
The chick that came 
from the cold
A story written and 
illustrated by Rémi Courgeon.

Our holiday had come to an end. 

We had just arrived home. Dad frowned

as he checked the mail. Mum frowned 

as she looked at her petunias. And me? 

I was delighted to see my bedroom again! 

But then I heard a weird noise from the 

kitchen. Tick tick tick tick tack…

It sounded like someone knitting inside 

the fridge.
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Slowly, I opened the fridge door and 

found a shivering yellow chick. How 

adorable! “Dad! Mum!” I shouted. 

“Come and see!” My parents usually 

have an explanation for everything, 

but this time, they were puzzled.

Dad is a doctor, so he examined 

the bird. “It’s incredible that this egg 

hatched, even though it’s so cold in 

there!” Mum said, “Look. He ate all 

the butter!” Dad continued, “His 

heartbeat is regular, his eyes look 

bright, his breath smells fresh. He’s in 

tip-top shape!”
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I was so happy when my parents agreed to let me 

keep the chick as a pet, especially since they said no 

when I asked for a dog, an iguana, and a guinea pig. 

I named my little chick Fridge. The name fit him 
nicely.

But things did not go so well in the next few days. 

Fridge didn’t like the heat. Maybe he would be 

happier inside the icebox… but it was too dark in 

there, and that made him sad. Maybe a belt made 

of ice cubes would keep him cool, but it melted too 

quickly and made a watery mess. Maybe some ice 

chips and frozen food would cool him off, but that 

was no good either. 

Fridge was not well. He was not well at all.

Me Elsa, 

you Fridge!
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Dad examined him again. “It’s very strange indeed. 

It looks like our weather is too warm for him. 

I know what to do. Let’s send him to the South 

Pole, where it’s always cold. He can stay with my 

friend Professor Breeze, a veterinarian 

that looks after penguins. 

I’ll call him right away.”

Okay!
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It was hard for me to say goodbye to Fridge, but there was no choice. 

Dad explained that he might not survive if he stayed here with us. 

So we put him on a plane to the freezing land of penguins. 

Professor Breeze promised to send us news about Fridge.
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Every day, I kept a lookout for 

news about my chick. 

Two weeks later, I found a 

beautiful thick envelope with a 

cool stamp from the South Pole 

in our mailbox, full of good news. 

Mum read the letter out to me, 

“Fridge arrived in the South Pole 

safely. The penguins welcomed 

him with open wings. Fridge has 

learned the Penguin’s language. 

These days, they live and play 

together happily!”

BORGENS SMITH MILLER FAWN

PROUST KAZAN
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Later, Professor Breeze sent lots of photos. 

I could see that Fridge was growing up. At first, 
he was a chick. Then, he became a chicken. 

And then, he became a rooster! He was the most 

handsome bird in the flock.
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One day, I received some big news! 

Fridge had found a beautiful penguin 

sweetheart. The two of them were 

going to hatch an egg! I was very 

excited and wondered, “Will it be a 

boy or a girl?”

THE END
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