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Myles MacIntosh
 

Myles is another 
member of our 

community who 
you can always 
rely on to 
get the job 
done.  He has 
generously 

volunteered his 
time and energy as 

the local co-ordinator 
for the Predator-Free 

Port Hills initiative, building 
and promoting traps and helping to keep the database 
records up to date.  The village garden has also benefited 
from his regular involvement, especially during the early 
years when the garden was getting established.

Myles considers it a privilege to be a resident of 
Heathcote Valley and has supported countless 
community events over the years.  He is passionate 
about sustainability and our environment.  This has 
motivated Myles to weed local walking tracks simply 
so more people will feel inspired to use them, and to 
present detailed submissions to the Council in support 
of better cycling corridors in and out of the Valley.

Thanks for caring Myles.  And thanks for all your efforts 
to make Heathcote Valley a better place.

Natalie Wiki-Arapeta Wiki-Arapeta
 This is 

Natalie’s 
seventh 

year on  the 
Cricket Club 
committee and 
her third year 
as Clubroom 

Manager, which 
of course is a 

voluntary role.  

Aside from being 
Clubroom Manger she is always first to put her hand 
up if something needs doing, and she has organised 
numerous social events that she throws her heart and 
soul in to.  

Over the last few years she has won several club trophies 
for her outstanding off the field contribution.  Nice one 
Natalie.

We are fortunate enough in 
Heathcote to have many great 
people who do so much for 

our wonderful community.  
Is there anyone you would like to nominate 
for a Shout Out? Let us know by contacting: 
heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com

Shout Out

mailto:heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com


FROM THE GARDEN
The Heathcote Village Community 
Garden is found behind St Mary’s 
church on the corner of Martindales 
and Truscotts Roads, and is there to 
be enjoyed!  Whether you’re interested 
in connecting with others living in 

Heathcote Valley, or would like a source of spray-free 
fruit and vegetables, come along and say hello.  

We meet on Tuesdays from 3:15 to 5pm during school 
term time and if the weather’s fine.  We are family-
friendly, and at the moment have a group of children 
who happily play together; a nice after-school activity.  
Many people like to pop into the garden and lend 
a hand during the week and on the weekend - and 
we appreciate the help!  Please have a look at the 
whiteboard for any tasks that need completing and 
make yourself at home.  

HELP!!  We are grateful to those who have already 
helped us with mowing the community garden lawns!  
We are on the hunt for some extra pairs of hands to 
help with this!  Everything provided.  We also need 
help with watering the garden over the summer 
months.  Can you spare half an hour a week to water 
the garden?  Contact Amelia on 021 2058685 or email 
heathcotevillagegarden@gmail.com

THANK YOU! to Myles Mackintosh.  Myles has been a 
member of the community garden for many years.  He 
works full-time so he can’t make the Tuesday gardening 
sessions.  However he put his hand up to tend to our 
labour-intensive compost heaps on the weekend!  A 
huge thanks Myles!

WE WANT TO HELP 
OTHERS!!  We have just 
planted pumpkin seedlings and 
we are hoping for a bumper 
pumpkin crop this year!  Once 
harvested, we would like to 
gather as many people as 

possible to make soup to send to the 
Aranui Foodbank!  Details to come 
next year ...

- Team Scarecrows

Well done everyone for having such an amazing year this 
year.  It has been action packed with loads of amazing 
activities from the parents and teachers.  Some of the 
highlights include: Year 7/8 winter camp, Year 5/6 summer 
camp, cycle safety for Kauri, all the sporting days, swim 
scoot slide, winter sports, NYLD, senior syndicate 
production, pikopiko trips, book week, band camp, and 
Aupaki tech fest. 

I’m sure all the teachers and 
parents will be extremely proud of 
all the students for giving it their 
all this year and ending it in a 
positive way.  Also on behalf of all 
the students I would like to thank 
all the parents and teachers that 
have made this year possible.

- Jasper Sharp

A WORD FROM Jasper at HVS

CHRISTMAS TREES 
The popular annual Christmas tree 
fundraiser for St Mary’s Church will 
soon be upon us! 

Christmas trees will be 
on sale at the paddock behind St Mary’s 
from 8am on Saturday 8th December.  
Be in early to get them as they will sell 
quickly.

mailto:heathcotevillagegarden@gmail.com


Heathcote Cricket Club - Ken’s commentary
The new cricket season is now 
well underway, and so far the 
weekend weather gods have 
been relatively kind, with just 
one Saturday of cricket being 
cancelled due to inclement 
weather.  Let’s hope that 
continues for the rest of the 
season.

