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How to Buy an Engagement Ring
INTRODUCTION

Are you ready to pop the big question? If so, you’re about to enter an exciting 

time in your life. Getting engaged is a special tradition that holds a lot of 

meaning to many couples. You’ll want to make sure the moment is just right and 

that you present your other half with a ring she’ll love.

Although it is very likely your girlfriend will be thrilled the moment you propose 

to her, we understand that you want all the details to be perfect and fit your 

budget. After all, many women dream of their engagement day for years. A less-

than-worthy ring won’t do for your special lady.

So how do you pick the perfect engagement ring that represents the love you 

share, suits her style and fits into your budget? Engagement ring shopping can 

be intimidating at first, especially for men who likely don’t spend a lot of free 

time browsing jewelry shops. 

We promise — finding the best engagement ring for your loved one is possible, 

and it is not something to fear. However, we recommended learning a few 

things before you get started to make the process much more manageable. 

Also, you’ll surely impress your girlfriend with the effort and time you put into her 

engagement ring.
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This guide is here to show you everything you need to know about how to buy an 

engagement ring for your partner. In this guide we’ll cover the following topics:

• Budget: How much to spend on an engagement ring and budget tips.

• Style: Types of engagement ring diamond shapes and settings and how         

to know which one your girlfriend will adore.

• The four Cs: Everything you need to know about diamond quality and 

your engagement ring.

• Metal: The best type of metal for an engagement ring.

• Ring size: How to find out your girlfriend’s ring size without giving away 

any surprises.

After reading this guide, you’ll feel confident and eager to shop for an 

engagement ring that will make your girlfriend cry tears of joy. Congratulations on 

finding true love — now let’s find the perfect engagement ring!

https://mountzjewelers.com/collections/engagement-ring-complete
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How Much to Spend on an Engagement Ring
CHAPTER 1

Before you hit the pavement to shop for an engagement ring, you first need 

to establish your budget. This will guide you through a sea of options and help 

keep you on track. Engagement rings are a significant purchase that represents 

the love you share. Just as you would not go shopping for a new car without a 

budget in mind, you shouldn’t shop for a valuable engagement ring without 

one, either.

Buying an engagement ring does not mean you have to go broke. Although it is 

an important purchase, you can find an engagement ring that fits your current 

budget and sweeps your girlfriend off her feet. In this chapter, we’ll help you 

determine a budget that’s comfortable for you.
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How Much Should You Spend?

It’s normal if you feel a little conflicted about your engagement ring budget. On 

the one hand, you want to buy your girlfriend the most exquisite engagement 

ring you can find because she deserves the best. On the other hand, you do not 

want to go into debt and impact the financial future you will soon share with 

your significant other. How do you determine a price that’s just right?

You may have heard of the one-to-three-month salary rule, which says you 

should spend one to three month’s gross income on an engagement ring. 

However, it is worth noting that this “rule” began as a marketing guideline 

around the start of World War II. It may also be unrealistic in your situation, so 

there is no need to follow this rule. Instead, allow this rule to serve as a guideline.

To give you an idea of what other people are spending on engagement rings, 

consider the following. According to The Knot 2016 Real Wedding Study, 

Americans spend an average of $6,163 for an engagement ring. If six thousand 

dollars seems a little steep, try not to panic. There really is no rule on how much 

to spend. It is most important to choose a price that feels comfortable to you. 

Consider Your Options

Engagement ring prices vary greatly and depend mainly on diamond quality, 

the type of metal used and the design of the ring. You do not need thousands of 

dollars to find a gorgeous ring that sparkles and captures your love. However, it 

may be worth spending extra for a larger diamond if that’s the ring you want to 

https://www.theknot.com/content/how-much-to-spend-on-engagement-ring
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give to your soon-to-be-wife, but it is up to you and what you can afford.

It’s important to consider the type of engagement ring you are looking for as 

well. Do you wish to spend on a high-quality diamond or a large diamond? Do 

you want a simple design or a more ornate look? Figure out which elements are 

most valuable to you.

We will explore the different styles and diamond qualities later in this guide, 

but to give you a brief look at what to expect, here are a few style examples to 

consider:

• Heirloom and vintage: With this style, you can find a unique ring at an 

affordable price.

• Nontraditional gemstones: With colored diamonds or other 

gemstones, it is often easier to afford larger gemstones if that is 

important to you.

• Custom rings: A custom ring allows you to design a special one-of-a-

kind engagement ring at a price that fits your budget.

