
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

August 2018 – Volume 32 

Bright Expectations Baskets LLC  
is weaving in either 

Mt. Vernon, IL or Naples, FL 

Becky Bechtel 

E-mail:  beckybechtel@gmail.com 
 

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com 
www. BrightExpectations.Etsy.com 

www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations 

 

Please remember that when viewing 

the newsletter from your computer, that 

clicking on anything shown in blue will 

link you directly to the correct website 

referenced. 

I can remember as a kid so looking forward to summertime. 

Freedom from the school schedule and days spent playing 

outside and riding my bike. And then as a mom, I looked 

forward to the beginning of summer to spend endless days 

with my little boys camping, swimming, and taking day 

trips. Of course, being honest, I also looked forward to the 

END of summer too to get their rowdy, restless spirits back 

into the routine and regimen of school.  

Somewhere after they were grown, and I had an empty 

nest, the anticipation of summertime left me as the month 

of July wasn’t that much different than the month of 

October in my schedule.  Another season of life. 

Being a grandma with school age grandkids sure can 

change all that again though. We’ve had the pleasure of 

having one of our ten-year-old grandchildren stay with us 

for the summer. Not just a week or two. The summer. All 

of it. I say that with a smile and a wince. I wouldn’t have 

swapped it for any other schedule but it’s clear why we 

have kids when we’re young as I wince with the twinges of 

arthritic pain from yet another four hours in the pool. And 

let’s be clear … ten-year-olds don’t relax. Ever.  

I’ll get back to weaving and being creative soon enough. 

I’ve got some ideas for some new designs and patterns 

rattling around in my brain. But for now … I’ve got a little 

girl who wants her toenails painted. And this grandma has 

her priorities. 

Page 1:  Enjoying Summertime! 

     1st Day Registration Deadline 

Page 2: 

    New Pattern: “Finleigh” 

     Take It and Make It – Your Own! 

Page 3 - 4:  

     Butterfly Knot – Free Tutorial 

Page 5:  

     Upcoming Retreats & Conventions 

Page 6: 

     Sampling of Patterns Available 

Did you know that you can access back issues of “The Reed 

Reader”? If you’d like to read any of the newsletters you missed or 

share back issues with a friend, just click here …  

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com/TheReedReader 

 

 Basket Weaving 

Suppliers Map 
 

The deadline for “1st Day Registrations” for the Weaving in the 

Sunshine State basket weaving retreat is close. All registrations 

postmarked by August 15, 2018 will be treated equally and given 

preferential treatment in assignment of classes. Details with 

class descriptions, registration form, and merchandise order 

form can be found at www.WeavingInTheSunshineState.com.  

mailto:beckybechtel@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Response
http://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
http://www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/blogs/news/weaving-in-the-sunshine-state
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/pages/newsletter-the-reed-reader
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149,-93.90604725625002&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149%2C-93.90604725625002&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=1tpfBsgMDY9s0wN0OjYpOe2vmVgo&ll=37.101427532149%2C-93.90604725625002&z=5
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t think there’s a basket teacher around who is insulted if you take their pattern (that you PURCHASED) and 

personalize it into a slightly different design. Of course, I fully expect that you would give them credit for the original 

design – and I know they appreciate it too. It shows respect and still honors their creation. I wanted to show you an 

example of two recent baskets that I wove – using the patterns written by two other great teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be encouraged to be unique in your weaving. If you take one of my patterns and incorporate a twist in the design, 

substitute dyed reeds, or change the shape or base, I’d love to see photos of your creation. Just like I believe that Debbie 

and Gina would. Just give credit where credit is due. And I say kudos to these two great teachers for inspiring me.  

"FINLEIGH"– Laundry Basket 

To purchase this pattern, please 

click here 

 “FINLEIGH". 

It’s probably been apparent that all my basket patterns have feminine 

names. In fact, the finished baskets that I sell are each named with a 

girl’s name too. It helps me identify it by reference when someone 

wants a custom basket like “Emily Grace” rather than saying they want 

one like “your round market basket”. Some baskets are given names 

that have a meaning for a specific reason. Take “Finleigh” … I will 

forever look at this large gathering basket and see fish bones. Can’t 

help it. They’re there. And now you see them too, lol. Fish bones 

reminded me of fins … hence, “Finleigh”. This one would hold a lot of 

fish (but please don’t!) – she’s 18” diameter at the rim and 12” tall.  

 

Debbie Mroczenski has several great 

patterns. I particularly like the ones with 

unique rim designs. Her pattern for 

“Interlaced” is one of my favorites. The 

original is 12” Diameter x 6” Height. I 

chose to modify it and weave on a 

gorgeous solid hickory base and mine 

ended up at 14”W x 18”L x 7”H, so a bit 

“mondo” sized. 

