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He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
  the sea, and everything in them—
  he remains faithful forever.

—Psalm 146:6
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Each One a Favorite

He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord (Psalm 33:5, KJV).

Scripture: Psalm 33:1-9
Song: “Rock of Ages”

Haley helped herself to a big chunk of fudge and savored the 
wide smile on Grandma’s face. But the real icing on the fudge was 
yet to come, when Grandma said, “Shhh! This piece is just for you. 
I made it especially for you!” Haley relished that moment of such 
personal favor. Sweeter than sweet indeed!

Only in succeeding seasons did Grandma Williams’s lineage 
learn the fullness of her secret. True to Grandma’s word, each 
child was her favorite—Haley and Rachel; Nathan, Alex, and Cory; 
Kerri and Christopher and Zaley.

I suspect Patsy Williams wants her descendants to model the 
same amazing “mantle of worth” that God designed for each of 
His own children. Perhaps it was like the surprise covering He’d 
made when Moses asked to see the Lord’s glory. While Scripture 
doesn’t say he was the sole believer who ever requested such fa-
vor, the Lord enclosed Moses in a special cleft and made glory—
“all [God’s] goodness”—pass nearby (see Exodus 33:19-22).

Since God is no respecter of persons, we too can boldly ap-
proach His throne of grace, one at a time, and taste the wonders 
of His goodness through the redemption of His only Son, Jesus.

Father, into Your holy presence I come to find the fullness of joy. I am thankful for 
Your loving presence through Your indwelling Holy Spirit. In Christ’s name, amen.

January 1. Kay King of Eddy, Texas, teaches and writes from her “life verse,” Psalm 45:1a, 1b (LB 
and KJV): “My heart overflows with a beautiful thought! . . . My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”

Oh, Give Thanks!

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! (1 Chronicles 
16:34, NKJV).

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:23-34
Song: “Thanks for Thy Word, O Blessed Redeemer!”

Being an atheist is so fashionable these days. Some of these 
folks actually take delight in mocking God, making Him seem small 
and vindictive. And I’ve observed that many atheists want to make 
everyone agree with them. For example, they may use laws and 
court decisions to impose their will. Or they’ll rewrite history to 
portray believers as being unsophisticated or bigoted. Yet through-
out history, when atheists seize control of countries, carnage and 
horror result.

How frightening to think what this world today would look like 
if it were not for God and His goodness. Imagine a world without 
access to the Bible, or with no knowledge of God’s amazing love, 
wisdom, and plan of salvation for our lives.

Yet through God’s gracious self-revelation we can see history as 
His story. We learn from the transformation of men and women 
throughout history who’ve loved Him. We learn from the wisdom 
and insight of prophets and apostles, from natural law, and from 
His grace. Ultimately, we see the Father through His Son, and we 
long to be like Jesus—to see the whole world be as blessed as we 
are in Him.

Lord, what joy to give thanks! You have saved me to the uttermost—saved me from 
myself and set me on higher ground. You are greatly to be praised! In Christ, amen.

January 2–8. Maria Anne Tolar and her husband live in Portland, Oregon. Along with her other 
writing projects, she is currently working on a young adult novel.
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All That God Is

Give to the Lord the glory due His name (Psalm 96:8, NKJV).

Scripture: Psalm 96:7-9
Song: “There Is Glory in My Soul”

When I began memorizing Scripture, certain simple words be-
gan to mystify me. I thought I understood words like faith, hope, 
and grace—yet they all seemed to grow in complexity as I pon-
dered various verses. Perhaps the most puzzling of all was this 
simple, astonishing word: glory. What does it mean, “Give to the 
Lord the glory due His name”?

We talk of the glory of victory, the glory that was Greece, the 
glory of achievement. We use the word in the sense that someone 
or some nation has “arrived,” reached the pinnacle of accomplish-
ment. There’s no higher point than that.

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon includes in its definition of glory, 
“a most exalted state.” And a definition I recently read said this: 
“The glory of God is a reality expressing all that God is.”

Contemplating God’s glory is only possible when it is all about 
God and not anything about us, when we go outside ourselves to 
see Him. I remember seeing, as a child in Idaho, the astounding 
spectacle of the sky at night, the heavens filled with billions of 
stars, the constellations immense in the dazzling sky.

I know now that the awe that filled me then was a glimpse at 
God’s glory. His weighty majesty, His awesome power.

