
  

Happy New Year My Weaving Friends! 
It's here at last and the 2015 holidays are behind us. It's time for all those 
New Year's resolutions - plans to be foiled, diets to be destroyed, bad 
habits to return again - usually before the month of January comes to a 
close, lol. While I do not normally make "resolutions", I do have some 
ideas and plans for 2016. One of them is to experiment more with my 
weaving - going outside the box and coloring outside the lines. I opened 
my Etsy shop in 2012 and have stayed busy with what "other people 
want". I have been very blessed to have paying customers that support my 
weaving habit; but it's time to try some new techniques and spread my 
wings a bit. What are some of your plans? 
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Sweet Annie's - Basketry * Supplies * Gifts 

 Offers supplies and patterns but best known for its stoneware items! 

  www.sweetanniesbasketry.com 

 

Ada K' Unlimited 

 Some of the coolest D-Handles and swing handles you've ever seen! 

 Check out the Tennessee Twist Handles! 

 

  www.adaks.com 
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www. brightexpectations.etsy.com 

www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations 

Or by email ... 

beckybechtel@gmail.com 

Featured Basketry Suppliers 
 

In the next issue of The Reed 

Reader I will be exploring a 

few techniques for the novice 

to more advanced weaver. I 

plan to compile a listing of 

links for your "go to" 

resources. Maybe you and I 

both will learn something new 

- or a better way to do what 

we have already been doing. 

If you have suggestions of 

what you would like to see in 

coming issues, please send 

me an email. I'd love to hear 

your thoughts. 

Are you a supplier or vendor of basketry related items?  I would love to feature your store 

or webpage here.  If you can provide a discount to "The Reed Reader's" followers that 

would be great!  Even a small discount for a limited time can encourage a new shopper. 

Bright Expectations LLC  
is weaving in either 

Mt. Vernon, IL or Naples, FL 
 

Becky Bechtel 
 

Phone:  618.316.1838 

E-mail:  beckybechtel@gmail.com 

 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/BrightExpectations?section_id=15392495&ref=shopsection_leftnav_9
https://www.etsy.com/shop/BrightExpectations?section_id=12111568&ref=shopsection_leftnav_1
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
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https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
https://www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations
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Love this one! Welcome, "Paisley"! 
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This market basket doesn't cut any corners - 

it puts the focus and attention on them. This 

unusual weaving technique can be added to 

any basket. The detail is added after the 

basket is woven and is actually quite simple 

once you get the hang of it. The height or 

number of loops can easily be adjusted to 

adorn any size of basket - you could even go 

from the rim to the base! While the detail 

looks like it might be fragile, you'll find it really 

very sturdy. 

The "Paisley" pattern includes 19 photos and 

very detailed instruction for the corner accent. 

To purchase this basket pattern, 

please click below. 

"Paisley" 

In keeping with my 2016 plans to weave "outside the box", I got inspiration from Corinna Kervin for weaving a basket 

on a mule deer antler. I must say that I enjoyed this one and learned quite a bit ... 1) space out the spokes a bit 

more so that your inverted curves are easier to get around; and 2) drilling antlers is SMELLY business! Phew! This 

is more about art and less about function than I'm used to. Don't worry about the shape, just let it go and decide its 

own form. I am definitely going to do another one - or maybe a unique piece of driftwood - the wheels are turning! 

Corinna's Antler Basket - Her 

weaving is perfection! And she 

has such an eye for design. 
My first attempt at antler free form art. This was a birthday 

gift for my dad who is an avid bowhunter. He loved it! 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/214259591/basket-pattern-paisley-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_2
https://www.etsy.com/listing/214259591/basket-pattern-paisley-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_2


We have all had that great experience at an art or craft show only to go back to the same show the following 

year and be disappointed with either the crowd turn out or sales. What makes a good craft show and what is a 

pretty good indication that it may not be the best venue for basket sales? While there are always exceptions to 

the rule, here are some things to keep in mind. 

 

1) Is this a gathering of fine crafts and arts or a  

flea market environment? If there are items priced 

at "flea market" prices, chances are that you are 

going to have a tough time. Don't get me wrong ...  