Determine Your Budget

Now that you have a better idea of what to expect when it’s time to buy an 

engagement ring, here are the steps to choosing your budget.

First, figure out what your monthly bills are and your current income. Consider 

how that could change when you buy an engagement ring and decide what you 

are comfortable spending.

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/how-to-buy-an-engagement-ring-engagement-ring-price-guide
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Next, consider your partner’s expectations. Think about her style and gifts she 

loved in the past. You could ask your partner to go window shopping with you if 

you want to know exactly what she likes. If you wish to keep it a surprise, though, 

ask her friends what she expects with a ring. If she has a Pinterest account, check 

out her pins. You might also look for clues around the house — like bookmarked 

bridal magazines, and you can even draw inspiration from any favorite décor 

pieces you know she loves.

Your girlfriend will likely appreciate a ring that represents her personality and 

your love and demonstrates your effort, rather than one with the biggest price 

tag.

How to Save for an Engagement Ring

You know you want to spend X amount of dollars on a ring your girlfriend will 

love. Unless you already have enough money stashed away, you’ll have to devise 

a savings plan. 

To make a monthly savings plan, follow these steps:

https://www.thesimpledollar.com/how-to-save-for-the-stuff-you-really-want/
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• Know your budget: First, figure out about how much you want to spend.

• Create a savings timeline: For example, if you plan to spend $3,000 on 

an engagement ring in six months, you’ll need to save $500 a month.

• Set up an automatic bank transfer: To make sure you are saving what 

you need, contact your bank to transfer a certain amount of money from 

your checking to a savings account on a specific day each month.

• Save faster by making small sacrifices: Eliminate unnecessary 

expenses like cable or ordering take-out for lunch until you’ve saved 

enough money.

• Financing: You may also have the option to finance an engagement 

ring if your credit is approved. Financing an engagement ring allows you 

to pay for the engagement ring in convenient monthly payments. To 

learn more about the special financing programs we currently offer at 

Mountz Jewelers, contact us today or visit one of our locations. 

Buying a beautiful engagement ring is within your reach with the right 

knowledge and a little planning!

https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/contact-us
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/locations
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Engagement Ring Styles
CHAPTER 2

An engagement ring is not just any piece of jewelry — it represents the love 

and commitment you share. Your girlfriend will be reminded of your journey 

together every time she looks at her hand. It’s important to choose a style that 

fits her personality.

With these things in mind, you probably feel a little pressured to find a ring 

that perfectly encapsulates the admiration and adoration you feel toward your 

girlfriend. It can be hard to put feelings into words sometimes, but the right 

engagement ring will do the talking for you.

Because there are many different styles of engagement rings to choose from, it 

greatly helps to know your girlfriend’s style. If you are not so sure how to describe 

her style, it’s okay — we are here to guide you. In this chapter, we will look at a 

variety of engagement ring diamond shapes and settings to help you choose the 

best design for your significant other.
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Types of Engagement Ring Settings

The setting is the piece of the ring that holds the center diamond. You’ll want to 

consider settings first because this will affect the type of diamond to buy. Ring 

settings can seem confusing, but we’ll help you understand how each setting 

looks and feels:

1. Bar Setting

With a bar setting, many diamonds are secured between vertical bars around 

the band. You can add a center diamond to the setting if you wish. 

The bar setting offers a spin on the traditional band and also provides increased 

sparkle. When left without a center diamond, the bar setting can function as a 

stackable band.

Resizing can be more of a challenge with this setting due to the multiple 

diamonds in the band.

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/diamond-ring-style-guide
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/diamond-ring-style-guide
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bar+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bar+setting
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2. Bead Setting

With a bead setting, the band is lined with small diamonds that accent the 

center diamond, and multiple beads secure the diamonds along the band. This 

type of setting is perfect for a classic style and offers a lot of sparkle.

3. Bezel Setting

Unlike a traditional prong that holds the center diamond in place, a bezel setting 

surrounds the diamond with a metal rim and keeps it secure. A bezel setting is a 

popular choice due to its snag-free design and easy-to-clean center. You might 

choose a bezel setting if your girlfriend is a nurse, teacher or has an otherwise 

active lifestyle. 

4. Cathedral Setting

A cathedral setting is an elegant, classic choice. With this setting, the prongs 

resemble the arches of a cathedral and hold the diamond in place. A cathedral 

setting draws attention to the center diamond as it lifts the diamond higher off 

the finger. 

