YOUR T’S
SUGGESTED TOPICS:

History of the Bible; reverence for God’s Word; trusting God’s Word

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible is the written record of how God has interacted with His creation. It is not a science

textbook, a history textbook or a sociology textbook, although it contains elements of virtually every
science. Historians use it to test the accuracy of other histories; archaeologists consult it to help them
determine what to look for and where to look. But its unique value lies in its helping people to see
God so they may respond to what His Word teaches (see James 1:22). When Peter urged his readers
to “crave pure spiritual milk” (1 Peter 2:2), it is obvious from the verses immediately preceding that
he is referring to God’s Word as the source of spiritual nourishment.

The care with which the Scriptures were passed down through the ages has been unmatched in
the annals of literature. No other book from antiquity had so much care in its recopying. Scribes
counted pen strokes to be certain not one had been missed or added to their copies. Thousands of
scholars have worked over the centuries to ensure that God’s Word has come to us as accurately as it
did to the prophets of old. They took seriously the warning of John in the Revelation, “If anyone
adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes
words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life
and in the holy city, which are described in this book” (Revelation 22:18,19).

PERFORMANCE TIPS
1. Suggested props: two scrolls, table and two chairs, Bible, box to represent a printing press, wrench

for Gutenberg.

2. The younger scribe talks and moves quickly. When the older scribe is proofreading the scrolls,
the younger one should pace, fidget, etc. to show his impatience.

3. The second priest has no convictions. He wavers from argument to argument until he learns his
financial well-being rests in the argument of the first priest.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why did the scribes take so much care in copying the Scriptures?

2. Why was the Bible translated into Latin from its original languages?

3. Why are there so many English translations of the Bible today?

4. How can we be sure that the Bible is accurate?

5. Why is it important to read the Bible?

The Big Book of Bible Skits ©1997 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. 19

The Big Book of

BIBLE
SKITS

The Big Book of

BIBLE
SKITS



DOT YOUR I’S AND CROSS YOUR T’S
CHARACTERS
YOUNG SCRIBE
OLDER SCRIBE
PRIEST ONE
PRIEST TWO
PRIEST THREE
GUTENBERG (GOO-tn-berg)
ASSISTANT

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Wycliffe (WEYE-klif)

SCENE ONE
(OLDER SCRIBE seated at table. 
ASSISTANT stands nearby.)

YOUNG SCRIBE: (Enters with scroll; lays it on table.) Here it is. I’ll bet you’ve never seen
anyone write as quickly as me. With me here, we’ll have our new copy of the
Scriptures in weeks.

OLDER SCRIBE: Very impressive. Very clear writing.

YOUNG SCRIBE: Of course. I’m the best. Where’s another scroll? Time’s a-wasting.

OLDER SCRIBE: Patience, my young friend.

YOUNG SCRIBE: Patience? I’ve got things to do, places to go, people to see.

OLDER SCRIBE: Every time you completed a line, did you count each pen stroke and
then compare it to the original?

YOUNG SCRIBE: Sure. (Pauses.) Sort of.

OLDER SCRIBE: Sort of? Either you did or you didn’t.

YOUNG SCRIBE: Look, here’s how I figure it. I write a paragraph, then I go back and
read the paragraph from the first scroll. If the meaning’s the same, I’m done. So what
if I missed one dot over an i or didn’t cross a t? Even if I missed a word, the
meaning’s there. And I’m done a lot faster than anyone else!

OLDER SCRIBE: Oh, dear. I’m afraid you don’t appreciate the gravity of the situation.

YOUNG SCRIBE: Sure I do. Without gravity, I’d float right off the earth.

OLDER SCRIBE: Not THAT kind of gravity. The importance of what you’re doing.

The Big Book of Bible Skits ©1997 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted.20



YOUNG SCRIBE: Hey, I’m copying some old scrolls. That’s all.