This year our club is the biggest it has ever been.  
With ten men’s teams and one women’s team, we 
now have eleven adult teams.  For adult teams, this 
makes us the joint biggest club in Christchurch.  
With an additional eight junior teams, which is one 
more than last year, our club is certainly growing.  
Our Club Captain, Dave Stack, and our Junior Club 
Captain, Matt House, certainly have their work cut 
out co-ordinating all these teams, and both of them 
are doing an excellent job.

In addition to the eight junior teams that play on 
a Saturday morning, we also run the Friday night 
‘Have a go’ sessions for the younger kids.  These are 
proving to be as popular as ever, and the club would 
like to thank all the Friday night people who help 
out both on and off the field, making sure that the 
evening runs smoothly.  With between 80 and 100 
junior cricketers running around, it is not a simple 
task.  A big thank you to the following people: Matt 
House, Nigel Georgieff, and the Junior Academy 
lads who coach the younger kids; all the managers 
and coaches who look after the Junior teams; and 
Vanessa Cashell, Natalie Wiki-Arapeta, and Ralph 
and Bridget Bungard who help keep everyone fed 
and watered.

On Monday evenings we have coaching for our 
Junior Academy.  The Academy is for some of our 
Junior members who have left Junior cricket and are 
now moving through High School.  Our aim was 
to try and maintain contact with our Junior players 
through their High School years, so that they will 
hopefully return to play for our adult teams once 
they left school.  The Academy has been operating for 
six years and is now starting to bear fruit with some 
of the initial members now coming back to play for 
us.

With the programmes that we run, and most of our 
teams having practice nights, the Domain is in use 
pretty much every day, and our volunteer grounds 
people do a great job making all this possible.  
Scott Lucas, Dave Collier, Tony Collins, and Roger 
Georgieff do the bulk of the work at Heathcote, plus 
we have Nick Durham and Jason Law looking after 
our second ground at 
Hillsborough Domain.

One final shout out to 
our clubroom manager, 
Natalie Wiki-Arapeta, 
who ensures that the 
clubrooms are both 
well presented, and well stocked.  There’s nothing 
quite like a couple of quiet cold ones after a hot day 
in the field!

- Ken Lomax 
President

HVCA Meetings
The Heathcote Valley Community 
Association meets once a month to discuss 
what has been happening locally.  Our 
meetings night has recently been changed. 
We will now be meeting on the last 
Wednesday of the month at the Heathcote 
Valley Community Centre at 7.30pm, 45 
Bridle Path Road. Everyone is welcome 
to come along and hear about what is 
happening in our community.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 
the 30th January 2019.  We welcome all 
members of our community.



I love the fact that Christchurch has 
four distinct seasons and can never 
decide which I love the most.  The 
trees down Bridle Path Road and 
Station Road are the early indicators 
of the change in seasons and 

watching the leaves change always brings a smile.  As 
we head into summer I’m looking forward to a bit of 
time off with the family, time in the school pool and 
exploring local places and events.

I recently went to the opening of the new Department 
of Conservation hut on Ōtamahua Quail Island.  It’s 
a lovely 100 year old cottage that’s been restored 
and brought up to code and has lovely views out 
over the harbour across to Lyttelton.  It’s so close to 
Heathcote, but feels like you’re away from the city 
and we’ve already booked in for a couple of nights.  
At $15/$7.50 adult/child per night it is also really 
affordable.

Along with Packhorse and Rod Donald huts, DOC 
and the Rod Donald Trust have provided amazing, 
family friendly options for exploring the outdoors 
and with bookings made online, you’re guaranteed a 
bunk for everyone.

The Summit Road Society has also recently acquired 
the 233ha Tussock Hill Farm between Avoca and 
Horotane Valleys and has plans to develop a network 
of tracks.  It’s still a working farm for now though, 
so for more information have a look online at 
https://www.summitroadsociety.org.nz/resource-
management/tussock-hill/

From a gentle walk out to Boulder Bay or a good 
day walk up Mt Vernon, the Port Hills and Banks 
Peninsula are full of walks and mountain biking 
tracks for different levels of ability and this summer 
I’d encourage you to head out and enjoy them.  I will 
be.

Ngā mihi,

Sara

Sara’s spot

HVCC FINAL THOUGHT FOR 2018
“If you want something you never had, you have to do something you’ve never done.” 
Thomas Jefferson

2018 is almost over and this is probably a good time to summarise what has happened 
this year at the Heathcote Valley Community Centre. 

Since the beginning of the year, our goal has been to offer you opportunities to connect with other community members, 
learn new skills and try different things without leaving the valley. 

Different classes have served as an excuse to invite you to own our beautiful community centre for activities such as the 
craft group and the timebanking sessions while strengthening community links. 

