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We are fortunate enough in 
Heathcote to have many great 
people who do so much for our 
wonderful community.  

Is there anyone you would like to nominate 
for a Shout Out? Let us know by contacting: 
heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com

John Laidlaw
  John has voluntarily mowed the 

lawns at the Village Garden for 
over a year, helped out with 
repairs and put in loads of 
his own time to help keep 
the garden looking tip top. 
Thanks John.

SBS
 

The HVCA banks with SBS and 
have been the lucky recipient 
of $1000 as part of their 
Star account quarterly prize 
draw. A wonderful bank to 
deal with and local too.

Shout Out

Classes have now started at the Heathcote Valley 
Community Centre. 

Te reo Māori

Astronomy

Hatha Yoga

Imagination Yoga (Children)

Musical Theatre (Children)

Don’t miss this opportunity! You can still join these 
classes. More information about classes and how to enrol: 
http://heathcotecommunitycentre.org.nz

The community centre is available for party, conference 
and workshop hire. For all bookings and enquiries please 
email: hvcc.bookings@gmail.com

Monday 

Monday 

Tuesday
Thursday 

Tuesday 

Tuesday

News from the HVCC

6.00 - 7.00pm

7.30 - 9.30pm

9.30 - 10.45am
5.30 - 6.45pm

3.30 - 4.30pm

4.30 - 5.30pm



A FOND FAREWELL
Many friends and neighbours of Drina Sisarich and Ian McLeod gathered on 9 December at 
the community centre to farewell them from the valley and to show appreciation for the huge 
contribution they made during their 12 years here. Sara Templeton reminded everyone of their 
wide involvement in the community, including chairing the Community Association, newsletters, 
fundraising calendars, production of their book Just in Time: Heathcote Valley 2010, sports club, tree 
planting … and much more. A few years ago they each received a community service award from the 
Community Board.

They were presented with a ‘key to the valley’, beautifully made by 
artist Paul Deans. Both Ian and Drina will be greatly missed but we 

know that our loss will be their new neighbours’ gain. We wish them much happiness in 
their new home.

Linda Harrison

The fifth birthday of Nostalgia Festival celebrated record 
numbers with around 4000 festival-goers packing into 
Ferrymead Heritage Park for a day packed full of music, 
food, arts and entertainment. The festivals bike gang 
also grew in numbers with over 130 people cycling 
together from the central city to the festival. 

A big thank you to those who supported the 
Community Association and Heathcote Valley School 
combined fundraiser by buying tickets to the Nostalgia 
Festival through our networks. We are thrilled to 
announce we sold 34 tickets and raised a total of $709 
which will go toward supporting youth services in our 
community centre.Freecycle Day

Wednesday 25th 
April. Dawn 
Parade Assemble 
at 6.15am at the 
monument on 
Bridle Path and 
Martindale Road 
intersection.

After the dawn service everyone is welcome to come to the 
Valley Inn Tavern to enjoy a cooked breakfast.

There will be no letterbox drop of the ANZAC Notice, but 
Order of Service sheets will be available at the service.

Any enquiries please phone Felicity – 384 1755 or 
027 2147 833

Our fourth Freecycle Day is on its way!

During daylight hours on Saturday 7th April 
(rainy day alternative 8th April) we invite Heathcote residents 
to place their unwanted quality items in front of their 
properties. Then take a walk or a drive around the valley to 
find yourself a great treasure or meet some of the treasures’ 
prior owners.

In order to ensure this event’s success we ask that you:

• Remove unwanted items before sundown. 
•  Ensure items are well clear of the road.
•  Treat other people’s property and items with respect.
•  Have fun.



We have got off to a great start 
of the term and it is great to 
see everyone starting to settle into their new classrooms. 

My name is Jasper and I am the new community liaison, my 
job is to liaise with the community on what is happening 
round the school and write the occasional newsletter. Great 
work to all the Year 8s who got a leadership role/roles and 
to anyone who got an award at prize-giving. Our schedule is 
already being booked in for sports and leadership days. 

On the 14th of February we had a Little Hearts Day to raise 
awareness about child heart disease in New Zealand. We 
also have the swimming sports and triathlon coming up 
soon.

