
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March 2017 – Volume 18 

Bright Expectations LLC  
is weaving in either 

Mt. Vernon, IL or Naples, FL 
 

Becky Bechtel 
 

Phone:  618.316.1838 

E-mail:  beckybechtel@gmail.com 
 

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com 

www. BrightExpectations.Etsy.com 

www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations 

Please remember that when viewing 

the newsletter from your computer, that 

clicking on anything shown in blue will 

link you directly to the correct website 

referenced. 

Who would have thought that securing a location to have our 

2018 retreat would be such a task? I happened to find out 

(accidentally) when following up with the hotel after our retreat 

in January that they were already booked for most weekends 

during season next year. I began scrambling to look at other 

venues only to find that there weren’t a lot of options that were 

a) affordable; b) large enough; and c) available. 

I feel super fortunate to officially be under contract with the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel at Bell Tower Shops in Ft. Myers, Florida 

for January 23 – 25, 2018 for our next retreat. The weaving 

retreat will be on a Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday on the 

three days preceding the Basket Weaving Cruise departing out 

of Ft. Lauderdale on January 26th. This is an easy two hour 

drive from our locale making it easy peasy convenient if you 

choose to do both. 

The Crowne Plaza is a sister hotel and owned by the same 

family as the Hilton Garden Inn we met at this year, so we can 

expect the same level of customer service (which was highly 

complimented on by everyone). Our weaving room will be 

almost double in size and the hotel’s location and amenities 

are great.  

I’ll be sharing a few details each month about the planning 

stages. If you aren’t a member of our Florida Basket Weavers 

Facebook page, please consider joining it. It’s not just for the 

retreat, but I’ll also be posting updates there also. Here’s the 

link to it:  Florida Basket Weavers on Facebook. Just click on 

the “join” button and in a short while you’ll be added to a great 

group of basket weavers. 

But for now … mark your calendars for January 23-25, 2018. 

We’ll be Weaving in the Sunshine State and you are going to 

want to be there too.  

Page 1:  

“Weaving in the Sunshine State” 

The 2018 Retreat Plans Begin 
www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com 

Page 2:  

     New Pattern Release 

     “Luciana” Tall Vase 

     “Cayenne” Medium Market 

Page 3 - 4: 

     Drill, Baby, Drill 

     Making a Drilled Wood Base 

Page 5: 

Patterns Available on my 

Website or in my Etsy shop. 

Did you know that you can access back issues of “The 

Reed Reader”? If you’d like to read any of the newsletters you 

missed or share back issues with a friend, just click here …  

www.BrightExpectationsBaskets.com/Newsletter 

 And I thought I’d have time for 

a breather before planning for 

the next one began. Wrong! 

mailto:beckybechtel@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Response
http://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
http://www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1737331633173313/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
http://www.weavinginthesunshinestate.com/
http://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/Newsletter


"LUCIANA" – Tall Vase Style Basket with Gretchen Border 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"CAYENNE" – Medium Market Basket with Ribbon Insert 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To purchase this 

PATTERN, please click 

below. 

"Luciana" 

There are a few secrets in weaving “Luciana”. She’s a tall and elegant 

vase style basket with a rolled rim, or Gretchen border. The twill weave 

basket starts with a wood base and reaches 15” high at the rim. 

The secret is in how to achieve the perfectly symmetrical and evenly round 

shape. The technique – quite simple when you discover the method – can 

be used on a variety of different round baskets. 

The pattern for “Luciana” includes many photos 

and detailed instruction for weaving the 

decorative vase and rolled border.  

While “Luciana” has a Latin meaning of “light of 

the moon” – she will cause you to have a 

“lightbulb” moment and wonder why you didn’t 

think of this technique earlier! 

Easter doesn’t have to be all about pastel. 

Boys often are not fond of those soft 

colors and are more drawn to bold and 

vibrant colors … and SUPER HEROES! 

“Cayenne” is a fun and easy to weave 

medium sized market basket on a woven 

base with space to insert a ribbon of your 

choice. After the Easter Super Hero event 

is passed, mom can simply remove the 

ribbon and change it out with something 

of her choosing. 