The HVCC also hosted some amazing individual initiatives, like the ‘Fermented Fare’ event and, more recently, the ‘Trick or 
Treat Someone’ celebration.

In the future, we hope to continue offering you opportunities to enjoy a vibrant community life.  Please, support the job of 
all the people involved by participating in these activities and spreading the invitation with friends, family and neighbours.

- Maria Ayala

https://www.summitroadsociety.org.nz/resource-management/tussock-hill/
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Halloween … love it or hate it, one thing is certain, it’s a 
polarising subject here in New Zealand. 

This year a couple of local mums and their daughters led a 
community project in Heathcote with the hope of creating 
some choice around how more people in Heathcote could 
comfortably engage in Halloween, while at the same time 
spreading a little love to those who need it.

Based on a similar project successfully run in Lyttelton, 
locals were invited to place a love-heart on their letter-
boxes to signal they wanted to contribute non-perishable 
items which would be donated to AVIVA – family violence 
service.

The children in the neighbourhood who were keen to be 
involved could then identify which houses were happy to 
support the initiative and collect the goods.  Everyone was 
then invited to wander up to the Community Centre to 
celebrate, place the items in a trolley, have some treats and 
watch a movie together. 

In true Heathcote spirit, the 
neighbourhood showed its 
generosity.  As the evening 
progressed, the ‘borrowed’ 
trolley gradually filled up to 
over-flowing with some very 
generous and thoughtful do-
nations.  These donations were 
still coming in over the next 
week, with those houses that 

were missed during the collection ensuring their donations 
got delivered.

Over 40 children and 25 adults joined in the celebrations 
at the HVCC.  The children (and adults) were kept amused 
watching a carefully curated playlist of youtube clips in-
cluding amazing people, funny animals, dancing cockatoos 
and farting minions! 

Our wonderful local family Jo and Mike Knowles provided 
us with all of the Winnie Bagoes pizza the children and 
their happily obliging parents could eat.  We also collected 
$90 in koha which was also able to be donated to AVIVA. 

The HVCA kindly supported this initiative with their com-
munity fund covering the cost of popcorn and treats as 
well as the use of the HVCC.

Trick or Treat Someone
All in all, a great 
night, another 
opportunity for 
involvement and all 
the proceeds going 
to a worthy cause.  
A huge thanks to 
everyone who got 
behind this event, 

whether donating a can (or a whole box), helping collect 
items or wandering the streets with your children, every 
little bit counted to a fabulous result.  

“In true Heathcote spirit, 
the neighbourhood showed 
its generosity.”

The heavily laden trolley at the end of the evening.



MALTWORKS UPDATE
ONLY 24 villas left!  Village is on track to be completed 
by the end of 2019.
 
If you have not been to see the insides of the villas, please 
call down and view with Michelle or Harcourts. Open 
homes are Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 1-2pm, or 
viewing by arrangement, call Michelle on 3524900 or 
Gemma on 027 223 6471.  If you know of anyone living 
alone, perhaps they need to come down off the hills, who 
wishes to live in a brand new modern single level villa 
with plenty of sun and storage, then send them down to 
the Maltworks.  Finished villas available now, move in 
before Christmas!  And don’t forget the added bonus of 
having solar panels on the roof, creating a credit for you 
from your power provider.
 
Villa 8 – a SINGLE garage plan of 102m3, 2 beds, galley 
kitchen in between separate lounge and dining, but in an 
open plan environment and private backyard at $480,000

New Shops take shape on Port Hills Road

Villa 19 – a lovely little SINGLE 
garage plan of 102m3, 2 beds, that 
has a large open plan living/kitchen/
dining area. North facing is available 
at $480,000 
 
… and just newly finished
Villa 36 and 49 – a SINGLE garage plan of 102m3, 2 beds, 
galley kitchen in between separate lounge and dining, 
but in an open plan environment and private backyard at 
$485,000

Villa 48 – a SINGLE garage plan, 2 bedrooms, with 
separate hallway entrance, lovely lounge French sliders 
opening onto a private north facing backyard, at $487,000

Villa 39 – a SINGLE garage plan, 2 bedrooms, with lovely 
views up to Castle Rock, located in quiet cul-de-sac, 
separate toilet to bathroom, available now, at $487,000
 
Check out the Siteplan for where these places are located.  
Further details about the village can be sourced on 
www.plcgroup.co.nz

Very shortly the new shops on Port Hills Road will be opening their doors. A few of the 
new shop owners took the opportunity to introduce themselves to the community.

Hairdresser Heading to Heathcote
Tracey Peters is very excited to move her 
busy barbershop of four years from Lyttelton 
through to Heathcote Valley.  Working as 
a sole trader, she feels this is the perfect 
opportunity to expand her business and set up 
another chair or two.

