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Dear precious friend,

Welcome to your very own A Girl After God’s Own Heart® Bible. I 
am so excited for you as you begin this new adventure in God’s Word! 
By spending some time each day discovering its many life-changing 
messages, you will get to know God better and continue to grow into 
the beautiful person He created you to be. Yes, you can be confident 
that reading the Bible can make a big difference in your life. Here are a 
few reasons why.

First, the Bible claims to be written by God. No other book in the 
whole world can make this claim. The first part of the Bible, called the 
Old Testament, states more than 2,000 times that the Bible is the Word 
of God. And the second part of the Bible, called the New Testament, 
states more than 40 times that the Bible is the Word of God.

Another reason why your Bible is so special is that the Bible is 
indestructible. In other words, the Bible is everlasting, permanent, 
and forever. This means that no one has ever been able to destroy the 
Bible! Over the last 2,000 years, there have been many people and 
nations who have tried to keep people like you from reading the Bible 
and learning its truths. It is just like the Bible says about itself: “The 
grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands 
forever” (Isaiah 40:8).

A SPECIAL ENCOURAGEMENT FROM
Elizabeth George



v

What issues, problems, worries, or concerns are you facing today? 
Pick up your Bible and spend some time reading God’s Word. The 
answers you need are in your Bible and will lead you and guide you 
to discover everything you need to live a life that honors God (2 Peter 
1:3). No other book can make these claims.

Before you begin your adventure in your very own Bible, I want to 
give you three words of encouragement.

First, be patient. You may not understand some of the things you 
are reading, but whatever you do, keep taking in what you can. God 
wants you to know Him.

Second, ask others for help if you don’t understand what you are 
reading. Keep asking until you have answers.

Third, don’t give up. It takes time to learn to play a musical 
instrument, or to become good at a sport, or to learn a foreign 
language. So don’t give up on your goals and your desire to grow in 
your knowledge of God.

My dear friend, you are so special to me! As you begin your 
journey through God’s Word, I will be praying for you. I will be praying 
that you have ears to hear and a heart that is wide open to God. I am 
praying right now that you will enjoy every moment you spend with 
your Lord and Savior in His Word.
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How to Use This Bible

Here are some special features you’ll find in  
A Girl After God’s Own Heart® Bible.

A short introduction to every book of the Bible 
explaining what it’s about and highlighting some 
of its main lessons. These will help you discover 

important truths God teaches us in His Word.

Where to Find It
Mordecai’s care for Esther ....................................... Esther 2:5– 7

Haman’s plot against the Jews .............................. Esther 3:8– 9

Esther’s purpose: to be queen  

“for just such a time as this” ............................... Esther 4:14

Esther’s courage: “If I must die, I must die” ........ Esther 4:16

The Feast of Purim .................................................... Esther 9:20– 24

LESSONS LEARNED FROM ESTHER

Even when you have problems, trust in God.

Even when life is difficult, serve God and His people.

God’s protective hand is always present,  
even when it is not visible.

Speaking up for your beliefs requires courage.

God has prepared every one of His  
people— including you— for a special purpose.

Dear Lord, please give me courage to  

speak up for my beliefs and be willing  

to suffer the consequences.

Prayer

ESTHER is one of two books in the Bible named 

after a woman (the other one is Ruth). Esther was 

a faithful and courageous Jewish orphan who 

became queen of the vast Persian Empire. She 

risked her life to save the Jewish people from  

an evil plot to destroy them all.

Theme: Preservation | Date Written: 450 – 431 BC

Author: Unknown | Setting: The court of Persia

Esther
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Fifty biographical notes about women and girls in 
the Bible. Each story helps you see how you can get 

to know God better and follow Him every day.

Joanna and Susanna
GIVING BACK

Do you give thanks to the Lord for all that is good in your life? 
And do you give something back to show your thanks?

Meet two women, Susanna and Joanna, whom Jesus touched with 
His healing hand.

Both of these women knew from experience that “the Lord is good” 
(Psalm 34:8). How does someone thank God for the miracle of healing? 
These two women gave money to support Jesus’ ministry, which had 
blessed them.

