
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE REED READER 
August 2016 – Volume 12 

Bright Expectations LLC  
is weaving in either 

Mt. Vernon, IL or Naples, FL 
 

Becky Bechtel 
 

Phone:  618.316.1838 

E-mail:  beckybechtel@gmail.com 
 

www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com 

www. brightexpectations.etsy.com 

www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations 

Please remember that when viewing 

the newsletter from your computer, that 

clicking on anything shown in blue will 

link you directly to the correct website 

referenced. 

I haven’t been weaving that long in the overall scheme of things. 

I see weavers that post “this is my 3,241st basket” and they’ve 

been weaving for 20 years. Me … I’m still in the three digit 

numbers and have only been weaving since 2012. 

So a lot of my newsletter and blog references are geared to the 

novice or intermediate weaver. I mean, we all had to start 

somewhere, right? And I don’t know about the conventions and 

weaving retreats that you’ve been to, but the few that I have 

attended have been predominantly filled with shall we say more 

“mature” weavers. Like me.  

We need to all encourage the younger generations to learn the 

ancient art of basket weaving using the traditional techniques 

and methods that have been used since Moses floated down 

the river in one. 

I watched a lot of videos on YouTube and other basket weaver’s 

websites in the early stages of my weaving. And I still do watch 

them. But let’s face it – who weaves at their computer? And if 

you watch on a tablet beside your workspace, it’s a lot of pausing 

and starting – and then refreshing because your streaming is 

buffering yet again, or your tablet went into sleep mode.  

So, I have decided to start building a library of tutorials that are 

FREE (yes, that is no-charge at all). The step-by-step technique 

instructions will be in PDF format that you can download and 

print. Place them in a protective sleeve (think spray bottle of 

water and the blurred images that will result) and use them at 

your weaving table. 

Share them with your weaving friends and use them as teaching 

aids for newbies. And please share my website too.  

Check out the new tutorials posted on my website. You’ll see 

“Tutorials” as a page on the header. More will be added soon. 

Page 1: *NEW* Tutorials on Website 

Page 2:  

     New Patterns This Month: 

      Noelle 

 Shelley 

 Idalene 

 Oceana 

Page 3-4:  

     Interesting to Read: 

          Are you Shape Challenged? 

Page 5:  

     Upcoming Weaving Events 

Page 6: 

     Patterns Available on Website 

          or in my Etsy shop. 

 

Think of the tutorials as the 

“Basket Weaving for Dummies” 

book that you wish you had 

when you were learning.  

None of us are too old to learn 

something new.  

Share the art. Share your 

passion. Teach someone. 

Click to go to “Tutorials” now. 

mailto:beckybechtel@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Response
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brightexpectations
https://www.facebook.com/BrightExpectations
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/blogs/tutorials
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/blogs/tutorials


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

“Noelle” is my most comprehensive pattern yet. 10 pages and 46 pictures will 

walk even a novice through weaving the entire basket. Learn to Triple Twine    

with Arrow and also French Randing with Arrow. Weave the Christmas inspired 

basket or choose colors for year round décor. 

To Purchase the Pattern 

Click Below 

"Noelle" 

This medium sized market 

basket is inspired by the ocean’s 

gentle waves. “Oceana” has the 

turquoise water and soft brown 

sand to transcend you to a 

peaceful shore. 

To Purchase the Pattern 

Click Below 

"Oceana" 
To Purchase the Pattern 

"Idalene" 

“Shelley” was designed for minivan 

storage. The wood base makes her extra 

strong and sturdy. The divided, smaller 

compartment holds an umbrella, your 

cell phone, and flashlight. What a perfect 

picnic basket or sewing basket though!  

To Purchase the Pattern, Click Below 

"Shelley" 

The handle wrap is what sets 

“Idalene” apart from the 

boring and plain market 

basket. The “X” detail on the 

front is simple and doesn’t 

distract from the focal point. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/noelle-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/noelle-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/oceana-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/oceana-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/search?type=product&q=idalene
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/shelley-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/products/shelley-basket-weaving-pattern


  

Ask a new basket weaver what the hardest part of weaving is and it’s likely you will hear the same response. 

“The shape of my finished basket was all cattywampus.” OK … maybe they didn’t say cattywampus, but I 

don’t think I’ve ever had the chance to write that word in anything and I didn’t want to miss the opportunity. 

Achieving the desired shape on a basket can be, well … FRUSTRATING!!  There are lots of tips to help out 

the novice weaver. And most are good things to keep in mind even when you have woven a thousand baskets. 

Tips for weaving on a straight sided basket – either square or rectangle: 

 Monitor your distance between spokes as you weave. They should not get larger or smaller. 