Tracey has been working in the hairdressing industry since 
she was 14 years old, starting from a shampoo girl in her 
mother’s salon in Wales.  She has used her trade to travel, 
starting from a military barbershop in Germany, salons in 
Georgia, Hawaii, and Oregon in the USA.  She has been a 
hairdressing tutor in Christchurch for nine years, and her 
trade has even taken her down to the ice in the barbershop 
at McMurdo Base in Antarctica.

Tracey is hoping to be open for the New Year, and is 
looking forward to working in the Heathcote community.

Kia ora
I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself to the community of 

Heathcote valley.  I am Sirwan Khalandi, a former Kurdish 
refugee who is now a Registered Nurse.  Together with my 
family we arrived in New Zealand in 1998.  I have lived 
in Heathcote Valley for over ten years and consider it my 
home.  

Together with my business partner Ajay Sharma we will be 
opening the Maltworks Convenience Store.  It is located 
on Port Hills Road, next to the Maltworks Villas.  My wife 
Pershang, Ajay and I will be working at the store providing 
our best customer service to the community. 

 I have seen many changes to the community following 
the 2010 earthquakes.  After the previous dairy was taken 
away it felt as though the community needed to have a 
local store of its own, so that residents no longer need to 
travel a distance to get small grocery items.  Maltworks 
Convenience Store will be a local friendly store that 
provides every day grocery essentials.  We hope to have this 
operating by December.  Feel free to contact us with any 
thoughts and wishes or email: maltworkz@gmail.com 

Dairy returns

http://www.plcgroup.co.nz
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We will be closed from Monday 24th December to Thursday 3rd January with the following exception:
Open Saturday 29th December 10.30am to 12 Noon

Our new books for October and November are listed below – You can reserve your favourite titles at no charge if they are on 
loan already

LIBRARY NEWS

November Road
A Ladder to the Sky
The Wife
Dark Sacred Night
Boy Swallows Universe
Believe Mew
The Woman in the Window
The Fox
The Book of Summer
With No One As Witness
The Year of the Farmer
The Lost Man
The Mother’s Promise
Private Investigations
Game Over
State Secrets
A Brush with Death
The Accidental Further Adventures 
of the 100 Year Old Man
The Secret Keeper
Nine Perfect Strangers
Arcadia
The Clockmaker’s Daughter
The Children’s House
A Keeper
Sisters and Brothers
The House Across the Street
A Spark of Light
In A House of Lies
The Vault
Fatal Inheritance
Every Breath
Kill For Me

Berney, Lou
Boyne, John
Burke, Alafair
Connelly, Michael
Dalton, Trent
Delaney, J P
Finn, A J
Forsyth, Frederick
Gable, Michelle
George, Elizabeth
Ham, Rosalie
Harper, Jane
Hepworth, Sally
Jardine, Quintin
Jardine, Quintin
Jardine, Quintin
Jardine, Quintin
Jonasson, Jonas

Lewis, Susan
Moriarty, Liane
Morrissy, Di
Morton, Kate
Nelson, Alice
Norton, Graham
Palmer, Fiona
Pearse, Lesley
Picoult, Jodi
Rankin, Ian
Rendell, Ruth
Rhys, Rachel
Sparks, Nicholas
Wood, Tom

Author Title

To all our library members and neighbours have a wonderful Christmas 
and safe New Year



PREDATOR FREE PORT HILLS UPDATE
Imagine our 
backyards 
and parks 
bursting 
with not 
only fantails, 
bellbirds 
and grey 
warblers, 
but also 
tui, kereru, 
tomtits and 
kaka, along 

with many other birds, lizards and invertebrates.  This is 
the vision of Predator Free Port Hills, a backyard trapping 
initiative launched by the Summit Road Society in 2017.  
The aim is to support the ongoing predator trapping work 
in the Port Hills reserves and Banks Peninsula, by setting up 
a network of traps in the urban fringe of the Port Hills, and 
the Lyttelton Harbour basin.  The objective is to have one 
trap set up for every five households within five years, which 
equates to around 4000 traps. 

After a slow start, funding has now been secured through 
until the end of 2019, and the trap network is expanding 
rapidly.  There are now 17 suburbs set up with volunteer 
coordinators, and these have been organised into four 
regional hubs to allow neighbouring areas to work together.  
There have been a number of trapping and monitoring 
workshops held this year in conjunction with the CCC and 
DOC.  There have also been community trap building days 
and market stalls.  Most recently, an agreement was signed 
between a number of organisations to work towards a Pest 
Free Banks Peninsula, and the Predator Free Port Hills 
trapping program will provide an important buffer zone in 
this regard.

