
1 

 

AIN’T IT THE TRUTH 
 

 
 

 (A little bit of wit and  
a whole lot of wisdom) 

 
Uncle Louie and Friends 

 
Copyright© 2020 

Upword Press, LLC 
 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
 
 
 

 
For ordering information: 

www.louvickerybooks.com  
 

 
Upwordpress6@gmail.com 

 
 
 

OVER 1,290 MESSAGES 
  



2 

 

NOTE FROM UNCLE LOUIE 

 
       I am excited you have chosen to share this time with my friends and myself. Did you know 

that no one has ever been known to die of laughter? God in His infinite wisdom gave all of us 

humans the ability to laugh. He knew we would probably need it more than any other kind of 

living creature.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

        Individually-speaking, there are always times when each of us need a little dose of 

encouragement and inspiration to get started… a good laugh to keep us going when things get 

tough… a little insight and wisdom to help us get back up after getting knocked off our feet.  

         Corporately speaking, this is the best array of messages for Marquee Signs that you will 

find anywhere. 90% of the messages are less than fifteen (15) words, making most of them a 

perfect fit for a corporate or church marquee.  

         After the INTRODUCTION-SOMETHING TO CHEW ON…there are four separate 

sections, each with a host of one-liners that cover a variety of far-reaching topics. For those of 

you like myself, who remember the Burma Shave signs, you will find numerous of them at the 

end of section one.  

         The messages in the book are a mixture of personal notes and works of my many friends 

– some known, mostly unknown --that have been handed down through the years for 

consumption. These “friends” obviously are people with some of the most incredible life histories: 

people who have gone from rags to riches -- from the valley to the mountaintop… people who 

know what it takes to succeed at life – and at living. 

         Through the ages, these people have taken the time to share their wealth of experience 

with us. Many have offered their wisdom with a sense of wit, others in a more definitive manner. 

The key for us is that their astute advice offers hope that can rearrange our lives for the better. 

          Listen to the words of those who have been there…who have been in life’s toughest 

arenas. Their treasure of information may have a major impact on your very own, or as well as 

the lives *of those you share this work with. 

          Thank you for sharing this time with me. 

                                                                                    Uncle Louie 
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• Whatever you do have fun. 

 

• A mistake will not define you…but the next attempt will. 

 

• “No one who ever gave their best has regretted it.” -George Halas 

 

• Always be a first-rate version of your own design, not a second-rate version of someone 

else’s design. 

 

• To do things that will be remembered, don’t think about what’s in it for you. 

 

• You can only achieve the impossible if you believe it is possible. 

 

• “It’s not the mountain ahead that thwarts progress, it’s the pebbles in your shoes.” -

Muhammed Ali 

 

• There are two things you can do with the past: run from it or learn from it. 

 

• “The pain you feel today will be the strength you need tomorrow.” – Unknown 

 

• The probability of being great at the start is minute, but you have to start to be great. 

 

• Even if you have been bent and broken, you are probably in better shape than before. 

 

• WHO I want to be…WHAT I learn…WHEN I use it…WHERE I use it… WHY I use it…will 

make me the person I want to be. 

 

• Don’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands…throw something back on occasion.  

 

• Dare to be the best you can be…at all times. 

 

• “If you fail to prepare, you’re prepared to fail.” – Mark Spitz 

 

• “Every next level of your career will require a different version    of you.” –Unknown 

 

• “To give less than your best is to sacrifice a gift.” -Steve Prefontaine 
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• The success you achieve inwardly will determine the success you experience outwardly. 

 

• Concentrate solely on your role and perform it to the very best of your ability. 

 

• “The future is not made in dreams…it is made through action.”-General Dwight Eisenhower 

 

• “If you aren’t grateful for what you already have, what makes you think you would be happy 

with more?” -Unknown 

 

• “Everything you’ve ever wanted is on the other side of fear.” -George Addair 

 

• To have it the way you want it, you have to change the way it is. 

 

• Setbacks are meant to define…not defeat. 

 

• Spend the day believing and acting as if it might be your last. 

 

• Each time you say “Yes” to comfort, you say “No” to progress.  

 

• Most of the shadows in life are caused by standing in one’s own sunshine. 

 

• You cannot expect to get more than you expect. 

 

• A sure way to stay down is not know what you are up to. 

 

• Opportunity rarely comes with its value stamped on it...it depends on what you make of it. 

 

• To admit that you are wrong will get you a lot further along in life than trying to prove you are 

right. 

 

• Mistakes are reasons for growth...not excuses for giving up. 

 

• You can only make others better by being better yourself. 

 

• It’s not hard to act when you must…the key is acting when there’s nothing pushing you. 

 

• Be dedicated to keeping physically fit…every time you see trouble, run.  

 

• If you don't want anyone to know it–the wise decision is not do it. 
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• Stand on what is right to keep from being vulnerable to what is wrong. 

 

• Hope helps you to realize obstacles are just a bend – not the end. 

 

• Be vigilant because you can go from hero to zero…or vice versa…in one moment. 

 

• The significance of today will lie in the seeds you plant, not in the harvest you reap. 

 

• A high-level performance is built around five E’s: Enthusiasm… excitement…energy … 

endurance…effort. Any questions? 

 

• Run hard enough on your first wind to see if you have a second.. 

 

• The truest measure of your worth is how much would you be worth if you had nothing left but 

yourself? -Dr. Norman V. Peale 

 

• Your value will never be determined by your valuables. 

 

• “Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from an indomitable will.” – 

Mahatma Gandhi 

 

•  “A trophy collects dust…memories last forever.” –Mary Lou Retton 

 

• Establish your own goals…then your own goals will help to establish you. 

 

• Everyone wants to be a winner until they understand what it takes to be a winner. 

 

• What you focus on expands. 

 

• A difficult challenge doesn’t create a “hero,” it just brings to the surface the hero that is already 

present. 

 

• “Pain is temporary. Quitting lasts forever.” – Lance Armstrong 

 

• “The trophy is earned in the hours that no one is watching.” –Unknown 

 

• If the trophy is not in your trophy case, neither stop thinking about it nor working for it. 

 

• If everything seems under control, you are not moving at a fast-enough pace. 
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• ‘Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if you just sit there.’ -Will Rogers 

 

• “Don’t count the days, make the days count.” -Muhammed Ali 

 

• Travel as far as you can, and when you get there you will be ready for the next trip. 

 

• “Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard.” – Tim Notke 

 

• When you accept anything but the best, you will often get it. 

 

• Think in terms of what you can do, others will remind you of what you cannot do. 

 

• If you can visualize it, you can achieve it…if you can imagine it, you can become it. 

 

• A bend in the road is not the end of the road, unless you fail to make the turn. 

 

• The best route to greatness is to take care of all the little things that lead to greatness. 

 

• Don’t be down on what you ought to be up on. 

 

• A sure way to stay down is not know what you are up to. 

 

• Do little things so well to make doing big things easier. 

 

• Make constant improvement a priority. 

 

• Look for what is right…rather than who. 

 

• A star shines the brightest in darkness. 

 

• The future becomes a grim reminder of the present, when all you think about is the past. 

 

• The best predictors of the future are those who create it. 

 

• We quit growing when our number one form of exercise is caution. 

 

• Whatever got us to where we are, will not be good enough to keep us there. 

 

• To fret over what we didn’t do diminishes what we did do. 

 

• One of the greatest steps we can take is do a little when we think we can do nothing. 

 



8 

 

• Our most valuable resources are those which shared…multiply. 

 

• Dreams are rarely curtailed by outside circumstances. 

 

• Deny yourself easy exits. 

 

• Be prepared for what might go wrong, but be focused on what can go right. 

 

• Value principle above any privilege. 

 

• Strive to leave things a little better than you found them. 

 

• To put a limit on what you will do, puts a limit on what you can do. 

 

• Make a stand for something are you will eventually fall for anything. 

 

• You may not necessarily have the best talent…but you can make the best of the talent you 

have. 

 

• There are many things in your life that will catch your eye, but only a few will catch your heart. 

 

• Your background and circumstances may have influenced who you are, but you are 

responsible for who you become. 

 

• If something doesn’t matter, make every effort to keep it that way. 

 

• Somewhere in a competitive situation you may feel like you are giving out, but that is no 

excuse for giving up. 

 

• Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.  

 

• When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 

 

• Always remember you're unique….just like everyone else. 

 

• Don't try to be so much of everything that you are nothing of anything. 

 

• The best ways to persuade others is with your ears -- not your mouth. 

 

• You don't have to blow out someone else's light to let your own shine. 
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                              MAKE SMILE YOUR STYLE 

• A smile rounds out your wardrobe. 

• A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks. 

• A lot of things are set straight by the curve of a smile. 

  
The shortest distance between  

us is about a smile long.  

• The person who can smile when things go wrong knows whom he can blame it on. 

• A perpetual smile makes others wonder what you have got that they don’t. 

 

Smiles are a great investment… for they 

never go up in price or down in value. 

• We can smile our ways into the hearts of others…. but we will seldom frown our way in. 

• The luscious plum forgot to smile and became a wrinkled prune. 

• If you spend most of your younger life smiling, when you get older the wrinkles will be in the right 

place. 

WHY WORK OVERTIME? 

To send a smile out others way, 
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Brings thirteen muscles into play;  

           To think a frown will help you thrive, 

Then the muscles will number 65. 

 Why then should you work overtime,  

                                                                 Is the biggest question on my mind? 

 

LAUGH TO LAST 

• No one has been known to die of laughter. 

• Laughter is the sunshine that drives the clouds of life from the heart. 

• A great thing to have up your sleeve in dealing with others is a funny bone. 

• Those who cannot take a joke generally end up having to take medicine. 

• Laughter is the feeling we have that the feeling we have is the right feeling. 

• Laughter means that we feel good all over, but principally show it in one spot. 

• If we don’t have a sense of humor, we will probably end up with little sense at all. 
 

We don’t stop laughing because we grow old 

… we grow old because we stop laughing. 

 

THE END YOU USE 

      God has given us two ends, 

      They have a common link; 

      With the bottom end we sit, 

      And with the top end we think; 

      Thus our success depends on 

      Which end we choose to use; 

      For along the line we learn… 

      Heads we win – tails we lose. 

 

LET A LITTLE SUNSHINE IN… 

• The sun shines best within us... not on us. 

• It takes both rain and sunshine to make a rainbow. 
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• Looking on the bright side never causes eyestrain. 

• The future looks so bright that we have to wear shades. 

• Let the sun shine on the inside…as well  as on the outside.  

• Laughter is the sunshine that drives the clouds from the heart.  

• Most of the shadows of life are caused by standing in one’s own sunshine. 

• The sun has a sinking spell every evening but rises up strong in the morning.  

• Laugh at yourself with others and enjoy it as much as they do! 

• As long as we are walking toward the sun, you will never see the shadows. 

• Folks who are always looking for the sun, outshine those looking for the clouds. 

• Don't spend all your time preparing for rainy days that you fail to enjoy the sunshine. 

• Down the road the cloud-makers may be proven right, but the sun-seekers have the best time on 

the trip. 

SOW BIG TO SOAR HIGH 

• The best destination of all is forward. 

• The best way to get there from here is to know where “there” is. 

• If you aim high enough, you won’t shoot yourself in the foot 

 

If you don’t know where you are 

headed, you are bound to get there. 

• The best way to never be disappointed is to never expect anything. 

• If your aim is not to lead the pack the view will always be the same. 

 

If you go before you know where you’re going, you 
are going to end up someplace you don’t want to be. 

 
 

CHANGE… CHANGES 

• Change is great so long as it is in the right direction. 
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• You cannot change others, you can only change you. 

• About time you figure out a change, the change will change. 

• If we put off change, the day will come when all that’s left is change. 

• Learn to live with what you cannot change… and change what you can change. 

 
        Most of us change... not because we see 

the light, but because we feel the heat. 

• If we need to change directions and don’t... we will probably end up where we are headed. 

• It’s a good idea to change your mind occasionally,  if for no other reason than to see if it still 

works. 

 

BRAINS OR RAIN? 

• When you stop to think, don’t forget to start again. 

• We are never stronger than our weakest THINK. 

• The mind is like a parachute... it works best when open. 

• With conditions like they are today, those who suffer from insanity actually enjoy it. 

• A vacant mind is like a vacant lot... it usually ends up with a lot of garbage. 

• Some folks have minds like concrete... all mixed up and permanently set. 

 

The reason some folks get lost in thought 
is because they are total strangers there. 

• Thinking before doing always carries better for the future than doing before thinking. 

• Since germs attack the weakest part of the body, that may explain the enormous incidents of 

head colds. 

• If some folks were taxed for the use of their brains, the cost of administration would outweigh 

the return. 

 

SCHOOL OF EXPERIENCE 
 

• The best substitute for experience is being sixteen. 
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• Experience is what we get when we didn’t get what we wanted.  

 

• Experience is something we don’t get until just after we need it. 

 

• Be careful reading the fine print…there's no way you're going to like it.  

 

• Experience is not what happens to us...  it is what we do with what happens to us. 

 

                                           We all learn from experience... but 
some of us had to go to summer school. 

 

• If we learn only by experience, we are more likely to know what not to do than what to do. 

  

• Experience is what we gain when we take something from “this” to help us do better at “that.” 

 

• Every time we finish a course at the School of Experience, someone thinks up a new course. 

 

• An education is what we get when we read the fine print...experience is what get when we don’t. 

 

• Experience is the name we give to what we get when we don’t get what we thought we were 

going to get. 

 
Every time you make the grade at the School of 

Experience, they come up with a new grading system. 
 
 

SMART DOES IT 

• Learned intelligence is no match for natural ignorance. 

• We become smarter when we recognize what happens to us when we are not. 

•  Light travels faster than sound… that's why some people appear bright until you hear them 

speak. 

It is smart to admit we are not 
                                                           smart when we need to be smart. 

• The best way to be smart when you need to be smart is to admit that you are not when you are 

not. 