Now think about what you can give as you read God’s principles for 
your giving:

• Give freely—“Give as freely as you have received” (Matthew 10:8)!
• Give bountifully—“The one who plants generously will get a 

generous crop” (2 Corinthians 9:6).
• Give cheerfully—“You must each decide in your heart how 

much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 
pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully’” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).

Ask God and your parents about what you can do for others. Ask 
Him to show you ways you can be more generous. Giving back can be 
as simple as volunteering your time or helping a friend in need. Most of 
all, give from your heart!

Check It Out: God does not need your money, 
but He does need your heart to be willing to give.

Main Text: Luke 8:3; 23:55–24:12
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More than a hundred 
brief devotions and 
prayers that will help 
you grow deeper in 
your relationship  
with God.

Explanations of the 
Bible’s teaching 
on friendship, 
your identity, peer 
pressure, and dozens 
of other topics that 
are important for you.
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ordered him to go to Mordecai and find out 
what was troubling him and why he was in 
mourning. 6So Hathach went out to Mordecai 
in the square in front of the palace gate.

7Mordecai told him the whole story, includ-
ing the exact amount of money Haman had 
promised to pay into the royal treasury for 
the destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai gave 
Hathach a copy of the decree issued in Susa 
that called for the death of all Jews. He asked 
Hathach to show it to Esther and explain the 
situation to her. He also asked Hathach to di-
rect her to go to the king to beg for mercy and 
plead for her people. 9So Hathach returned to 
Esther with Mordecai’s message.

10Then Esther told Hathach to go back and 
relay this message to Mordecai: 11“All the king’s 

Mordecai Requests Esther’s Help

4When Mordecai learned about all that had 
been done, he tore his clothes, put on burlap 

and ashes, and went out into the city, crying with 
a loud and bitter wail. 2He went as far as the gate 
of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter the 
palace gate while wearing clothes of mourning. 
3And as news of the king’s decree reached all the 
provinces, there was great mourning among the 
Jews. They fasted, wept, and wailed, and many 
people lay in burlap and ashes.

4When Queen Esther’s maids and eunuchs 
came and told her about Mordecai, she was 
deeply distressed. She sent clothing to him to 
replace the burlap, but he refused it. 5Then Es-
ther sent for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs 
who had been appointed as her attendant. She 

Your Purpose
Thinking and living according to the truths in the Bible will help you live 
out God’s purposes. To figure out your own purpose, just start doing 
things for others and for God! Here are a few ideas:

 1. You are to be salt (Matthew 5:13). Salt makes food taste better 
and makes meals even more enjoyable. Being “salt” in the 
world means showing unbelievers the joy that is possible in 
knowing God’s Son and living for Him.

 2. You are to be light (Matthew 5:14). As a child of God, you 
are to shine with a radiance that comes from the presence of 
Jesus in your heart.

 3. You are to make a difference in the world . . . and for eternity 
(John 17:6– 18). You are to be a witness of Jesus and for Jesus 
“to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

God wants you, a girl after His own heart, to live out His purposes 
for you. He wants you to be a walking advertisement for Jesus. Each day 
ask yourself, What can I do today to live out God’s purposes? Then do it!

Learn More: Deuteronomy 13:4; Matthew 5:43– 48;  
Acts 11:23; Romans 12:2

What God Says About . . . 
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Persia. 3Mordecai the Jew became the prime 
minister, with authority next to that of King 
Xerxes himself. He was very great among the 
Jews, who held him in high esteem, because he 
continued to work for the good of his  people 
and to speak up for the welfare of all their 
descendants.

The Greatness of Xerxes and Mordecai

10King Xerxes imposed a tribute through-
out his empire, even to the distant 

coastlands. 2His great achievements and the 
full account of the greatness of Mordecai, 
whom the king had promoted, are recorded in 
The Book of the History of the Kings of Media and 

TRUE BEAUTY  
NEVER FADES

Esther 9:29– 32

We live in a world where image matters. But Proverbs 
31:30 tells us, “Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not 
last; but a woman who fears the Lord will be praised.”

Queen Esther was praised not only for her beauty  
(Esther 2:7) but also for her faith in God, her wisdom,  

and her dedication to save God’s people.

