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This phase occurs after the third quarter.  

Less than half of the moon is reflecting 
sunlight and the light is decreasing.

This phase occurs after the full moon. 
More than half of the moon is still 

reflecting light,  but the light is decreasing.

Waning Crescent Waning Gibbous

The moon is at a 90° angle with respect to 
the earth and sun. Half of the moon is 

illuminated and half in shadow. Also 
referred to as a "half-moon."

This moon phase comes after the new 
moon. The sunlit portion of the moon is 

increasing, but it has not reached the half-
moon phase.

Last Quarter Waxing Crescent
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This phase is after the first quarter moon. 
The sunlit portion is more than half of the 

moon and is increasing.

The moon is at a 90° angle with respect to 
the earth and sun. Half of the moon is 

illuminated and half in shadow. Also 
referred to as a "half-moon."

Waxing Gibbous First Quarter

The moon is at a 90° angle with respect to 
the earth and sun. Half of the moon is 

illuminated and half in shadow. Also 
referred to as a "half-moon."

Occurs when the moon is positioned 
between the earth and sun (in approximate 
alignment). The back part of the moon (not 

visible to Earth) is reflecting the sun's 
light. 

Full Moon New Moon
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