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Criss-cross is a top down, two skein pattern that creates a shallow crescent shawl.  If you are using a thinner 

4 ply yarn then you may want to crochet the extension given on page 4. 

Materials: 2 x 100g/350m skeins of Shorelines & Strata - Limestone (85% Poll Dorset/ 15% Hebridean) 4 ply 

by TJ Frog (www.tjfrog.co.uk) 

G/6 hook (UK 4mm) 

Two place markers 

Tapestry needle 

Gauge:  

Unblocked solid section (htr) measures 18 sts/ 14.5 rows over 10cm & blocked measures 16 sts/ 13 rows over 

10cm. 

Finished sizes: Unblocked dimensions of 41cm at deepest part and 156cm for top edge of shawl. 

Blocked depth of 44cm at deepest part and 163cm for top edge.  During blocking the shawl was pinned out 

to a depth of 47cm and a top edge width of 165cm.  

Time to make: Approximately 16 hours to crochet. 

The Criss-cross shawl has solid sections, formed with half treble crochets and lattice work created with a 

series of chains and slip stitches.   The solid and lattice sections appear three times overall, with increases 

at both the beginning and end of each row (the extended pattern includes a fourth solid section). 

Pattern construction:

Crocheting Criss-cross 

Stitches & abbreviations:
ch - chain   ch-sp - chain space   hdc - half double crochet (UK half treble)  pm - place marker   rep - 

repeat   sc - single crochet (UK double crochet)   ss - slip stitch  starting hdc - starting 

half double crochet  (UK starting half treble crochet)   starting sc - starting single crochet (UK starting 

double crochet)  st(s) - stitch(es)   dc - double crochet (UK treble)   * - marks the start of a repeat sequence 

Starting single crochet = at the end of previous row take the hook out and place it back through the loop 

from the opposite side, turn, draw the loop up a little to extend it, sc into first st.  This is an alternative to 

turning chains and gives a more elastic edge to your work which is better suited to shawls. Place mark 1st st. 

Starting half double crochet = at the end of previous row take the hook out and place it back through the 

loop from the opposite side, turn, draw the loop up a little to extend it, sc into first st.  Place hook in left leg 

of sc st just made (at the front of the st, not the top), yrh, pull up a loop, yrh, pull through both loops.  This is 

an alternative to turning chains. Place mark 1st st.
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Supporting information

Video tutorial available at: https://tinyurl.com/y732e382 2

https://tjfrog.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/y732e382


Ch 6 (4 plus 2 for turning ch). 

Section 1 Block 

Row 1: 2hdc in 3rd ch from hook, pm 1st st (top of turning ch) (pm 1st st of every row throughout), 2hdc in 

next 2 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn (as part of starting hdc of next row). (10 sts) 

Row 2: Starting hdc, pm, 2hdc in same st (see photo 1), 1hdc in each st to final st, 3hdc in final st (see 

photo 2), turn (as part of starting hdc of next row. (14 sts) 

Rows 3–15: Rep Row 2. (Row 3/ 18 sts, Row 4/ 22 sts, Row 5/ 26 sts, Row 6/ 30 sts, Row 7/ 34 sts, Row 8/ 

38 sts, Row 9/ 42 sts, Row 10/ 46 sts, Row 11 /50 sts, Row 12/ 54 sts, Row 13/ 58 sts, Row 14/ 62 sts, Row 

15/ 66 sts) 

Section 1 Lattice 

Row 16: Starting sc, 2sc in same st, 6ch, skip next 3 sts, *1ss in st, 6ch (see photo 3), skip 3sts; rep from * to 

2nd from last st, 1sc in next st, 3sc in final st, turn. (102 sts – 7sc/ 15ss/ 16 6ch-sp) 

Row 17: starting sc, 2sc in same st, 1sc in 2nd st, 6ch, *ss into middle hdc from Row 15 (each 6ch and ss in 

Row 16 created an arch and skipped 3hdcs from Row 15, you are now utilising the middle of those 3hdcs 

which is being referred to as the “middle hdc from Row 15”).  Make sure that you keep the 6ch arch from 

Row 16 to the back and work the ss from the front (see photo 4), 6ch; rep from * to 2nd from last st, 1sc, 3sc 

in final st, turn. (109 sts – 8sc/ 16ss/ 17 6ch-sp) 

Row 18: starting sc, 2sc in same st, 1sc in next 3 sts, 1ch, 1sc in ch-sp created final arch from Row 17 (see

photo 5 - this is now the arch at the back), *1ch, 1sc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 16 (this is now the arch 

at the front), 1ch, 1sc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 17 (this is the arch at the back); rep from * until you 

have created a sc in each of the remaining 30 arches which should finish on an arch at the back of your 

work from Row 17, 1sc in next 3 sts, 3sc in final st, turn. (78 sts – 45sc/ 33ch) 

