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2. Pour some of this water carefully into the 
smaller vial, up to its fill line and let the ball rise 
up on its own.

1. Remove the inner vial and use the outer vial 
to collect a sample of the water you plan on 
testing.

5. Check your tube every day for 4 days, 
comparing what you see to the description on 
the reverse side of this card.

3. Tightly screw the cap onto the inner vial and 
place it inside the larger vial. Screw the cap 
onto the larger vial. 
Do not shake or swirl the tube!

4. Place the tube away from direct sunlight at 
room temperature.

IMPORTANT!

DENITRIFYING BACTERIA TEST
Self Testing Instructions

70 °F

Don’t start until you’re sure you can check 
your vial 5 days after starting this test.
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After following the instructions on the reverse side of this card, you 
can measure the severity of your denitrifying bacteria population by 
using the images and table below.

Interpreting Your Results

NO foam 
around ball.

Foam around ball.

ABSENT PRESENT

Add these bacterial results to your Tap Score Report 
in the section marked: What to do next.

Colony Count (cfu/mL)

Bacterial Severity 

How bad is it?

Aggressive

Non-aggressive

Moderate

Days until reaction

1,800,0001

215,0002

25,0003

3,0004

3505

<506

QUESTIONS? 
Visit help.mytapscore.com or email hello@simplewater.us

Nitrifying and Denitrifying bacteria work against 

each other in the formation and destruction of nitrates in 

water. Be sure to also test for nitrifying bacteria.