• One of the unfortunate things about getting older is that we are not young enough to know 

everything. 
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LEARN TO EARN 

• Learning is either ongoing or non-going. 

• Part of learning what we like is trying out things we don't like. 

• Some teachers have the tendency to talk in someone else's sleep. 

• One of the biggest hindrances to learning is what we think we know already. 

• A college education does some good if we are willing to learn something else later. 

• The purpose of a college education is to teach us how to learn what we have to learn. 

 

It is strange how much we have to know 
before we know how little we know. 

• Don’t upset the things you do good when working on the things you do poorly. 

• Among the few things more expensive than an education these days is the lack of it. 

• The purpose of an education is to move us forward… not to have something to fall back on. 

• People seem to know more when they are told something than when they are asked something. 

• The lack of an education is immensely expensive to two parties: the individual and the 

community. 

IGNORANCE IS NOT BLISS… IT’S DUMB 

• To be ignorant of one's ignorance keeps one ignorant. 

• The curse of ignorance is the lack of awareness of it. 

• A dumb question is always better than a dumb mistake. 

• It is easier to conceal ignorance than it is to acquire knowledge.  

• Anyone who thinks education is expensive, should look at the price of ignorance. 

• Never argue with “dumb”-- he will drag you down to his level... then beat you with experience. 

 

The biggest difference between being smart 

and being dumb is... being smart has its limits. 
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TODAY...YESTERDAY...TOMORROW. 

Nostalgia is when we live life in the past lane. 

• Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday. 

• The most difficult thing any one has to do today is an unfinished yesterday. 

• Yesterday is a great place to visit...  but a miserable place to live. 

• “One of these days” is just another way of saying “None of these days.” 

 

Always put off until tomorrow those 

things you shouldn’t do at all. 

• Live today looking through the windshield... not the rear view mirror. 

• The most tiring exercise to engage in is carrying yesterday on your back. 

• Today will be yesterday -- tomorrow... unless we do what we have to do -- today. 

• There are two days about which we should never worry... yesterday and tomorrow. 

 

         A wise move is not to concern yourself with 
          tomorrow today until today become tomorrow. 

• A great labor saving device is called tomorrow… which makes tomorrow one of the busiest days 

of the year. 

• Folks who talk about what they are going to do  tomorrow probably did the same thing 

yesterday. 

DECIDE TO DECIDE 

• No answer is also an answer.  

• The best decision to make is to make one. 

• The worst decision is the one we never make. 

• Make decisions today that you can live with tomorrow. 

• When we choose not to decide we have decided already. 

• Nothing will wear you our quicker than hanging onto an undone or incomplete task. 
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Nothing wears us out quicker than doing nothing… 
the reason is simple: we can’t stop and rest. 

• Today’s success was yesterday’s decision…tomorrow’s success is today’s decision. 

EXPEND TO EXPAND 

        If something is worth doing, it is worth doing wrong. 

• No one is so busy as the person who has nothing to do. 

• The best angle to use is the TRY-ANGLE. 

• When you don’t know what to do, walk fast and look busy. 

 

        A great reputation is never built 
on what we are going to do. 

• The only ideas that ever work are the ones we put too work.  

• Doing only counts when we are doing the right kind of doing. 

• The road to success is a long TRY-WAY… not an easy highway. 

 
Don’t wear your wishbone where 

your backbone ought to be. 

• It’s amazing to think that half the people we know are below average. 

• Some folks can look so busy doing nothing that they seem indispensable. 

• It’s impossible to enjoy loafing to the utmost, unless you have plenty of work to do. 

 

Backbone always has a better return 
on time invested than does wishbone. 

• The one who says, “It can’t be done” should never interrupt the one who is doing it. 

 

BE BOLD 

• Don’t be afraid to be afraid. 

• If you are going to miss, make it a big miss.  

You have to be willing to strike out to hit home runs. 
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• Be careful not to leave the ranks of the living before you die. 
The only thing that truly counts  
on your gravestone is the dash. 

• Those who are afraid of making mistakes end up working for those who are not. 
 

Progress involves risk... for you can't  
steal second base with one foot on first base. 

 

NO PAIN… NO GAIN 

• Persistence wears on resistance. 

Make the best of less than the best. 

• There is no measure of gain without pain. 

• Failure is often occurs when we take the path of least persistence. 

      Big shots are just little shots who kept right on shooting. 

• Today’s mighty oak is just yesterday’s little nut who held his ground. 
 

Those who want by the yard and try by  
the inch need to be kicked by the foot. 

 

 WORK… WORKS 

• Work works when everybody works. 

• To leave your footprints on the sands of time… wear work shoes. 

 

Success comes dressed in the most 
fashionable attire – work clothes. 

• A lot of folks show they are not afraid of work by the way they fight it. 

• The best way to keep from losing your shirt is to roll up your sleeves and go to work. 

 

The world is full of willing people… some are 
willing to work and others are willing to let them. 

• If you do a good day’s work, you won’t have to worry about a good night’s sleep. 
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• Those who get ahead the fastest do less scheming to get by without working… and more work 

to get by without scheming.  

 

PROBLEMS ARE NO-THINGS 

• Little problems left alone don’t remain little. 

• Lasting problems only appear to be everlasting. 

• The longer you carry a problem the heavier it gets. 

• The simpler the solution the less folks will understand what it means. 

Problems are nothing… no-thing  
until we make them some-thing. 

• The first problem in solving a problem is to find the solvers.  

• The best way to put your problems behind you is to face them. 

• The further removed from a problem, the more moral folks tend to become. 

• Those with the least knowledge about the problem tend to have the most solutions. 

• For every problem there is always one solution that is quick, simple, neat, and usually wrong. 

• One of the biggest problems in life is that we do not face most of its problems when we are 

eighteen years old and know everything. 

• If you keep your head when those around you are losing theirs… obviously you didn’t understand 

the problem. 

 

TROUBLE IS TROUBLING 

• If the trouble is not troubling you… keep it that way. 

• If you find yourself in a hole, your first move is to stop digging. 

• The trouble with trouble is that it usually starts our being a lot of fun. 

• Be dedicated to keeping physically fit… every time you see trouble – run.  

Here’s some great advice: “Don’t trouble  
trouble ‘til trouble troubles you.” 
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• If you can’t make light of your problems, the wise approach: keep them in the dark. 

• The biggest troublemaker you will probably ever have to deal is looking back at you in the mirror. 

• It is wise to treat trouble as a friend because you are going to meet it often on life’s road…. so 

you had best be on speaking terms. 

 

SEE A LOT BY LISTENING 

• You see a lot by listening. 

• Those who listen least presume the most. 

The best way to get folks to listen  
is to start talking about them. 

• Most of us don't mind listening to those who don't talk too much. 

• The best way to persuade others is with our ears -- not our mouths. 

• Generally speaking, we seldom learn much when our lips are moving. 

• One of the best ways to persuade others is with our ears -- not our mouths. 

Take a hint from Mother Nature: your 
mouth was made to be shut -- not your ears. 

• Those who listen best have the greatest effect on others… because they know more 

 

TALK LITTLE…SAY MUCH 

• A closed mouth gathers no feet. 

• If something can go without saying it… let it. 

• Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand. 

• After all is said and done – more is said than done. 

• We don’t have to explain something that we didn’t say. 

• Most of folks know how to say nothing... few know when. 

• Generally speaking, we seldom learn much when our lips are moving. 
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• A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you find yourself in deep water.  

• Most folks don’t mind how much we talk so long as we say it in a few words. 

• We can’t always expect to talk our way out of what our actions get us into. 

• Those who talk too fast often say something they haven’t thought of... yet. 

• One of the best ways to save face is to be careful how we use the lower part of it. 

• A sure way to keep others from jumping down our throats is to keep our mouths shut. 

• When some people open their mouths, it seems like it is only to change which foot they have in 
it. 

• If we say little about something we know little about, we won’t say anything we wish later that 
we hadn’t said. 

 

HOLD YOUR TONGUE 

• It is best to bite your tongue than to let it bite others. 

• The tongue weighs very little... yet very few can hold it. 

 

There is no physical evidence that 
the tongue is attached to the brain. 

• Dogs are man’s best friends... because dogs wag their tails -- not their tongues. 

• We can get credit for having a lot of horse sense simply by bridling our tongues.            

The wise decision is to make sure your brain 
is turned on before putting your tongue in gear. 

 

WORDS COUNT 

• Those with tact have less to retract. 

• Better one word before than two after. 

• Kind words can have an endless echo. 

• Words should be weighted… not counted. 

• Unfortunately, the thoughtless are rarely wordless. 
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Kind words seldom go in one ear and out the other. 

• It is easier to speak than to say something worthwhile. 

• Words that soak into the ears are whispered, not yelled. 

• Whenever you open your mouth, your mind is on display.  

• Some folks can say more in an hour than others can say in a week. 

• We cannot talk like a valley dweller and expect to be a mountain climber. 

• Among our most prized possessions are some words we have never spoken. 

• We should keep our words both soft and tender, because tomorrow we may have to eat them.  

• Light travels faster than sound… That's why some people appear bright until you hear them 

speak. 

 

WORD FROM THE WISE 

Wisdom is only acquired on the installment plan. 

• Wisdom is a purchase that we must pay dearly to get. 

• A word to the wise is not as good as a word from the wise.  

• It takes a wise person to figure out just what isn’t worth knowing. 

• The route to wisdom is being wiser today than you were yesterday. 

• A wise person is one who knows a lot, but doesn’t say much about it. 
 

Wisdom isn’t the acquisition of knowledge… 
it’s knowing which knowledge to acquire. 

• Saying "I don't know, but I know who does," is a sure sign of wisdom. 

• Wisdom is making the most of all that comes... the least of all that goes. 

• The wise person knows the difference between pulling his weight and throwing it around. 

• A smart person may know how to win an argument… but a wise person knows how to avoid one. 

• The best wisdom in the world is that which keeps us from getting into situations where we need 

wisdom. 
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THE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT… 

• Truth doesn’t hurt... unless it ought to. 

• Truth needs no crutches… if it limps, it ain’t the truth. 

• Be careful of stretching the truth... it might snap back. 

• Better suffer for the truth than to be rewarded for a lie. 

• Truth often may be expensive...but in the long run we can afford it. 

• With truth in the heart there is no need for persuasion on the tongue. 

 

                                                 Beware of a half-truth... you don’t 
know which half you are going to get. 

• The person who says there is no such thing as an honest person just identified one who is not. 

 

DO UNTO OTHERS… 

• Those who understand stand under. 

• Make your presence a present to others. 

• An understanding heart has many friends. 

• We cannot throw dirt and expect to gain ground. 

• The best thing to spend on your kids is your time. 

We never get ahead when we are  
spending time trying to get even. 

• You won't ever be better by trying to make someone else look worse. 

• The only folks we should ever try to get even with are those who have helped us. 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE… DESERVE 

We cannot become what we want to be by ourselves. 

• Friendship is a plant that must be often watered. 

• The value of a friendship is seldom known until it is lost and gone. 
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• Those who light another's candle likewise enjoy more light. 

• The best thing to do behind someone’s back is to pat it. 

A great exercise for the heart is to 
reach down and lift someone else up. 

• The service we render to others is the rent we pay for our room on earth. 

• The more we help others up the success ladder, the closer to the top we get. 
 

 
If we bend over backwards for others, it’s  

harder for them to kick us in the seat of the pants. 

• A real person is the one who tries to see-another-through... instead of trying to see-through-
another. 

 

BUILD BRIDGES… NOT WALLS 

• Someone can go a long way on a single compliment. 

• The best instrument to use in a fault-finding is a mirror. 

Use a telescope when judging 
others… a microscope on yourself. 

• There’s no better way to get back at your enemies than to forgive them. 

• Some bring happiness wherever they go... others bring happiness whenever they go. 

• We will be known by the company that we keep…and by the company that we keep out of, too. 

• Don’t wear a catcher’s mitt on both hands…throw something back once in a while. 

 
 

THINK RIGHT TO STAY RIGHT 

• White lies lead to color blindness. 

• We preach best when we live right. 

• Preach what you practice… practice what you preach. 

• It pays to be aware of the high cost of low living. 
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• A good conscience never costs as much as it is worth. 

There are no new sins… the old ones 
are just getting more publicity today. 

• Where others stand to be crooked, work hard to be straight.  

• Behave like a skunk and someone’s bound to get wind of it. 

• When you go against the grain, we pick up a lot of splinters. 

• The time is always ripe to do right… yet there is something wrong if you are always right. 

• The softest pillow is a clear conscience. 

• A clear conscience for some is the sign of a bad memory. 

 

GOOD INTENTIONS 

• Attention to your intentions is crucial. 

• An alarm clock is a device that tends to scare the daylights into us. 

 

I must do something always outdoes 

someone must do something. 

• We are remembered by our good actions… not our good intentions. 

• If we keep thinking about learning the tricks of the trade, we never learn the trade. 

• When we spend too much time trying to play our cards right...  we get lost in the shuffle. 

• Too many folks treat life like a slot machine... they put in little as possible, and hope to hit a 

jackpot. 

 
GETTING IT RIGHT 

1. If at first you don’t get it right, that makes you about average. 

2. If you fail to get it right on the second try, destroy as much evidence as possible. 

3. If you don’t get it right on the third attempt, deny you even tried. 

4. If all that fails… then read and/or follow the directions. 



25 

 

                                                    TOO ERR IS HUMAN 

TOO ERR IS HUMAN… to admit it is unlikely. 

TOO ERR IS HUMAN… to blame it on someone else is even more human. 

TOO ERR IS HUMAN… to really foul things up requires a computer. 

TOO ERR IS HUMAN… but so is the delay in changing it. 

 

DOING GOOD IS GOOD 

• Extraordinary is ordinary done good. 

Good is not good enough if better is possible. 

• It’s not enough to be good… be good for something. 

• Don't let the good things of life rob you of the best things. 

• To be better than the best, make every effort to make your best better. 

