
Seek the Lord . . . Seek  
righteousness, seek humility.

Zephaniah 2:3

A Scripture, song, meditation, prayer, and special 
verse for every day of the year. 365 Devotions 
is an ideal guide for your personal time with God. 
The easy-to-use format supplements daily  
Scripture passages with practical devotional 
thoughts that will inspire you and encourage  
personal growth in Christ.

DEVOTIONS®

365

D
EV

O
T

IO
N

S
®

36 5

 Fn
L1 0

3 00
96 

01 E
1N0

YW
5kY

XJk
IFB

1Ym
xpc

2hp
bmc

OQ
mF

y 
02 I

ENv
ZGU

gVX
Nlc

nMA
U0U

NhA
IxM

wM
xMD

AB 
03 M

AZF
QU

4tM
TM

NO
Tc4

MD
c4N

Dc3
NjM

2MO
o= 780784 7763609

Adult020000314

ISBN 978-0-7847-7636-0

RELIGION / Christian Life / Devotional

DEVOTIONS®

365

55004-365Devo2015Cvr-AQ.indd   1 4/10/14   2:23 PM



DEVOTIONS®

DEVOTIONS® is published quarterly by Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, Ohio, www.standardpub.com. 
© 2013 by Standard Publishing. All rights reserved. Topics based on the Home Daily Bible Readings,  
International Sunday School Lessons. © 2012w by the Committee on the Uniform Series. Printed in 
the U.S.A. All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, 
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. 
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. The New King James Version (NKJV). Copy-
right © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. King James Version (KJV), public domain. 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,  
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

—Colossians 3:12
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 Painful Witness 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field” (Luke 10:2).

Scripture: Luke 10:1-11
Song: “Lord of the Harvest, Hear”

Henry Ward Beecher once said: “Troubles are often the tools 
by which God fashions us for better things.” We need to believe 
that! After all, every one of us faces a certain amount of adver-
sity in our lives—and every Christian knows the challenges that 
come with a faithful witness. 

But there are people around the world working in the harvest 
field, spreading the gospel, who face truly severe persecution, 
far beyond what we experience. Some face death every day. 
And though we may not know their names, they are brothers 
and sisters in the Lord. 

God has called such brave souls to serve Him in supremely 
difficult circumstances. Yet their suffering isn’t in vain, for the 
persecuted church is growing. 

Today, let’s join together in asking God to strengthen and pro-
tect our fellow believers who face daily persecution. Let’s sup-
port ministries that take an active role in upholding their work. 
And let’s simply follow the example of sharing the gospel with 
those around us, whenever we have the opportunity.

Lord, I pray for my brothers and sisters around the world. Give them the courage to 
keep serving You amidst great difficulty. Through Christ, amen.

January 1–4. Deborah Christensen, of Addison, Illinois, is a writer and editor for Lighthouse Chris-
tian Products. She loves to cook and spend time with family and friends.

 God’s Care Never Fails 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? (Matthew 6:26).

Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34
Song: “God Sees the Little Sparrow Fall”

Carl called his family to a dinner table set with plates and 
silverware. But there were no steaming bowls of food there as 
they sat down to pray. Carl was my grandfather, and it was just 
one evening in the era of the Great Depression. 

My father, born on the day the stock market crashed, lived in 
a family that struggled. His dad took whatever job he could to 
provide for his family. But sometimes it wasn’t enough.

The day came when there was simply no food in the house. 
Yet my grandparents continued to trust in God’s gracious care. 
They knew He would provide for them. So Grandma set the 
table, and Grandpa called everyone to sit down.

While they were praying, they heard a knock. Upon opening 
the door, they found a basket of food sitting there on the front 
step. They never discovered who’d left it, but they knew that, 
ultimately, it was God’s hand at work.

Dad told us that story, and I think about it every time God 
meets my needs. Every time someone tells me, “the Lord brought 
you to my mind for prayer, Deborah,” I think about the legacy 
of God’s care for my family, down through the years.

Lord, You care for me with an infinite depth of love. Help me remember how You’ve 
poured Your goodness into my family through the generations—so You’re not going 
to leave me without help. I thank You, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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 Hold Me! 

The law of their God is in their hearts; their feet do not slip 
(Psalm 37:31).

Scripture: Psalm 37:27-34
Song: “O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”

“Yay!” we cheered from the stands as we watched the games. 
My family had come together to cheer for my niece and nephew 
as they participated in a multi-church competition. We celebrat-
ed their victories and encouraged them through every defeat.

As we sat down, I peeked over as my 3-year-old nephew, Jeff, 
played with a friend further down the stands. He was oblivious 
to the games.

When the event was over and we headed downstairs, a blast 
of cold air hit us as the auditorium doors opened. I grabbed 
Jeff’s hand, and we started to run to the parking lot. The wind 
whipped against us as we slid over the ice and snow. 

“Hold me,” a little voice said. “Hold me.” I stopped and 
swooped Jeff into my arms and carried him the rest of the way 
to the car.

God cares about me more than I care about my little nephew? 
Hard to believe, but true! When I live for Him, He keeps my 
feet from slipping. No matter how hard the winds of difficulty 
blow or how slippery the ice of life becomes, He’s there.

The Lord also puts people into my life who encourage me. He 
guides me through His Word and shows me how to grow closer 
to Him. All of this, while keeping my feet on solid ground.

Lord, I know You are the one who keeps me walking forward on the slippery path of 
life. I sense Your presence even now. Bless Your holy name! Through Christ, amen.

 First, Change Me 

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you” 
(Luke 11:9).

Scripture: Luke 11:1-13
Song: “Have You Prayed It Through?”

“Lord, I need a new job, and these are the things I want it to 
include . . . ” As I prayed, I stated all my criteria for a good job. 
And I prayed that prayer for two years! Yet nothing happened, 
and I became more desperate to leave my current position.

Eventually, though, my praying began to change. “Lord, I’ll 
do anything, even if it means I have to clean bathrooms. Please 
help me.” Two weeks later, I had a new job. It wasn’t what I had 
wanted, but it helped me transition from where I was.

I only stayed there for a few months. I found another “help 
wanted” listing and decided to interview. As I sat in the waiting 
room and read over the job description, I realized that every-
thing on the list had been on my original criteria list. My heart 
started beating faster.

I connected with the man who would become my boss—and I 
stayed with that company for 18 years. And it was that boss who 
encouraged me to begin freelance writing.

God didn’t bring all of this to me when I demanded it. He 
waited until I came to a point of submission to His leading. Be-
fore changing my circumstances He needed to change me first.

Heavenly Father, I know You want what’s best for me. Therefore, You don’t always 
give me what I want but what I need. Thank You that prayer changes things— 
especially the one who is praying. In the name of Jesus, amen.
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