If you are looking for an affordable way to make a diamond appear larger while 

adding character to an engagement ring, consider a cathedral setting. However, 

keep in mind that a cathedral setting might get caught on clothes or other 

materials due to the high prongs. 

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bead+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bead+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bezel+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=bezel+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=cathedral+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=cathedral+setting
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5. Channel Setting

With a channel setting, small diamonds are embedded along the channel of the 

band. The diamonds are not elevated from the band, so there is less chance of 

the ring getting caught on other objects.

This type of setting is suitable for an active lifestyle with its snag-free design, 

and it keeps diamonds secure since there are no prongs. This style can be more 

challenging to resize, however, and takes a little extra effort to clean as dirt can 

get trapped in the channels.

6. Cluster Setting

If you are looking for an engagement ring that features a large center diamond 

but do not have room in your budget, you might consider a cluster setting. 

With a cluster setting, small diamonds are artfully bunched together in a floral 

arrangement pattern, creating the appearance of a large diamond. As a result, 

you are left with a textured, brilliantly sparkling ring. You can also custom design 

the shape of the cluster. This type of setting complements any style beautifully.

7. Fishtail Setting

A fishtail setting has an elegant vintage feel. Usually, small diamonds line the 

band with a larger diamond in the center. This type of setting offers timeless 

style.

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=channel+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=channel+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=cluster+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/diamond-ring-style-guide
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/diamond-ring-style-guide


12  

8. Halo Ring Setting

A halo ring setting provides intense shine. With a halo setting, the center 

diamond is encircled and secured by smaller diamonds. This type of setting 

makes the center diamond appear larger, so it may be an excellent choice for 

those on a budget who want increased sparkle and a big diamond.

Although a halo ring setting makes a divine choice, the smaller diamonds could 

become loose over time, and resizing may be a challenge depending on the 

number of diamonds lining the band.

9. Knife-Edge Setting

A knife-edge setting refers to a tapered band or a band that resembles the edge 

of a knife. The overall look is sleek and classic.

10. Pave Setting

With a pave setting, small diamonds are embedded into the band and mimic 

the look of a path paved with diamonds. Usually, a diamond sits in the center 

and is illuminated by the surrounding sparkle.

A pave setting is bold and intricate and can be designed in either a modern or 

vintage style. This type of engagement ring may be difficult to resize.

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=halo+ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=halo+ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=knife-edge
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=pave+ring
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11. Side-Stone Setting

A side-stone setting features a center diamond flanked by smaller diamonds or 

other gemstones on either side. With a side-stone setting, you can add variety 

with contrasting colors. For example, you might flank the center diamond with 

deep red rubies. You can also choose to keep the colors uniform. Just make sure 

the side gemstones do not detract from the center diamond’s brilliance.

A side-stone setting has a romantic, classic feel. The three gemstones are 

believed to represent friendship, love and fidelity along with the couple’s past, 

present and future, making this setting a popular choice.

12. Solitaire Setting

The solitaire setting is the most popular setting and is the type of ring many 

people think of when they conjure up the image of an engagement ring. 

With a solitaire setting or prong setting, the center diamond is the main focus. 

The metal prongs hold the diamond in place like a claw, and they are available in 

different shapes, such as rounded or V-shaped.

A thin band makes the diamond appear larger, and minimal metal increases the 

shine. If you think your girlfriend wants an engagement ring that sings about 

your love aloud, you cannot go wrong with a solitaire setting — it’s a classic 

choice.

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=side-stone+setting
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/luxury/jewellery/meghan-markle-engagement-ring-designed-prince-harry-dianas-diamonds/
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=solitaire
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13. Twist Setting

With a twist setting, two bands twist to form one band, and twists can be tight 

or wide. This type of setting offers a unique version of a traditional ring, and you 

could say it represents the interconnectedness you and your partner share.  

14. Vintage Setting

A vintage setting usually showcases intricate band work and can be paired with 

other features. For a charming, more ornate style, you might choose a vintage 

setting.

Types of Engagement Ring Diamond Shapes

When a diamond is removed from the earth, it could be any shape or size. A 

professional diamond cutter is needed to cut, shape and polish the diamond to 

bring out its natural beauty and make it suitable for jewelry. Diamond cutting is 

an art that takes years to master.