 

EASY TO GET KNOCKED OFF A PEDESTAL 

• Less ego and more “we go.” 

What is needed is more “we” and less “me.” 

• An "I" for an "I" results when two big egos meet. 

• Those folks green with envy are ripe for a downfall. 

• An "I" for "I" rarely ever gets anything done for others. 

• Those folks who have a right to brag... don't have to. 

• Those all wrapped up in themselves make mighty small packages. 

• Those who sing their own praises are always on a note that is too high. 

• One obvious way to be over-dressed is to be all wrapped up in yourself. 

• Those who think that they are out of this world make most of wish they were. 
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• If you get to thinking you are a person of some influence, try ordering somebody else's dog 

around.  

You won't be able to send yourself forward, if you  
spend most of your time patting yourself on the back. 

 

BONDS OF MATRIMONY 

Too many couples marry for better,  
or for worse, but not for good. 

• On his anniversary, the wise husband forgets the past, but never the present. 

• The bonds of matrimony are a good investment only when the interest is kept up. 

• When a man and a woman marry, they become one… but the trouble is in deciding which one. 

• Trouble in a marriage sets in when a man gets so busy earning his salt that he forgets his sugar. 

• Whether a man winds up with a nest egg or a goose egg, depends on the kind of chick he marries. 

• The man who has enough horse sense to treat his bride like a thoroughbred, won’t have to live 

with an old nag. 

EASY COME… EASY GO 

• What is easy to do is easy not to do. 

• What is easy in the beginning is hard in the end. 

• We often learn there’s no easy way -– the hard way. 

Almost anything is easier to get into than get out of. 

• The easier something is to do, the harder it is to change. 

• What may be done at any time is done at no time. 

• The best way to make something easy -- hard, is to keep putting it off. 

• It is not what we eat that causes ulcers… it’s what’s eating us. 

• Ulcers are what we get when we mountain climb over molehills. 
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GRASS IS GREENER 

• We quit growing when all our time is spent looking someplace else. 

• To get a bigger lot, it is wise to develop the lot you have. 

 
                                           The grass always appears greener on the 

other side of the fence... until we get there. 

• Often the grass is greener on the other side of the fence because there is more mature over 

there. 

 

ANYTHING, EVERYTHING, SOMETHING 
 

It is tough to be anything if 
we are trying to be everything. 

• If  we don't stand for something, we will  fall  for anything.  

• When everything is coming your way, you are in the wrong lane. 

• Don't try to be so much of everything that you are nothing of anything. 

• Most of the havoc created is created by those who think they can do everything. 

• Don't do anything halfway... for you will find yourself dropping about as much as you pick up. 

• Once you put your feet in the right place... then stand firm against anything, everything or 

something. 

 
The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best 
of everything… they just make the most of everything. 

 

EVERYBODY IS SOMEBODY 
 

EVERYBODY wants to be SOMEBODY... 
but NOBODY can do it without ANYBODY. 

• If you try to please everybody, you will please nobody. 

• If you try to please everybody, nobody will like it… either.  

Always remember you're unique… 
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just like everybody else. 

• You might question why somebody doesn't do something, until you realize that you are the 

somebody. 

• The top banana has to be supported by the rest of the bunch. 

ANYBODY who tries to be a SOMEBODY by trying to 
be like EVERYBODY usually ends up being a NOBODY. 

 

FOR THE CHRONOLOGICALLY-GIFTED 

• How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you are? 

• I would venture that most of us would prefer to be over the hill than under it. 

• Many of us question how we got over the hill without ever getting to the top. 

• The secret to living longer is to cut out all of the things that makes you want to live longer. 

• Too many folks work hard to make a lot of money.... so they will be able to buy things they will 

be too old to enjoy. 

• A class reunion is where old classmates get together to see who is still together… and got it 

together. 

• Too many folks work hard to make a lot of money so they can buy things they are too old to 

enjoy. 

• Two things are needed for a successful retirement: much to live for... and much to live on. 

When age starts telling on us... 
most of us stop telling our age. 

• Keep on kicking ‘til the kicking is done. 

• For many of us, old age begins about 8 o’clock at night. 

• Be careful not to leave the ranks of the living before you die.  

• Always have more to do than you can possibly finish...  in that way old age will have to run wide 

open just to stay even. 
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• Old age has set in when former classmates are so wrinkled, gray and bald, they don’t recognize 

you. 

• The best way to grow old gracefully is to stay young mentally.  

• A lot of folks when they get too old to set bad examples, start giving advice. 

• When we are old enough to know what to do, most of us are too old to do it. 

• Have so much to do that old age will have to run wide open to try to catch up. 

• Two things are needed for a successful retirement: much to live for... and much to live on. 

 

HOW TO TELL IF YOU ARE CHRONOLOGICALLY-GIFTED: FEMALE 

• Your back goes out more than you do. 

• A shopping mall is your fitness center. 

• You have more than two sets of glasses. 

• Comfort has taken the place of fashion. 

• Pepto-Bismo is your idea of the perfect nightcap. 

❖ Your old clothes have come back into style more than twice. 

❖ You have stopped fibbing about your age and start bragging about it. 

❖ You have reached the age where it is more important not to act your age. 

❖ Your dress size has slightly expanded because all that knowledge you have acquired over the 
years had to go someplace. 

❖ You have finally realized that age is a matter of mind over matter...since you don’t mind, it 
doesn’t matter. 

 

HOW TO TELL IF YOU ARE CHRONOLOGICALLY-GIFTED: MALE 

❖ Nobody tells you to slow down anymore. 

❖ You cannot sit still without falling asleep. 

❖ A broad mind and a narrow waist have traded places. 

❖ Your tie doesn’t come close to the top of your pants. 

❖ Fewer and fewer things seem worth waiting in line for. 

❖ An “all-nighter” is where you don’t have to get up to go to the rest room. 
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❖ The top of your pants are closer to your armpits than to your waist line. 

❖ You have seen it all and done it all - you just don't remember most of it. 

❖ You are no longer capable of setting bad examples, so you now give advice. 

❖ Now that you are old enough to know what to do, you don’t want to do it. 

Age becomes a drain on the mind: 
If you leave your dreams behind; 
If you no longer look ahead, 
If your ambitious are dead; 
If your hope is basically cold, 
You are right, you are definitely old. 

 

SENSE OF RUMOR 

• A sense of rumor puts us in the meddle class. 

 

If something is none of your business, keep it that way. 

• Rumor is probably the only thing that gets thicker as it spreads.  

• Gossips are those who are down on who are up... and up on who are down. 

• A rumor is like a check... we shouldn’t endorse it until we are sure it is genuine. 

 

“There is so much bad in the best of us, 
and so much good in the worst of us; 
then why in the world do any of us, 

spend time talking bad about the rest of us?” 

• Some folks are not interested in anything unless its none of their business. 

 

THE CRITIC 

• To belittle is to be little. 

• Don’t judge someone by their relatives. 

   We can’t lift ourselves up by putting others down. 

• Don't ever bite the hand that has your paycheck in it. 

• No one can be top dog spending all the time growling about others. 
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You cannot rock the boat and row it at the same time. 

• You don't have to blow out someone else's light to let your own shine. 

• Keep in mind: Imperfection is one of the things we all have in common. 

• We won’t be looked up to if all we are doing is running other folks down. 

• Use your time to build yourself up, not try to tear someone else down. 

• Why in the world would someone cry over spilled milk if they still have the cow? 

• It's okay to express your dislike of something provided you have a handle on a remedy for making 

it better. 

 

 WHO ME WORRY? 

• Hurry and flurry leads to worry. 

• Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are our own worries. 

• Our worries grow directly in proportion   to the amount of attention we give them. 

• Little minds worry about little things.... big minds don't have time for little worries. 

• A good memory test is to try to remember two things that you worried about last week. 

 

Worry is like a rocking chair... it will give us 
something to do, but it won’t get us anywhere. 

• Worry is wasting today's time cluttering up tomorrow's opportunities with yesterday's problems. 

• Don’t worry about people from your past…. there’s a reason why they didn’t make it to your 

future. 

• Worry is a big bluff… it always makes things appear worse than they are. 

• The best thing that comes from worry is that most of the things we worry about seldom happen. 

• When we keep our minds on our work, we go ahead... when we keep our work on our minds we 

go nuts. 
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TRAVELING TIPS 

• Slow down for fast acting relief. 

• Live life as if it is a marathon… not a sprint. 

• Drive so your license’s expire before you do. 

There is no speed limit on the pursuit of excellence. 

• The road to success always has detour signs along the traveling route.  

• The best angle to use in solving a problem is the TRY-ANGLE. 

• The road to excellence is a long TRY-WAY... not an easy highway. 

• Along the road to success, EASY STREET is the toughest street to find. 

• You don’t to find EASY STREET because NO PARKING SIGNS line the street anyway. 

• Life in the fast lane will probably get you to the other end quicker than you want to. 

• Easy Street is noted for two things: it’s a dead end, and no parking signs line the curb. 

• The driver is safer when the roads are dry... the roads are safer when the driver is dry.  

 

The trip of life is more enjoyable when 
we enjoy the scenery along the detours. 

• We usually find folks on the side of the road where they quit traveling the road to success. 

 

BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

• What we eat ultimately tells us what we are. 

Those who don’t count calories have figures to show it. 

    We think about dieting when  
get thick... and tired of it. 

• The minutes spent at the table don’t hurt us... it’s the  seconds. 

• If you are over 40, keep an open mind and a closed refrigerator.  

• Eat a breakfast for a king, a lunch for a prince and a dinner for a pauper. 
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• Two of the biggest suicide weapons we can get our hands on are a knife and a fork. 

• If we don’t use common sense when we eat… we will end up weighing the consequences. 

• Probably nothing in the world arouses more false hope than the first six hours on a diet. 

 

HEALTH IS YOUR GREATEST WEALTH 
 

Digging for facts is a better mental  
exercise than is jumping to conclusions. 

• A good way to keep our feet on the ground is to carry the weight of responsibilities on our backs. 

• Too many folks spend their health acquiring wealth and then gladly pay all they have earned to 

get it back. 

• One of the best exercises around for building ourselves up is to bend down and help pick 

someone else up. 

• The only forms of exercise some folks get are jumping to conclusions...running  down others... 

sidestepping responsibilities ...and pushing their luck. 

 

KEEP YOUR COOL 

• The more you grow up, the less you will blow up. 

• Flying into a rage always results in unsafe landings. 

• Every live wire needs to keep an eye on his connections. 

• Those who are always exploding rarely end up being big shots. 

• Those folks who lose their heads are the last ones to find them. 

• We contribute to the world's pollution problem when we blow our stacks. 

 

• The trouble with letting off steam is that it only gets us into more hot water. 

 
Others find out what kind of minds  

we have, when we give them a piece of it. 

• Before giving someone a piece of your mind, just make sure you can get by with what's left. 
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• Striking while the iron is hot is good… striking while the head is hot -- is not. 

• One way to keep folks from jumping down your throat is to keep your mouth shut. 

MESSAGES FROM THE ‘BIG’ BOSS 

•  “The best boss is a self-boss.” 

• “You can if you will… you’ll be canned if you don’t.” 

• “Perform with an exclamation and you will never need an explanation.” 

• “If you are not fired with enthusiasm, you will be fired with ENTHUSIASM.” 

• “When you are on your toes, you don’t have to worry about me stepping on them.” 

• “Those of you around here who don’t need a boss are usually the ones I promote to be one.” 

“The more you boss yourself from within, the  
less you will need me to boss you from without.” 

• “Always speak well of the company... otherwise, folks will wonder why you work for such a bad 

company.” 

 

AROUND THE OFFICE 

• Keep in mind: Imperfection is one of the things we all have in common. 

• A committee is a group of people who keep minutes and waste hours. 

 

Business conventions are important  
because they demonstrate how many  

people a company can operate without. 

• Most committees are a collection of the least fit chosen from the unwilling by the incompetent 

to do the unnecessary. 

               Here are some “unusual” performance reviews: 

• “This employee should go far… and the sooner he gets started, the better.” 

• “This employee obviously got into the gene pool while the lifeguard was not watching.” 

•  “This employee sets low personal standards, and then consistently fails to reach any of them.” 
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• “We best let this employee go because we have been depriving a village somewhere of an 

idiot.” 

 

PAUSE FOR THE CAUSE 

• A key lesson to learn is when to let go. 

• We can’t hoot with the owls and expect to soar with the eagles.  

A vacation is what you take when you can 
                                                       no longer take what you have been taking. 

• Learn how to unwind so you will have something left when it is time to wind back up again. 

• We won’t have to worry about how tomorrow turns out if we pay close attention to when we 

turn in. 

 

THIS AND THAT 

• One good turn gets most of the blanket. 

• The most uncommon thing around is common sense. 

• Common sense is knowing how far to go in going far. 

• Remember: half the people you know are below average. 

• Every live wire needs to keep an eye on his connections. 

• No one ever says "It's only a game" when his team is winning.  

• Horse sense is knowing how to go far when you need to go far. 

• Always remember that anger is only one letter short of danger. 

• Life is about 10% of how you make it – and 90% of how you take it. 

• The more we ask how far we have to go… the longer the journey seems. 

• How long a minute is, depends on which side of the bathroom door you are on. 

We would all get further ahead in life if we 
would act on the advice that we give to others. 
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BURMA SHAVE SIGNS 
 
Some of you are old enough to remember the Burma Shave signs that lined our two lane roads 
prior to the interstate system. I fall into that category. I thought you might enjoy them, even if you 
were not around when the signs were so popular. 
 

A MAN, A MISS, 
A CAR A CURVE. 

HE KISSED THE MISS, 
AND MISSED THE CURVE. 

Burma Shave 
   

DON'T STICK YOUR ELBOW 
OUT SO FAR 

IT MAY GO HOME 
IN ANOTHER CAR. 

Burma Shave 
  

TRAINS DON'T WANDER 
ALL OVER THE MAP 

'CAUSE NOBODY SITS 
IN THE ENGINEER'S LAP. 

