
Ernest the dancing bear
A story written by Anne Clotilde and 
illustrated by Éric Gasté.

Ernest the bear dances all day long.
He starts with a warm-up … 
One, two, three, four

Then he stretches …
five, six, seven, eight.
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Ernest the dancing bear

He balances on the tips of his toes … 
One, two, three, four 

Then he leaps, jumps, and pirouettes… 
five, six, seven, eight.

Even in his bed, 
Ernest is dancing because 
he dreams of becoming 
a dancer.
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One morning, Ernest goes to buy a tutu.
“You are too big!” says the shopkeeper.

Ernest doesn’t want to dance by himself anymore. 
He wants to learn at a dance school. 
But the other students say, “He’s t… too sc… sc… scary!”

And the teacher says, “He stands out too much!” 

Next, he goes to buy dance shoes.
“Your claws are too sharp!” 
says the salesman.
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Tonight, Ernest goes to the theatre 
to watch Swan Lake, a beautiful ballet.
“He’s too tall! I can’t see anything!” 
the other people grumble.

Ernest leaves before the end of the 
show. He feels sad, sad, sad. 
“Too big, too tall, too scary… 

I’m always too much.”
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Ernest returns to the forest. 
He dances to express his sadness, 
all alone in the middle of a clearing 
in the forest. 
Or is he all alone… Perhaps, not quite.

Ernest asks the squirrel, “Are you crying? 
Are you sad too?”
“No,” answers the squirrel, “but your 
dance is so sad! It made me cry. 
Can you do a happy dance?”
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So, Ernest does a dance that warms the heart 
with joy, shapes the lips into a smile, and makes 
the eyes sparkle with wonder… 
When he finishes his dance, everyone cheers, 
“Splendid! Bravo! Encore! Encore!”
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Every night, Ernest comes to dance for his friends in the clearing.
Every time, more and more animals come to see him. 
One evening, the director of the theatre comes to see him. 
The director is so impressed by his dancing that…
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… he invites Ernest to dance on the stage at the theatre.
When he dances, Ernest is light on his feet. 
He looks like a bird soaring into the sky. He soars so high. 
It’s as if he is among the stars and everyone watching is going 
along with him!

THE END
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