Your faith in God, your wisdom, and your commitment  
to God’s purposes make you beautiful in God’s eyes,  

which is a beauty that never fades.

Lord, I want to be beautiful in Your  
eyes, to love You and serve You, to  

do what You ask of me. Amen.
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Dozens of highlighted 
verses with one-line 
applications. You can turn 
to these again and again to 
grow spiritually strong and 
to be encouraged in your 
everyday life. You could 
even memorize some!

1302 • John 3

not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him.

18“There is no judgment against anyone 

3:13 Some manuscripts add who lives in heaven. “Son of Man” is a title  Jesus used for himself. 3:15 Or everyone who 
believes will have eternal life in him. 3:16 Or For God loved the world so much that he gave. 

8The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as 
you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it 
comes from or where it is going, so you can’t 
explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

9“How are these things possible?” Nicode-
mus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish 
teacher, and yet you don’t understand these 
things? 11I assure you, we tell you what we 
know and have seen, and yet you won’t be-
lieve our testimony. 12But if you don’t believe 
me when I tell you about earthly things, how 
can you possibly believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone to 
heaven and returned. But the Son of Man* 
has come down from heaven. 14And as Moses 
lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the 

wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15so that everyone who believes in him 
will have eternal life.*

16“For this is how God loved the world: He 
gave* his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. 17God sent his Son into the world 

LOVE IS A CHOICE
John 3:16

John 3:16 shows the whole world the most important  
act of love ever: “This is how God loved the world: He 
gave his one and only Son.” This amazing love was not 
expressed out of emotion— it was an act of God’s will!

Simply stated, love is a choice. It’s an act of your heart.  
A planned effort. God gives you the grace to love others, 

starting with your own family and friends and  
extending to every person you meet.

God, I can never thank You enough for  
sending Your Son to show me what  

true love is. I’m so glad I  
belong to You! Amen.

John 3:16
God loves us so much! God’s Son gave 
His life so we can live with Him forever.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

  EsthEr 8–9 • 617

linen and purple. And the people of Susa cel-
ebrated the new decree. 16The Jews were filled 
with joy and gladness and were honored every-
where. 17In every province and city, wherever 
the king’s decree arrived, the Jews rejoiced and 
had a great celebration and declared a public 
festival and holiday. And many of the people 
of the land became Jews themselves, for they 
feared what the Jews might do to them.

The Victory of the Jews

9So on March 7* the two decrees of the king 
were put into effect. On that day, the en-

emies of the Jews had hoped to overpower 
them, but quite the opposite happened. It was 
the Jews who overpowered their enemies. 2The 
Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the 
king’s provinces to attack anyone who tried 
to harm them. But no one could make a stand 
against them, for everyone was afraid of them. 
3And all the nobles of the provinces, the highest 
officers, the governors, and the royal officials 
helped the Jews for fear of Mordecai. 4For Mor-
decai had been promoted in the king’s palace, 
and his fame spread throughout all the prov-
inces as he became more and more powerful.

5So the Jews went ahead on the appointed 
day and struck down their enemies with the 
sword. They killed and annihilated their ene-
mies and did as they pleased with those who 
hated them. 6In the fortress of Susa itself, 
the Jews killed 500 men. 7They also killed 
Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8Poratha, 

that reverses the orders of Haman son of Ham-
medatha the Agagite, who ordered that Jews 
throughout all the king’s provinces should be 
destroyed. 6For how can I endure to see my peo-
ple and my family slaughtered and destroyed?”

7Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther 
and Mordecai the Jew, “I have given Esther the 
property of Haman, and he has been impaled 
on a pole because he tried to destroy the Jews. 
8Now go ahead and send a message to the Jews 
in the king’s name, telling them whatever you 
want, and seal it with the king’s signet ring. 
But remember that whatever has already been 
written in the king’s name and sealed with his 
signet ring can never be revoked.”

9So on June 25* the king’s secretaries were 
summoned, and a decree was written exactly 
as Mordecai dictated. It was sent to the Jews 
and to the highest officers, the governors, and 
the nobles of all the 127 provinces stretching 
from India to Ethiopia.* The decree was writ-
ten in the scripts and languages of all the peo-
ples of the empire, including that of the Jews. 
10The decree was written in the name of King 
Xerxes and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 
Mordecai sent the dispatches by swift messen-
gers, who rode fast horses especially bred for 
the king’s service.