The basket is versatile enough to use in 

many rooms. 

To purchase this 

PATTERN, please click 

below. 

"Cayenne" 

Since you asked for it … there are a few 

kits now available on my website. The 

kits are inclusive of the pattern and all 

materials required to weave the 

basket. Just click on the picture to be 

linked to the kit listing. More are 

coming and will be posted soon! 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/luciana-basket-weaving-pattern-for-tall-vase-with-gretchen-border
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/cayenne-basket-weaving-pattern-for-market-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/luciana-basket-weaving-pattern-for-tall-vase-with-gretchen-border
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/cayenne-basket-weaving-pattern-for-market-basket
https://www.etsy.com/listing/495836960/basket-weaving-kit-zelda-recycled-bag?ref=shop_home_active_4
https://www.etsy.com/listing/515368065/basket-weaving-kit-iris-counter-or?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/267434698/basket-weaving-kit-mary-market-shopper?ref=shop_home_active_5
https://www.etsy.com/listing/514141667/basket-weaving-kit-kumiko-oval-market?ref=shop_home_active_2
https://www.etsy.com/listing/108439732/basket-weaving-kit-reba-double-walled?ref=shop_home_active_3


 
  

I’m all about saving money when I can on making baskets. And I love learning 

new things and figuring something out. It’s a feeling of accomplishment. And my 

mind is rarely idle. So, in keeping with my New Year’s resolution to be more 

creative and explore other types of basketry I’ve been pondering some new round 

reed designs. One thing leads to another and I ended up thinking about the wood 

base my project would begin on.  

Keep in mind that I’m just a novice on this, but wanted to share some of what I’ve 

learned. Some of this has been shared with me while other is simply internet 

research. (What did we do before the internet??) For matters of simplicity, we’ll 

start our round reed project on a round drilled wood base. Maybe we’ll branch out 

to other shapes – squares, ovals, and rectangles in another issue. 

There are many basketry suppliers that you can purchase pre-drilled wood bases from. I mean lots. So I 

won’t bother listing any. Most drilled wood bases are made from a plywood product called “Luan” (also 

sometimes spelled “Lauan”). Luan is made from tropical hardwood trees and is readily available at 

lumberyards and home improvement warehouses and is available in 1/8” or most commonly, 1/4" 

thicknesses. Veneers are made and then glued together in layers to make a soft plywood product with a 

smooth surface. Because of the method in which it is manufactured, it is very susceptible to warping if it 

draws too much moisture. Keep this in mind when weaving a basket. There are interior and exterior grade 

Luans. The exterior grade uses a waterproof glue to hold the layers together, but it may still warp. 

While normally sanded somewhat smooth, it often has defect areas that have been filled. People who know 

me, know that I am a bit fussy about my bases. Staining the base and sealing it with a polyurethane finish 

are normally not negotiable on my baskets. A wood worker would advise that you only use Luan if you are 

painting it. Staining a Luan piece of wood that has filled areas can only magnify the imperfections. I’ll have to 

deal with that issue later or simply plan to use solid wood bases that are 1/2” in thickness. 

For the purpose of this article, we’ll assume that you have a pattern in particular that uses a ROUND drilled 

base and you want to make your own. Craft stores (Hobby Lobby, JoAnns, Michaels, etc.) often sell pre-

made round wood circles – cheap. You may want to use these or at least practice drilling holes on them. 

Using a scrap piece of wood, drill several holes using various sizes of small drill bits. Mark the holes with the 

drill bit that you used and save this piece of wood. You can now insert your round reed into the holes to 

determine which size of bit to use when drilling your wood base. 

Now to mark and get those holes drilled. A start / stop weaving pattern will use an even number of holes. A 

continuous weave pattern will use an odd number.  

For an even number, Laura Lee Zanger gave me the idea to use a round piece of paper the size of your base 

and folded in half, then quarters, then eighths (you get the picture) and using those fold lines to mark the 

holes to get them evenly spaced around the perimeter of the base. She saves these templates to use on 

future bases. What a lightbulb moment that was for me.  