Burma Shave 
   

DON'T LOSE YOUR HEAD 
TO GAIN A MINUTE 

YOU NEED YOUR HEAD 
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT. 

Burma Shave  
 

DROVE TOO LONG 
DRIVER SNOOZING 

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT 
IS NOT AMUSING. 

Burma Shave 
  

BROTHER SPEEDER 
LET'S REHEARSE 
ALL TOGETHER 

GOOD MORNING, NURSE. 
Burma Shave 

  
CAUTIOUS RIDER 

TO HER RECKLESS DEAR 
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LET'S HAVE LESS BULL 
AND A LITTLE MORE STEER. 

Burma Shave 
  

SPEED WAS HIGH 
WEATHER WAS NOT 

TIRES WERE THIN 
X MARKS THE SPOT 

Burma Shave 
  

THE MIDNIGHT RIDE 
OF PAUL FOR BEER 
LED TO A WARMER 

HEMISPHERE. 
Burma Shave 

  
AROUND THE CURVE 

LICKETY-SPLIT 
BEAUTIFUL CAR 

WASN'T IT? 
Burma Shave  

 
NO MATTER THE PRICE 
NO MATTER HOW NEW 

THE BEST SAFETY DEVICE 
IN THE CAR IS YOU. 

Burma Shave 
  

A GUY WHO DRIVES 
A CAR WIDE OPEN 
IS NOT THINKIN' 

HE'S JUST HOPIN’ 
Burma Shave 

  
AT INTERSECTIONS 
LOOK EACH WAY 

A HARP SOUNDS NICE 
BUT IT'S HARD TO PLAY. 

Burma Shave 
  

BOTH HANDS ON THE WHEEL 
EYES ON THE ROAD 

THAT'S THE SKILLFUL 
DRIVER'S CODE. 
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Burma Shave 
  

THE ONE WHO DRIVES 
WHEN HE'S BEEN DRINKING 

DEPENDS ON YOU 
TO DO HIS THINKING. 

Burma Shave 
  

CAR IN DITCH 
DRIVER IN TREE 

THE MOON WAS FULL 
AND SO WAS HE. 

Burma Shave 
  

PASSING SCHOOL ZONE 
TAKE IT SLOW 

LET OUR LITTLE 
SHAVERS GROW. 

Burma Shave 
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SECTION 11.  FOOD FOR THE PSYCHE 

    
 JUST A TASTE-39    UP YOUR ATTITUDE-41 

BELIEF/EXPECT-41               CHANGE FOR BETTER-42 

CHARACTER/HONESTY-43              COMMUNICATION-44 

COURAGE-45                DECISIONS/HABITS-46 

DOING/ACTION-47                DIFFICULTIES-49 

FACTS OF LIFE-49    FAILFORWARD-51 

FAMILY MATTER-52               FOCUS-53 

FORGIVE/FORGET-5               FRIENDS-54 

GIVING/ GIFTS-55    GOALS/VISION-56… 

GROWTH/RESULTS-5   HAPPINESS-59 

CHANGES/ IMPROVEMENT-60  LEARN/KNOWLEDGE-62 

LIFE/LIVING-63                LITTLETHINGS-64 

MATURITY/BALANCE-   MISTAKES-67 

OPPORTUNITY-68…         PAST/ PRESENT/ FUTURE-68 

NO PAIN-NO GAIN-70   PLANNING/TIME-71 

PROBLEMS/CHALLENGES–72             OTHERS/RELATIONSHIPS-73… 

RESOURCES/ATTRIBUTES-74  RESPONSIBILITY-76… 

RISK/FEAR-76       TEAMWORK-77… 

THANKFULNESS-79       WINNING/SUCCESS-81 

 

 

JUST A TASTE 

• The person who is dishonest in little things can't be trusted to be honest in great things. 

 

• Don't try to be so much of everything that you are nothing of anything. 

 

• An instructor must know, and must know that she knows...then make it abundantly clear to 

those who must know what she knows. 

 

• Those who consider too much often perform too little. 

 

• Good judgment comes from bad experience, and most of that comes from bad judgment. 

 

• Thinking before doing always carries better for the future than doing before thinking. 
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• Wisdom is making the most of all that comes... the least of all that goes. 

 

• Saying "I don't know, but I know who does," is a sure sign of wisdom. 

 

• Nothing will wear you our quicker than hanging onto an incomplete task. 

 

• Maturity has more to do with what you have learned from your experiences and less to do 

with how many birthdays you've celebrated. 

 

• The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything; they just make the 

most of everything. 

 

• Beginning something is half the whole. 

 

• Saying "I don't know, but I know who does," is a sure sign of wisdom. 

 

• What we eat ultimately tells us what we are. 

 

• The best destination of all is forward. 

 

• Once you put your feet in the right place... then stand firm. 
 

• Nothing in the world is stronger than staying power. 
 

• Progress involves risk... for you can't steal second base with one foot on first base. 

 

• Real happiness is inexpensive... yet how dearly we pay for its counterfeit. 

 

• Enthusiasm defies the laws of mathematics.... the more you divide it, the more it multiplies. 

 

• One of the biggest hindrances to learning is what we think we know already. 

 

• The lack of an education is immensely expensive to two parties: the individual and the 

community in which he lives. 

 

• The time is always ripe to do right. 

 

• A great reputation is never built on what we are going to do. 
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UP YOUR ATTITUDE 
 

• What we believe to be so is so for us. 

 

• The sun shines best within us – not on us. 
 

• We are our attitudes and our attitudes are us. 

 

• Attitude and aptitude determines our altitude. 

 

• The key to success is the person in the mirror. 

 

• The attitudes we live by creates the kind of world we live in. 

• Pessimism is the triumph of mind over reality. 

 

• What you can do is limited by what you say you can’t do. 

 

• We either control our attitude or our attitude controls us. 

 

• The right train of thought stops only at limit’s best station. 
 

• You cannot think negative thoughts and expect positive answers. 

 

• You can say you ‘can' or 'can't'… either way your attitude will contribute to making it so. 
 

 

BELIEF/EXPECTATIONS 
 

• Expect the unexpected. 

 

• Inspect what you expect. 

 

• The key to doing is believing you can DO. 

 

• Expecting to succeed enhances the chances of success. 

 

• We cannot expect to get more than we expect. 
 

• Good things are more apt to happen when we expect them. 
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• Believe something is so before it becomes so, so that it will be so. 

 

• Participate mentally in the reality that something good will happen. 
 

• Expect the best from yourself and more often than not you will get it. 

 

• Negative thoughts will pop in your mind, but what we do with them is our choice. 

 

• Believing you can succeed, removes the threat of almost any challenge. 

 

• The better you feel about yourself the less you will think about yourself. 

 

• Expecting the best makes the waiting period between tasks a lot more pleasant. 

 

• Great things happen by getting into a pattern of believing great things will happen. 
 

• Expecting the best may not make a task easier, but it does mentally increase the 

possibility. 
 

 
 

CHANGING FOR THE BETTER 
 

• Good enough is not good enough if better is possible. 

 

• Be proactive from foresight… not reactive from crisis. 

 

• To change your life, change something you do everyday. 
 

• You cannot change others, you can only change yourself. 
 

• Be willing to do things wrong, in order to learn what is right. 

 

• To have it the way you want it, you have to give up the way it is. 

 

• Change is often painful, but not to change can be fatal to success. 
 

• Do what you have never done to have what you have never had. 

 

• Prefer conditions to be different – don’t expect them to be different. 

 

• Be willing to do things you dislike to bring about things you do like. 
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• If you put off change, the day will come when all that’s left is change. 

 

• To do what you always have done, won’t get what you have always gotten. 

 

• To experience something different, you have to be willing to do something different. 

 

• To make excuses for shortcomings, enhances the chances of keeping them. 
 
 

 

CHARACTER/HONESTY 

• Think right to stay right. 

• White lies lead to color blindness. 

• Integrity is the structure of the soul. 

•  Don’t pretend to be what you don’t intend to be. 

• Choose permanent gain over temporary success. 

• If you don't want anyone to know it -- don't do it. 

• Character is not created in a crisis… it is revealed. 

• Stand for something so you won’t fall for anything. 

• Trust your gut… that’s your best self talking to you. 

• When no on is watching, act like the whole world is. 

• Reputation opens the door… character keeps it open. 

• Doing the right thing is not always easy, but it is right. 

• To enjoy what you don’t have, first enjoy what you do have. 

• Character is much easier to keep than it is trying to recover. 

• Insure that in being with yourself, you are in good company. 

• A person without much principle rarely draws much interest. 

• Our word is the one thing that we can give away... and still keep. 
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• Stand firm on what is right, or you will easily fall for what is wrong. 

• To risk being honest with yourself becomes easier the more you risk. 

• Character is earned on stormy seas…not where there is clear sailing. 

• We cannot build the character of others by taking away their initiative. 

• Be honest with yourself… otherwise you will miss the best part of you. 

• Eventually, we will be recognized exactly for who we are… not who we appear to be. 

• There’s no wrong time to do a right thing... nor a right time to do a wrong thing. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

• To belittle is to be little. 

• Silence is sometimes the best answer. 

• You are what you tell yourself you are. 

• If something can go without saying it… let it. 

• We don’t have to explain something we don’t say. 

• To have a right to say something doesn’t mean it’s right. 

• Words have no meaning… people give meaning to words. 

• A word to the wise is not as good as a word from the wise. 

• We are best understood when we are as good as our word. 

• What we do speaks so loudly others can’t hear what we say. 

• What we say will never teach until we practice what we preach. 

• The words and actions of others can only affect us if we allow it. 

• It's not what is said, but what we think of what is said when it is said. 

• We cannot talk like a valley dweller and expect to be a mountain climber. 
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• Speak up words to yourself and everything you do will move in that direction. 

• Good listeners can have the greatest effect on others… because they have the most 

information. 

 

COURAGE 

• One person with courage makes a majority. 

• It takes courage to fit in.... and courage to step out. 

• It takes courage to give others a chance to lift you up.  

• It takes courage to act on what you learn from your mistakes. 

• It takes fortitude to be certain.... it takes courage to question. 

• It takes force to keep your guard up… and courage to take it down. 

• It takes intensity to stay the course... it takes courage to go on to what's next. 

• Courage is not needed to face the known… it is needed to face up to the unknown. 

• It takes power to do all that you can... it takes courage to ask others for help. 

• It takes strength to endure hardships... it takes courage to confront them head on. 

• It takes compassion to share someone's pain... it takes courage to deal with your own. 

• It takes might to lift others up... it take courage to give others a chance to lift you. 

• It takes courage to admit we were wrong... but that's one of the things courage is for, isn’t 

it? 
 

 

DECISIONS/HABITS 

• No answer is also an answer.  

• The best decision to make is to make one. 

• The worst decision is the one never make. 

• Those who consider too much perform too little. 
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• The future is made by the choices we make today. 

• To decide not to decide, means you have decided already. 

• Habits are either the best of servants or the worst of masters.  

• There is nothing more miserable than being habitual indecisiveness.  

• Winners don’t wait for chances to come to them… they go after them. 

• In the beginning we create our habits…and in the end our habits create us. 

• Bad habits are like a soft bed...easy to get into -- but very hard to get out of. 

• Those who are afraid of making mistakes end up working for those who are not. 

• To have what you have never had, you must decide to do something you have never done. 

• Today’s success was yesterday’s decision…tomorrow’s success is today’s decision. 

• Base your decisions on what you can live with today… not get away with tomorrow. 

• Don't fret over a setback... you should fret about the chances you miss when you don't even 

try. 

DOING/ACTION 

• Expend to expand. 

• Creeds need deeds. 

• "I can't" has no spiritual basis. 

• There are few loaves for the loafer. 

• Start from stratch and keep on stratching. 

• Bad things thrive when good people do nothing. 

• If you wait for the right time to act, you seldom will. 

• Thoughts that lead to no action is called dreaming. 

• Never put a limit on what you are capable of doing. 
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• Those who wait get what's left over by those who act. 

• “I hear.I forget… I see, I remember… I do, I understand.” 

• You will seldom have what you are unwilling to go after.  

• It takes as much energy to start as it does to keep going.  

• Do all that is expected of you…and then a little bit more. 

• The less you have to do, the less time found to do it  in. 

• The moving of mountains begins by removing small stones.  

• What is easy in the beginning is generally hard in the end.  

• Doing only counts when we are doing the right kind of doing.  

• Pass the day believing and acting as if it might be the last one. 

• The best way to make an easy job hard is to keep putting it off. 

• Doing our best is what we should expect from ourselves... always. 

• It is not what we know that counts, it's what we use when it counts. 

• When you are doing the things that count, you never stop to count them. 

• To get ahead do what you are capable of doing… not what you have to do. 

• Look at each task as if it where the first, and last time, it will ever be seem. 

• Wishes are fulfilled when we spend less time wishing and more time doing. 

• If you need to do something today don’t wait, for tomorrow might be too late. 

• To do things that will be remembered... don’t think about what's in it for you. 

• The only ideas that ever have a chance of working are the ones we put to work. 

• It’s not hard to act when we must… the key is acting when there’s nothing pushing us. 

• To always talk about doing your best next time, means the next time you are talking about 

never comes. 
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DIFFICULTIES/ADVERSITY 

• Every path has a few puddles. 

• Difficulties are meant to instruct, not to obstruct. 

• A pathway with no problems is headed nowhere. 

• The difficulties of life are designed to make us better. 

• Adversity has a way of revealing the real person within. 

• It is in the parched soil of adversity that we do our best growing. 

• We shouldn’t be upset by redirection because life is inherently disorderly. 

• Difficulties give us a chance to see just how much we are worth to ourselves. 

 

FACTS OF LIFE 

• Our biggest opponent is us. 

• The best boss is a self-boss. 

• Acceptable is average in disguise. 

• I Q is important… I WILL is crucial. 

• Money is a great servant… but a poor master. 