Not only does Gina Kieft have great 

dyed reed (www.GinasBaskets.com), 

but she’s also got some amazing 

patterns. Her pattern for her “Bakers 

Bowl” was on a woven base. I had this 

great segmented base that seemed a 

natural fit and I love the end result. I 

must have been on a fancy rim kick 

lately by the looks of these two 😊. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/finleigh-basket-weaving-pattern
http://www.ginasbaskets.com/
http://ginasbaskets.com/patterns.htm
http://ginasbaskets.com/patterns.htm


 

           "BUTTERFLY" or "INTERLOCKING V" KNOT 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials Needed: Flat Oval Narrow Reed - Dyed or Natural - 11/64" FO was used for this tutorial.  

Push In, D Handle, Swing in Either Round or Square Top 
 

Sand and preferably, stain and polyurethane coat, a wood handle that is at least 5/8" in width. The handle used for this 

tutorial was 3/4" wide. The handle shown was stained with MinWax Wood Stain in Provincial and then given a few coats 

of MinWax Rub On Polyurethane for moisture resistance. 

 

Choose a piece of 11/64" FO that is of good quality and 80" in length (for about a 3" width knot). For a larger width knot, 

adjust the reed length accordingly). Clip any obvious hairs or fibers from the reed piece before wetting it.  

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a flexible measuring tape, find the center point of your handle and mark it 

with a Sharpie. My center point was 7" between the pins of my swing handle 

(which is easier for demonstrating). 

Soak the piece of reed until it is pliable and easily bent - but not soggy. Reed that 

is too wet can be easily broken as you pull the knot snuggly in addition to causing 

the hair like fibers to raise more. 

 

Fold about 1" of the end of reed sharply at a 90 degree angle. It might help 

to use pliers to flatten your crease well. 

Place the end of the reed horizontally 

with your handle on the UNDERSIDE 

(shown on TOP of handle for visual 

only) with the reed wrapper (marked 

with arrow) about 1/2" to the left of the 

center mark (good side of reed against 

handle so that wrap will be right side 

up). 

 

Center Point of Handle 

Text and Photos - Copyright ©2016 Bright Expectations Baskets LLC / Becky Bechtel.  All rights reserved.  This pattern nor the pattern photos may be reproduced or distributed - 

mechanically, electronically, or by any other means, including photocopying, without written permission.  Copyright will be strictly monitored. 

 

By purchasing patterns by Bright Expectations Baskets LLC, you are agreeing to these "Terms of Use": 

All rights to this pattern and all images are copyrighted and owned by Bright Expectations Baskets LLC.  No part of this work may be reproduced, transmitted, broadcast, translated, used 

for derivative works or published in any form or by any means without prior written permission by Bright Expectations Baskets LLC.  Do not copy to resell, share, or forward this pattern 

to anyone.  Unauthorized distribution or duplication is a violation of applicable laws.  You may sell your finished item made from this pattern.  Reference to Bright Expectations Baskets 

LLC as the designer is appreciated.  You MUST take your own pictures to represent your work.  Use of any photo that belongs to Bright Expectations Baskets LLC is strictly prohibited. 

 

You've made a great basket. You have a plain wood handle that you 

really don't want to wrap entirely. Maybe it's stained and has a 

polyurethane coating like the one in the picture. What you need is 

an awesome adornment for the top of your handle. Plus, this knot 

makes an incredibly comfortable hand grip for the wood handle.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The reed will continue following the exact same 

path as the first round - threading through the 

loop already created. The pieces should slightly 

overlap and lay smoothly side by side. Happily, 

you won't feel like you need four hands now as the 

reed will pretty much stay in place by itself. Make 

sure it is pulled with steady tension. 

Look! I'm actually hands free now on holding the knot. Whew! 

Continue until your Butterfly or Interlocking V Knot is of the width you desire.  

When you have reached your desired size, count and make sure you have the 

same number of reed pieces on all four corners. In my case, you can see I have six 

pieces on each side. 

 

Wrap the handle 7 times around 

covering the 1" reed tail (trim it if you 

need to before final wrap around). 

Holding the reed in place on the underside of the handle, make a loop 

that reaches to the midpoint of the handle. Your reed stays on one side of 

the handle (in the picture, the top side of handle) for the loop. Holding 

the loop in place, bring the reed under the handle. 

The original loop is made by following arrows 1 to 2. Bring the reed 

under the handle and thread it through the loop you made (3 to 4). 

You may need to adjust your loop to make sure this first threading of 

the loop leaves it centered on the handle. Make sure to keep your 

reed with the smooth (or rounded) side up. The reed will then go 

under the handle (5) and back to the starting point of 1). The reed 

should be pulled snuggly and not be loose. 

This part is literally the only 

difficult part of making your knot 

and can be a bit tricky to hold it 

all in place. 

 

End your knot on the underside of the handle, again making a 90 degree bend and 

crease in the tail of your reed. Tuck the tail under the wraps. I always feel like it's 

a good idea to add a drop of glue (after the reed is dry) at the starting and ending 

point of the reed as added insurance that it doesn't come loose. 

This picture is of the underside of the handle. I would normally have a much neater 

wrap but being the photographer and the weaver does present some challenges (I 

was at least two hands short ;o). 