I’m an internet research girl (remember?) and was off to search the web for what I knew just had to be there 

somewhere. Voila! Check out this website … DIY Pie Charts. There are various circle diagrams already 

evenly divided into marked wedges in EVEN and ODD numbers! Simply click on the number of holes for the 

pattern you need and a larger version will open. You can either print or enlarge it to fit your base size, mark 

your holes, and then you are ready to drill baby, drill. 

https://www.studenthandouts.com/01-Web-Pages/2013-03/diy-pie-charts-templates.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Now if you are an analytically minded person and 

have the proper equipment to measure and mark the 

degrees of an angle, here is the calculation you can 

use to determine the degree of the angle for any 

number of holes in a round base. This was provided 

to me by Beverly Ashton Vickers … Determine the 

number of desired holes. Divide it into 360 (degrees 

of a circle). This will give the degrees between each 

hole. For example, 15 holes, divide by 360. The 

result is each hole is 24 degrees apart. 

After your holes are marked, it is best (or ideal) to 

use a drill press to get the holes straight through the 

wood. If you don’t have a drill press, then using a 

scrap block of wood behind your base, do your best 

to drill straight through. 

You have now accomplished a great feat and are 

ready to either stain and poly – or just start weaving, 

whichever you desire. Let’s get some inspiration 

going for you! Clicking on the PICTURE will link 

you to the website. 

(Right) This 

is your first 

drilled base 

and you 

want an 

easy 

beginner 

design? This 

free pattern 

from 

Country 

Seat is a 

great one to 

start with. 

I know this is over the top for most of us, but how 

cool is this? This is great inspiration for you when 

you decide to do a production line of making drilled 

bases. 

(Above Right) Sandy 

Atkinson wrote this pattern 

for a Victorian Flower Basket 

using a 7 ½” diameter drilled 

base. The pattern is available 

on her website. What 

graceful lines on this basket! 

(Left) Called, “Basket of Love 

2001” this pattern by Eileen 

Mirsberger is another great 

beginner basket pattern and is 

on a 9” drilled base. Neat bead 

detail! 

(Above) This unique Pitcher and Bowl 

pattern (another by Eileen Mirsberger) 

is woven on a drilled base that has 

TWO rows of holes – one for the 

pitcher and one for the bowl. It’s almost 

like a double walled design. Very 

creative! 

(Four Photos to the Right) 

Each of the four baskets 

are by Debbie Mroczenski 

and are woven on drilled 

wood bases. Each shows a 

unique base wrapping 

technique that covers the 

raw edge of the Luan 

plywood. Love, love love 

these! Contact Debbie for 

the patterns or kits. 

(Left) The vases to the left are called “Mia” and 

“Mya” and the pattern is available on my website. 

The left one “Mia” was woven by a right handed 

weaver and “Mya” on the right was woven by a left 

handed weaver. Notice the different way the twill 

weave steps up. 

http://countryseat.com/pdfpatdrilledbasefp.pdf
http://www.sandyatkinson.com/product.cgi?Item=Victorian_Flower_Basket&CAT=Round_Oval_Basket_Patterns&SKU=PAT4682&SOW=1
http://www.easttroybasketry.com/catalog/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=63_90&products_id=813
http://www.easttroybasketry.com/catalog/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=63_66&products_id=832
mailto:debmro@wi.rr.com?subject=Basket%20Patterns
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/mia-and-mya-basket-weaving-pattern


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampling of  Bright Expectations Patterns 
Clicking on any PICTURE will connect you to the pattern listing. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/beatrice-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/makayla-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-daphne-farmers-market-or-vegetable-garden-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/harbor-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/paisley-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/idalene-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/randa-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/fiona-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gabbie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/jaclyn-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/oceana-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/sue-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gloria-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/nicollete-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/noelle-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/betsy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/mary-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/valerie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/reba-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/lucy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/zelda-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/isabella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/kumiko-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/pasha-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-iris-counter-basket-or-tray
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-faye-tote-divided-basket-with-shaker-tape
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/tessa-basket-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/carabelle-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gracie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/idalene-basket-weaving-pattern