• We cannot help the poor by taking from the rich. 

• Without a beautiful heart, wealth is an ugly thing. 

• Most of the stuff people worry about never happens. 

• We will not remember days…we will remember moments. 

• No one can row the boat and rock it at the same time.  

• Nothing average ever stood as a monument to progress.  

• We cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.  
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• Follow your intuition – that’s your best self-talking to you. 

• Plaques on a wall will never make us quality human beings. 

• A great mistake is to sacrifice health for any other advantage.  

• It is not what we come through but what we come to that counts. 

• Leadership is measured by what your people do, not what you do. 

 

• We cannot establish sound security by spending more that we earn. 

 

• Average is to be the best of the worst and the worst of the best. 

• If you are afraid of messing up... at some point you will mess up. 

• Folks who don’t need a boss are usually the ones promoted to be one. 

• Saying "No" to unimportant things is like saying "Yes" to important things. 

• Worth is best measured by how much we would be worth if we lost everything. 

• We cannot be a winner if we adjust to average, our only hope is to avoid being a loser. 

• Be careful of what you cause, because you are the cause of mostly what happens to you. 

• The more you boss yourself from within, the less you will need to be bossed from without. 

• A success at anything is about a foot long -- roughly the distance from the head to the heart. 

 

FAIL FORWARD 

• Use reverses to more forward. 

• Defeat is bitter only if we swallow it. 

• When you lose, don’t lose the lesson. 

• A star shines the brightest in the dark. 

It doesn’t take any talent to be a quitter. 

• Mistakes are lessons…. not failure. 
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• If you don’ think about quitting – you won’t. 

You can never be a winner acting like a loser. 

• New beginnings can only come from old endings. 

• When things go wrong, don't go wrong with things. 

• Don’t act like you are defeated… defeat is certain then.  

• Our weak moments are only strong as our memories of them. 

• How we exit will be remembered longer than how we entered. 

• Our forgettery is just as important to success as is our memory. 

• The ability to win is only as grear as the ability to handle losing. 

• It takes power to endure failure… and guts to confront it head on. 

• Buried deep in every failure is God’s assurance of something better. 

• Every great improvement we make in life comes after we have failed. 

• To act like we are defeated before hand makes defeat almost a certainty. 

• We are remembered by the times we succeed, not by the times we failed. 

• Failure is based on the opinions of what others feel we should have done. 

• The best thing that should come from losing is the feeling we don't like it. 

• Don’t personalize a failure… the best policy is to 'separate you from what you do'. 

• Things work out for the best when we make the best of the way things work out. 
 

    Life is a very persistent learning laboratory…  
    it keeps repeating the same lesson until we learn it. 

• It’s amazing how there’s never enough time to do something right the first time, but there is 
always time to do it over. 

• Just think about how much trouble we might have spared ourselves if we could only have 
had our second thoughts... first. 
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• After we fail it’s not what has happened that is  our biggest concern, it’s what we 

think of what has happened. 

• We don’t fail if we get knocked down, but we do if don’t get back up –and work hard to 

stay up. 

 

FAMILY 

• It's okay to let your children see you cry. 

• Is your home on the rock or on the rocks? 

• The family that prays together stays together. 

• The family that talks together walks together. 

• The family that sings together clings together. 

• The family that hangs together sustains together. 

• The best thing to spend on your kids is your time. 

• Your presence often offers more healing than words. 

• A nation's strength is dependent on the integrity of its homes. 

• Nourish children along God’s path so he can help keep them away from ungodly ones. 

 
FOCUS 

• Focus on execution. 

• Those who lose focus – lose. 

• We become what we focus on. 

• What gets our attention gets us. 

• Focus on what is right… not who is right. 

• Focus on the "how to"...not on the results. 
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• Open your eyes so you can see out yonder. 

• Focus on the "how to" -- not on the outcome. 

• Always be where you are or wherever you are be there. 

• Whatever we focus on, that's where our hearts will be.  

• Focus on playing to win, not on playing to keep from losing.  

• Focus on what you should do, not on what you shouldn’t do. 

• Focus on how things can go right, not on how they can go wrong. 

• View each task as if it were the first – and last – time you will ever see it. 

• Focus on what you are doing, not what on others are doing or not doing. 

• Focus on each situation as it comes up, then no situation will carry more weight than the 

next. 

 

FORGIVE/FORGET 

• To get we sometimes have to for get. 

• To receive we occasionally have to for give. 

• Forgiveness eliminates the desire to punish. 

• Forgiveness changes the past and brightens the future as well. 

• Forgiveness is to taste one of the most delightful enjoyments of life. 

• Those who say they can forgive, but cannot forget – rarely do either. 

• God’s forgiveness does not flow to us until it flows through us to others. 

 

FRIENDS 

• An understanding heart has many friends. 
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• Be God’s gift to someone who needs a friend. 

• A friend will strive to bring out the best in you. 

• A friend looks at your faults with their eyes shut. 

• A friend will not create a need on your part to be on guard.  

• A friend steps in to hold you up when you are going down.  

• A friend appreciates when you may be less than your best self. 

• A friend will leave a footprint on your heart while they are there. 

• A friend will let you breathe easy -- your deepest secrets are safe.  

• A true friend reaches out for a hand and instead touches a heart. 

• The first step toward a great friendship is the willingness to listen. 

• We don't have to change friends, if we understand that friends change. 

• With a friend you can say what you think, so long as it is genuinely you.  

• You can bear your soul and a friend still desires to be around you anyway. 

• A friendship will not continue to the end which is begun for an end. 

• Prosperity attracts many friends…  adversity tells us who the real ones are. 

• Sometimes all someone needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand. 

• A friend will ask you only to be what you really are - nothing more… nothing less. 

• Be more concerned with what you bring to a     friendship… not what you take from it. 

• With a real friend you can do anything, everything or nothing, and still have a great time. 

 

GIVING/GIFTS 

• To get… learn to give. 

• The best kind of Christmas giving is Christmas living.  
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• The way we give is more important than what we give.  

• We live by what we get… we make a life by what we give. 

• A  good example is the most valuable gift we can give to someone. 

• We can give without loving, but we cannot love without giving. 

• To give hoping to receive, is not really giving – it is bargaining. 

• We will get more than we give, when we give more than we get. 

• We do not lose ourselves by giving to others, we find ourselves. 

• Give away what you cannot keep to gain what you cannot lose. 

• A nice gift is to give someone something to feel important about. 

• We reap more than we sow when we try to sow more than we reap. 

• We have not given until we give away something we think we really need. 

• The more we count our blessings, the less we will crave things we don’t have. 

• Don’t complain when you don't get what you want...be thankful you got what you got. 

• Don’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands -- throw something back 

occasionally. 

• What you keep for yourself, you will eventually lose… but what you give away, you can 

keep -- forever. 

 

GOALS/VISION 

• To get there, start here. 

• A beaten path is headed nowhere. 

• We can never rise above our vision. 

• If you aim at nothing, you are sure to hit it. 

• Sight with little vision won’t get you too far. 
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• Be willing to go where you have never been. 

• A goal fully achieve defines your limitations. 

• We are never limited by ability, only by vision. 

• When we act on our goals, our goals will act on us. 

• We will never have what we are unwilling to go after. 

• To get anywhere, start somewhere… right now. 

• To get where you want to be, first know where you are.  

• Ask God for directions -- His vision is broader than yours.  

• Vision is the art of seeing things invisible to the naked eye. 

• To see more is to expand the possibilities of becoming more. 

• Set the kind of goals that will make something special of you. 

• To reach for tomorrow, know what ground you stand on today. 

• If we don’t know where we are going, we are bound to get there. 

• Work harder on improving yourself than on anything else you do.  

• To grow beyond what we are, we must decide what we want to be. 

• The best way to never be disappointed is to never expect anything. 

• Don't try to get ahead of others, just stay ahead of your former self. 

• With a clear set of achievable goals, vision will always have direction. 

• Written goals are a tangible sign of a promise that you intend to keep. 

• Traveling a successful road is a matter of choice... not a matter of chance. 

• Goals just out of reach are a better motivator than those clear out of sight. 

• To know where we are gives us a better chance of knowing where we want to go. 

• Know where you are going so you don’t end up some place you don't want to be. 



56 

 

GROWTH/RESULTS 

• Excellence is good enough. 

• Results is your greatest asset. 

• It takes time to grow greatness. 

• Start where you are and grow from there. 

• We have been created to ascend -- not descend. 

• We either progress or regress… we don’t stand still. 

• Develop a reputation for getting things done correctly. 

• Always leave things a little better than you found them. 

• Sometimes when we don’t get what we want can be a real stroke of luck. 

• Perform in such a way that you can look proudly at yourself in the mirror. 

• To achieve today is no less difficult than what it took to achieve yesterday. 

• To reach new heights put you in the best position yet -- to reach even higher. 

• Perform with an exclamation, then you will have no need for an explanation. 

• Greatest obstacle to growth is not opportunity.... but doubt in one's own ability.  

• Listen to the part of you that knows no boundaries as you travel your path of dreams. 

• There’s a big difference between doing something...and getting something done. 

• Growth takes place in the parched soil of adversity, not the rich soil of prosperity. 

 

HAPPINESS/JOY 

• Happiness is an inside job. 

• Happiness multiplies when divided. 

• Happiness urgently sought, is rarely found. 
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• Happiness is present tense… not future tense. 

• Number one on the list of joy robbers is self-pity. 

• Joy is never external… it is purely an inside job. 

• Enjoy where you are on the way to where you are going. 

• When you harbor bitterness, happiness will a way of docking elsewhere. 

• Happiness depends more on what we are than what we have. 

• Happiness is not something we find, it’s something we create. 

• Happiness is the result of active pursuit rather than leisurely pleasure. 

• Happiness is found the size of our gifts, not the size of our possessions. 

• Others do not make a happy life for us… only we can do that for ourselves. 

• Happiness is the feeling we have that the feeling we have is the right feeling 

• One of the chief sources of unhappiness is the continual search for happiness. 

• On the road to happiness, the things we would pay top dollar for, costs nothing. 

• Happiness does not come from direct pursuit -- it is a by-product of the journey. 

• Something to love, to enjoy doing, to look forward to, are essentials of happiness. 

• The things we would pay the highest price for to acquire happiness - cost nothing. 

• Don't spend all your time preparing for rainy days that you fail to enjoy the sunshine. 

 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 

• The biggest room is the room for improvement. 

• Never stop looking for ways to be more effective. 

• Always search for how things can be done better. 

• It takes strength to be certain… and nerve to question. 
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• No experience is wasted providing it is a learning experience.  

• Part of improving what we do is trying things we haven’t tried. 

• It takes years of quality effort to become an overnight sensation. 

• Keep your mind open and receptive to new ways of doing things. 

• Work harder on improving yourself than on anything else you do. 

• The best way to make the world a better place is to improve yourself. 

• An understanding heart has many friends. 

• The more we argue for our limitations, the longer we get to keep them. 

• What got you to where you are won’t be good enough to keep you there. 

• A limit on how much we can improve limits how much we will achieve. 

• We must understand how to perform the new before we can undo the old. 

• Nothing fails like success if it keeps us from finding better ways of doing things. 

• The longer we put off improving, the longer it will take when we get around to it. 

• Every time we let go of something that limits us, we create room for improvement. 

• Doing things doesn’t make us better… improving the things we do makes us better. 

• The more committed we are to improvement, the less difficult improvement becomes. 

• Don’t get in the rut of tearing something down without any idea of how to build it up. 

• It takes a minimum of 21 days to feel at ease in executing a new skill… so stay with it. 

• Whatever got us to where we are today won't be good enough to keep us there tomorrow. 

 

KNOWLEDGE/LEARNING 

• Nix the quick fix. 

• More is caught than taught. 
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• Correction leads to direction. 

• Ignorance is not bliss.... it's dumb. 

• Be up on what you should be up on. 

• Success forms around preparation. 

• Education is not expensive... ignorance is. 

• The better you prepare, the luckier you get. 

• Base decisions on knowledge – not on hunches. 

• Keep your eye on those who are good at what you do. 

• Knowledge and skills know no age… they never grow old.  

• Part of learning what we like is trying things we don't like. 

• Look ahead and prepare out does to look back and despair.  

• Example is a great teacher, providing you are a great student.  

• Learning is an all-the-time thing, not a some-of-the-time thing. 

• What we say will never teach until we practice what we preach. 

• Fear is not bred of ignorance… it is the child of half-knowledge. 

• Seek the advice you need, not the advice you would like to have. 

• When we are unprepared, we are no better now than we used to be. 

• The object of education is to learn how to keep learning for a lifetime. 

• It is smart to admit when you are not smart when you need to be smart. 

• Preparation will be the difference between your present and your future. 

• Be willing to attach yourself to someone who knows what you need to know. 

• The real purpose of learning is not knowing… but using what we know. 

• An education is twofold: it moves you forward and provides something to fall back on. 
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• Don’t upset the things you do good when working on the things you do poorly. 

• Learning has nothing to do with age – it has everything to do with point of view. 

• To help others permanently, teach them to do what they should do for themselves. 

• Education gives us more tools for appreciating life and more choices for enjoying it.\ 

• Learn from the mistakes of others... life is not long enough to make them all yourself. 

• Keep learning… you will never know all you need to know about what you must know. 

 

LIFE/LIVING 

• Living is ahead… not behind. 

• The life we live is the gospel we preach. 

• Be a thermostat rather than a thermometer. 

• Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift. 

• Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 

• A good life depends on breadth -- not length. 

• It takes strength to survive… and bravery to live. 

• Life is understood backwards… but lived forward. 

• It takes strength to survive... it takes courage to live. 

• Life is neither a spectator sport nor a dress rehearsal. 

• When no one is watching, live as if the whole world is.  

• Live and help live, not live and let live is the best policy.  

• Some people are so afraid to live that they never begin to live. 

• Those who understand the value of living... tend to do good at it. 

• The only thing that truly counts on our gravestone is the dash. 
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• Making all the years count is better than counting all the years. 