Particularly watch your corners. It is a natural tendency to pull tighter on corners distorting a straight 

lined edge. 

 If your basket is tall – weave the first 4-6 rows. Remove the top row weaver and measure it. Cut your 

additional weavers to length. You will easily see on rows that you were too tight or too loose on. 

 If you notice you are tight or loose on a row, TAKE IT OUT and re-do it. Don’t just plan to make the 

adjustment on the next row. You will only exacerbate the problem by now creating ins and outs on 

corners. 

 Many believe that weaving multiple rows simultaneously truly helps with shaping. Start about two to 

four weavers (on different spokes) and weave a few spokes of each at a time (starting with the bottom 

weaver). Not only will your shape improve, but your basket will weave much quicker. 

 Weaving a row of dyed reed or sea grass can really throw you off as these are normally pulled in. Be 

very vigilant of monitoring shape after each row of weaving these. 

 I like the finger method (as I call it). Weave behind a spoke and hold the reed in place with your left 

hand holding the correct spacing (I’m right handed). This sounds complicated but will become second 

nature. Don’t pull, don’t tug. You’re weaving around the spokes, not bending them too much. 

 For some reason, it also helps me to weave standing up. You can use pressure against the table to 

monitor your flat sides. 

Sometimes, the best option is to simply use a form to weave around. You can be creative using items from 

the Dollar Store or thrift stores.  

 Round plastic bowls are in every size and shape. By drilling some holes in the bottom of the bowl you 

can then run twine or string through the holes to hold a wood base secure to the bottom. Weave your 

basket and then simply cut the string and remove the form from inside the basket. 

 Pencil holders, trash cans, utensil holders are all cheap to find. These forms are nice to leave inside 

your woven basket to protect the weaving. You can weave tight to keep them in place or weave looser 

to leave the liners removable for easy cleaning. 

N.C. Basketworks sells a rim stiffener package 

that is basically pieces of wood that are about 1/2” 

wide and 1/8” thick. These work great not only for 

helping to keep a straight rim on your basket but 

also to use vertically behind a spoke on a taller 

basket. You’ll be surprised how much they help. 

I’m lucky to have a husband that will do a bit of 

woodworking for me from time to time, and he 

makes these for me in long lengths. I then just cut 

to size when I need one. 

 

rim-stiffeners 

My own reinforcements 

used to keep the rim 

straight and stronger. 

You can place inside or 

outside the basket. 

On baskets to the right I 

used the reinforcements 

vertically to help 

maintain straight sides 

plus to add strength to 

these planter baskets. 

http://ncbasketworks.com/rim-stiffeners-shelf-storage-basket.html


 

 

 

 

  

Now that you have used the obvious forms, supports, and reinforcements, think about using some unusual 

items to help you achieve your desired shape. 

 I LOVE this idea. I 

believe this is a large balloon 

and I’m not totally sure that is 

the perfect choice (think 

scissors, an accidental POP, 

and blood), but you get the 

idea. Use an inflatable 

punching bag or beach ball to 

get an awesome curved shape. 

Then simply deflate it to 

remove it! I’ve got this pinned 

on Pinterest on my “Why 

Didn’t I Think of That?” board. 
     We had a huge galvanized metal tub 

when I was a little girl that I thought was 

my own personal swimming pool. Love the 

memories this bucket brings back. And 

weaving the handles into the Gretchen 

border is ingenious! 

As a mom or a grandma, 

we each probably have 

some of these Mega  

Blocks around the house.  

You can build your own 

square or rectangular 

shape adding to the 

height as you go. The 

plastic blocks are 

impervious to water and 

can be constructed to 

most any angular shape. 

It’s like Tinker Toys for 

weavers, hehe. 

Would this not be a weaver’s 

Nirvana? I mean how could you 

mess up your shape with this jig? 

Multiple holes in the base board 

allow a variance in the basket’s 

diameter. Hmmm, maybe my hubby 

needs a project? 

  When I’m weaving 

any shaped basket, this is my 

biggest friend. I measure and 

closely monitor my weaving 

every few rows. I don’t allow 

more than ½” variation in the 

perimeter of any straight 

sided basket.  If it’s more, it 

comes off and it is redone. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING WEAVING EVENTS 

 
AUGUST, 2016 

4th-7th:  Missouri Basketweavers Guild 25th Annual Convention.  basketweavers.org 

25th-27th: Heritage Basketry Guild Fall Weave Retreat in Dayton, OH  heritagebasketryguild.com 

