
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March 2018 – Volume 28 

Bright Expectations Baskets LLC  
is weaving in either 

Mt. Vernon, IL or Naples, FL 

Becky Bechtel 

E-mail:  beckybechtel@gmail.com 
 

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com 
www. BrightExpectations.Etsy.com 

www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations 

 

Please remember that when viewing 

the newsletter from your computer, that 

clicking on anything shown in blue will 

link you directly to the correct website 

referenced. 

I always have more than just a few irons in the fire. And even 

more on the back burner that are waiting to be moved to the 

flame. One of the biggies was taking my website up to the next 

level. My needs had changed, technology is continually 

improving, and there were some things that just need to be re-

worked to function in a more user-friendly format.  

With much excitement, my newly revised website is now live! One 

of the major adjustments was to list “Ready-to-Ship Baskets” 

exclusively on my Etsy site. If you shop for finished baskets now, 

you are seamlessly transitioned from my website to Etsy to view 

(and/or purchase) them there. This alleviates the hassle of 

keeping two inventories in sync. Whew! 

Pattern and kit sales are still listed on my website, along with a 

growing list of free tutorials that may be downloaded and printed 

for easy reference when weaving.  

Back issues for The Reed Reader are all archived on a separate 

tab. By clicking in any year’s archive, a recap of each month’s 

issue is stated for easy reference. Any issue can be opened, 

downloaded in PDF format, and printed. 

Greater emphasis can now be given to the Weaving in the 

Sunshine State basket weaving retreat with a focus on making 

information easier to locate and view.  

Yes, there are some kinks that need worked out and it will always 

be a work in progress, but I’m really liking the feel of the new site 

design. I hope you will too. Come see the re-design now at 

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com. 

Page 1:  

Website Re-Design … Done☑ 

Teachers … It’s time to submit! 

Page 2-3: 

    “Jagoda” Twill Table Basket 

     Significance of Strawberry Basket 

Page 4-5: 

     Ecommerce & Domain Names 

 

Page 6: 

Patterns Available on my 

Website or in my Etsy shop. 

Did you know that you can access back issues of “The Reed 

Reader”? If you’d like to read any of the newsletters you missed or 

share back issues with a friend, just click here …  

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com/TheReedReader 

 

 Basket Weaving 

Suppliers Map 
 

TEACHERS … It’s time to submit your class applications! 

Well … almost, anyway! I’ll have the application ready for 

teachers to apply for the 2019 Weaving in the Sunshine 

State basket weaving retreat in just a few days. Want to be 

added to the teacher notification list? Just let me know! 

Send me an email: beckybechtel@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:beckybechtel@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Response
http://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
http://www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations
http://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/blogs/news/weaving-in-the-sunshine-state
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/pages/newsletter-the-reed-reader
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149,-93.90604725625002&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149%2C-93.90604725625002&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149%2C-93.90604725625002&z=5
mailto:beckybechtel@gmail.com?subject=Teacher%20Application%20for%202019%20Weaving%20in%20the%20Sunshine%20State%20Basket%20Weaving%20Retreat


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"JAGODA" – Twill Weave with French Randing & Matchstick Rim 

To purchase this PATTERN, 

please click below. 

"JAGODA" 

It’s strawberry season here in Florida and 

those big juicy berries are one of my favorites. 

I have no idea if that’s what was in the back of 

my mind when this basket evolved or not, lol. 

But there was also an old song from the 90’s 

on my lips (I only sing aloud when no one’s 

home much to my husband’s delight). 

Remember “Strawberry Wine” by Deanna 

Carter? You would remember it if you heard it 

again I’m sure. (Here’s a trivia tidbit for you … 

that song was on her “Did I Shave My Legs for 

This?” album, lololol.) Anyway … (off track 

there for a minute), Jagoda means 

“strawberry” in either Croatian or Serbian and 

fits the baskets shape perfectly.  

Learn French Randing, with an asymmetrical 

design and the fun-to-weave Matchstick or 

Folded Rim. Lots of photos and instruction! 

 The Potawatomi word for strawberry is demen, which is translated as “heart berry” and they are considered a gift from 

the Creator. In Algonquian languages, the word for heart and strawberry are almost always the same. Strawberries are 

often used during monthly full moon ceremonies and symbolize womanhood. Many Strawberry Baskets are given to 

newborn babies and are kept as treasures for their whole lives and then taken with them into the Spirit World. Often, 

a piece of their umbilical cord is kept in the basket along with other items of special meaning so that their ancestors 

will recognize them when they arrive. 