• The actions of others can impact your lives only by your permission. 

• Giving all you can to life outdoes trying to get all you can from life. 

• Choose to live this moment as if it is both your first… and your last. 

• The actions of others can impact your life only by your permission. 

• Slow down and enjoy life, otherwise you will miss the best part of it. 

• We have been given life to enjoy things, not given things to enjoy life. 

• Keep an eye on your standard of life as well as your standard of living. 

• Comparing your life with others.... does nothing to make yours better. 

• Don't be so busy making a living that you fail to make life worth living. 

• We may never be called to die for our country, but we are called to live for it. 

• Live each moment as it appears and you will always be young as the present. 

• Life is a lasting learning laboratory… it keeps repeating the same lesson until we learn it. 

 

LITTLE THINGS 
 

• Attention to little things is no little thing. 

• We are only as big as the little things we let throw us. 

• Big opportunities come when we make the most of the little ones. 

• To rise to the top, we have to take care of things at the bottom. 

• Don’t ever be too big to do the little things that will make you big. 

 

Being too big for a small job has a way 

of leading to being too small for a big job. 

• Everything big starts little. 
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• Success happens one little thing at a time. 

• To be big do the little things that make you big. 

• You will only be as big as the little things you let throw you. 

• The moving of mountains begins by removing small stones. 

• To rise to the top, we have to take care of things at the bottom. 

• Doing little things well is a step toward doing big things better. 

• In your daily activities, attention to little things is no little thing. 

Don’t ever be too big to do the 
little things that will make you big. 

• Big opportunities come when you make the most of the little ones. 

• Winners are big because they don't let the little things throw them. 

• Winners do the little things that losers would not think worth doing. 

• To be too big for a small job has a way of leading to being too small for a big job. 

• Progress is built on doing the little things we have spent little time doing before. 

• In anything the little difference that makes the big difference are the little things. 

• Enjoy little things -- one day you may look back and realize they were big things. 

• Big performances come from the little performances we keep on doing... better and better. 

 
MATURITY/BALANCE 

• Look before you leap. 

• What we don’t use… we lose. 

Make the best of less than the best. 

• Dependability is the mark of maturity. 

• The body was made to use... not abuse. 
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• Think first, not last, when the heat is on. 

• A clenched fist affects the ability to think. 

• Never remain where you do not feel valued. 

• Refused to be bitter when you are wronged. 

• Even when we have pains, we don’t have to be one. 

• A look at those we associate with is a look at our future. 

• A tired body takes a positive attitude and desire to win with it. 

 

• The time to relax is when we don’t think we have time to relax. 

• Condemnation without investigation is the height of ignorance. 

• You can’t hoot with the owls and expect to soar with the eagles. 

• Work harder on improving yourself than on anything else you do. 

• The actions of others can impact our lives only by our permission. 

• Those who are always looking for fault, seldom find anything else. 

• We will eventually be recognized for who we are – not who appear to be. 

• To be emotional or cut a corner during a crisis are both shortcuts to failure. 

To do things that will be remembered... 
don't think about what's in it for you. 

 

• To admit we were wrong is a sign of strength -- not a confession of weakness. 

• It takes strength to share someone’s pain…and courage to deal with your own.  

• Rarely are there uncontrollable situations… we do make a difference in the outcome. 

• Learn to wind down so you have something left when it is time to wind back up again. 

• To admit we were wrong will get us a lot further in life than trying to prove we were right. 

There is no such thing as a pressure situation…  
only situations where we succumb to pressure. 
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MISTEAKS 

• Part of the cure is the desire to be cured. 

•  A mistake does not define us... the next attempt does. 

 

• Don’t dwell on your mistakes… build on them. 

• The quicker we correct a mistake, the less costly it will be. 

• No one is rich enough to buy back the mistakes of the past. 

• If we fail to make mistakes, we will seldom make anything else. 

• Mistakes are part of the price we pay for living in an imperfect world. 

• An error is a reason for growth, not an excuse for quitting. 

• Being willing to do things wrong offers an opportunity to learn what is right. 

• To never admit making mistakes enhances the chances of making them again. 

The problem with learning from others’  
mistakes is that somebody has to be the others. 

• To admit you made a mistake is a sign of strength, not a display of weakness. 

• Learn from the mistakes of others… life’s not long enough to make them all yourself. 

• It takes strength to learn from our mistakes… and guts to act on what we have learned. 

 

            An eraser is not for those who make mistakes... 
             it is for those willing to correct their mistakes. 

 
 

 

LAND OF OPPORTUNITY 

• Measure the treasure of today’s opportunities. 

• Right in the middle of every problem is an opportunity. 

• An opportunity is one of the few things that is a sure thing.  

• If you look at a problem as an opportunity, you have an opportunity. 
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• The greatest reward for achievement is the opportunity to achieve more. 

• Opportunities are never loss… someone will grasp the ones we miss. 

• When opportunity knocks, answer the door…If opportunity fails to knock, build a door. 

• When opportunity knocks don’t object to the noise. 

• Opportunity may only knock once...but trouble tends to lean on the door bell. 

• Opportunities are only present when we are looking forward… not backwards. 

• To get ahead we should jump at opportunities as quickly as we jump to conclusions. 

• On the other side of every problem is a great motivator called OPPORTUNITY. 

• An opportunity may fall into our hands, if our hands are where opportunity falls.  

 

        Always be thankful for the door of opportunity, 
      and never forget those who have oiled the hinges. 

 

• Big opportunities come our way when we make the most of the little ones. 

• On the other side of every problem is a great motivator called OPPORTUNITY. 

• A lifetime opportunity must be experienced in the lifetime of the opportunity. 

• Opportunities are only present when we are looking forward… not backwards. 

• Opportunity rarely has its value stamped on it... value depends on what's made of it.  

• Never look for an opportunity too soon, for you will never know when it will be too late. 

 

 

PAST/PRESENT/FUTURE 

• Let the past… pass. 

• Never let yesterday use up today. 

• Slow down and taste the present. 

• Your future begins where you are today. 
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• The past cannot be changed… how we react to it can be.  

• Good planning is done from the future back to the present.  

• Do your best today and you will have a leg up on tomorrow.  

• Act like a success today if you hope to become one tomorrow. 

• To reach for tomorrow, know what ground you stand on today. 

• The most difficult thing to do today is an unfinished yesterday. 

• A procrastinator has the great ability to keep up with yesterday. 

• Tomorrow’s reality is found in how we discipline ourselves today. 

• Doing today’s duties today makes doing tomorrow’s duties easier. 

• When we make peace with the past it improves what we do in the present. 

• Today will be yesterday tomorrow unless we do what we have to do today. 

• Carrying yesterday's regrets and tomorrow's doubts weighs on today’s load. 

• The future becomes a grim reminder of the present when we live in the past. 

• Don’t ever be threatened by the future, for the future is bright as we make it. 

• When tomorrow comes don't wish you had done what you are not doing today. 

• Don’t concern yourself about tomorrow today until today becomes tomorrow. 

• The past is a lifeless thing that burdens any momentum toward a better tomorrow. 

• We cannot respond in the past -- we can't go back and live our yesterdays over again. 

• The ability to forget yesterday doesn’t change the past, but it does brighten the future. 

• When we talk about doing something tomorrow, we probably did the same thing yesterday. 

• Do your best with conditions as they are, for there’s no assurance they will be better 

tomorrow. 

• To get a leg up on tomorrow, it is important that you do your best where you are right now. 



67 

 

NO PAIN… NO GAIN 

• Persistence wears on resistance. 

• Trying times are a time to triumph. 

• To gain you must go through the pain. 

• Persistence prevails when all else fails. 

• A star shines the brightest in the darkness. 

• Tough opposition brings out true potential. 

• If you don't think about quitting, you rarely will. 

• It doesn't take any talent or ability to be a quitter. 

• When at the end of your rope, tie a knot and hold on. 

Don’t wait for the storm to pass 
… learn to dance in the rain. 

• The seeds of greatness flows out of facing up to tough opposition. 

• Hurdles along the road to success are guideposts, not stop signs. 

• It’s not the size of the dog in the fight, but the size of the fight in the dog. 

• It takes courage to stay the course… and audacity to go on to what’s next. 

• To hang in there when we want to quit, bridges the gap from good to great. 

Obstacles are checkpoints to see if we 
want to succeed or just say that we do. 

 

• It is during tough times that we see just how much we are worth to ourselves. 

• How high we climb is measured by how much opposition it takes before we quit. 

• The more we hope to achieve, the more resistance we must be prepared to overcome. 

• Something outside of us can stop us temporarily, but only we can do it permanently. 

• The moment we search for an excuse is the moment we limit our possibilities for success. 
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• Nobody would have crossed the ocean if they could have gotten off the boat during a storm. 

    THE WINNERS PRAYER: “Lord, please remind me  
    that winners don’t quit, and quitters don’t win.” 

 
 

PLAN FOR SOMEDAY… TODAY 

• Here are the options: plan and prepare or redo and repair.  

• The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow. 

When you are thirsty, it is too late 
to think about digging a well. 

• Most of us have so many irons in the fire that we can’t keep any of them hot. 

• We all intend to accomplish something worthwhile… just as soon as we find the time. 

 

To end up on the seat of your pants, 
always do things by the seat of your pants. 

• The important things in life are seldom urgent… and the urgent things are seldom important. 

• When we are unprepared, things we hope won’t happen, happen more often than the things we 

hope will happen. 

 

• Plan for someday… now. 

• Reach beyond your grasp. 

   We always have time for what we put in first place. 

• A sure way to stay down is not know what we are up to.  

• We never know how much time is worth until it is gone.  

• Good planning is done from the future back to the present. 

• Your plans must allow you to adapt flexibly as conditions change. 

• One minute of planning saves three minutes of work or re-planning. 

• Manage your time well or you will soon have nothing else to manage. 
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• The first step in managing time effectively is to set clearly defined goals. 

• Know what you need to do to keep from doing things you don't need to do. 

• Time to reflect allows us to separate the important things from the less important. 

• Time is like talent… we can't create more, just make the best use of what we have. 

• Stay with your plans when knocked off course... for life is filled with disorderly events. 

  Unless we have plans to be better than we are,  
  we are about as good as we are going to get. 

 

• The only time you ought to be looking backwards is when you are deciding how to move 

forward. 

• Time is the one resource distributed equally to everyone – but nothing is more unequal in its 

usage. 

• Don’t spend so much time making great plans for rainy days that you fail to enjoy today’s 

sunshine. 

We cannot make a brand new beginning… but we can  
start where we are and make a brand new ending. 

 

PROBLEMS/CHALLENGES 

• Problems are just opportunities in disguise. 

• Little problems left alone don't remain little. 

• Lasting problems only appear to be everlasting. 

• Escapism doesn't solve problems, it escalates them. 

• Problems are the soil in which we do our best growing. 

• If you look at a problem as a problem you have a problem. 

• The best way to put your problems behind you is to face them. 

• How we approach a problem is more important than the solution. 

• The best way to forget your problems is to help others solve theirs. 
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• When something bad happens, don’t assume something bad is likely to follow. 

• When we try to avoid problems, we also avoid the opportunities that afford us  a chance to 

grow. 

• The size of a problem is about the same size as our attitude toward the problem. 

 

RELATIONSHIPS 

• Nice breaks the ice. 

• Those who serve, deserve. 

• Unkind is the wrong kind. 

• The Golden Rule… rules. 

• Praise improves the ability to hear. 

• Those who understand stand under. 

• Make your presence a present to others. 

• Treat others as is they are what they ought to be. 

• You cannot lift yourself up by putting others down.  

• You only make others better by being good yourself. 

• Someone can go a long way on a single compliment. 

• Associate with those who increase you… not decrease you. 

• Treat others as you would like to be treated – only you do it first. 

• Hang out with those who are the kind of person you desire to be. 

• Use your time to build yourself up, not try to tear someone else down. 

• When we look for the good in others, we find the best in ourselves. 

• You won't ever be better by trying to make someone else look worse. 

• We cannot be looked up to if all we are doing is running others down. 
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• The better you treat yourself, the better you will be treated by others. 

• What we say is soon forgotten, but the way we make others feel isn’t. 

• Folks become better because they are encouraged to be, not nagged to be. 

• If you find fault with all you see, stop and ask yourself, "What's wrong with me?" 

• You get better by the company you keep…and the company you keep out of, too. 

 

RESOURCES/ATTRIBUTES 

• Patience is worth its wait in gold. 

• Those with tact have less to retract. 

Patience is what we do in the meantime. 

• Your most important task is your next one. 

• When you divide enthusiasm, it multiplies. 

• Luck rarely comes to those who depend on it 

Commitment is about choices, not conditions. 

• The greatest ability in a pinch is dependability. 

• Your physical exterior affects your mental interior. 

• Those who depend on luck for success rarely have any. 

• Impatience sits right at the core of our biggest mistakes. 

• Work is not only a way to make a living, it is a way of life.  

• Passion stands for PASS–I-ON. Is your passion worthy of passing on? 

• Our most valuable resources are those which when shared… multiply. 

• Desire will carry us beyond the obstacles that we first thought were vast. 

• The best wisdom keeps us from getting into situations where we need wisdom. 
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• Strength is displayed in what we stand for…weakness in what we fall for. 

• Enthusiasm is not only personal, it is a community matter –for it not only affects you, it 

affects others, as well. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

• Nothing works unless you do. 

•  Do all that is expected of you…then a little bit more. 

• To get ahead do all that is ask of you…and then some. 

• A committed you never asks: “What am I going to do?” 

• We are responsible for what we do, no matter how we feel. 

 

RISK/FEAR 

• Don’t be afraid to be afraid. 

• Be unafraid… but not foolish. 

• What is easy rarely has value. 

• What is easy to do is easy not to do. 

• If it is worth doing, it worth risk doing. 

• If you are going to miss, make it a big miss. 

• We quit growing when all we exercise is caution. 