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=twist+setting
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=vintage+setting
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A diamond’s cut refers to the way the diamond is styled regarding the shape and 

light-refracting slices. There are several types of diamond cuts that affect how a 

diamond sparkles. 

The cut is not the same as a diamond shape. However, a certain cut will imply 

shape. The shape is how a diamond looks from its outline, whereas cut refers to 

the number and arrangement of facets. We’ll look at each cut to help you choose 

how you want style and shine to work together in your engagement ring:

1. Square or Princess-Cut

A square or princess-cut diamond is commonly square-shaped with pointed 

corners. This type of cut features brilliant sparkle and contemporary style. This 

style often complements women with long, slim fingers.  

2. Cushion-Cut

A cushion-cut looks square but has curved sides and rounded corners. A 

cushion-cut works well with large diamonds and provides extra sparkle. If you 

want an engagement ring that feels both vintage and modern, you might 

consider a cushion-cut diamond.

3. Asscher Cut

The Asscher cut is similar to an emerald-cut diamond but features larger facets. 

You might imagine an Asscher cut as having an almost octagonal shape. An 

Asscher cut may not sparkle as brilliantly as a princess-cut diamond, for example, 

but it offers a distinct style that’s traditional and elegant — think Elizabeth Taylor.

https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/how-to-buy-an-engagement-ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/how-to-buy-an-engagement-ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=princess+engagement+rings
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/guide-diamond-shapes-engagement-rings/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/guide-diamond-shapes-engagement-rings/
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=cushion+engagement+rings
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/diamond-cushion-cut-engagement-ring/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/the-asscher-cut-a-cut-of-royalty-and-reinvention/
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4. Rectangular or Emerald-Cut

A rectangular or emerald-cut diamond is perfect for diamonds with high clarity 

because they feature a large, glassy surface. This style is glamorous, elegant and 

modern. Its rectangular shape elongates the finger, looking lovely with smaller 

hands.

5. Pear-Shaped

A pear-shaped diamond is flattering on any finger and complements a 

traditional and elegant style. If you think the pear-shaped diamond is perfect for 

your engagement ring, be sure to find a diamond that is symmetrical. 

6. Oval Cut

Another flattering cut is the oval cut, which makes the hand look longer. 

Because of its larger surface area, it can also appear larger than round diamonds 

of the same carat weight. If your girlfriend has a style that is both romantic and 

chic, she might adore an oval-cut diamond — a look that’s fit for a princess.

7. Marquise

A marquise diamond has a classic, elongated shape with curved sides and 

pointed ends. According to the Gemological Institute of America (GIA), the 

marquise diamond shape was developed in France in the 1740s and is also called 

a navette, which means “little ship.”

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=emerald+cut
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/diamond-emerald-cut-engagement-ring/
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=pear+engagement+ring
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/pear-shaped-diamond-tips-picking-perfect-one/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/allure-of-an-oval-diamond/
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/allure-of-an-oval-diamond/
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=marquise+engagement+ring
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/choose-marquise-diamond/
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A marquise diamond makes a finger appear longer and more slender, and it 

appears larger than round diamonds that are of the same carat weight. Many 

brides appreciate the romance of a marquise diamond.

8. Heart

A heart-shaped diamond symbolizes love without reserve. Heart-shaped 

diamond engagement rings typically feature a simple design to emphasize the 

special heart shape. This may be an excellent choice if your girlfriend wants to 

celebrate your love with a dramatic style.

9. Round

A round diamond shape is a popular choice for an engagement ring because it 

is designed to radiate supreme brilliance. A round diamond can suit any style, 

whether your girlfriend prefers a modern look or a romantic antique feel.

How to Choose a Ring for Her Personality

We covered the basics about settings and shapes, and we hope we helped you 

develop a sense of your girlfriend's style. Over 86 percent of brides rated the 

overall style as the most important feature of their engagement ring, so you 

want to try to get this aspect right. 

If you still feel uncertain about your girlfriend’s style, stop by any one of our three 

locations — we’re happy to assist you.

https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/diamond-heart-shaped-engagement-ring/
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=round+engagement+ring
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/guide-diamond-shapes-engagement-rings/#rectangular-diamond-shapes
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/choosing-the-best-engagement-ring-for-your-personality
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/locations
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/locations
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Until then, consider the following descriptions in this engagement ring styles 

guide. Ask yourself if your bride-to-be is:

• Playful and passionate: She might like an edgy but charming oval 

shape.

• Earthy: A vintage-style Asscher shape might be the way to go.