11The king’s decree gave the Jews in every 
city authority to unite to defend their lives. 
They were allowed to kill, slaughter, and an-
nihilate anyone of any nationality or province 
who might attack them or their children and 
wives, and to take the property of their ene-
mies. 12The day chosen for this event through-
out all the provinces of King Xerxes was March 
7 of the next year.*

13A copy of this decree was to be issued as 
law in every province and proclaimed to all 
peoples, so that the Jews would be ready to take 
revenge on their enemies on the appointed day. 
14So urged on by the king’s command, the mes-
sengers rode out swiftly on fast horses bred for 
the king’s service. The same decree was also 
proclaimed in the fortress of Susa.

15Then Mordecai left the king’s presence, 
wearing the royal robe of blue and white, the 
great crown of gold, and an outer cloak of fine 

8:9a Hebrew on the twenty- third day of the third month, the month of Sivan, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This 
day was June 25, 474 b.c.; also see note on 2:16. 8:9b Hebrew to Cush. 8:12 Hebrew the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. The date selected was March 7, 473 b.c.; also see 
note on 2:16. 9:1 Hebrew on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, of the ancient Hebrew lunar 
calendar. This day was March 7, 473 b.c.; also see note on 2:16. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
The book of Esther never 
mentions God’s name, but 
it is easy to see His activity 
throughout the story.

Hundreds of interesting 
facts about people, places, 
and things to help you get to 
know the world of the Bible.

Notes on more than  
150 key concepts from the 
Bible that will help you 
plant these truths deep  
in your heart.
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hearts through faith. 10So why are you now 
challenging God by burdening the Gentile be-
lievers* with a yoke that neither we nor our 
ancestors were able to bear? 11We believe that 
we are all saved the same way, by the unde-
served grace of the Lord  Jesus.”

12Everyone listened quietly as Barnabas 
and Paul told about the miraculous signs and 
wonders God had done through them among 
the Gentiles.

13When they had finished, James stood and 
said, “Brothers, listen to me. 14Peter* has told 
you about the time God first visited the Gen-
tiles to take from them a people for himself. 
15And this conversion of Gentiles is exactly 
what the prophets predicted. As it is written:

 16 ‘Afterward I will return
and restore the fallen house* of David.

I will rebuild its ruins
and restore it,

 17 so that the rest of humanity might seek 
the Lord,

including the Gentiles— 
all those I have called to be mine.

The Lord has spoken— 
 18 he who made these things known so 

long ago.’*

19“And so my judgment is that we should 
not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are 
turning to God. 20Instead, we should write and 
tell them to abstain from eating food offered 
to idols, from sexual immorality, from eating 
the meat of strangled animals, and from con-
suming blood. 21For these laws of Moses have 
been preached in Jewish synagogues in every 
city on every Sabbath for many generations.”

The Letter for Gentile Believers
22Then the apostles and elders together with 
the whole church in Jerusalem chose dele-
gates, and they sent them to Antioch of Syria 
with Paul and Barnabas to report on this deci-
sion. The men chosen were two of the church 
leaders*— Judas (also called Barsabbas) and 
Silas. 23This is the letter they took with them:

“This letter is from the apostles and elders, 
your brothers in Jerusalem. It is written 

and Barnabas disagreed with them, arguing 
vehemently. Finally, the church decided to 
send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, accom-
panied by some local believers, to talk to the 
apostles and elders about this question. 3The 
church sent the delegates to Jerusalem, and 
they stopped along the way in Phoenicia 
and Samaria to visit the believers. They told 
them— much to everyone’s joy— that the 
Gentiles, too, were being converted.

4When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barna-
bas and Paul were welcomed by the whole 
church, including the apostles and elders. 
They reported everything God had done 
through them. 5But then some of the believ-
ers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees 
stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts 
must be circumcised and required to follow 
the law of Moses.”