I would like to thank Jo Matla, Tash Rippin and Cal Hager 
for helping out the baristas during the holidays and all the 
teachers for getting everything ready for the start of the 
term. I hope that everyone has a great year and likes their 
new classmates and teachers.

Jasper Sharp

A WORD FROM HVS
We meet every Tuesday afternoon 
from 3.15pm till around 5.00pm. 
Everybody is welcome, including 
your little people. 

A pot luck dinner is held on the 
first Tuesday of the month from 5.30pm, weather 
dependent. We encourage you to come along and 
share some kai with us.

Welcome to the new people that have been attending 
regularly on Tuesday afternoons. Great to have you 
join our team of scarecrows.

We now have a roster for lawn mowing and have 
had two wonderful locals put their hand up to help 
out with this task. We would love to add others 
to this roster so if you can spare approximately 
an hour per month please email Amelia at 
heathcotevillagegarden@gmail.com or ring 
021 2058 685

Tip of the day from the garden: Don’t let your 
courgettes turn into marrows.

See you there!
Team Scarecrow

FROM THE VILLAGE GARDEN

Have you considered 
trying lawn bowls?
 Why not come along for 
a try?
We are a social club so we all play for fun.
The bowling club is on 40 Bridle Path Road. 

We play on Tuesday evenings from 6.30 to 8.00pm and 
from 2.00pm on Tuesdays and Sunday afternoons.

The club has plenty of bowls that you can use. If you 
want more information you can contact the secretary at 
heathcotecommunitysportclub@gmail.com or call Don on 
027 9609 299

Heathcote Community Sports Club 
INC.

HVCA Meetings
The Heathcote Valley Community 
Association now meet on the last Tuesday 
of the month at the Heathcote Community 
Centre at 7.30pm, 45 Bridle Path Road. 
Everyone is welcome to come along and hear 
about what is happening in our community.

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
27th March 2018. 



Heathcote/Mount Pleasant 
Anglican Parish

With the Christmas and New 
Year celebrations over, we now 
look forward to another busy year 
ahead for the Parish of Heathcote/
Mount Pleasant.

It was pleasing to see all the 
Christmas services in 2017 were 
very well attended, especially the 
Children’s Christmas Eve service. 
Over 100 parents and children 
enjoyed this special day which 

ended with a sausage sizzle and other treats. Numbers 
attending the midnight service and Christmas Day service 
were up on previous years.
 
The sales of Christmas trees went well again and this year 
we managed to take the tops out of some of the large trees 
before we cut these down to make way for new plantings 
later in 2018. Most of the off cuts will be mulched and 
spread among the younger trees. Thank you to all the 
people who supported the Parish by buying trees.
 
Our Vicar for the past two and a half years, Rt Rev Dr 
David Coles, retired on the 28th January. David has 
done great work in the Parish and made a lot of new 
friends in the time he has been with us. On Saturday the 
10th February, an official farewell and presentation was 
held. In his farewell speech, David spoke of the “unique” 
community spirit in the Valley and how much both he and 
his wife Joy had enjoyed working here.  
 
Currently the Rev Bob Tremewen and his wife, the Rev 
Justine Tremewen, are filling in until a new permanent 
Vicar is appointed. Interviews have been held and it is 
likely an appointment will be made in March.
 
Twinkle Tots recommenced at the start of the school year 
and is still held every Friday morning 10.30am – midday 
in the Village Hall.  
 
The Community Garden Group in the Church grounds 
are always looking for volunteers to help maintain this. If 
you have a spare hour, call in. You will be most welcome.

Sara’s spot
The Christchurch City Council’s Long 
Term Plan is out for consultation at the 
moment - and if you submit on nothing 
else, this is the one to do. It’s the city’s 
budget for the next 10 years; what the 
priorities are for infrastructure, services 

and facilities and how we plan to rate, borrow and charge 
to cover the costs. It’s a big challenge to get the balance 
right and hearing from residents is important.