What’s happening in Heathcote?
In the Heathcote Valley, the project is gathering momentum.  
There are around 25 volunteers in the valley with traps 
supplied by the Summit Road Society, plus others with their 
own traps.  We use the Trap.nz website to map the location 
of traps and record catches, and we currently have 48 traps 
and a total of 96 kills (mostly possums). As the project has 
grown the coordinators in Heathcote, Mt Pleasant, Redcliffs 
and Sumner have joined forces to support each other in 
holding local events and distributing traps.  A stall has been 
running every week at the Mt Pleasant Farmers Market 
distributing information and traps, and this will continue 
fortnightly or monthly in 2019.

 How can I get involved?
If you would like to get hold of a trap and start 
trapping predators in your backyard, contact your 
local volunteer coordinator, Myles Mackintosh.  The 
Summit Road Society has a range of traps available for 
different predators such as rats, possums, mustelids and 
hedgehogs.  We can help you figure out which predators 
are present on your property, and the best option to deal 
with them.  Traps can be borrowed for up to four months 
or purchased at a heavily subsidised price.  Once you 
have a trap, accurately recording your catch data is a very 
important part of the project, and we can help you with 
that too.

If you are already trapping critters at your place, we’d like 
to hear from you too.  Including your data in the PFPH 
project will help us to track our progress and target our 
efforts where they are needed most.

Monitoring predator numbers (using tools such as chew 
cards and tracking tunnels) is a really important aspect, 
as it allows us to measure the impact of the project.  If 
you are keen to help out with this, please get in touch, 
as we will shortly be setting up a long-term monitoring 
program.  Measuring the response of native wildlife to 
predator control is more difficult but taking part in the 
Garden Bird Survey held every year in winter is a great 
way we can all contribute to this.

Contact: Myles Mackintosh, 021 1280 113
myles_mack@yahoo.co.nz

Check out our Facebook page, Predator Free Port Hills - 
Heathcote Valley, for updates and to connect with other 
local trappers.

“As the project has grown 
the coordinators in Heath-
cote, Mt Pleasant, Redcliffs 
and Sumner have joined 
forces to support each other 
in holding local events and 
distributing traps.” 

http://Trap.nz
mailto:myles_mack@yahoo.co.nz


Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes
A big thank you to those who got on board and filled a shoebox 
for needy children in South East Asia and the Pacific Island 
countries.  The boxes were so colourfully decorated, I would 
have loved to have received one myself.  

We sent off 12 from the Valley which is a great start for a new initiative.  There 
was also a group in Mt Pleasant who sent their boxes separately.  Some feedback 
received included how ’their children enjoyed doing the shopping’ with a parent 
or grandparent, ‘it was great being able to bring some cheer to others’ and ‘what 
a great idea’.
 
From our collection point at Opawa Community Church about 200 shoeboxes have headed overseas.
Well done and thanks,

- Margaret Jenkin

A WORD FROM THE GALA COMMITTEE:

Heathcote Valley 
School held another 

successful Twilight Gala.  The weather 
was against us from the start of the week but luckily the 
rain stayed away and although was rather cold it still 
was a pleasant evening had by all.
 
Entertainment from our local talent was fantastic as 
usual.  A big thank you to Sarah Hickman and her team 
for putting this all together.  The school Kapa Haka 
group opened the Gala, followed by Mahla and her crew 
with a vigorous Zumba routine to get the evening in a 
real groove.  Following this was the school’s amazing 
rock band, the school band and the training band who 
played a piece while walking around the Gala.  Jump 
Jam finished up the school part of the entertainment 
before an open mic hour started with an hour of relaxed 
music being played in the bar.  Thanks to Nik Densem 
and Anna Murdoch for their amazing talent here.
 
We had our usual favourite stalls and activities along 
with some new ones.  
 
The food stalls and coffee cart were busy all evening 
keeping the crowds fed and watered.  A special thank 
you to Mike and Sarah from Winnie Bagoes Ferrymead 
and the City for their amazing pizza selection!
 

To the entertainers for their terrific performances, to our 
families for their donations, to all the volunteers who 
spent time helping set up/pack up and during the Gala, 
and to everyone who came along and enjoyed the evening 
– we couldn’t have done it without you.
 
A special thank you to the team behind the scenes, 
Rebecca Lee, Tamsin Page, Sam Stokes, Gina Russell, 
Gabrielle Sato and Debbie McIlraith. You all put so much 
time and energy into making sure the gala was a huge 
success.
 
A huge thanks to our very generous sponsors who 
donated items for the auction and activities as well as 
cash to pay for things – please support them as they have 
supported us.  Check them out on the school website: 
 
Overall it was another fun evening of catching up with 
family and friends to finish off the week.