6So the apostles and elders met together to 
resolve this issue. 7At the meeting, after a long 
discussion, Peter stood and addressed them 
as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God 
chose me from among you some time ago 
to preach to the Gentiles so that they could 
hear the Good News and believe. 8God knows 
people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he ac-
cepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, 
just as he did to us. 9He made no distinction 
between us and them, for he cleansed their 

15:10 Greek disciples. 15:14 Greek Simeon. 15:16 Or kingdom; Greek reads tent. 15:16– 18 Amos 9:11– 12 (Greek 
version); Isa 45:21. 15:22 Greek were leaders among the brothers. 

. . . and thank God for His 
provisions. Always remember 
that God is able to meet your 
needs, whether they are 
physical, spiritual, emotional, or 
social. The next time you find 
yourself worrying about what 
you don’t have or what you 
think you should have, look to 
God and remember that He 
promises to “supply all your 
needs” (Philippians 4:19).

OPEN YOUR HEART



Lord, You showed the men and women of 

Genesis Your grace and mercy. Thank You for 

extending that same grace and mercy to me.

Prayer

GENESIS is about beginnings. God begins the 

Bible with major events, such as the creation of 

the universe, the fall of man into sin, the flood of 

judgment, and the founding of the nation of Israel. 

In the book of Genesis, God also introduces  

readers to people who will be part of His  

plan for redeeming the human race.

Theme: Beginnings | Date Written: 1445– 1405 BC

Author:  Moses | Setting: Middle East

Genesis



LESSONS LEARNED FROM GENESIS

God, the unique and awesome Creator, made you  
and knows you better than you know yourself.

God created you in His image.

God uses everyday people— the imperfect,  
the failures, the flawed— to accomplish His will.

God takes evil seriously, and those who  
reject Him will experience His judgment.

God is able to turn your problems into triumphs.

Where to Find It
God creates the world ......................................... Genesis 1:1– 2:3

The first prophecy about Jesus......................... Genesis 3:15

Noah and the ark .................................................. Genesis 6:1– 8:22

Abraham and Isaac at Moriah ........................... Genesis 22:1– 14

Jacob dreams of the ladder to heaven ........... Genesis 28:10– 22

Jacob wrestles with God .................................... Genesis 32:22– 32

Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams ............... Genesis 41:1– 36
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of the heavens from the waters of the 
earth.” 7And that is what happened. God 
made this space to separate the waters of 
the earth from the waters of the heavens. 
8God called the space “sky.”

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the 
sky flow together into one place, so dry 
ground may appear.” And that is what 

The Account of Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.* 2The earth was formless and 

empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
surface of the waters.

3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. 4And God saw that the 
light was good. Then he separated the 
light from the darkness. 5God called the 
light “day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the first day.

6Then God said, “Let there be a space 
between the waters, to separate the waters 

THE BEGINNING  
OF A NEW LIFE

Genesis 1:1

What does your Bible look like? Does it have a  
worn cover, showing that you read it often? Or is  

your Bible tucked away on a shelf, covered in dust?

Determine in your heart today to dust off your Bible 
and start reading it from the very first verse: “In the 

beginning . . . .” The Bible has all the answers you need. 
Just turn the pages and discover what God wants  

to tell you about Himself and about your life.

God, I am ready to begin a new life!  
I want to read Your Word each day,  

knowing that it has a special  
message just for me. Amen.

1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, . . . Or When God began to create the heavens and the 
earth, . . . 

Genesis 1:1
God, only You are powerful 

enough to create the universe.
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animals.” And that is what happened. 
25God made all sorts of wild animals, 
livestock, and small animals, each able to 
produce offspring of the same kind. And 
God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make human 
beings* in our image, to be like us. They 
will reign over the fish in the sea, the 
birds in the sky, the livestock, all the 
wild animals on the earth,* and the small 
animals that scurry along the ground.”

 27 So God created human beings* in his 
own image.

In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28Then God blessed them and said, “Be 
fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and 
govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, 
the birds in the sky, and all the animals 
that scurry along the ground.”

29Then God said, “Look! I have given 
you every seed- bearing plant throughout 
the earth and all the fruit trees for your 
food. 30And I have given every green plant 
as food for all the wild animals, the birds 
in the sky, and the small animals that 
scurry along the ground— everything that 
has life.” And that is what happened.