OLDER SCRIBE: No, you are preserving God’s Word to His people. I’d better proofread
this very carefully. (Looks at new scroll.) Let’s see, “In.” (Consults old scroll.) In the
original, “In.” Good! It’s the same. Now then, “the.” In the original, “the.” No.
Different. The t is not crossed. Carefully, we must cross the t. There. Done.

YOUNG SCRIBE (impatiently): This is going to take all month!

OLDER SCRIBE: It’s what you should have been doing, all along. Check every letter as
you write it down. 

(YOUNG SCRIBE exits, then returns to show passage of time.)

YOUNG SCRIBE: You’ve been poring over that manuscript for HOURS. All you’ve 
done is cross a couple of t’s, dot a few i’s and add a couple of commas. None of that
stuff matters.

OLDER SCRIBE: Oh, oh. It is as I feared.

YOUNG SCRIBE: What is?

OLDER SCRIBE: You have missed an entire WORD.

YOUNG SCRIBE: So? It’s only one word. 

OLDER SCRIBE: Listen, you have written, “I will leave thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to you of.”

YOUNG SCRIBE: And very neatly, too. See how easy it is to read?

OLDER SCRIBE: But the original says, “I will NOT leave thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to you of.” 

YOUNG SCRIBE: Hey! No problemo. We can fix that.

OLDER SCRIBE: We do not FIX! We copy ACCURATELY the first time! This scroll is
flawed. It will have to be destroyed.

YOUNG SCRIBE: You can’t do that. I spent WEEKS on it!

OLDER SCRIBE: To the profit of no one. I’m afraid this job is not for you. You’re just
not careful enough.

YOUNG SCRIBE: You just nitpick. But you’re right. It’s not for me. I need something to
stimulate my creative talents. Maybe I should write history. Nobody cares how
accurate THAT is. Or political speeches. That’s even better. Everybody EXPECTS them
to be filled with errors!

OLDER SCRIBE (rolling scroll): Do that. It will be perfect for you. (To ASSISTANT.) Please
take this scroll and destroy it. It is filled with errors.

SCENE TWO
(PRIEST ONE stands; PRIESTS TWO and THREE are seated.)

PRIEST ONE: You’re probably wondering why I’ve called you all here.

OTHER PRIESTS: Yes, we are.
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PRIEST ONE: We have a major problem. Heresy, in fact.

PRIEST TWO: Heresy?

PRIEST THREE: That is serious.

PRIEST ONE: John Wycliffe is at it.

PRIEST TWO: But he seems like such a nice man!

PRIEST THREE: Are you certain he is committing heresy?

PRIEST ONE: Positively. Look what I have found. (Holds up Bible.)

PRIEST TWO: He had this in his possession? Heresy!

PRIEST THREE: It’s a BIBLE. That’s not heresy.

PRIEST ONE: You’re both wrong. He DIDN’T have it in his possession and it IS heresy.

PRIEST THREE: How can you say that?

PRIEST TWO: It’s easy. You just have to force a lot of air out when you pronounce the
h. Heresy. If you don’t, it sounds like “air-eh-see.”

PRIEST THREE: Not how to pronounce it. Why would you call having a Bible heresy?

PRIEST ONE: I TOLD you. He didn’t have it. He WROTE it. In ENGLISH!

PRIEST TWO: (Gasps.) Heresy!

PRIEST THREE: And it’s filled with errors?

PRIEST ONE: How should I know? I didn’t read it.

PRIEST THREE: Then how do you know it’s heresy?

PRIEST ONE: It’s written in English, not Latin! Therefore, it’s heresy.

PRIEST TWO: Yeah, heresy!

PRIEST THREE: But is having the Scriptures in another language heresy?

PRIEST ONE: Of course it is.

PRIEST TWO: I always say, if Latin was good enough for Jesus and the disciples, it’s
good enough for me.

PRIEST THREE: They did not read the Scriptures in Latin. The Old Testament was
mostly written in Hebrew; the New Testament, mostly in Greek. It was not translated
into Latin, the language people understood at that time, until about A.D. 400. Don’t
you read history?