2024 years ago, a very 
pregnant woman and her 
husband set out on a jour-
ney from their hometown 
of Nazareth to Bethlehem.

In 1998 my very pregnant 
wife and I set out on a simi-
lar journey from Ellerslie to 
National Women’s Hospital.

Our journey was only 4km, as 
opposed to that of Mary and Joseph’s 
one of 157km.  It took us about seven 
minutes in a modern car, whereas 
the road (which was little more than 
a rugged track) to Bethlehem (Now 
Route 6) would have taken about 
33 hours, perhaps even longer on a 
donkey.  Waiting for us was an orderly 
with a wheel-chair who immediately 
took us to a room where we were met 
by a midwife and our specialist.  The 
hospital was clean and warm; the 
staff were friendly and kind and there 
was an atmosphere of calmness and 
excitement. Conversely, waiting for 
Mary was an Inn-keeper who sent 
them to an animal stall.

Our journey included an argument!  
I was driving too fast, took corners 
too quickly, ran over every curb and 
pot hole in the road, the seatbelt was 
too tight, the air conditioning was too 
hot, then too cold, I didn’t indicate for 
long enough when turning a corner, 
I spoke too loudly, then too softly, I 
didn’t have both hands on the wheel, 
I was the most uncaring husband and 
I didn’t know what it was like to be 
in labour.  Finally (in frustration), I 
told Sue to stop moaning as it wasn’t 
like she was traveling 100 miles on a 
donkey to a stable!

The journey upon which we were to 
embark was perhaps the most excit-
ing for our lives together.  In a few 
short moments, the frustrations of the 
journey were forgotten as the reality of 

the final stages of confine-
ment became real.  The 
emotional roller coaster 
that began nine months 
earlier was at its height; 
that short vehicle ride was 
one that was to change our 
lives forever. I felt like Neil 
Armstrong ready to take 

that small step for man into the giant 
leap for mankind; after all, we were to be 
the first parents, ever!

Tim, the baby in question is now 20 
years of age, nearly finished an aircraft 
engineering apprenticeship and lives in 
Auckland.  My time as a parent in his life 
is drawing to a close. I am now learning 
things from him.  I am no longer the 6’1” 
hero in his life as he can run faster, swim 
further, water ski for longer and throw 
a ball further than I.  I find now after 
20 years, that relationship as a father is 
transformed; he is my friend.

As we move closer to Christmas, I find 
myself thinking about the Christmas 
story in terms of my own life as a father 
of three kids.  I wonder whether Joseph 
was in as much trouble as I was on his 
special journey, and I think of Mary 
in terms of my own relationship with 
my wife and the mother she is to our 
children.  This journey of fatherhood has 
transformed my faith in God in a real 
way, as I see Jesus not only as the Son of 
God, but through the eyes of humanity.  
In Christ, God came to Earth and in 
him we see the never to be forgotten, 
“Human face of God Almighty”.

When I look at my theological library, I 
see many books about the Christ-Mass 
story.  Some are so theologically written 
that I need my Greek lexicon to under-
stand them.  Others are so simple that I 
turn them into power point presentation 
and use them with the Sunday School.  
But the reality is that as a parent, the 
story has taken on a new significance, 
one that can’t be contained within the 

pages of a book.  The journey of raising 
a child (children) is perhaps the most 
wonderful experience.  And like my son 
who is now no longer my ward, I find my 
relationship with Jesus is the same.  That 
small child, born in a Bethlehem stable 
because there was no room at the Inn, 
has transformed the world, regardless 
of whether one believes in the Christian 
truths or not. We cannot deny the influ-
ence that Christ has in our world.

For the Holy Family, I can only imagine 
how that 157km must have been and 
the arrival in Bethlehem, to be sent to 
a lowly stable “out back”.  Jesus began 
his life being locked out because there 
was no room for him inside.  Christmas 
Day brings us to celebrate one of the 
most significant Feasts of the Christian 
Church.  I guess that the fact we all guard 
this day so preciously is a reminder that 
while the celebration continues, there 
is always room for the Christ-child in 
our lives in some way or other.  For 
Mary and Joseph, that fraught journey 
into parenthood was to become the 
most exciting trip, and that experience 
continues for us today, and is our 
inheritance.

From all of us in the Anglican Parish 
of Heathcote and Mt Pleasant, I join 
with all the Christian denominations 
of the area and wish you a very happy 
and exciting Christmas time.  Everyone 
is welcome to join us for this special 
celebration.

Mark Sullivan
Vicar, the 
Anglican Parish of 
Heathcote and Mt 
Pleasant.

