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Kali Kalo
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and illustrated by Emilio Urberuaga.

Kali Kalo was the happiest of all boats. It was Captain Jack’s boat, and Captain Jack 
was the best sailor ever. He was always jolly, and always kind!  Whenever he came 
back from a fishing trip, he always gave a few fish from his catch to the seagulls 
and dolphins.
Kali Kalo was proud of to have a captain like Captain Jack… but Captain Jack had a 
problem: he enjoyed drinking fizzy drink a bit too much. And when he drank
too much, he got a bit silly!
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One night, on his way back from a fishing trip, Captain Jack drank too much!  
He had a whole bottle of fizzy drink all to himself! So, when he arrived at the port, 
his boat, Kali Kalo, was sailing in a zigzag pattern and had a hard time getting into its 
spot on the dock. 
Once on land, Captain Jack had trouble tying the rope that kept the boat from 
floating away. 
When he finally finished the knot, it wasn’t very tight and that made Kali Kalo worried.
Later, the sky turned black and a big storm came.  All the boats at the port rattled 
about like walnut shells…
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The waves grew bigger and bigger.
And then… it happened. The rope came undone and Kali Kalo drifted into the 
open sea. Very soon, Kali Kalo was being tossed around on the waves like a toy. 
Further and further it was drifting into the sea.  Kali Kalo tried its best not to drift 
away, but what could a poor little boat do without anyone to steer him?
Ah, if only Captain Jack was there! But Captain Jack was at the pub!
Poor Kali Kalo bounced on the waves like a cork, terrified that the current might drag 
it towards the terrible reefs… A dangerous spot for boats with horribly sharp rocks.
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The waves pushed Kali Kalo closer and closer 
to the deadly reefs. He set off his alarm in terror. 
“Booooom! Booooom!”

A seagull flying over the waves heard the call 
for help. “What’s wrong, Kali Kalo?” she cried out. 
“Where’s your captain?”
Kali Kalo explained, “Booooom! Booooom! 

My captain is at the pub. I’m done for! The wind 
is pushing me to the rocks!”

The seagull landed on the helm and tried to steer the 
boat, “We need to get you back to port!”
With great skill, the seagull avoided the rocks just in time.
“Phew!” sighed Kali Kalo. “That was close! We were only 
a few metres away from them. But… but what am I going 
to do? The wind is pushing me out further and further. 
I’ll never see the port again!”
“Don’t worry,” the seagull said. 
“I’ll go get help from some friends.”
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Kali Kalo

With her pointy beak, the seagull made some funny little cries. 
Suddenly, two big dolphins leapt up in front of the boat.
“Catch these,” the seagull shouted as it tossed two ropes 
towards them. 
“We need to tow Kali Kalo back to the port.”
Straight away, each dolphin picked up a rope with its mouth 
and began pulling Kali Kalo to the shore.
The wind died away and the storm calmed down.
While the seagull steered, the dolphins kept pulling and pulling…
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Meanwhile, Captain Jack had finished his fizzy drink and was ready to leave the 
pub.  When he stepped outside and saw the sky all black, and heard the wind 
roaring, he snapped to attention right away. 
“I need to check on Kali Kalo!” he thought.
Quickly, he ran to the dock. But Kali Kalo was no longer there!  The spot was empty. 
Captain Jack cried. It was all his fault!  But suddenly, Booooom! Booooom! 

The boat’s alarm echoed…
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THE END

Kali Kalo

Good heavens! There was his Kali Kalo, returning to the port, pulled by 
two dolphins and steered by a seagull!
When the boat arrived at the dock, one of the dolphins threw the rope to 
Captain Jack who tied it as tightly as he could.  Then he hugged Kali Kalo.  
“Fizzy drink makes me silly, and maybe that wasn’t such a good idea,” 
thought Captain Jack. “I promise to you, my dear Kali Kalo, that from now on, 
I will pay attention to all of my knots, especially the ones that 
keep you safe with me!”
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