• If you make no mistakes, you make little else. 

• The best way to succeed is not to be afraid to fail. 

• Stand up to be counted when the counting counts. 

• Listen to the best part of you that knows no limits. 

• Triumph is nothing more than to TRY with UMPH. 
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• Anything worthwhile in life will at first be difficult. 

• The fears hardest to bear are those which never come. 

• The smallest deed is better than the grandest intention.  

• The biggest danger in life is taking too many precautions.  

• To be afraid of failing at a task shifts the odds in favor of failing. 

• The most successful way to be a failure is to never take a chance. 

• To fear things is to open the door for the things you fear to happen. 

• What you might consider to be no chance could be your only chance. 

• Fight through your fears to know how great it is to live without them. 

• Those afraid of making mistakes end up working for those who are not. 

• If we are not big enough to fail, we will rarely be big enough to succeed. 

• It is not enough to see the possibility… you must become the possibility. 

• Every opportunity to fear is also an opportunity to know something better. 

• Willingness to accept the risk of failure puts the odds of succeeding in your favor. 

• To try and fail doesn’t create our biggest regret… it’s what we fail to attempt at all. 

• Don’t think about failure… think about the chances you miss when you don’t try. 

• Your success level is measured by how much opposition it takes before you give up. 

 

TEAM WORK 

• Try we instead of me. 

• Never try to succeed alone. 

Working together… works. 

• We always get more done me.  
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• None of us is as good as all of us. 

Teamwork is less ego and more we go. 

• To be on a great team, be a great teammate. 

• A team effort depends on pushing up, not pulling down.  

• The main ingredient in being a star is the rest of the team. 

• Team has no meaning except the meaning given by each member. 

You do not lose yourself by being  
a team player, you find yourself. 

• Example is the best language your teammates will ever understand. 

• The strength you give to your teammates will there when you need it. 

• When a team thinks alike, there is always more doing and less thinking. 

• Never ask any more of a teammate than you are willing to give of yourself. 

• The more the team achieves, the less concern there should be about who gets the credit. 

• There is no limit to the good we can do, if we don’t care who gets the credit. 

• Challenges become opportunities when everyone pulls in the same direction. 

• TEAM is the coming together of individuals who work toward a common vision. 

• Teams with the best team players’ wins more than the team with the best players. 

 

THANKFULNESS 

• An attitude of gratitude improves our altitude. 

• What we fail to appreciate will eventually disappear. 

• To fret over what we don’t have, diminishes what we do have. 

• Be thankful for what you have…then set out to make it better. 
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• Contentment is wanting what we have, not having what we want. 

• Misery comes from putting too much emphasis on what we don’t have. 

• Being thankful should be more a function of the heart than of the wallet. 

• When you more you count your blessings, the less you will crave something else. 

• The richest are not those who have the most, but those who need the least. 

 

WINNING/SUCCESS 

• Winning comes packed in "cans." 

• Success is a direction, not a place. 

• Winning is first conceived in our imagination. 

• Success is rarely final nor failure seldom fatal. 

• Choose permanent gain over temporary success. 

• The road to success is always under construction. 

• The road to success is a direction…not a destination. 

• True success is held in your heart, not in your hands. 

• The secret to winning is found inward -- not outward. 

Success is not found, it is created -- one task at a time. 

• Thinking you can’t win, leads to an excuse why you didn’t.  

• If winning was not important, there would be no blue ribbons.  

• Success is to be enjoyed along the journey, not at the end of the trip. 

• The best part of winning is what we get from it… not what we get for it. 

• Success depends more on what you become than on what you acquire. 

• Winning is as much about attitude and heart as it is about talent and skills. 
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III.  FOR YOUR  POCKETBOOK… 
 

The purpose of a budget is to 

help us to live below our yearnings. 

 

********** 

 

Debt is the condition created when 

our yearnings exceed our earnings. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A lot of us itch for more than 

 we are willing to scratch for. 

 

********** 

 

The best way to have more of what 

we want is to start from scratch 

…. then keep on scratching. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Money is important if for no  

other reason than it keeps us  

in touch with our children. 

 

********** 

Knowledge and money are closely 

aligned... the less we talk about each -- 

the more folks think we have. 

 

A major factor in developing a 

big debt load is... the Joneses. 

 

********** 
 

Most of us have to run wide open 

just stay even... because the Joneses 

are buying what we really can’t afford. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The upkeep for too many of  

us is leading to our downfall. 
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********** 

 

Our upkeep leads to our 

downfall when our out-go 

exceeds our in-flow. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The most difficult kind of  

money for most of us to get 

 our hands on is enough. 

 

*********** 

 

One of the hardest jobs for a  

lot of folks is keeping up with  

the easy payments. 

 

Most of us would prefer to pay 

as we go, if we could only 

catch up on where we have been. 

 

*********** 

 

About time we think we  

can make both ends meet...  

someone moves the ends. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

One common way a lot of folks get  

into a financial bind is by spending  

what others think that they make. 

 

*********** 

 

Then there are those folks who have to  

run wide open just to stay even..... 

because their friends are buying 

what they  really can't afford. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Some folks spend money that they don't have..... 

to buy things that they don't need..... to 

impress others that they really don't care for. 
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*********** 

 

Closely akin  to those folks are the  

ones who don't know what they want 

.....and are killing themselves to get it. 

 
The purpose for our establishing  

a budget is to help us to live 

below our yearnings. 

 

*********** 

 

It helps to understand that debt 

is the condition created when our 

yearnings exceed our earnings. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Enough is usually a little 

more than we possess. 

 

********** 

 

Most of us would be satisfied with 

enough if others didn’t have more. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

When you give others a free hand... 

it will probably end up in your pocket. 

 

*********** 

 

When you think you have others 

eating out of your hand... 

you had better count your fingers. 

 

*********** 

 

Money may not buy happiness... 

but it buys the kind of misery 

that most folks seem to enjoy. 

 

*********** 

Money does not bring happiness... 

but it does tend to calm the nerves. 
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The best way to keep from 

losing your shirt is to roll up 

your sleeves and go to work. 

 

*********** 

 

Sometimes your wisest financial  

decision is to tighten your belt  

rather than risk losing your pants. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Money may still talk, but a dollar 

this day-and-age rarely has enough  

cents to say anything worthwhile. 

 

************ 

 

It will serve all of us well to strive  

to have more sense than money. 

 

Good times are the periods in  

which we create the debts that 

 we can’t pay off in bad times. 

 

*********** 

 

Life for too many folks is in the 

cards… their credit cards!! 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A sure way to improve your memory 

Is to lend someone money. 

 

*********** 

 

Before borrowing money from a friend, 

 it’s best to decide which you want most. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A fair weather friend is one who is 

always around when he needs a buck. 
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************ 
 

Borrow money from a pessimist…because  

that person doesn’texpect to be paid back. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

If money is all we want from our  

jobs, money is all that we will get. 

 

************* 

 

Those folks who get financially ahead the fastest 

do less scheming to get by without working… 

and more work to get by without scheming. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

One of the quickest ways to go broke 

is to sit around waiting for a break. 

 

********** 

 

To hear money jingle in our  

pockets, we must shake a leg. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The reason financial experts suggests 

we not put all our eggs in one basket... 

is because someone might drop it. 

 

********** 

  

The best gift for a person who has 

everything is a burglar alarm. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A budget is a formula for 

determining that you need a raise. 
 

*********** 
 

Figuring a budget for most folks 

 is easy: they just take their  

income and add ten percent. 
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A budget is what you stay within 

when you decide to go without. 

 

*********** 

 

If you live on a budget, you will know  

exactly how you are wasting your money. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The world is full of willing people… 

some of them are willing to work,  

and others are willing to let them. 

*********** 
  

Financial success comes dressed in the 

most fashionable attire – work clothes. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Debt is a lot easier to get into 

than it is to get out of. 

 

*********** 

 

It’s not hard to meet expenses – 

they are everywhere. 

 

A smart move is to never bite the 

hand that has your paycheck in it. 

 

*********** 

 

When our bills make us go psycho, 

we begin to hear invoices. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

If you got everything you wanted, 

where would you put it? 

 

*********** 

 

Have you ever seen a hearst 

with a luggage rack on it? 
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Two can live as cheaply as one… 

if both are on a diet. 

 

*********** 

 

Be careful if you live in the lap of 

luxury, because luxury might stand up. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

I came into this world with nothing... and  

I have been able to hold on to most of it. 

*********** 

 

We all came into this world with nothing… which 

means we have to make something out of nothing. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

An old adage says, "Money talks;" but in this day and age, a dollar  

doesn't have enough cents to say very much that is worthwhile. 

 

*************** 

 

It will serve all of us well to always strive  

to have more sense than dollars. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

One reason some folks go broke is because  

they sit around waiting for a break. 

 

*************** 

 

Anytime you want to hear money jingle in  

your pocket.... you must shake a leg. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The Golden Rule for a lot of folks is 

 “those who have the gold... rule.” 

 

*********** 
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When we put our trust in money,  

down we go... when we put our  

money in trust, up we grow. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Beware of those who offer you 

pie-in-the-sky... what they are 

probably after is your dough. 

 

************ 

If someone offers you the best of life 

 on a silver platter -- ask for the platter. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

I  want “the buck to stop here”...I can always use a few. 

 

************ 

 

It is called “cold cash” because it is never 

 in your pocket long enough to get warm. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Live beneath your means 

and within your seams. 

 

************* 

 

Money spent on the brain 

is money never spent in vain. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

If you lend money to a friend, two things are 

bound to happen: you either lose the money, 

or lose a friend and gain an enemy. 

 

************** 

 

If you must borrow money, always try to borrow 

 it from a pessimist… he will never expect to get it back. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
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America is still the land of opportunity… 

everybody can become a taxpayer. 

 

*************** 

 

Congress passes bills…. 

And the taxpayers pay them. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The IRS is the cleaners where your shirt is kept. 

 

**************** 

 

Filling out your income tax return is like Russian roulette…  

you never know which blank will do you in. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Some people think they are worth a lot  

simply because they have money. 

 

**************** 

 

Money is like promises… 

easier made than kept. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

It is hard to work for money we have already 

spent for something we really didn’t need. 

 

****************** 

 

There are many things in life that money just 

can’t buy… and one of them is what it used to. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Mankind is the only creature who, when 

he has all the money he needs, wants more. 

 

**************** 

 

It is often easier to get what we  

want than to enjoy it after we have it. 
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The love of money seems to be the root of at  

least half of the evil in the world, but the lack of  

money seems to contribute to the other half. 

 

**************** 
 

There are many things that are more important than 

 money... but unfortunately, most folks tend to forget that. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

One of the most difficult things about  

starting from scratch is getting the stratch. 

 

***************** 

 

If we think nobody cares if we are alive, all  

we have to do is miss a couple of car notes. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The trouble with the stock market is that when we are rich, 

 it is on paper… but when we are broke, it is in cash. 

 

***************** 
 

A racetrack is about the only place 

where the windows clean people. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

While money can't buy happiness, it can  

still attract some really nice attention. 

 

***************** 

 

Most of us really don’t want great wealth… 

just enough to make the neighbors jealous. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A lot of folks work harder to make enough money to meet all the  

obligations they wouldn’t have if they didn’t make so much money. 

 

***************** 
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It seems these days that the average person’s dream 

 is to be able to afford what he is spending. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Money can be lost in more ways than won. 

 

Now we know why Uncle Sam wears such a tall hat...it really  

comes in handy every time he passes it around for a collection. 

Even if money grew on trees, only a few smart birds would get it. 

 

When money speaks… truth keeps silent. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Some folks who are not paid what they think  

they are worth… should be thankful. 

 

***************** 

 

Money never really made a fool of anyone…  

it just helps to bring it to light. 

 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Live beneath your means and within your seams. 

 

*************** 

 

If we had our lives to live all over again… 

we probably couldn’t afford it. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

Some of the folks give God all the credit  

for their success…but none of the cash. 

 

*********** 

 

I want my children to have all the things in life I could  

never afford… then I want to move in with them. 

 

A friend is one who takes you to lunch  

even though you are not tax deductible. 

 

*********** 



87 

 

Most folks talk too much about the cost of  

living and too little about the value of it. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

The easiest way to remain poor 

is to pretend to be rich. 

 

************ 

 

You can be rich though poor… 

and poor though rich. 
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IV.  FOR YOUR SOUL 

 
Content Headings 

 

Golden Rule – Rules-81… God Allows U-Turns- 82 … Salvation Is Not Hereditary- 82… Clear 

Conscience- 83… It’s a God Thing- 84… Living by the word- 86… I am with you always- 86… 

Live by Faith- 87… Trust God- 88…Jesus: Our Source of Peace- 89… Let the Son Shine- 90…A 

walk with God-91… The Greatest is Love- 92… Prayer Works -92… Be Thankful- 94… The Good 

Life- 95 

 

GOLDEN RULE… RULES 

• Be God’s gift to someone who needs a friend. 

• No matter where we are, we are God’s agent. 

• We are God’s gift to those who do not know Him. 

• Treat others as is they are what they ought to be. 

• What God has given to you is what someone else needs. 

• Relationships are our greatest source of earthly strength. 

• Those who do not increase you will eventually decrease you. 

• Be careful in your reputation with God as you are with others. 

• Preach the gospel to others, but only use words if you have too.  

• Treat others as you would like to be treated – only you do it first. 

• When you do a good deed expecting nothing, all of heaven rejoices.  

• Today is a gift from God… that’s the reason it’s called the present. 

 

GOD ALLOWS U-TURNS 

• No one gets lost on the straight road. 
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• What are you doing for heaven’s sake? 

• We worship God by what we do all week long. 

• Worship is not about us, it’s about honoring God. 

• Remember for every choice there is a consequence. 

• When temptation knocks, let God answer the door. 

• Even if no one is watching, act as if the whole world is. 

• Temptation is one of the greatest builders of character. 

• Let go of worldly things so God can create something better. 

• There are no new sins… the old ones just get more publicity. 