I love going to flea markets, but I go with the mindset 

of getting a bargain knowing that there will be many  

items of sub-par quality made in obscure third world  

countries.  

This was the first show I ever did. Three weaving  

friends and myself set up this wonderful, basket  

filled booth in a "flea market environment". We never 

sold the first basket. Nada. Not a one. 

 

2) Are the artists and crafters chosen by a jury committee or does everyone who applies be granted booth 

space? I prefer to only exhibit at juried events. I believe it raises the bar for excellence and eliminates some of 

the crafters who haven't perfected their skills yet.  

3) Are the number of artists per category limited? I have an art show locally that I enjoy going to. However, they 

must be much more interested in receiving booth rental fees from the vendors than in seeing the vendors be 

successful in their sales. The vendors are extremely heavily weighted on wall art - photography, paintings, etc. I 

find myself just walking by without even stepping inside. They all tend to look alike. Find out how many other 

vendors in your classification are attending. 

4) Sometimes it's all about location, location, location. Venues that are located closer to metropolitan areas 

often draw a different crowd than rural areas. The median income is often higher and they are used to paying 

more for most things. Some locales have been harder hit by economic times and folks have less expendable 

cash. In these areas, baskets that serve a function at a lower price point are a better choice. 

5) The good shows often fill up fast so plan early. Many of the fall and holiday shows start booking in the 

springtime. Often vendors from prior years are given first choice on option to return. If there is a show you have 

your heart set on, check out the application dates and mark them on your calendar. Have your jury committee 

photos determined and your artist statement prepared.  

6) Some of our baskets are folksy and the heritage is rich. The art of basketry dates back to early times. Many 

people do not understand or appreciate the skill and work that goes into each basket. If you have the 

opportunity to demonstrate your weaving and/or to dress in period clothing, it will give you more of an 

opportunity to interact with the festival attendees allowing them to ask questions and learn an appreciation for 

the art. It also seems to help with the sales! 

7) Have a good and varied inventory. Pre-plan your booth layout ahead of time and save time the morning of 

setup. Add some height to your table with risers. Check out some suggestions for risers and shelving on the 

next page! 

 

 

Craft Fair and Art Festivals 
Plan Your 2016 Booth Now 
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Research potential festivals and find out how many vendors, attendees, and all the details. 

Here are some websites that offer information (and there are many, many more): 

www.festivalnet.com    www.artfaircalendar.com 

www.fairsandfestivals.net   www.thecraftshows.org 

www.artsandcraftshows-usa.com  www.myfairsandfestivals.com 

www.craftmasternews.com   www.craftlister.com 

www.fairsandfestivals.net   www.artscraftsshowbusiness.com 
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Shelving for basket displays - All of these are hinged and collapsible for easy transport. Most could be easily built 

and adjusted in size to accommodate either using on a table top or free standing on the ground or floor. 

Build a decorative rack to suspend 

from your booth and hang baskets 

from it. 

Repurpose an old bi-fold door 

or shutters. 

DIY foam risers - lightweight and easily 

configured to many different options. 

Collapsible wood risers. 

Display your baskets where customers can pick them up 

without toppling an entire display. They will want to feel 

the quality and inspect your workmanship. 



There are many guilds, weaving groups, and clubs across 

the country. There might be one near you. 

To see a listing of guilds by state with contact and 

convention information, please refer to this listing provided 

by The Country Seat.  Click here. 
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 WEAVING EVENTS 

 
JANUARY, 2016 

21st - 24th:  Texas Basket Weavers Assoc. "Kickin' It Up in Dallas".   www.texasbasketweavers.com 

27th - 31st:  Northwest Basket Weavers Retreat Workshop "Weave in Winter".  www.nwbasketweavers.org 

FEBRUARY, 2016 

5th - 7th:  Georgia Basketry Association's Annual Convention "Baskets with Friends".  www.georgiabasketry.com 

14th - 20th:  Basket Weaving Cruise leaving Port Everglades in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida aboard the Celebrity 