One of the biggest changes in the Plan here in Heathcote 
is the delaying of the Heathcote Expressway cycleway 
that was designed to be an off-road route getting locals 
to town and tourists to Ferrymead Heritage Park and the 
Gondola. Now, instead of finishing this year, as planned 
and consulted on, the section from the Tannery to 
Martindales Rd has been pushed out until 2025/26! This 
leaves residents with no option but to continue going on 
the narrow road (or narrower footpath) under Tunnel 
Road and riding next to the large trucks heading down 
the off ramp to the inland port.

If this or any other issue (rates increases, roading 
condition, maintenance, water quality, impacts or 
mitigation of climate change etc) is something that you’d 
like Council to work on then now is the time to have 
your say. The consultation is open from 9 March to 13 
April and you can submit online at 
ccc.govt.nz/haveyoursay. All of the underlying documents 
and information are up online too. Speaking at the 
hearings is a really effective way to get your message 
across too - the councillors are a captive audience and 
will get a chance to hear you and ask questions.

Feel free to contact me with any specific questions on 
Sara.templeton@ccc.govt.nz and like my Facebook page 
(Councillor Sara Templeton) where I’ll also be putting up 
lots of information.

Ngā mihi,
Sara.



Heathcote Cricket Club News
Our seven adult teams have been enjoying the warm, 
sometimes too warm, summer weather. Water bottles have 
been regularly re-filled during play and a more amber 
coloured fluid has been very welcome after the game is 
over.

Three of our teams are in the hunt for trophies as the 
season draws to a close. Our First team are playing in 
what will be the last year of the Senior ‘A’ grade. They have 
already won the one day competition, and are currently 
top of the two day competition with three rounds still to 
play. It will be a memorable feat if we can manage to “do 
the double”.

Our Second team have been a bit short of numbers this 
year but are performing creditably in the 2B grade. In 3B 
our Third team started with a hiss and a roar, winning 
their first six games but have unfortunately slipped a 
bit pre and post-Christmas. Our 4A team have been 
struggling a bit this season but have been enjoying their 
cricket. In Division 2 of the 20/20 grade our two teams 
currently lie second and third. We have great hopes that 
one of them will come out on top at the end of the season. 
It makes for an interesting day when they get to play 
against each other! Our Women’s team have also been a bit 
low on numbers but have managed a few wins.

Our seven junior teams (six boys and one girls) have 
been enjoying their Saturday morning cricket and we 
very much hope that some stars of the future will emerge 
from their ranks. Notably our Year 7 side, the Heathcote 

Thunder, were unbeaten prior 
to Christmas. 

On Monday evenings we 
also run a successful Junior 
Academy for our older juniors 
and high school students. This 
Academy was set up a few 

years ago and we are now starting to see the benefit of it. 
Some of the original members are now getting towards the 
end of their high school years and are available for our adult 
teams during the school holidays.

The Friday night cricket for the younger kids is proving to 
be as popular as ever. It is very rewarding to see all those 
prospective cricketers learning the basic skills of the
game, while their parents enjoy some social time.

We are fortunate at the club to have a large group of 
volunteers who help the club run so well. There are too 
many names to mention but we have grounds people who 
look after the wickets, coaches who coach the juniors and 
adults, a strong club committee, a newly formed junior 
committee, together with several Vice Presidents and Life 
Members who give freely of their time and knowledge.

Ken Lomax
President

Sara’s spot

Maltworks Update
The consent for the shops on Port 
Hills Road has now been lodged at 
Christchurch City Council and the 
convenience store lease has been 
confirmed.

You may have noticed the new 
Barley Stalks 
gracing the 
entranceway 
to the Villas. 
These were 
created by 
Mark Larsen 
of Kaiapoi.



We hope you all had a great Xmas and New Year. 

The library would like to remind you that our new hours are:
Monday to Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

We hope these hours will suit our residents as we have had 
many requests to make these changes.