27th: Columbia Basin Basketry Guild in West Linn, Oregon.  basketryguild.org 

SEPTEMBER, 2016 

9th-11th:  Camp Tuck-A-Basket in Normal, Illinois.  llbwa.com/events 

15th-18th: Weaving Odyssey in Central Pennsylvania.  basketry.homestead.com 

16th-17th: NCBA "Hooked on Baskets" in Swansboro, NC.  ncbasketmakers.com 

23rd-25th: Wolf River Basketry Guild Fall Workshop in Shawano, Wisconsin.  wolfriverbasketryguild.com 

OCTOBER, 2016 

19th-23rd: Michigan Basketweavers Annual Convention "Weavers Wonderland". 

michiganbasketmakers.com 

21st-23rd: Oklahoma's Basketweavers Guild 17th Annual Weavers Weekend in Shawnee, OK.  

okbasketweaversguild.com 

NOVEMBER, 2016 

4th-6th:  WVBA 2016 Convention in Clarksburg, WV.  wvbasketweaversassoc.com 

JANUARY, 2017 

19th-22nd:  Texas Basket Weavers Assoc. To be held in Houston.   texasbasketweavers.com 

TBA:  Northwest Basket Weavers Retreat Workshop "Weave in Winter".  nwbasketweavers.org 

FEBRUARY, 2017 

TBA:  Georgia Basketry Assoc. Annual Convention "Baskets Forever and Ever".  georgiabasketry.com 

TBA:  Wildwood Basketry Guild's "Winter Weave" in Mentor, Ohio.  winterweave.com 

MARCH, 2017 

2nd-3rd:  LLBWA Spring Fling at Palos Park, Illinois.  www.llbwa.com 

16th -19th:  NCBA Convention "Weaving Mania" in Durham, North Carolina.  www.ncbasketmakers.com. 

APRIL, 2017 
6th-8th:  Stateline Friends Weaving Retreat in Richmond, Indiana.  www.statelinefriends.com.  

May, 2017 

5th-7th:  Conference of Northern California Handweavers in Pacific Grove.  www.cnch.org 

4th-7th:  Western Pleasure Basket Retreat in Sandpoint, Idaho. www.jchoatebasketry.com 
June, 2017 

TBA:  LLBWA Starved Rock Weaving Day in Utica, IL.   www.llbwa.com/events.htm or click here. 

July, 2017 

TBA:  Kentucky Basket Associations 20th Convention.  www.kentuckybasketassociation.org or click here. 

TBA:  Tennessee Basketry Convention in Alcoa, TN.  Contact Fran Sorrell at 901-409-8649 or fwsorrell@ael.com. 

August, 2017 

TBA:  Missouri Basketweavers Guild 26th Annual Convention.  www.basketweavers.org/convention.html or click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many guilds, weaving groups, and clubs across 

the country. There might be one near you. 

To see a listing of guilds by state with contact and 

convention information, please refer to this listing 

provided by The Country Seat.  Click here. 

http://www.basketweavers.org/convention.html
http://www.heritagebasketryguild.com/
http://www.basketryguild.org/
http://llbwa.com/events.htm
http://basketry.homestead.com/
http://ncbasketmakers.com/seminars.html
http://www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com/directory/Resources
http://www.michiganbasketmakers.com/events.html
http://www.okbasketweaversguild.com/WeaversWeekend.html
http://wvbasketweaversassoc.com/conventionnew/convention.html
http://www.texasbasketweavers.com/
http://nwbasketweavers.org/
http://georgiabasketry.com/
file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Basket%20Stuff/Newsletters/www.winterweave.com
http://www.llbwa.com/events.htm
http://www.ncbasketmakers.com/convention.html
file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Basket%20Stuff/Newsletters/www.statelinefriends.com
file:///C:/Users/Becky/Documents/Basket%20Stuff/Newsletters/www.cnch.org
http://www.jchoatebasketry.com/pages/western-pleasure-basket-retreat
http://www.llbwa.com/events.htm
http://www.kentuckybasketassociation.org/
mailto:fwsorrell@ael.com
http://www.basketweavers.org/convention.html
http://www.countryseat.com/basketguilds.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

Pattern Library 
Clicking on any PICTURE will connect you to the pattern listing. 

https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/beatrice-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/makayla-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-daphne-farmers-market-or-vegetable-garden-basket
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/harbor-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/paisley-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/babette-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/randa-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/fiona-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gabbie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/jaclyn-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/zoey-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/sue-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gloria-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/kelsey-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/betsy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/mary-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/valerie-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/reba-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/lucy-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/zelda-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/isabella-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/olivia-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-hannah-braid-weave-market-basket-with-interlocking-v-knot
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-iris-counter-basket-or-tray
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/basket-pattern-faye-tote-divided-basket-with-shaker-tape
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/tessa-basket-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/journey-basket-weaving-pattern
https://www.brightexpectationsbaskets.com/collections/basket-pattern/products/gracie-basket-weaving-pattern

