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Difficulty
Time

12

Beginner: Little effort, kid friendly, accessible.

Intermediate: Some effort, moderate to strenuous activity.

Advanced: Strenuous activity and/or some risk involved.

Short: 2 hours or less.

Medium: Up to 1/2 day.

Long: Full day or more; plan ahead.

Wheelchair

Pets Allowed

WHAT TO EXPECT

ADVENTURE STARTS HERE
This 10,000-year-old glacial wonder near Leland is an iconic landmark 
that helps to define our unique Lake Michigan coastline. Stop here to 
admire the 300ft fragile bluffs overlooking the Manitou Passage, first 
put into preservation by the Leelanau Conservancy in 1996.

Enter coordinates in phone to begin: 

45.006107, -85.769901
Leland, MI

DIRECTIONS



WHAT TO BRING: You won’t need much besides some good shoes and 
a camera! The one mile trail is lined with ferns to keep you on track.

OPTIONAL SIDE TREK: Take a short drive down to Van’s Beach in 
Leland to catch a different perspective of Whaleback while enjoying 
the crystal clear, sandy beach that surrounds you. On a strong north 
wind, grab your board to enjoy one of northern Michigan’s best surfing 
destinations.

PROTECTING THE GREAT LAKES: M22 donates a portion of each sale 
to help preserve the land and water we love through the actions of the 
Leelanau Conservancy. Since its conception, the Leelanau Conservancy 
has protected more than 11,000 acres of land, including Whaleback.

TIPS: When you visit, please realize that the land on both sides of the 
trail is private and not open to the public. Hike this trail to claim your 
reward: a spectacular Lake Michigan view that brings visitors back 
again and again.

Discover all microadventures at: M22.com/microadventures

WHALEBACK

WHAT DRIVES US

12

At the heart of all we do is a desire to connect people with a common 
passion for northern Michigan and the Great Lakes region–a place 
unlike any other on earth. M22 is a symbol that inspires people to get 
out and enjoy natural wonders, appreciate simplicity, and encourages 
individual, community, and environmental health and prosperity.

Share your adventure: @m22life #m22life
Shop online & in-store Traverse City / Glen Arbor
231.360.9090 / M22.COM