• We can fail God by what we do, but He will not love us any less.  

• Those who do not make us better will eventually make us worse.  

• When you don’t know all the answers, just remember who does. 

• You can either follow the world’s way or God’s way – but not both. 

• Sin may keep us from God’s word, but His word can keep us from sin. 

• You are headed in the wrong direction if you not running into Satan on life’s road. 

 

SALVATION IS NOT HEREDITARY 
 

• Meek is not weak. 

• Almost saved is totally lost 

• To alter your life, come to God’s altar. 

• Salvation is the only thing that carries well for the future. 

• What means the most is what we come to, not come through. 

• Saved people are follow through people… they pursue God’s way.  
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• To confess sin is a sign of strength, not an admittance of weakness. 

• When desire to be saved shows up, the way to salvation is not far behind. 

• The things that count the most in salvation are the things you cannot count. 

• Reasons for salvation are often the reasons that reason does not understand. 

• The best part of salvation is the opportunity to gain what we can’t gain on our own. 

• Salivation is like a mirror reflecting what you do; and when you ask to be saved, salvation 

comes to you. 

 

CLEAR CONSCIENCE 
 

• Think right to stay right. 

• God will supply when we apply. 

• Integrity is the structure of the soul. 

• The softest pillow is a clear conscience. 

• Dreams drown on the Sea of Temptation. 

• Don’t pretend to be what you don’t intend to be. 

• If you don't want anyone to know it -- don't do it. 

• When no on is watching, act like the whole world is. 

• Character is easier to keep than it is trying to recover. 

• Doing the right thing is not always easy, but it is right. 

• The soul's odds-maker goes by the name of conscience. 

• Ask God for directions, His vision is broader than yours.  

• Praise God for who He is, not for what He might provide. 

• Stand on what is right, or you will fall for what is wrong. 

• Traveling with God always leads to the right destination. 
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• You haven’t used all your strength until you ask God to help.  

• God’s purpose for your life is better than anything you choose.  

• Open your spiritual eyes to see God more clearly in what you do.  

• Our word is the one thing that we can give away... and still keep. 

• Today is a gift from God… that’s the reason it’s called the present. 

• Real character is measured by what we do when no one is looking.  

• If we don’t know where we are going, how can God help us get there? 

• Set high standards for yourself, then ask God to help you reach them. 

• When a dream doesn’t work out, let God paint a new one on your heart. 

• Can you become what God wants you to be by remaining what you are? 

• Don’t miss out on God’s blessings because you dislike the way they are packaged. 

 

IT’S A GOD THING 

• God never forgets your name. 

• God never turns off His security system. 

• God’s gifts are always deposits, never loans. 

• God loves to hear us say, “It’s a God thing.” 

• Our disappointments are God’s appointments.  

• Your life is God’s novel – let Him do the writing. 

• Trust God for something that hasn’t happened. 

• God will never guide where He does not provide. 

• Do what you can, then let God do what you can’t. 

• Our value to God is not determined by our valuables. 

• Deeds, not words, are our greatest monument to God. 
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• God’s blessings have staying power… they never run out. 

• God is more interested in our self-worth than our net worth. 

• God will guide our footsteps if we are willing to move our feet. 

• Discipline is one way that God lovingly trains us to be the best.  

• We must always obey God, even if do not always understand Him.  

• Set your sails toward God’s homeport and he will supply the wind. 

• We cannot become what God wants us to be by remaining what we are. 

• God’s richest blessings are placed with our reach, not within our grasp. 

• We are constantly on God’s mind – He does not forget us for one moment. 

 

LIVING BY THE WORD 
 

• You are the only Bible many people will ever read. 

• The standard to live by is the Word, not the world. 

• Bibles that are falling apart belong to those who are not. 

• God’s word is a lamp that gives us light everywhere we go. 

• Have you read God’s best selling book? It’s called the Bible.  

• Read the Bible with your eyes… but listen to it with your heart.  

• Let God’s word find a place in your heart – not on the bookshelf. 

• Read the Bible daily to learn more about you than you ever knew. 

• When our hearts carry God’s word, we will not succumb to temptation.  

• God’s word never changes, but it changes conditions and circumstances. 

• Ignorance of God’s word is a luxury we cannot afford in times like these. 

 

“I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS” 
 

• Our problems are never too big for God. 
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• God will never push us beyond our limit to endure. 

• God grants with each burden the strength to bear it. 

• We can always find God at the corner of Here and Now. 

• Your toughest problem is the one God wants you to solve. 

• The best way to run away from woes is to run toward God. 

• When we get to your wit’s end, you will find God living there. 

• When God says: “I will be with you always” – means just that. 

• God promises us safe landings, not necessarily smooth flights.  

• In every problem God has planted a seed for a greater harvest. 

• Worry gives us something to do, but not any closer to doing it. 

• When tossing a problem around, include God in the conversation.  

• God does not promise an easy route, only strength for the journey.  

• Look at every mountain before you as a way to be a servant to God. 

• God understands our limits – He packed our suitcase for life’s journey. 

• We will feel lonely at times, but we are never alone… God is always there. 

• God’s love may not always keep us from trials, but it will see us through trials. 

• At day’s end turn your worries over to God… He’s going to be up anyway 

• When we hit rough going, we are more than ever the object of God’s concern. 

• At every crossroads in your life, look for Jesus standing on the corner ready to help. 

 

LIVE BY FAITH 
 

• Our biggest step is a step of faith. 

• Listen to your faith, not to your fears. 

• When we walk the walk we can talk the talk. 
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• Faith carries us further than the eye can see. 

• It is never too late to be what God wants us to be. 

• Don’t worry about tomorrow, God is already there. 

• God’s forgiveness flows to you when it flows to you. 

• Believe what you do not see to see what we believe. 

• When we are worth our salt, we make others thirsty. 

• Keep the faith – God is working even when you can’t see it. 

• We can talk the talk freely when we walk the walk faithfully. 

• Many unseen things have to be believed in order to be seen. 

• You grow your belief by trusting God in your unbelief places.  

• Function in ever-changing world with a never-changing faith. 

• Wherever you go, have faith that God is walking ahead of you. 

• If we trust God we don’t worry… if we worry, we don’t trust God. 

 

TRUST GOD 
 

• Trust an unknown future to a known God. 

• The future may be sought in things, but is found in God. 

• The task ahead is never as great as God’s power behind us.  

• Hope helps us realize obstacles are just a bend – not the end. 

• God’s purpose for your life is better than anything you choose.  

• No situation is hopeless unless we grow hopeless about God helping. 

• Preparation for God’s place, let’s us know best how to handle our place. 

• Hope is God saying, “If you have come this far, you can’t back out now.” 

• When a dream doesn’t work out, let God paint a new one on your heart. 
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• The evidence of God’s presence far outweighs the “proof” of His absence. 

• Recheck your travel plans with God, He has the best road map for the trip. 

• The best investment for building a future is to do God’s will in the present. 

 

 

JESUS: OUR SOURCE OF PEACE 
 

• Jesus is Lord of all or Lord of nothing. 

• Jesus is the central piece to life’s puzzle. 

• Jesus said it. We believe it. That settles it. 

• Jesus wants your heart, not your possessions. 

• The best blessing God gave us came through the grave. 

• We are never at peace until we are at peace with Jesus. 

• Never go anywhere you would be ashamed to take Jesus. 

• Are you prepared to tell the world why you believe in Jesus? 

• To look at the Cross is to know just how much Jesus loves us.  

• Jesus can live anywhere, but desires most to live in our hearts.  

• Jesus wants us to serve Him… but not in an advisory capacity.  

• Give yourself to Jesus so He can give you a bigger self in return. 

• Hold Jesus’ hand for a while, then He will hold your heart forever.  

• Open your heart so Jesus’ love can mend all your old hurt places.  

• When we are right with Jesus vertically, it will show up horizontally.  

• Do you realize how much Jesus misses you when you wander away? 

 

THE SON SHINES 
 

• Let the SON shine in your heart. 
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• Have you experienced the warmth of the Son? 

• The SON shines best within you… not on you. 

• Jesus is the friend who never leaves us nor forgets us. 

• Jesus is the friend who walks in when others walk out.                             

• Our hearts will find no rest until they find rest in Jesus. 

• That little knock you feel on your heart is Jesus calling. 

• The best exercise you can do is to walk daily with Jesus. 

• Jesus hasn’t moved, He is still here awaiting your return. 

• When the clouds around you are dark, look toward the SON. 

• The shadows will be behind you when you walk toward the light of the Son. 

• With Jesus on the inside, we can stand up to almost anything on the outside. 

 
 

A WALK WITH GOD 

• The devil believes in God, too. 

• God created each of us to be each of us. 

• Give God what is right… not what is left. 

• Fear of God is done in awe, not in terror. 

• A walk with God has the best destination of all. 

• Being meek has nothing to do with being weak. 

• If God is your co-pilot, you need exchange seats. 

• We can never get all of God until He gets all of us. 

• Money make talk here… but it is silent in eternity. 

• Be slow to judge  -- only God is qualified for that role. 
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• We do not have to prove ourselves to anyone but God.The more we think about God, the 

more we thank God. 

• When God measures us, he puts a tape around our hearts. 

• God has given us Ten Commandments – not ten suggestions. 

• There is not one thing we can do to keep God from loving us. 

• Be more concern with God calming you, instead of the storm. 

• Don't let religion get in the way of your relationship with God.  

• God does business the old-fashioned way -- one heart at a time. 

• Wherever God has planted you is where He wants you to bloom.  

• Your life is God’s gift to you, what you make of it is your gift to Him. 

 
 
 

THE GREATEST IS LOVE 

• Love others as Jesus loves you. 

• Until love is shared, it is not love. 

• When we truly love something, it shows.  

• Cultivate your heart well it is God’s garden. 

• Love is contagious: we give it to each other. 

• Real love exists where nothing is expected in return. 

• \What God has given to you is what someone else needs. 

• We can never tell those we love enough of how much we love them. 

 

PRAYER WORKS 

• Talk with God anywhere at any time. 

• Come to God’s altar to alter your life.  

• If we don’t pray, we may become prey. 
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• We will not stumble while on our knees. 

• Prayer prepares us for a prepared place. 

• God never turns off His security system. 

• Pray for a good harvest, but continue to hoe. 

• Prayer comforts in an uncomfortable world. 

• It is in silence that God hears our voice best. 

• Seven days without prayer makes one weak. 

• An unanswered prayer is an unoffered prayer. 

• Prayer is the key by day and the lock by night. 

• God’s antenna will pick up our weakest signal. 

• When we ask God to be in it, anything is possible. 

• Strength in prayer is better than length in prayer. 

• Ask God for a stronger back, not a lighter burden. 

• Prayer does not change God… prayer changes us. 

• God’s answers are always wiser than our prayers. 

• A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing. 

• Therapy in the midst of pain begins on your knees. 

• Prayer is a conversation between your heart and God’s. 

• Through prayer we confirm God’s presence in our lives. 

• Be thankful God doesn't give you everything you ask for.  

• God’s voice is not hard to hear if we take time to listen. 

• Pray, believe and receive, or pray, doubt and do without. 

• Humbly kneel before God so you can stand up to world. 

• The tallest you will ever be is on your knees before God. 
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• When we kneel before God, we can stand up to anything. 

• A good way to straighten yourself out is to bend your knees.  

• We haven’t used all of our strength until we ask God for help.  

• The more we come to know God, the easier it is to talk with Him. 

• The limit to what God can do is limited is what we ask Him to do.  

• When swept off your feet, make the best of the time on your knees.  

• Wait on God although you don’t know when or how he will deliver.  

• When you are safe and happy remember someone has prayed for you. 

• Looking for a specialist in handling trouble? Send God a knee-mail. 

• Prayer must mean something to us before it will mean anything to God. 

• God does not have an answering machine… He answers each call personally. 

• Work as if everything depends on you… Pray as if everything depends on God. 

 
 

BE THANKFUL 
 

• An attitude of gratitude improves our altitude. 

• What we fail to appreciate will eventually disappear. 

• We live by what we get… we make a life by what we give. 

• To think more about God means we will thank Him more. 

• To fret over what we don’t have, diminishes what we do have.  

• We can give without loving, but we cannot love without giving.  

• Be thankful for what you have… then set out to make it better.  

• We do not lose ourselves by giving to others, we find ourselves. 

• The more we count our blessings, the less we crave other things. 

• Contentment is wanting what we have, not having what we want.  
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• Misery comes from putting too much emphasis on what we don’t have. 

• Being thankful should be more a function of the heart than of the wallet. 

• The richest are not those who have the most, but those who need the least. 

• What we keep we will eventually lose…what we give away, we keep -- forever. 

• The more you count the blessings you have, the less you will crave something else. 

 

BEND YOUR KNEES TO STAND UP 

• God likes to receive knee-mails. 

• We will not stumble while on our knees. 

• Pray for a good harvest, but continue to hoe. 

• God’s antenna will pick up our weakest signal. 

• The person who kneels can stand up to anything. 

• To get back on your feet, start on your knees. 

• A good way to straighten yourself out is to bend your knees.  

• Seven days without prayer makes one weak. 

• When swept off your feet, make the best of the time on your knees. 

• God does not have an answering machine… He answers each call personally. 

 

  Pray, believe and receive or 

    pray, doubt and do without. 

 

 

THE GOOD LIFE 

• The life we live is the gospel we preach. 

• Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift. 

• Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 
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• A good life depends on breadth -- not length. 

• When no one is watching, live as if the whole world is. 

• Live and help live, not live and let live is the best policy. 

• Only those who understand the value of living... do good at it. 

• The only thing that truly counts on our gravestone is the dash. 

• Don't be so busy making a living you fail to make life worth living.  

• Choose to live this moment as if it both your first… and your last.  

• Giving all you can to life outdoes trying to get all you can from life. 

• We have been given life to enjoy things, not given things to enjoy life. 

• Keep an eye on your standard of life as well as your standard of living. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