• Classy: Consider a traditional princess shape.

• Exquisite: Try a pear-shaped cut or a cluster ring.

• Quirky: Consider a two-tone ring or a variety of gemstones.

• Bold and confident: Consider a three-stone ring or an emerald-cut 

diamond.

• Simple and active: Try a traditional princess-cut diamond in a channel 

setting.

Also, consider the following to determine your girlfriend’s style:

• How she regularly dresses: What type of clothing does your girlfriend 

usually wear? Is she usually polished and put together, or is she more 

about comfort with a laid-back style? Does she like to keep up with the 

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/five-questions-to-ask-when-buying-an-engagement-ring-the-ultimate-pre-proposal-shopping-guide
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latest fashion trends? 

• What she loves: Think about your girlfriend’s favorite hobbies and 

pastimes. Is she a fan of glamorous classic films? Or would her dream-

day involve a strenuous hike and hours spent in nature? You might even 

consider how she decorates her home for inspiration. Does she love 

antiques or vintage accessories? All of her favorite things serve as style 

clues. 

• What kind of job she has: If your girlfriend is an artist, geologist or any 

other professional who regularly gets her hands dirty, you might want to 

choose a ring that is durable and easy to clean. If she’s a nurse, teacher or 

another type of caregiver, you probably want a snag-free ring. However, if 

your girlfriend has an office job and loves an elaborate style, it’s probably 

safe to go with a more delicate ring setting.

• What makes her unique: What is that special something that made 

you fall head over heels for your girlfriend? Is it because she’s sweet as 

cherry pie? Or because she’s as brave as a warrior? Perhaps her gentle 

mannerisms won you over the moment you met. Whatever it is that 

makes her special, keep it in mind when you shop for her style. 

If you still feel a little lost, try not to worry too much. From now on, take notice 

of her everyday style, including the jewelry she wears to get an idea of what she 

likes.

Remember — although it is true that style is important, nothing is more 

important than your proposal and the love you share. She is going to be thrilled 

to see you get on one knee, no matter what is inside the box.
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The Four Cs
CHAPTER 3

Unless you regularly shop for diamonds or have an interest in becoming a jeweler, 

you probably do not spend a lot of time contemplating the four Cs (4Cs). When 

it comes time to buy an engagement ring, it’s definitely something you want to 

be aware of. We will explain each “C,” so you know what to look for when you’re 

shopping. 

What Are the 4Cs of Diamonds?

The 4Cs of diamonds stand for: 

• Cut

• Color

• Clarity

• Carat

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/how-to-buy-an-engagement-ring-engagement-ring-price-guide
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You might be wondering what the most important is of the 4Cs, but it all 

depends on what you are looking for and what your budget will allow. Let this 

chapter be your diamond quality guide to help you figure out which of the 4Cs 

means the most to you:

1. Cut

As we discussed in the previous chapter, cut refers to how the diamond is 

shaped to refract light. Cuts are made for sparkle and visual appeal. A diamond 

with high-quality cuts will sparkle brilliantly.

According to the American Gem Society (AGS), cuts are graded on a scale of 0 to 

10. The highest grade is zero, and the lowest is 10. Diamonds with higher grades 

have less color and are rarer. A diamond’s cut can also affect its value.

2. Color

https://www.americangemsociety.org/page/agsdiamondgrading
https://www.americangemsociety.org/page/agsdiamondgrading
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Most diamonds are colorless to the naked eye. If you look closely at a diamond, 

however, you might notice a tinge of color. Simply said, the more colorless a 

diamond is, the more rare and valuable it is.

Color is graded on a scale, which is used to help determine a diamond’s quality 

based on its color or lack thereof. This is how the color scale works according to 

the GIA: 

• D through F indicates a colorless diamond.

• G through J indicates a near colorless diamond.

• Diamonds with a faint color receive a K through M ranking.

• Very light diamonds fall between the letters N and R.

• Light diamonds fall between S and Z.

Naturally-colored diamonds pick up their hues as they are formed beneath the 

earth’s surface. As you’ll see below, some colors occur more commonly than 

others and are usually more affordable. 

Colored diamonds outside of the standard diamond scale are referred to as fancy 

color diamonds, and the regular color scale does not apply. The GIA’s grading 

system for fancy color diamonds is complex and requires the knowledge of a 

specialist. 