Silhouette ship and stopping in Puerto Rico, St. Kitts, and St. Maarten.  www.basketweavingcruise.com  

26th - 28th:  Wildwood Basketry Guild's "Winter Weave" in Mentor, Ohio.  winterweave.com 

MARCH, 2016 

3rd-5th: "Woven Together" Western Kentucky Basket Weaver's Retreat.  wtwky.shutterfly.com/2016retreat 

17th - 20th:  NCBA Convention "Dream Weavers" in Durham, North Carolina.  www.ncbasketmakers.com 

18th - 20th:  LABG Retreat in Julian, California.  www.labasketryguild.org 

APRIL, 2016 

2nd-3rd:  LLBWA Spring Fling at Palos Park, Illinois  llbwa.com/events 

8th -9th: Wolf River Basketry Guild Spring Workshop. www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com 

14th - 16th:  Stateline Friends Weaving Retreat in Richmond, Indiana.  www.statelinefriends.com 

15th - 17th:  "Weavin' Up North 2016" at the Finnish Language Village Salolampi in Bemidgi, Minnesota.  

nationalbasketry.org/events 

JUNE, 2016 

10th-12th: "Weave In" with Upper South Carolina Basket Makers Guild. www.orgsites.com 

24th-26th: "Weavin' In Winona" in Winona, Minnesota.  www.mbwg.org/events 

JULY, 2016 

TBA:  Kentucky Basket Associations 20th Convention.  www.kentuckybasketassociation.org 

20th-23rd:  Tennessee Basketry Convention in Alcoa, TN.  Contact Fran Sorrell at 901-409-8649 or 

fwsorrell@ael.com. www.tennesseebasketryassociation.org 

AUGUST, 2016 

4th-7th:  Missouri Basketweavers Guild 25th Annual Convention.  www.basketweavers.org 

SEPTEMBER, 2016 

9th-11th:  Camp Tuck-A-Basket in Normal, Illinois.  llbwa.com/events 

TBA: Columbia Basin Basketry Guild in Oregon.  www.basketryguild.org 

15th-18th: Weaving Odyssey in Central Pennsylvania.  basketry.homestead.com 

23rd-25th: Wolf River Basketry Guild Fall Workshop.  www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com 

http://www.countryseat.com/basketguilds.htm
http://www.texasbasketweavers.com/2016_tbwa_conference_15.html
http://www.nwbasketweavers.org/retreat2016/default.html
http://www.georgiabasketry.com/
http://winterweave.com/
https://wtwky.shutterfly.com/2016retreat
http://www.ncbasketmakers.com/convention.html
http://www.labasketryguild.org/%23!2016-retreat/co9c
http://llbwa.com/events/Spring16/SpringMain.htm
http://www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com/news/spring-workshop-registration/spring-workshop
www.statelinefriends.com
http://nationalbasketry.org/events/weavin-up-north-2016/
http://www.orgsites.com/sc/uppersouthcarolinabasketmakersguild/_pgg2.php3
http://www.mbwg.org/events.html
http://www.kentuckybasketassociation.org/
http://www.tennesseebasketryassociation.org/2016-convention.html
http://www.basketweavers.org/convention.html
http://llbwa.com/events.htm
http://www.basketryguild.org/
http://basketry.homestead.com/
http://www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com/directory/Resources


 

Pattern Library - Available in my Etsy Shop 
Clicking on any basket name will connect you to the pattern listing. 

"Beatrice" "Makayla" "Wyoming" "Yasmine" 

"Sue" "Cassie"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Harbor" "Gabbie" 

"Kelsey"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Jaclyn"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Zoey"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Fiona"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Darcy"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Adele"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Betsy"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Mary"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Gloria"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Patsy"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Olivia"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Valerie"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Randa"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Lucy"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Reba"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Isabella"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

"Jenna"

 

 "Cassie"