Section 2 Block

Row 19: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each of next 5 sts, * 1hdc in next st, 1hdc in ch-sp; rep from * 

until final ch-sp has been worked, 1hdc in next 5 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn. (82 sts) 

Row 20: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each st to final st, 3hdc in final st, turn. (86 sts) 

Rows 21–36: Rep Row 20. (Row 21/ 90 sts, Row 22/ 94sts, Row 23/ 98 sts, Row 24/ 102 sts, Row 25/ 106 

sts, Row 26/ 110 sts, Row 27/ 114 sts, Row 28/ 118 sts, Row 29/ 122 sts, Row 30/ 126 sts, Row 31/ 130 sts, 

Row 32/ 134 sts, Row 33/ 138 sts, Row 34/ 142 sts, Row 35/ 146 sts, Row 36/ 150 sts) 

Section 2 Lattice 

Row 37: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 7ch, skip next 3 sts, *1ss in st, 7ch, skip next 3 sts; rep from * to 2nd 

from last st, 1hdc in next st, 3hdc in final st, turn. (302 sts – 7hdc/ 36ss/ 37 7ch-sp) 

Row 38: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in 2nd st, 7ch, *ss into middle hdc from Row 36 (each 7ch and 

ss in Row 37 created an arch and skipped 3hdc from Row 36, you are now utilising the middle of the 3hdcs 

which is being referred to as the “middle hdc from Row 36”).  Make sure that you keep the 7ch arch from 

Row 37 to the back and work the ss from the front (see photo 6), 7ch; rep from * to 2nd from last st, 1hdc in 

next st, 3hdc in final st, turn. (311 sts – 8hdc/ 37ss/ 38 7ch-sp) 

Row 39: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in next 3 sts, 1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp created by the final arch from

Row 38 (this is the arch now at the back), *1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 37 (this is the arch now 

at the front), 1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 38 (this is the arch at the back); rep from * until you 

have created a hdc in each of the remaining 72 arches which should finish on an arch at the back of your 

work from Row 38, 1hdc in next 3 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn. (162 sts – 87hdc/ 75ch) 

To make Criss-cross: 
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Section 3 Block 

Row 40: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each of next 5 sts, * 1hdc in next st, 1hdc in ch-sp; rep 

from * until final ch-sp has been worked, 1hdc in next 5 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn. (166 sts)

Row 41: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each st to final st, 3hdc in final st, turn. (170 sts) 

Rows 42–60: Rep Row 41. (Row 42/ 174 sts, Row 43/ 178 sts, Row 44/ 182 sts, Row 45/ 186 sts, Row 46/ 

190 sts, Row 47/ 194 sts, Row 48/ 198 sts, Row 49/ 202 sts, Row 50/ 206 sts, Row 51/ 210 sts, Row 52/ 

214 sts, Row 53/ 218 sts, Row 54/ 222 sts, Row 55/ 226 sts, Row 56/ 230 sts, Row 57/ 234 sts, Row 

58/ 238 sts, Row 59/242 sts, Row 60/ 246 sts) 

Section 3 Lattice 

Row 61: 3ch (counts as a st), 2dc in 1st st (same st as 3ch), 8ch, skip next 3 sts, *1ss in st, 8ch, skip next 3 

sts; rep from * to 2nd from last st, 1dc in next st, 3dc in final st, turn. (616 sts – 7dc/ 60ss/ 61 8ch-sp) 

Row 62: 3ch (counts as a st), 2dc in 1st st (same st as 3ch), 1dc in 2nd st, 8ch, *ss into middle hdc from 

Row 60 (each 8ch and ss in Row 61 created an arch and skipped 3hdcs from Row 60, you are now 

utilising the middle of the 3hdcs which is being referred to as the “middle hdc from Row 60”).  Make sure 

that you keep the 8ch arch from Row 61 to the back and work the ss from the front, 8ch; rep from * to 

2nd from last st, 1dc in next st, 3dc in final st, turn. (627 sts – 8dc/ 61ss/ 62 8ch-sp) 

Row 63: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in next 3 sts, 1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp created by the final arch 

from Row 62 (this is the arch now at the back), *1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 61 (this is the 

arch now at the front), 1ch, 1hdc in ch-sp of next arch from Row 62 (this is the arch at the back); rep 

from * until you have created a hdc in each of the remaining 120 arches which should finish on an arch 

at the back of your work, 1hdc in next 3 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn. (258 sts – 135hdc/ 123ch) 

Row 64: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each of next 5 sts, * 1hdc in next st, 1hdc in ch-sp; rep 

from * until final ch-sp has been worked, 1hdc in next 5 sts, 3hdc in final st, turn. (262 sts) 

Cut yarn and fasten off.  Weave ends in after blocking. 