A Native American Strawberry Basket, much like a pineapple basket, is considered an effigy basket (meaning “in the 

shape of”) that has traditional religious or cultural importance.  Many traditional Strawberry Baskets are created from 

black ash and are true works of art that display a very high degree of workmanship by the artist. Dyes for the black ash 

are created by harvesting certain flowers and plants. 

Weaving effigy baskets is a culturally significant art form that is passed down from one generation to the next while 

the elder teaches the importance of the design to the prodigy. For the average weaver (such as myself) to try and 

replicate the specific designs devalues the teachings and takes it away from the native community.  

Who Decides the Date for Easter Each Year? 

Celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ each year seems to come around faster 

than I can keep track of. Who and when decides or decided when it will be? The 

bible states that He rose from the dead around the time of the Jewish Passover, 

which was celebrated on the first full moon following the vernal equinox, or when 

the Northern Hemisphere starts to tilt toward the sun, meaning longer and sunnier 

days (this should qualify to be a holiday in itself!). In 325 A.D., when about 300 

deacons and bishops gathered as the first Council of Nicaea, they decided that 

Easter would be held on the first Sunday after the first full moon occurring on or 

after the vernal equinox (exception being if the full moon falls on a Sunday, and 

then it’s delayed by one week). Easter always falls between March 22nd and April 

25th. So now you know. Best wishes to you for a Blessed and Happy Easter!! 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim


  

Selling baskets at art and craft shows can be fun. And profitable. If selling them at shows is going well (or 

sometimes not so well), you may make the decision to go on-line. I mean … all your friends and co-weavers 

are doing it, right? And you see all these ads for “free websites”. Heck, it must be a simple thing to do, right? 

Your marketing and sales plan becomes … “build it and the money will just roll right in”. The first starting 

point is establishing a domain.  

For the next couple of months, I’ll continue discussing related topics to e-commerce. Remember, this series 

of discussions is just that … a discussion and my comments are meant to be a guideline for discussion only. 

Each and every comment I make is meant for informational purposes only … and DO NOT constitute legal 

advice. In any way. Nada. Got that? I suggest you consult independent legal counsel for information specific 

to your state, country, and/or circumstance. I am in NO WAY liable to you in any way for your reliance on the 

comments made in decisions you make for your own journey. 

 
Definition of E-Commerce: The buying and selling of goods and/or services over an electronic network (i.e. the 

internet) by a transaction occurring and funds being transferred.  

Definition of URL (Uniform Resource Level): The address of a World Wide Web page. A protocol for specifying 

addresses on the Internet. A URL is made up of various parts. The PROTOCOL is the http:// (Hypertext Transfer 

Protocol) or https:// (as seen on “secure” pages like banking, shopping, and log-in sites). The protocol declares how a 

website communicates with a web server when sending or retrieving web page content. The DOMAIN NAME follows, 

normally preceded by “www.” portion and followed by (most commonly) .com. There are other components of a URL, 

but let’s face it … they’re boring to most of us and only of interest to techie website gurus.  

Your first step in joining the over 1,342,263,000 (yes, that’s billions) of websites available on the world wide web is to 

establish your name, your Domain Name. What do you want to be called and recognized as by your future buyers 

(remember, build it and they will come?)? You may as well plan to come up with a few different options and keep in 

mind that there’s a good chance that your first choice may not be available. So, prepare yourself for some 

disappointment.  

A simple search for available domain names can be done on websites such as www.InstantDomainSearch.com or 

www.godaddy.com/domains/domain-name-search as well as many, many others. Many of these search options will 

provide alternatives at reasonable costs (like the GoDaddy search). Your favorite is taken already? GoDaddy offers (for 

a fee of $69.95) to approach the owner to see if they will release it so that you may purchase it. But this isn’t normally 

a viable option, so plan to keep moving right along. You’ll also see options for different extensions rather than the 

traditional .com (meaning “commercial”) such as .us, .live, .biz, .org, .net and so forth. Plus, they’ll make a few 

recommendations on other names to consider that are similar to your first choice.  

After you’ve chosen your name, now you need to choose your Domain Registrar, or what website you’ll use to register 

the name as being your property. There’s a fee for this and it will most likely be your primary concern when choosing 

the registrar. Consider the initial cost, cost of transfer, and renewal fees. Check their reviews on customer service and 

see how they address questions and inquiries. Some registrars also offer additional web services such as free templates 

for designing your website in a simple “drag and drop” approach. 