31Then God looked over all he had 
made, and he saw that it was very good!

And evening passed and morning came, 
marking the sixth day.

2So the creation of the heavens and 
the earth and everything in them was 

completed. 2On the seventh day God had 

happened. 10God called the dry ground 
“land” and the waters “seas.” And God saw 
that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let 
the land sprout with vegetation— every 
sort of seed- bearing plant, and trees that 
grow seed- bearing fruit. These seeds will 
then produce the kinds of plants and 
trees from which they came.” And that 
is what happened. 12The land produced 
vegetation— all sorts of seed- bearing plants, 
and trees with seed- bearing fruit. Their 
seeds produced plants and trees of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good.

13And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the third day.

14Then God said, “Let lights appear in the 
sky to separate the day from the night. 
Let them be signs to mark the seasons, 
days, and years. 15Let these lights in the 
sky shine down on the earth.” And that 
is what happened. 16God made two great 
lights— the larger one to govern the day, 
and the smaller one to govern the night. 
He also made the stars. 17God set these 
lights in the sky to light the earth, 18to 
govern the day and night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good.

19And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with 
fish and other life. Let the skies be filled 
with birds of every kind.” 21So God created 
great sea creatures and every living thing 
that scurries and swarms in the water, 
and every sort of bird— each producing 
offspring of the same kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22Then God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the 
fish fill the seas, and let the birds multiply 
on the earth.”

23And evening passed and morning 
came, marking the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produce every 
sort of animal, each producing offspring of 
the same kind— livestock, small animals 
that scurry along the ground, and wild 

1:26a Or man; Hebrew reads adam. 1:26b As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads all the earth. 1:27 Or the man; 
Hebrew reads ha- adam. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

ADAM
Adam was the first human,  
and he lived 930 years.



Eve
A GIRL WHO WANTED MORE

Is getting your own way super important to you?
Do you think breaking a rule is no big deal?

Let’s look at the life of a very special young lady who had basically 
everything but broke a big rule to get her own way.

Eve had everything she wanted and needed. She had all she could 
eat. She had no work chores. She had a problem-free life. And best of 
all, Eve could walk with God and talk to Him.

But even though Eve had more than any girl has ever had, she 
wanted more, and Satan convinced her she could have it all—if she 
ate fruit from the one tree God said not to eat from. The result? “She 
saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious . . . . So she 
took some of the fruit and ate it” (Genesis 3:6). Little did Eve know that 
through her actions, sin entered the world (1 Timothy 2:14).

Beware! You will always be tempted to want more than God gives 
you. That’s why God tells you to “Stay alert! Watch out for your great 
enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith” 
(1 Peter 5:8–9).

Check It Out: Eve was the first woman, wife, 
and mother—and the first person to sin.

Main Text: Genesis 2:1–5:5
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finished his work of creation, so he rested*

from all his work. 3And God blessed the 
seventh day and declared it holy, because 
it was the day when he rested from all his 
work of creation.

4This is the account of the creation of the 
heavens and the earth.

The Man and Woman in Eden
When the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, 5neither wild plants nor grains 
were growing on the earth. For the Lord God 
had not yet sent rain to water the earth, and 
there were no people to cultivate the soil. 
6Instead, springs* came up from the ground 
and watered all the land. 7Then the Lord
God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground. He breathed the breath of life into 
the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person.

8Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden 
in the east, and there he placed the man he had 
made. 9The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow 
up from the ground—trees that were beautiful 
and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle 
of the garden he placed the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10A river flowed from the land of Eden, wa-
tering the garden and then dividing into four 
branches. 11The first branch, called the Pishon, 
flowed around the entire land of Havilah, 
where gold is found. 12The gold of that land 
is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin and 
onyx stone are also found there. 13The second 

branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the 
entire land of Cush. 14The third branch, called 
the Tigris, flowed east of the land of Asshur. 
The fourth branch is called the Euphrates.

15The Lord God placed the man in the Gar-
den of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16But 
the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat 
the fruit of every tree in the garden—17except 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If 
you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”

18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
who is just right for him.” 19So the Lord God 
formed from the ground all the wild animals 
and all the birds of the sky. He brought them 
to the man* to see what he would call them, 
and the man chose a name for each one. 20He 
gave names to all the livestock, all the birds 
of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still 
there was no helper just right for him.

