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Dermatologists 
with Wake Forest 
Baptist Medical 
Center will offer 
free skin cancer 
screenings on 
May 18, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
at Medical Plaza 
– Country Club, 
located at 4618 
Country Club Road, 
Winston-Salem.

It’s estimated 
that around 76,000 
people were newly 
diagnosed with 
skin cancer last 
year in the United 
States. Although 
skin cancer is the 
most common 
form of cancer and 
can affect anyone 
of any age, males 
and people over 
the age of 40 are at 
an increased risk. 
Other risk factors 
include smoking, 
a family history of 
skin cancer, a high 
mole count, fair 
skin and significant 
exposure to 
sunlight or indoor 
tanning beds.

“Most skin 
cancers are curable 
if they are detected 
early enough, 
and that’s why we 
encourage anyone 
who has these risk 
factors to receive a 
yearly skin screen,” 
said Dr. Amy 
McMichael, chair 
of dermatology 
at Wake Forest 
Baptist. “At 
last year’s free 
screening event, 
we were able 
to check more 
than 250 people 
and identified 
61 possible skin 
cancers.”

No 
appointment is 
necessary, and 
parking is free.
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DOG DAYS: 
Fundraiser helps officers 

care for retired K-9s. 
COMING SUNDAY

SPECIAL | HPE
Artist renderings abound of Sir Walter Raleigh’s chivalrous act for Queen Elizabeth, but did it really happen? Lecturer Elliot Engel, who will 
speak in High Point next week, thinks it did. 

HIGH POINT — Did Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh, as the oft-told story 
goes, really lay his expensive 
cloak across a mud puddle to 
keep Queen Elizabeth from get-
ting her feet dirty? Or has history 
now relegated that once-
great moment in chivalry 
to more of a great moment 
in fallacy?

Depends on whom 
you ask, but one North 
Carolina man who has 
researched Raleigh’s life 
extensively still has faith 
that the gallant gesture 
took place.

“For many years it was regard-
ed as true, and then for many 
more years it was regarded as 
fiction,” says Elliott Engel, a 
renowned educator, scholar and 
storyteller whose many biographi-
cal lectures include one on Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh. “For the past 40 or 50 
years, though, we’ve kind of been 
turning back to the idea that it’s 
true.”

According to Engel, who will 
present his lecture on the famous 
English explorer next week in 
High Point, Raleigh’s coat of arms 
includes a depiction of his cloak.

“It’s supposedly very difficult 
to get something on there that’s 
not validated, so now people are 
tending to think that the story may 
indeed be true,” Engel says. “I’m 
one of the ones who’s inclined to 
believe that it’s true.”

Engel, who spent more than 
a year researching Raleigh, will 
present an entertaining and infor-
mative lecture, titled “Beyond the 
Muddy Cloak: The Brilliance of Sir 
Walter Raleigh,” at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at the High Point Theatre.

Engel, who prides himself on 
lacing his lectures with fascinating, 
little-known facts, promises audi-

ences will learn a lot about Raleigh 
during his presentation.

For example, while it’s well-
known that Raleigh was a noted 
explorer and that he sold Queen 
Elizabeth on the idea of establish-
ing a colony in the New World — 
leading to the founding of North 
Carolina’s Roanoke Colony in 
1585 — it’s not as well-known that 
Raleigh never actually came to the 
New World himself.

“The queen said she would give 
him all the money he needed, all 
the men he needed and all the 
ships he needed, but at the last 

minute she decided he 
wouldn’t be going,” Engel 
says. “And if you want to 
know why she made that 
decision, all you have to do 
is come to my program.”

Engel will also shed 
light on Raleigh’s little-
known literary prowess.

“Most people don’t 
know about his brilliance 

as an author,” Engel says. “He 
wrote some of the most amazing 
love poetry ever written — it was 
written to Queen Elizabeth, of 
course — and I’m going to read 
one of his love poems during my 
presentation.”

So why weren’t Raleigh’s 
amorous writings better known? 
Because he had the great misfor-
tune of having lived during the 
same era as another pretty tal-
ented writer by the name of Wil-
liam Shakespeare. Perhaps you’ve 
heard of him.

“Shakespeare overshadows 
everybody,” Engel says, “but it’s 
particularly sad that he overshad-
ows Sir Walter Raleigh.”

Engel, who lives in Raleigh, has 
about a hundred different talks he 
does, delving into the lives of such 
noted individuals as Charles Dick-
ens, Mark Twain and Edgar Allan 
Poe, as well as that Shakespeare 
fellow. A former professor at the 
University of North Carolina, N.C. 
State University and Duke Univer-
sity, he has authored 10 books, 
has had his mini-lecture series on 
Dickens run on PBS television sta-
tions around the country, and has 
published articles in numerous 

newspapers and national maga-
zines.

He prides himself on his ability 
to delight his audiences without 
the use of any other media.

“I am old-fashioned,” he says 
unapologetically. “My presen-
tation is not multimedia — it’s 
zero-media. It’s just me standing 
in front of the audience telling a 
story. I take it as my challenge 
to make one person standing on 
a stage talking more interesting 
than any multimedia presenta-
tion.”

And considering he’s been 
doing this successfully for about 
40 years now, it’s clearly a chal-
lenge he has overcome.
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Lecturer confident 
his tales of Sir 

Walter Raleigh will 
win you over
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It’s not a well-known fact, but Sir Walter Raleigh (shown here in a por-
trait that hangs in London’s National Portrait Gallery) was a gifted poet. 

Elliot  
Engel

WANT TO GO?
Educator, scholar and 

storyteller Elliot Engel will 
present “Beyond the Muddy 
Cloak: The Brilliance of Sir 
Walter Raleigh” at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday at the High Point 
Theatre, 220 E. Commerce Ave.

The lecture will be the final 
performance of the theater’s 
2016-2017 “Passport To 
Entertainment” season.

Tickets are $10-$15 and 
are available by calling the 
theater box office at (336) 
887-3001 or by visiting www.
highpointtheatre.com.

NEW YORK — A water-
color painting by Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, the former 
first lady’s Cartier watch, and 
a hand-annotated speech by 
John F. Kennedy that he later 
incorporated into his “Profiles 
in Courage” are being auc-
tioned.

The then-first lady, who 
painted as a hobby, created the 
6½-inch by 8-inch ar twork in 
1963 as a gift for her brother-in 
law, Stanislaw Radziwill, Chris-
tie’s said Thursday. Radziwill 
gave her the watch.

The JFK speech manuscript 
is one of several Kennedy-relat-
ed items, including Jacqueline 
Kennedy’s maternity dress, up 

for auction starting Thursday 
and ending May 18 by Boston-
based RR Auction in conjunc-
tion with the 100th anniversary 
of the former president’s birth.

The painting and watch 
commemorate a 50-mile hike 
that Radziwill under took as 
par t of JFK’s physical fitness 
initiative. The first lady briefly 
joined the hike.

The painting depicts Radzi-
will walking with a Kennedy 
family friend.

The items are being offered 
as a single lot at a June 21 sale 
in New York. The presale esti-
mate is $60,000 to $120,000.

The seller is anonymous. 
Part of the proceeds will ben-
efit the National Endowment 
for the Arts.
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