PRIEST TWO: Only if it’s written creatively. There’s one Jewish historian I particularly
enjoy. He doesn’t seem to agree with anyone else, but his manuscripts are always
written clearly.

PRIEST ONE: All this arguing is pointless. The people must NOT have the Bible in their
own language.

PRIEST THREE: I think it would be a good idea. Then people could read God’s Word
for themselves. So few people really understand Latin any more.

PRIEST TWO: Sure. Where’s the harm in that?
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PRIEST ONE: If they can read it themselves, they might no longer need us! We might
be out of a job!

PRIEST THREE: You mean, they might discover that some priests have perverted God’s
Word and are using it for their own evil purposes.

PRIEST ONE: Either way you look at it, we’re out good money.

PRIEST TWO: This heresy must be stopped! I’m making a good living.

PRIEST THREE: (Picks up Bible.) May I take this? I want to compare it to my Latin
Bible. If it has errors, I will join with you in denouncing Wycliffe. But if it’s
accurate....(Shrugs.)

PRIEST ONE: Take it with you. Study it all you want. Whether you support us or not
doesn’t matter. We’ll stop Wycliffe. He can only make a few copies. All that writing
takes time. Before long, they’ll all be burned.

SCENE THREE
(GUTENBERG and ASSISTANT are bent over machine, tinkering.)

GUTENBERG: One more bolt to tighten and—there—I have finished. 

ASSISTANT: It’s beautiful, sir. What are you going to name it?

GUTENBERG: I think I shall call it the “printing press.”

ASSISTANT: Why not call it, the “book cranker-outer”? Because that’s what it does.

GUTENBERG: It does, indeed. But “printing press” is more scientifically accurate.

ASSISTANT: OK. But people won’t understand the name.

GUTENBERG: I’ll take that chance. Now then, what shall we print first?

ASSISTANT: Something easy to read. (Holds up scroll.) How about this old scroll?

GUTENBERG: Are you still reading that Jewish historian? The one who disagrees with
everyone else?

ASSISTANT: He has an interesting style. And look how neat his handwriting is.

GUTENBERG: Legibility and style are not as important as content. This machine will
help people for centuries to come. The first book must be one of extreme importance.

ASSISTANT: I’ve got it. We can write a new comic book. The first edition would be
priceless in a few years. We could make a fortune.

GUTENBERG: No! Something valuable. Something truly priceless. There can only be
one book to print. The Bible. It must be the first.

ASSISTANT: Why the Bible?

GUTENBERG: Just think. We very carefully make a printing plate. We check it, double
check and triple check. When we are certain it is accurate, we can print thousands of
Bibles in the time ONE was copied in the past!

ASSISTANT: I think comics would be better. Who’s going to buy Bibles?

GUTENBERG: We shall see. We shall see.
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IDENTIFY AND SPELL BOOKS

Book Guess
Materials
❏ Bibles 

❏ chalkboard and chalk or large sheet of paper and marker

Procedure
Lead students to play a game similar to Hangman. On chalkboard or large sheet of paper, draw
blank lines for each letter of a Bible book. Students guess letters of the alphabet. Print correct
letters on the appropriate blank lines. Print an incorrect letter to the side of the blank lines and
print one letter of the word “Bible.” Students try to guess and find the correct book in their Bibles
before the word “Bible” is completed. Student who correctly guesses the word secretly chooses a
different book of the Bible and draws lines for other students to guess. Continue as time permits.

Teaching Tip
If playing this game with only a specific section of the Bible, introduce the game by making a
comment such as, Today we are going to play a game to find out more about the
second group of books in the Bible. These books are called the books of History
because they tell the story of how God brought Abram’s descendants back to their
homeland many years after Abram died. The books also tell about how the people
sometimes obeyed God, but more often did not obey God. Referring to contents page
in their Bibles, students take turns reading aloud the names of books of History (Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther).
Students may also locate each book. 
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