HEATHCOTE VALLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY INC.
Author
Graeme Simsion
Marion Keyes
Liane Moriarty
Nina George
Gerald Seymour
Anne Cleeves
Karen Cleveland
Greer Hendricks and 
Sarah Pekkanen
Colin Gray
Cath Weeks
Louise Allan
Emily Koch
Danielle Steel
Adam Brookes

Title
The Rosie Project
Rachel’s Holiday
Big Little Lies
The Little Paris Bookshop
A Damned Serious Business
Harbour Street
Need to Know
The Wife Between Us

Sign
Mothers
The Sisters’ Song
If I Die Before I Wake
Fall from Grace
The Spy’s Daughter

Happy Reading
Heathcote Librarians

A Its Despite our 
aging membership 

we I was checking some of the archival files of the HVCA and found this interesting article 
prepared by Peter Ross in 2007 on the history of the original Martindales Rail Bridge 
which was replaced after the earthquakes. I have edited the article and apologise to 
Peter for any pertinent facts I may have omitted. I found the last paragraph particularly 
poignant and the whole article a further reminder of our lost heritage. 

The original Martindales Rd railway underpass was possibly the oldest railway bridge in 
the country. It was also rare if not unique in having brick abutments. The English bond 
brickwork was likely completed during 1865. The iron girder beams reported to be in 
Lyttelton at that time would no doubt have been set in place shortly after. The bridge would have been used by the first 
goods train through the Lyttleton Tunnel on the night of November 19, 1867 and the first passenger train on the morning 
of December 12, 1867, and all traffic thereafter.

The beams had a span of 22 feet 5 inches (6.86m). Originally they carried a single broad gauge track, but in 1876 a 3ft 6in 
gauge line was completed from Christchurch parallel to and south of the broad gauge. By December 1878 full conversion 
to 3ft 6in had been completed and the line from Heathcote to Christchurch was operated as double track. The beams were 
replaced in 1927 in anticipation of electrification. Martindales Rd was named for Robert Martindale (1831–1892) who 
arrived in Canterbury about 1863 and lived in Heathcote Valley. Robert was foreman to George Holmes, the contractor 
who built the Lyttelton tunnel and almost certainly the bridge as well.

In the 1990s the Regional Civil Defence Lifelines Project identified the Martindales Rd Bridge, particularly the brick 
abutments, as being at serious risk in a major earthquake. This may have been due to the fact that incidents involving 
over-height trucks were becoming steadily more frequent and serious. Around 2000 the abutments were reinforced with 
engineering resin and large steel plates were anchored into the embankment. Following further damage, strong steel and 
concrete protective barriers were erected outside and a little lower than the bridge beams.

A more insidious threat than earthquake or trucks may be some Heathcote residents, who see the underpass as an 
inconvenience and a traffic hazard. Not counting the pedestrian way, the carriageway is only 4.9, wide and is thus restricted 
to one-way traffic.

Peter Ross July 2007 -  Sources: Members of NZ Railways Research Group and John Robb.
 
Judy Stack

Martindales Rail Bridge - A little bit of history

Heathcote Valley 
School children 
enjoying a story at the 
library on a Thursday 
afternoon.

2.00pm to 4.00pm
2.00pm to 6.00pm
10.30am to 12 noon

New titles listed are coming soon: You can reserve any 
of these titles by coming into the library and requesting 
a reserve slip to be filled out. You will then be advised 
when the books are ready for issue. 



Over the past few HVCA meetings a number of us have 
expressed frustration at the roadside maintenance (or lack 
thereof) in Heathcote Valley and it’s an issue that seems 
unlikely be resolved anytime soon, as our city has such a huge 
range of post-quake issues. The problem isn’t ours alone, 
and most suburban Community Associations field the same 
frustrated comments from their residents.

We’d all love to see Heathcote looking pristine and neat with the Domain picnic area mowed neatly and the long grass 
and weeds on the railway and tunnel road embankments maintained more often that what appears to be a quick flick 
with the weed-eater a couple of weeks before Christmas.

I regularly grit my teeth when I walk down Truscotts Road and discover that someone else has dumped their household 
rubbish on the side of the road, or when the car-park at Duncan Park is hosting someone’s old couch.

Help is at hand though and recently I discovered ‘Snap, Send, Solve’ which is a smartphone app conveying your 
particular concern to the Council. I’ve used it a number of times in the past few months and the offending articles have 
been removed, usually within couple of days. It works, as does a call to the Council on 03 9418 999. You will receive a job 
number and you can ask when the problem will be dealt with and you can ring back if that doesn’t happen.