The grading system for fancy color diamonds mainly looks at color saturation 

and rarity to determine value. Generally, the rarer a fancy color diamond is, the 

more valuable it is. Here are some of the different naturally-occurring diamond 

colors:

https://www.gia.edu/gia-about-4Cs-Color
https://www.gia.edu/gia-about-4Cs-Color
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/the-ultimate-guide-to-colored-diamonds
https://www.gia.edu/fancy-color-diamond-quality-factor
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• Blue: Blue diamonds are exceptionally rare. Blue diamonds can be pale 

or deep in color, and they get their hue from the presence of boron.

Brown: Brown diamonds are one of the most naturally-occurring 

diamonds. Brown diamonds range from light tones to dark rich tones 

and may have a reddish or golden appearance. Given names like 

“cognac” and “champagne,” brown diamonds are tempting fancy 

diamonds.

• Green: Green diamonds can range from light to dark green and occur 

due to proximity to radiation during the formation process. Naturally-

colored green diamonds are very rare.

• Olive: Instead of a pure green color, olive diamonds have hints of yellow 

or brown. Some olive diamonds may change in color over time. Their 

color is the result of hydrogen, nitrogen or nickel.

• Pink: Pink diamonds are rare and vary from light shades to deep hues. 

Pink is also used to describe diamonds that appear to have an orange 

hue. Heat and pressure form the diamond in a way that absorbs green 

from the light spectrum and results in a pink shade.

• Purple and violet: Purple and violet diamonds are extremely rare and 

valuable. Their coloring is likely caused by a distorted formation process.

• Red: A pure red diamond may be the rarest diamond.

• Yellow: Yellow diamonds are one of the most common fancy color 

diamonds. The presence of nitrogen gives them their yellow hue, and 

the degree of nitrogen determines the intensity of color.  

 

 

https://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/spring-2018-natural-color-green-diamonds-beautiful-conundrum
https://www.gia.edu/doc/Characterization-and-Grading-of-Natural-Color-Pink-Diamonds.pdf
https://www.gia.edu/doc/Characterization-and-Grading-of-Natural-Color-Pink-Diamonds.pdf
https://4cs.gia.edu/en-us/blog/yearning-yellow-diamonds/
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3. Clarity

Clarity focuses on the imperfection in the stone. An ideal diamond has no flaws, 

but a flawless diamond is rare. Each diamond is distinct because it is formed 

under extreme heat and pressure. As you could imagine, it is easy for a flaw to 

occur during this process.

Clarity focuses on the inclusions in a diamond. A flawless diamond does not have 

inclusions, but a flawless diamond is rare. Each diamond is distinct because it is 

formed under extreme heat and pressure. As you could imagine, it is easy for a 

flaw to occur during this process.

Internal characteristics are usually not visible to the naked eye. For this reason, 

clarity grading is done with a 10X magnifier. Internal birthmarks are referred to as 

inclusions, and external marks are referred to as blemishes. According to the GIA, 

the standard clarity grading scale is as follows:

• Flawless: No inclusions or blemishes can be seen under 10X 

magnification.

• Internally flawless: No inclusions, and blemishes are only visible using a 

10X magnifier.

• Very, very slightly included 1 and 2: Inclusions are hard to see using 10X 

magnification.

https://www.gia.edu/gia-about/4cs-clarity
https://www.gia.edu/gia-about/4cs-clarity
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• Very slightly included 1 and 2: Inclusions are minor and may be difficult 

or somewhat easy to see using 10X magnification.

• Slightly included 1 and 2: Inclusions are visible under 10X magnification.

• Included 1 to 3: Inclusions are apparent under 10X magnification and 

may impact brilliance.

Most diamonds fall into the very slightly included or slightly included categories.

4. Carat

Carat measures the weight of the diamond. A diamond’s weight is stated in 

metric carats. One metric carat is two-tenths of a gram — about the weight of a 

small paper clip.

Unlike many things in life, a heavier diamond does not necessarily mean an 

increased value. Other factors, such as cut, can affect the cost of a diamond more 

than the carat.

Keeping the 4Cs in mind, look for a diamond your girlfriend will love and that you 

feel comfortable buying. If you want a larger diamond for a more affordable price, 

you might put less focus on cut or color, for example. Either way, it is helpful to be 

familiar with the 4Cs when making a big purchase, so you do not feel lost when 

you're browsing.

https://www.gia.edu/diamond-quality-factor
https://www.gia.edu/diamond-quality-factor
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What Is the Best Metal for an Engagement Ring?
CHAPTER 4

In this chapter, we will discuss the final most crucial factor in choosing the 

perfect engagement ring for your partner — the metal. Fortunately, there are 

not too many options when it comes to engagement ring metals, so you should 

have an easy time picking the right metal quickly.