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 

 "Amelia" 
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https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
https://www.etsy.com/listing/245234692/basket-pattern-beatrice-sewing-basket?ref=shop_home_active_2
https://www.etsy.com/listing/242944414/basket-weaving-pattern-makayla-triple?ref=shop_home_active_9
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188063847/basket-pattern-wyoming-large-towel-or?ref=shop_home_active_21
https://www.etsy.com/listing/209972269/basket-pattern-yasmine-farmers-market?ref=shop_home_active_2
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188142234/basket-pattern-sue-large-gathering?ref=shop_home_active_12
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235424355/basket-pattern-cassie-patriotic-bucket?ref=shop_home_active_15
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235424355/basket-pattern-cassie-patriotic-bucket?ref=shop_home_active_15
https://www.etsy.com/listing/190752715/basket-pattern-harbor-nautical-swing?ref=shop_home_active_8
https://www.etsy.com/listing/197241692/basket-pattern-gabbie-large-gathering?ref=shop_home_active_9
https://www.etsy.com/listing/202078215/basket-pattern-kelsey-pie-plate-basket?ref=shop_home_active_16
https://www.etsy.com/listing/202078215/basket-pattern-kelsey-pie-plate-basket?ref=shop_home_active_16
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188071505/basket-pattern-jaclyn-storage-bin-or?ref=shop_home_active_10
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188071505/basket-pattern-jaclyn-storage-bin-or?ref=shop_home_active_10
https://www.etsy.com/listing/236003774/basket-pattern-zoey-recycled-plastic-bag?ref=shop_home_active_11
https://www.etsy.com/listing/236003774/basket-pattern-zoey-recycled-plastic-bag?ref=shop_home_active_11
https://www.etsy.com/listing/214259591/basket-pattern-fiona-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_7
https://www.etsy.com/listing/214259591/basket-pattern-fiona-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_7
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188149001/basket-pattern-darcy-small-swing-handle?ref=shop_home_active_17
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188149001/basket-pattern-darcy-small-swing-handle?ref=shop_home_active_17
https://www.etsy.com/listing/229723754/basket-pattern-adele-cookie-or-storage?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/229723754/basket-pattern-adele-cookie-or-storage?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/187514883/basket-pattern-betsy-double-wall?ref=shop_home_active_18
https://www.etsy.com/listing/187514883/basket-pattern-betsy-double-wall?ref=shop_home_active_18
https://www.etsy.com/listing/251999141/basket-pattern-mary-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/251999141/basket-pattern-mary-farmers-market-or?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235889539/basket-pattern-gloria-decorative-vase?ref=shop_home_active_14
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235889539/basket-pattern-gloria-decorative-vase?ref=shop_home_active_14
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235534464/basket-pattern-patsy-square-market?ref=shop_home_active_6
https://www.etsy.com/listing/235534464/basket-pattern-patsy-square-market?ref=shop_home_active_6
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188069865/basket-pattern-olivia-double-walled?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188069865/basket-pattern-olivia-double-walled?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188058758/basket-pattern-valerie-large-towel-or?ref=shop_home_active_22
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188058758/basket-pattern-valerie-large-towel-or?ref=shop_home_active_22
https://www.etsy.com/listing/238617232/basket-pattern-randa-double-walled-large?ref=shop_home_active_5
https://www.etsy.com/listing/238617232/basket-pattern-randa-double-walled-large?ref=shop_home_active_5
https://www.etsy.com/listing/237944538/basket-pattern-lucy-divided-diaper-caddy?ref=shop_home_active_3
https://www.etsy.com/listing/237944538/basket-pattern-lucy-divided-diaper-caddy?ref=shop_home_active_3
https://www.etsy.com/listing/196021489/basket-pattern-reba-double-walled-oval?ref=shop_home_active_23
https://www.etsy.com/listing/196021489/basket-pattern-reba-double-walled-oval?ref=shop_home_active_23
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188448530/basket-pattern-isabella-large-gathering?ref=shop_home_active_4
https://www.etsy.com/listing/188448530/basket-pattern-isabella-large-gathering?ref=shop_home_active_4
https://www.etsy.com/listing/214257256/basket-pattern-jenna-wall-basket-for?ref=shop_home_active_24
https://www.etsy.com/listing/214257256/basket-pattern-jenna-wall-basket-for?ref=shop_home_active_24