Mark’s miracle Story -  St Mary’s Christmas Celebrations



WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HEATHCOTE?
The Heathcote Village 

Community Google 
Group is an email 
mailing list that 

distributes messages 
about happenings in the 

wider Heathcote Valley area and other matters of local 
concern. 

Google Groups is a free service provided by the famous 
Google search engine company and provides a very 
effective means of distributing information to a group of 
recipients. 

We have over 400 residents on the email group. We find 
it works exceptionally well! To join, send an email to: 
heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com

 
You can find information on our new 
website: https://hvcc.org.nz

Heathcote Valley Online

Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for updates and local events: at 
Heathcote Village Project.

If you previously had an email address with .slingshot, .xtra or .paradise 
you may now not be receiving updates.  If you suspect you may have dropped 
off the list or have since changed your email address, please contact us at 
heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com and we will help you to update your 
address so you can continue to get updates.

On the Heathcote Google Group?  How do you find the frequency of emails?  
Too many, not enough or, just right?  Do you find the correspondence you re-
ceive relevant to you?  What would you like to hear more about?

There is also an option to receive an email digest once a week.  Let us know what is working or not working for you.  It is 
only through your feedback and thoughts that we can improve what we do. 

The Heathcote Google Group - Are you still up-to-date?

Our beautiful community centre is available for hire. 
For all bookings and enquiries please email:
 hvcc.bookings@gmail.com

mailto:heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com
https://hvcc.org.nz
https://facebook.com/HeathcoteVillageProject
mailto:heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com
mailto:hvcc.bookings@gmail.com


The end of the year 
has rolled around and 

summer seems to be greeting us up front to round out 
an incredible 2018. May it be a sign of themes in the 
year to come.

This has been a big year for the Bridge2Rocks timebank 
taking our first regular "hangout" sessions with the 
Heathcote Community Centre, growing growing 
growing, and surpassing our first 1000 exchanges 
made sharing simply time for time. All the new faces, 
new ideas and amazing stories have made Wednesday 
mornings a weekly highlight.  Awesome to see the 
HVCA getting amongst it with timebanking as well, and 
enjoying the benefit with fixes around the centre, even 
landscaping from the talented green thumb (hand and 
arm) of one of our members. 

The timebank grounds itself in reciprocity, in 
connectedness, and in recognizing and redefining value.  
The end of the year seems like a good time to do that, 
as many of us gather around and remember friends and 
family.  Is Heathcote the home where the heart is?  We 
hope for you it has been, and that it can be.  To all the 
folk chipping in helping out with their various roles, 
on project boards and helping hobby groups, running 

Bridge2Rocks Timebank

businesses around the community and giving care for 
others (be they big kids, little kids, or kids at heart!), 
thank you :-)  What you do is important.  It makes 
the neighbourhood tick, and I know from personal 
experience that those small, often unrecognized gifts 
of generosity make a world of difference.  I hope that 
as the year rounds out you can take time to appreciate 
the things you have done (for yourself as well as for 
others!) and the things others have done for you.  Let’s 
carry that through into the new year.  There is a lot 
set to change in 2019.  New growth, new ideas, and 
powerful opportunities taking shape.  Keep your eyes 
out for Timebanks of Canterbury from our end, the 
next big thing in the works, and maybe we'll see you in 
the HVCC some time for a cuppa 
with Bridge2Rocks.  Take care, 
stay safe and don't forget - the little 
things are big things!  Thank you for 
sharing :-) 

Hope to see you soon.
Aroha nui,
Dean and Robin.

Celebrating at the recent opening of The Maltworks 
Clubhouse
Left to right, Michelle Tait, Sara Templeton, Mark Revis 
and Jedd Pearce.

The Maltworks Clubhouse is open ...

The wise words that greet you on entering the Maltworks Clubhouse

https://www.facebook.com/Bridge2RocksTimeBank


• On Station Road there is a fruit and veggie table where you can leave excess produce or take some home. 
 

• You can pick up a coffee at the Heathcote Valley School on Tuesday and Thursday mornings during term time.

• We have five noticeboards in the valley located in the playground, outside St Mary’s Church, Station Road, the 
corner of Port Hills Road and Mauger Drive and outside Upshot.  If you have an item or event relevant to locals, 
you can put your notices up. 

 

• The resident peacock can be spotted regularly roaming around Bridle Path Road. 
 

• There is a children’s playground in Warner Reserve between Mauger Drive and Warner Place.
 

• There is a free BBQ at the top of the domain. 
 

• There are three book fridges on Martindales Road. Take home or share some new reading material.
 