In a recent article, these registrars were among the top suggested: 

NameCheap, Bluehost, HostGator, GoDaddy, Hover, Gandi, and Dreamhost 

 

Read the entire article with cost comparisons and comments by clicking on this link:  

makeawebsitehub.com/reviews/domain-registrars 

 

 

 

 

www.InstantDomainSearch.com%20
www.godaddy.com/domains/domain-name-search
https://makeawebsitehub.com/reviews/domain-registrars/


  
 E-Commerce and Domains, cont. 

 

You may also want to consider buying your own name (i.e. BeckyBechtel.com) plus any that may be very similar to 

your chosen primary domain name (i.e. BasketsByAmeliaEarhart may also want to choose AmeliaEarhartBaskets). Just 

remember … because you own the domain does not “require” you to build a website … or do anything at all with it. 

 

The Main Reasons to Buy a Domain Name (even if you don’t have pending plans of grandeur): Immediate use of a 

domain name is not required. I own five different ones and only use two (www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com and 

www.WeavingInTheSunshineState.com). Believe it or not, there are people who have dirty little habits of buying 

domain names up. They’re like the hoarders of the internet world. They buy them like collectibles (sometimes literally 

hundreds of them … or more). They see a trend coming like fidget spinners or literally, just someone’s name. They buy 

it and now they own it … potentially even YOUR name. Maybe you don’t want to start a website now, or you don’t 

want to sell baskets online, but maybe, just maybe, one day you will. Or you’ll want to do a blog. Or whatever … but 

now someone else owns your name (or the trademark name for your baskets that you’ve always dreamed you’d be 

selling). So, while you’re buying the name for your basket selling world-wide business, if your own name is still 

available, I would buy it too. Today. These crazy hoarders as I called them, will hold domain names “ransom”. 

Remember my earlier comment about GoDaddy offering to approach the owner of your preferred domain name? The 

owner may offer to sell you the domain name for THOUSANDS of $$$.  

 

Point to Make … If you own a domain name, DON’T let it expire because THAT’S when a hoarder will grab it. You could 

potentially spend hundreds (or thousands) creating your brand, website, and advertising (like business cards, banners, 

etc.) and it is now either, a) worthless since there is no website, or worse, b) the website (address) is filled by the new 

owner with pornographic content and YOU are advertising for it by all your business cards that everyone has in their 

possession. And I know someone that this happened to. I also know of a cupcake bakery that let their domain expire 

by accident. ALL their signage, invoices, baked good boxes, business cards … everything had their website address on 

them. And they couldn’t get it back without paying thousands. And this was way out of their budget.  

 

If you own a domain, most registrars also allow at least one (sometimes multiple) email addresses to be associated 

with it. You could have a unique email address if you choose, such as AmeliaEarhart@AmeliaEarhartBaskets.com or 

just AmeliaEarhart@AmeliaEarhart.com. (And while I’m on the email topic, let me just touch on … why do some people 

have the strangest and most complicated email addresses??? Jki49202_mike@gmail.com is going to cause you grief 

down the road. Serious grief. Don’t do it even if means something to you. No one else is ever going to type it correctly 

and you’re going to have emails that you NEVER get. Rant over.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Now you have your new website’s 

name, it’s been purchased and your 

presence on the world wide web awaits 

you. Your dreams can be changed to 

plans and then your plans be 

transitioned to progress.  
 

Next month, we’ll touch on social 

media … namely, a Facebook business 

page. Stay tuned. And be sure take a 

few minutes to check out the newly 

remodeled 

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com! 
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Sampling of  Bright Expectations Basket Patterns 
Clicking on any PICTURE will connect you to the pattern listing. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/new-pattern-releases/products/brianna-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/makayla-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-daphne-farmers-market-or-vegetable-garden-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/harbor-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/paisley-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/idalene-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-faye-tote-divided-basket-with-shaker-tape
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/fiona-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gabbie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/yvonne-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/oceana-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/sue-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/calista-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/caroline-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gretchen-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/copy-of-zella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/mary-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/valerie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/reba-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/lucy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/new-pattern-releases/products/sierra-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/isabella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/kumiko-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/pasha-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-iris-counter-basket-or-tray
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/camille-basket-weaving-pattern-shelf-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/tabitha-basket-weaving-pattern-gathering-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/new-pattern-releases/products/aubrey-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-step-back-lashing
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/copy-of-zella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/idalene-basket-weaving-pattern