 



 

 

Here’s just a sampling of upcoming events. Be sure to visit the referenced websites for more information and all the 

details. If you’ve never had the opportunity to be a part of a weaving retreat or convention, you’re missing out! 

August 23-25, 2018: Heritage Basketry Guild, “Fall Weave” at the Bergamo Center in Dayton, Ohio.  

HeritageBasketryGuild.weebly.com/2018-fall-weave 

September 7-9, 2018: Land of Lincoln Basket Weavers Association, “Camp Tuck-A-Basket” at the Community Activity 

Center in Normal, IL. hwww.llbwa.com/events/Tuck18/CampTuckBrochure2018 

September 13-16, 2018:  Central Pennsylvania Basket Weavers’ Guild, “A Weaving Odyssey” in Gettysburg, PA. 

basketry.homestead.com/2018ODYSSEY/REGISTRATION_INFORMATION2018 

September 21-22, 2018: North Carolina Basketmaker’s Association, “Woven Wishes” in Hickory, NC. 

www.ncbasketmakers.com/seminars 

September 21-22, 2018: Wolf River Basketry Guild, “2018 Fall Workshop” in Shawano, WI. 

www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com 

October 24-28, 2018: Association of Michigan Basketmakers, “Whimsical Weavings” in Bellaiere, MI. 

www.michiganbasketmakers.com 

October 26-28, 2018: Basketmakers Guild of Bedford County, “Weaving Your Cares Behind” in Bedford, PA. 

www.bedfordbasketguild.com 

October 26-28, 2018: Basketweavers Guild of Oklahoma, “19th Annual Weavers Weekend” at the Heart of Oklahoma Expo 

Center in Shawnee, OK. www.okbasketweaversguild.com/2018Catalog 

November 2-4, 2018: West Virginia Basketmakers Association, “Weavers in Wonderland” at the Harrison County 4-H and 

Recreation Facility in Clarksburg, WV.  wvbasketweaversassoc.com 

January 24-27, 2019: Texas Basket Weavers Association, “8th Annual Conference” at the Double Tree in Dallas, TX. 

texasbasketweavers.com 

January 24-27, 2019: Georgia Basketry Association, “Peach State Weaving” at the Hilton Hotel & Conference Center in 

Marietta, GA. georgiabasketry.com 

February 5-7, 2019:  3rd Annual “Weaving in the Sunshine State” at the Crowne Plaza at the Bell Tower Shoppes in Ft. 

Myers, FL.  www.WeavingInTheSunshineState.com 

April 11-13, 2019: “Stateline Friends” Weaving Retreat at the Kuhlman Center in Richmond, IN. statelinefriends.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you or your guild have an event you’d like added to the 

calendar? Please just email me the details and/or the website 

link and I’ll add it. Sharing the art of basketry with as many as 

possible is the common goal. 
 

I would also love to hear from you if your guild has a charity 

or community service project that they participate in. I’m 

often asked if there are suggestions on how individuals or 

groups can contribute to “simple acts of kindness” and am 

planning a future article on ideas. Let me know what has 

worked out well for your basket weaving group and send 

pictures if possible of the completed projects. You could see 

your friend’s smiling faces in an upcoming newsletter 😊. 

 

 

 

http://heritagebasketryguild.weebly.com/2018-fall-weave.html
http://www.llbwa.com/events/Tuck18/CampTuckBrochure2018.pdf
http://basketry.homestead.com/2018ODYSSEY/REGISTRATION_INFORMATION2018.pdf
http://basketry.homestead.com/2018ODYSSEY/REGISTRATION_INFORMATION2018.pdf
http://www.ncbasketmakers.com/seminars
http://www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com/
http://www.michiganbasketmakers.com/
http://www.bedfordbasketguild.com/contact.html
http://www.okbasketweaversguild.com/2018Catalog
http://wvbasketweaversassoc.com/
https://texasbasketweavers.com/conference-news/
http://georgiabasketry.com/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
http://statelinefriends.com/app/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampling of  Bright Expectations Basket Patterns 
Clicking on any PICTURE will connect you to the pattern listing. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/new-pattern-releases/products/brianna-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/makayla-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-daphne-farmers-market-or-vegetable-garden-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/harbor-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/cyan-basket-weaving-pattern-beaded-rim-table-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/idalene-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-faye-tote-divided-basket-with-shaker-tape
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/fiona-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gabbie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/yvonne-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/oceana-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/sue-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/calista-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/caroline-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gretchen-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/aubrey-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-step-back-lashing
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/mary-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/baby-paisley-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/reba-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/lucy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/new-pattern-releases/products/sierra-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/isabella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/kumiko-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/pasha-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-iris-counter-basket-or-tray
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/camille-basket-weaving-pattern-shelf-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/tabitha-basket-weaving-pattern-gathering-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/jagoda-basket-weaving-pattern-twill-weave-with-randing-and-match-stick-rim
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/copy-of-zella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/oksanna-basket-weaving-pattern