• One of Heathcote’s best kept secrets, Birdseye Reserve is a little treasure on our doorstep.  If you have never been 
there before this summer may be the perfect time to wander up and take a look.  It’s located just off Bridle Path 
Road opposite the Domain.  A mini orchard (planted by locals) lies at the front and just behind the hedge is a 
lovely spot to sit and have a picnic with family and friends. 

Local spots - Check them out this summer ...
Everyone knows that Heathcote is a great place to live but here are a 
few things you may not know about or had forgotten. Many of these 
awesome initiatives have been championed by locals who have seen a 
need or been inspired to give something a go.



We would like to extend our thanks to the Christchurch City Council and the Rata Foundation for their financial 
support. This has helped us continue to support Heathcote, strengthen our relationships and remain a strong and 
connected community. 

Join us in 2019 for a chance to learn, share, and grow 
together.

LinC Incubator is an intensive training programme 
designed for people in communities, wanting to 
develop their leadership knowledge, skills, and 
confidence.  It is a nine month longitudinal programme 
that consists of:
• 3 single day forums
• 6 x 3 hr small groups: Action Learning Groups
• Strength coaching profile and 2 x 1:1 strengths 
coaching.
If you are interested in developing your own leadership, 
this programme is for you.
For more information and for online application go to 
www.lincproject.org.nz

Are you interested in growing your own leadership or in growing 
leadership in others? 

Snap Send Solve is a smartphone app to help 
make reporting issues to council easy.

The Snap Send Solve app works by identifying the location 
the photo is taken using the phone’s GPS data.

It sends an email to the Council from your email address, 
including the incident type, notes, address of incident, 
photo, and contact details.

The report is then allocated to the relevant Council 
department. 

The more information provided, the better CCC can help 
isolate and investigate the issue.

http://www.lincproject.org.nz


Thursday 20th December 2018, Heathcote Valley Riding School 7-9pm

Come and join us for some local Christmas spirit and carol singing together.
Bring a chair to sit on!

131 Bridle Path Road
Sausage sizzle and ice-creams provided.

We are keen to have some local folk offer Christmas Carol 
items.

If you would like to offer a musical 
item to play or sing a christmas 
carol as part of our Christmas in the Valley 2018 please contact: 
lynjansennz@gmail.com or clanmckie5@gmail.com

CAROLS IN THE VALLEY

Daily mini-missions to help you feel good!
The All Right App helps you improve your health and 
wellbeing by reminding you to do the simple things 
that make a difference.

Being proactive about our wellbeing can give us a real 
boost, even when times are stressful. While there’s no 
magic wand or bullet to ensure good mental health 
and wellbeing, research shows that taking a few simple 
steps to care for ourselves each day can help us feel 
good and cope better with the challenges life throws at 
us.

All Right? supports people to become more aware of their mental heath and wellbeing, 
and to take small and regular steps to improve it.

All Right? is a Healthy Christchurch initiative led by the Canterbury District Health 
Board and the Mental Health Foundation of New Zealand. The campaign was launched 
in February 2013 to support Cantabrians as the region recovers from the earthquakes.

The All Right App will give you an easy ‘mini mission’ 
each day, around the area of your choice. As you 
complete missions, the app will reward you with 
positive feedback and beads that show you how many 
missions you’ve completed.
The best bit is that each mission will give you a 
quick wellbeing boost, because they’re based on 
international research into the things that help us feel 
good. It’s all about doing what we can and enjoying 
what we do because when it comes to feeling good, 
the little things we do really add up.

www.allright.org.nz

mailto:lynjansennz@gmail.com
mailto:clanmckie5@gmail.com
http://www.allright.org.nz


 
If you would like to support the Heathcote Valley Community 
Association, you can do so by becoming a financial member.
Simply fill out the details below and post with your donation
(Suggested donation is $10.00 per household) to:

The Treasurer 
100 Port Hills Road (the letter box is in Stedley Place)
Heathcote Valley
Christchurch 8022
027 491 6476
or
Internet banking account: 03-1369-0182187-00 
Please use the following codes:
Particulars: Subs
Code: Your family name
Reference: Your address

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email: 

Support the Heathcote Valley Community Association

Your membership is important to us

HVCA Committee 
contact details:  
Lewis Low (Chairperson): 384 3356  
Judy Stack (Treasurer): 027 491 6476
Luke Gardiner: 021 755 737
Margaret Jenkin: 376 4501
Ken Lomax: 960 5542
Maria Ayala: 022 090 2615
Felicity Backhouse: 384 1755
Jackie Foulkes: 021 799 744              
Sooze Harris: 021 023 07299
Sharon Crane: 021 060 6770 
        

Wishing you all a very wonderful 
Christmas with family and friends. 
We look forward to connecting with 
you more in 2019.