It will help immensely to have an idea of the style and diamond you want 

for your ring beforehand, as this will help you choose the best metal for your 

engagement ring. Let’s look at the different engagement ring metals so you can 

choose which one works best according to your budget and desired style.

Gold vs. Platinum Engagement Rings

When you think of an engagement ring, you may imagine either a gold ring, a 

white gold ring or a platinum ring. You may already know which type of metal 

your girlfriend prefers. 

However, you need to take metal into special consideration when buying an 

engagement ring because unlike other pieces of jewelry, your girlfriend might 

wear her engagement ring every day under all kinds of circumstances. With that 

in mind, some metals are easier to maintain than others. So, how do you choose 

between gold or platinum? Here’s what you need to know:
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1. Gold Engagement Rings 

Gold generally comes in three colors: rose, white and yellow. Gold is less 

expensive than platinum, making it a great option to work with for those on 

a budget. A gold engagement ring, whether it is white, yellow or rose, can be 

styled in almost any setting.

Pure gold is too soft to be used alone in jewelry, so it is usually alloyed with 

other metals to make it more durable. Alloys are metallic substances composed 

of two or more elements and are usually produced by melting the mixture of 

ingredients.

Because gold jewelry is an alloy, it is classified by its actual gold content. Jewelers 

use karats, represented by the letter K, to measure purity — not to be confused 

with carats which measure weight.

Rings are most commonly 10K, 14K and 18K. Here is the percentage of gold in 

each according to the International Gem Society (IGS):

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/how-to-buy-an-engagement-ring-engagement-ring-price-guide
https://www.americangemsociety.org/page/preciousmetaljewel
https://www.americangemsociety.org/page/preciousmetaljewel
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/gold-quoted-priced-discussed-jewelry-trade/
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• 10K means 41.66 percent gold.

• 14K means 58.33 percent gold.

• 18K means 75 percent gold.

When calculating the gold content value of a piece of jewelry, a seller will 

consider weight, karat, the daily gold price and labor. The most popular metal for 

engagement rings is 14K gold. A 14K gold ring is more affordable than platinum 

and 18K gold, yet it is very durable and versatile.

Which gold color should you choose? Here are tips to help you decide:

• Yellow gold: As yellow gold looks nice on anyone, it is especially striking 

against olive or darker skin tones. Yellow gold works well with vintage 

style settings and requires little maintenance over time. However, it is 

susceptible to scratches.

• Rose gold: Rose gold is less common and looks amazing with vintage 

styles. It can be combined with other types of gold for an artistic touch, 

and the pinkish hue adds a romantic element. Rose gold works well with 

any skin tone and is highly durable due to a copper alloy. It is usually 

more affordable than other metals, though not as widely available. It is 

also not a hypoallergenic metal.

• White gold: White gold may be the best choice if you like the look of 

platinum but want a more affordable option. White gold is durable, 

complements white diamonds beautifully and looks stunning with 

fair or rosy complexions. White gold engagement rings are usually 

plated with a very thin coating of rhodium to provide a shining white 

appearance. Keep in mind that white gold contains nickel, so it would 

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=yellow+gold+engagement+ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=rose+gold+engagement+ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=rose+gold+engagement+ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=white+gold+engagement+ring
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not be a good choice if your girlfriend has a nickel allergy. 

A beautiful, durable gold engagement ring is perhaps a more affordable option 

than you may have thought.

2. Platinum Engagement Rings

Platinum is the premium metal for engagement rings. It is more valuable, 

heavier and stronger than gold. Platinum also does not tarnish. This highly 

durable, brilliantly shining metal is also highly coveted.

Platinum actually refers to a group of metals, which includes iridium, osmium, 

palladium, rhodium and ruthenium, in addition to platinum itself. Platinum is 

the most abundant of these metals, and all of them except osmium can be used 

in jewelry.

https://mountzjewelers.com/search?type=&q=platinum+engagement+ring
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/fundametals-jewelery-metals-overview/#Platinumhttp://
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Although platinum is more rare than gold, it has been used and admired for its 

strength and beauty for thousands of years. Platinum was used in a variety of 

objects dating back to 700 B.C., and it became a symbol of wealth for celebrities 

in the early 20th century. If you are looking for a luxurious metal to represent 

your enduring love and commitment, platinum is built to last.