I also believe in self-help though and as the road sweeper doesn’t visit the Valley every week, it’s a good idea to take a 
broom out to clear any debris out of the gutter or call the Council if you think your drain may be blocked. We can’t stop 
the tunnel road weed-eaters from spraying green waste all over the road but we can look after our ‘own patch’. We can 
mow our own verges and we can take a bag with us on our walk and pick up a couple of bits of rubbish off the roadside 
or pathways – it all helps to keep our Valley’s and our city beautiful.

Judy Stack

We Own our solutions

We have been busy, with our administration account benefitting from 
marshalling for duathlons and triathlons as well as the City Marathon, 
the Summer Starter Fun Run and Science Alive. The projects account 
benefitted from such activities as sausage sizzles at Corsair Bay, Mitre 10 
and Bunnings as well as Entertainment Book sales, pea straw, compost and fertilizer sales, and Lions Mints. This enabled 
us to donate a total of $8,653 to Brain Injured Children Trust, LMLCCT, Maddie Collins, Redcliffs Public Library, Child 
Mobility Foundation, Diabetes Youth, Spirit of Adventure, Canterbury Medical Research Foundation, Sumner Lifeboat, 
NZ Suicide Prevention Trust, Heathcote Valley Community Trust, Child Mobility Foundation, Pegasus Town Lions 
Club, Kaikoura Earthquake, Aviva, Camp Quality, Gastrointestinal Cancer Institute of NZ, Fostering Kids, Eddie Hogan, 
Madeira Gatu, Blind and Low Vision Education Network, Cyclone Debbie, Cholmondeley Home, Heads Up For Kids, 
Autism NZ, Santa Claus Workshop, Edgecumbe Flood, Sumner Surf Lifesaving Club and the Schools Music Festival.

Also, although we didn’t sponsor schools this year, we paid into the fund to assist other clubs with the likes of the Speech 
Contests and the Peace Poster Competition. A group still meets most Tuesday afternoons to process used spectacles 
for distribution around the Pacific. Also we moved house contents and collected aluminium cans, tabs and screw tops 
for Kidney Kids and old money for Heads Up for Kids. Additionally, members served in the community with such as 
delivering meals on wheels, driving the Red Cross van and door knocking with the Christchurch Community Response 
earthquake team.

Peter Payne
President

Ferrymead Lions club report Excerpt



 HVCA Committee contact 
details:  
Lewis Low (Chairperson): 384 3356  
Judy Stack (Treasurer): 027 491 6476
Luke Gardiner: 021 755 737
Margaret Jenkin: 376 4501
Ken Lomax: 960 5542
Maria Ayala: 022 090 2615
Felicity Backhouse: 384 1755
Jackie Foulkes: 021 799 744              
Sooze Harris: 021 023 07299
Sharon Crane: 021 060 6770 
        

If you would like to support the Heathcote Valley Community 
Association, you can do so by becoming a financial member. 
Just fill out the details below and post with your donation
(Suggested donation is $10.00 per household) to:

The Treasurer 
100 Port Hills Road (the letter box is in Stedley Place)
Heathcote Valley
Christchurch 8022
027 491 6476

Or into the account: 03-1369-0182187-00 
Please ensure you include your name in the code and street 
address in reference box. 

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email: 

We would like to extend our thanks to the Christchurch City Council and the Rata Foundation for their financial 
support. This has helped us continue to support Heathcote, strengthen our relationships and remain a strong and 
connected community.  

 

You can find information on our new 
website: 
www.heathcotecommunitycentre.org.nz 

Heathcote Valley Online

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for 
updates and local events: at Heathcote 
Village Project.

The Heathcote Village 
Community Google 
Group is an email 
mailing list that 

distributes messages about 
happenings in the wider 

Heathcote Valley area and other 
matters of local concern. 

Google Groups is a free service provided by the famous 
Google search engine company and provides a very 
effective means of distributing information to a group of 
recipients. 

We now have over 400 residents on the email group. We 
find it works exceptionally well! To join, send an email 
to: heathcotevillageproject@gmail.com

WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HEATHCOTE?

Thank you!! Your membership is important to us