Rows 1 - 64 should use most of the 200g if you are using 350m/100g skeins.  If you are using a 

thinner 4 ply yarn (375m/100g - 425m/100g) then you may want to continue the pattern as 

follows: 

Extension - Section 4 Block 

If you have yarn left, you may want to continue. Rows 65 - 78 equate to a further 14 rows which 

balances with Section 1 Block, but feel free to add as many rows as you like.  If you aren't sure that you 

will have enough yarn to finish an entire row, measure out 12 row spans with your yarn.  If you have 12 x 

the length of your row left over, then you should have enough yarn to complete an entire row of half 

double crochets.  The extended rows will take approximately six hours to crochet (22 hours in total to 

complete the shawl). 

Row 65: starting hdc, 2hdc in same st, 1hdc in each st to final st, 3hdc in final st, turn. (266 sts) 

Rows 66–78: Rep Row 65. (Row 66/ 270 sts, Row 67/ 274 sts, Row 68/ 278 sts, Row 69/ 282 sts, Row 

70/ 286 sts, Row 71/ 290 sts, Row 72/ 294 sts, Row 73/ 298 sts, Row 74/ 302 sts, Row 75/ 306 sts, Row 

76/ 310 sts, Row 77/ 314 sts, Row 78/ 318 sts). 

The second version of Criss-cross was crocheted with Green Elelephant Yarns which is a slightly thinner 

4 ply at 425m per 100g in 75% Superwash Merino/25% Nylon and colourway Gym Nut (see photos at 

top of page 5). 

Unblocked gauge for this version of the shawl was 18 sts and 16 rows over 10cm and crocheting up to the 

end of 78 used a total of 168g/693m.  Compare this to the Shorelines & Strata wool which is 350m/100g

and unblocked tension of 18sts and 14.5 rows per 10cm.  The initial version of the shawl was crocheted to 

Row 64 and used 187g/655m.  Both were crocheted with a G/6 hook. 
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Wet Blocking your Criss-cross 

Although the shawl has a nice curve at the bottom, it may look like a mountain range at the top (less so if you 

did starting double and half treble crochets instead of turning chains). Don’t worry, wet blocking will sort this 

out; here's how to get a beautifully shaped shawl: 

1 – Soak in luke-warm water that has wool soap in it for 20 minutes.   

2 – Rinse the shawl out and gently squeeze out as much water as you can with your hands – do not wring or 

twist the shawl. 

3 – Place the shawl into a towel, roll it up and stand on it to drive the excess water from the wool. 

4 – Pin out, following the numbers in the photo below.  You can pin your project onto a larger towel on the 

carpet or a spare bed but I much prefer to use proper blocking mats and pins for a more accurate finished 

shawl.  I used 200 x size 4 pins and three large blocking mats to block Criss-cross out (the extended version 

required four mats). 

5 – As your shawl dries, it will contract.  Move the pins in slightly to avoid a bevelled edge.   

If you need further guidance on wet blocking, I have pulled together 'Wet blocking your wollens: a 

comprehensive guide' as a YouTube video available from my KNIT IT - HOOK IT - CRAFT IT channel.

Wool bars, pins and blocking mats are all available from www.knitit-hookit-craftit.com
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This pattern was 

tech edited 

by Deb at - 

tjfrogskye findmeknitting

r
faydhdesigns &  

use #crisscross & #faydhdesigns 
Yarn support 

was given by 

Tania at - Fay Dashper-Hughes Designs & MaDashper 

Reproduction in whole or part of all material, including illustrations in this pattern is strictly forbidden.  The design is copyrighted and must not be crocheted for re- 

sale. Reproduction of this publication is protected by copyright and is sold on the condition that it is used for non-commercial purposes.  ©Criss-cross pattern/content 

copyright of Fay Dashper-Hughes 2017  ©Photographs and design layout copyright of Fay Dashper-Hughes 2017 

Sourced via www.nounproject.com under a Creative Commons Licence: clock by Kokopako; yarn by Arthur Shlain; hook by Gemma Evans & tape measure by Cristiano Zoucas.   
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up to Row 64 extended up to Row 78

Many thanks to Liz Conroy for test crocheting this pattern
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