My God and King, Your Word says that the time is coming when “the earth will be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Ha-
bakkuk 2:14, NKJV). May that time be now, Lord! Through Christ, amen.

Justice to the Gentiles

He will not fail nor be discouraged (Isaiah 42:4, NKJV).

Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-4
Song: “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”

I tend to read too many news and political websites on the In-
ternet. To make it worse, I even read the comments that follow the 
articles. Readers on both sides of the political aisle weigh in, one 
side praising, the other deriding certain presidents, senators, news 
makers. The more comments, the more controversy and name-
calling. Yet some posters appear to have already given up the fight, 
moaning, “This nation is going down in flames. It’s too late for us. 
All is lost. God help us!”

How humbling to see Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah some 
700 years before His birth. If anyone would be concerned about 
the future of the human race, it would be the Christ. If anyone 
should be appalled at the disintegration of justice, it would be Je-
sus. But unlike us, He’s not arguing, shouting, threatening—or 
even taking much notice of the opposition. He has a focused mis-
sion: to establish justice in the earth.

He will see victory. He will not be deterred.
I wonder what would happen if we had the same heart as 

Christ’s for the battles for the soul of our country. Could we keep 
our eye on the God-honoring outcome we envision, determined in 
advance that we won’t fail nor be discouraged?

O Lord, may Your Spirit rest on me at all times. When I battle for good to prevail, help 
me keep my focus on Your mission and not on my own anger and frustration. Let me 
always remember: love is our only “weapon.” Through Christ my Lord I pray. Amen.
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Hold On!

He has made My mouth like a sharp sword (Isaiah 49:2, 
NKJV).

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7
Song: “Waiting for the Promise”

A poor farmer on a pathetic acreage believed that the Word of 
God spoken in faith changes circumstances. After planting a crop, 
he marched around his field, day after day, holding his Bible and 
proclaiming its promises of abundance and bounty over his land.

His daily walks turned into weeks of daily proclaiming God’s 
promises over his barren land. Finally one day, he stopped, 
defeated. What he was declaring in no way resembled what 
he saw. Nothing looked any better. “Lord, I feel like a liar,” he 
confessed.

The farmer, Charles Capps, then said he heard these words as 
clearly as if someone stood next to him: “How can it be a lie if it 
is my Word?” Chastened, he continued to proclaim the Word, and 
in due time that year the land yielded its very first bountiful har-
vest—the first of many.

Mr. Capps put his faith into action with unusual actions. We 
wouldn’t all do it that way. And most of us aren’t contending with 
barren, unproductive acreage these days. We have other crosses to 
bear. Yet the principle holds: hold to His promises.

Dear Lord, my heart needs cultivating by hearing Your Word, over and over, until 
what I proclaim becomes what I see. I know I shouldn’t presume on Your Word, but 
I can trust it. May my heart learn that Your promises are more than just words. They 
are the truth to live by, day in and day out. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Help of the Helpless

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy . . . that you 
may abound in hope (Romans 15:13, NKJV).

Scripture: Romans 15:7-13
Song: “Abide with Me”

Two years ago, I determined to memorize 50 Bible verses in 
a month. I wanted to build my faith, so I remember thinking, I 
don’t want any verses about hope; after all, anyone can merely hope. 
When I began memorizing today’s verse, I thought I’d made a mis-
take—I’d even copied it down wrong. It seemed to say, “May the 
God of hope fill you with hope.” I’d expected it to say, “May the 
God of hope fill you with faith, power, victory.”

When we don’t see the sick healed, revivals started, our cities 
claimed for Christ, we might wonder why our faith isn’t strong 
enough. We seldom wonder whether we’ve failed to abound in 
hope. But Scripture says, “Faith is confidence in what we hope for” 
(Hebrews 11:1). The city I live in has a homeless problem. It has 
a growing population of drug addicts, alcoholics, and the mentally 
ill. Others see these folks—and perhaps they see themselves—as 
utterly hopeless. But without hope no person can begin to change 
or even imagine change. Without hope, there’s hardly a will to live. 
How startling to think that every sinner’s salvation, every char-
acter transformation, every good thing—including faith—begins 
with hope.

What great breakthrough do you abound in hope for this day?

Lord, how well You understand us and our needs! Give me a heart of compassion for 
the needs of the helpless and hopeless. May I pray without ceasing that the people 
who dwell in darkness may see Your great light. In Christ, amen.
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