At Mountz Jewelers, we offer a stunning variety of gold and platinum 

engagement rings. Contact us today so we can help you choose the best metal 

for your engagement ring.

https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/contact-us
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You might be worrying about how you are going to find your girlfriend's ring size 

without ruining your proposal plans. Have no fear — we’ll show you a few tricks to 

get the right engagement ring sizing and still keep it a surprise:

1. Ask Her Directly

If you ask your girlfriend her ring size, she’ll likely suspect a proposal. However, 

she still won’t know when or how. You might want to ask her directly if you plan 

on buying a ring that may be difficult to resize.  

2. Be Sneaky

Perhaps the easiest way to get her ring size without her knowing is to use a ring 

she already owns. Wait until your girlfriend is not around and check her jewelry 

How Do I Get My Girlfriend’s Ring Size?
CHAPTER 5
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box for a ring you’ve seen her wear on the ring finger of her left hand. Take the 

ring to a jeweler and get her size.

You can also slip the ring on your finger and mark how far the ring goes down 

with a marker. A jeweler may be able to find the right size according to the spot 

you marked.

3. Ask Friends or Family

Chances are, friends or family do not know your girlfriend's ring size. However, it 

might be worth it to ask. 

Maybe a friend or relative has bought her a ring in the past or has handed 

down jewelry to her. Perhaps they share the same ring size. If you do not mind 

revealing your plan to propose to them, it’s worth considering this option if you 

cannot figure out her ring size any other way. 

4. Use a Ring Size Chart 

Take a ring from her jewelry box and match it to a ring size chart. There are 

plenty of free printable ring charts online you can use. All you need to do is print 

out the chart and align it with the different sized rings on the paper.

You might want to use a ring size chart instead of taking a ring to a jeweler if 

there’s a chance your girlfriend will notice her ring missing This can be done 

quickly, too. For example, if your girlfriend often removes her rings while she’s 

washing dishes, you can snatch a ring when she steps away for a moment. 
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Quickly line up the ring on your ring chart and jot down her size. However, keep 

in mind that this method is not as accurate as an actual measurement.

5. Remember That Resizing Is an Option

If sizing does not work out, don’t panic. There is no need to postpone your plans 

or give away any surprises if you are struggling to find out her ring size.

After you’ve proposed, simply take the ring into the jeweler and get it resized. 

The ring should stay on her finger and feel comfortable. It might be a good idea 

to get the ring resized even if it fits, to make sure it fits perfectly. 

Do keep in mind, though, that some rings are limited in how much they can be 

resized. Discuss the possibility of resizing with your jeweler before you purchase 

a ring so you have a better idea of what to expect. At Mountz Jewelers, our expert 

jewelers and goldsmiths are happy to help you determine the best solution for 

you and your significant other regarding ring size.

https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/mountz-jewelers-sizing-or-resizing-ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/blogs/mountz-jewelers/mountz-jewelers-sizing-or-resizing-ring
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/mountz-services
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/mountz-services
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Shop at Mountz Jewelers 
CONCLUSION

Finding an engagement ring your girlfriend will cherish is not as intimidating as it 

might seem. We hope this guide helped relieve some of the pre-shopping jitters 

as you now have a better idea of what style will suit your bride-to-be best. Once 

you’ve figured out your budget and are ready to take the leap, head to a jeweler 

and start the process. You’re sure to realize it is exciting for you, too.

Do you still feel a little uneasy about choosing the perfect engagement ring? Stop 

in at Mountz Jewelers, and we’ll help you through the entire process. Whether you 

know the type of engagement ring you want, would like to browse, or need help 

finding a ring that fits your budget and will make your girlfriend ecstatic, one of 

our jewelry experts will be happy to assist you.

It is our mission to provide every customer with an incredible shopping 

experience. We understand how important it is to find an engagement ring your 

girlfriend is sure to love and that fits her personality and finger perfectly. 

https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/mountz-mission
https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/mountz-mission
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We also understand that choosing the ideal ring can be overwhelming because 

there is so much to consider. That’s what we are here for.

If you’re ready to start your journey with a partner you can’t wait to love for a 

lifetime, stop in at one of our three Central PA locations today or browse our 

online store!

https://mountzjewelers.com/pages/locations
https://mountzjewelers.com/
https://mountzjewelers.com/
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