21So the Lord God caused the man to fall into 
a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God 
took out one of the man’s ribs* and closed up the 
opening. 22Then the Lord God made a woman 
from the rib, and he brought her to the man.

23“At last!” the man exclaimed.

“This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh!

She will be called ‘woman,’
because she was taken from ‘man.’ ”

24This explains why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is joined to his wife, and the 
two are united into one.

2:2 Or ceased; also in 2:3. 2:6 Or mist. 2:19 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter. 2:21 Or took a part of the 
man’s side.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE GARDEN 
OF EDEN
The Garden of Eden was created 
by God and was the original 
home of Adam and Eve.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE SABBATH
In the Ten Commandments, 
God told His people to rest and 
worship God on the seventh day. 
The Hebrew word Shabbāth
means “rest.”



8 • Genesis 2–3

11“Who told you that you were naked?” the 
Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree 
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

12The man replied, “It was the woman you 
gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

13Then the Lord God asked the woman, 
“What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. 
“That’s why I ate it.”

14Then the Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, you are cursed
more than all animals, domestic and 

wild.
You will crawl on your belly,

groveling in the dust as long as you live.
 15 And I will cause hostility between you 

and the woman,
and between your offspring and her 

offspring.
He will strike* your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

16Then he said to the woman,

“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy,
and in pain you will give birth.

And you will desire to control your 
husband,

but he will rule over you.*”

17And to the man he said,

25Now the man and his wife were both na-
ked, but they felt no shame.

The Man and Woman Sin

3The serpent was the shrewdest of all the 
wild animals the Lord God had made. One 

day he asked the woman, “Did God really say 
you must not eat the fruit from any of the 
trees in the garden?”

2“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden,” the woman replied. 3“It’s only 
the fruit from the tree in the middle of the 
garden that we are not allowed to eat. God 
said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if 
you do, you will die.’ ”

4“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the 
woman. 5“God knows that your eyes will be 
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be 
like God, knowing both good and evil.”

6The woman was convinced. She saw that 
the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked de-
licious, and she wanted the wisdom it would 
give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate 
it. Then she gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it, too. 7At that mo-
ment their eyes were opened, and they sud-
denly felt shame at their nakedness. So they 
sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

8When the cool evening breezes were blow-
ing, the man* and his wife heard the Lord 
God walking about in the garden. So they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees. 9Then the 
Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

10He replied, “I heard you walking in the 
garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was 
naked.”

3:8 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter. 3:15 Or bruise; also in 3:15b. 3:16 Or And though you will have 
desire for your husband, / he will rule over you. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

DID YOU 
KNOW?

SERPENTS
Satan, in the form of a  
serpent, tempted Eve to  
commit the first sin on  
earth (Genesis 3:1– 6).

THE GRACE  
OF GOD . . . 
• sought out Adam,
• promised mankind a Savior,
• clothed Adam and Eve, and
• provided for Adam and  

Eve’s physical needs.
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3:20 Eve sounds like a Hebrew term that means “to give life.” 3:22 Or the man; Hebrew reads ha- adam.  
4:1a Or the man; also in 4:25. 4:1b Or I have acquired. Cain sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean “produce” 
or “acquire.” 4:8 As in Samaritan Pentateuch, Greek and Syriac versions, and Latin Vulgate; Masoretic Text lacks 
“Let’s go out into the fields.” 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE CHILDREN OF  
ADAM AND EVE
• Cain (Genesis 4:1)
• Abel (Genesis 4:2)
• Seth (Genesis 4:25)
• Other sons and daughters 

(Genesis 5:4)

ABEL
Abel was the first person  
in the world to be murdered  
(Genesis 4:8).

“Since you listened to your wife and ate 
from the tree

whose fruit I commanded you not to eat,
the ground is cursed because of you.

All your life you will struggle to scratch 
a living from it.

 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you,
though you will eat of its grains.

 19 By the sweat of your brow
will you have food to eat

until you return to the ground
from which you were made.

For you were made from dust,
and to dust you will return.”

Paradise Lost: God’s Judgment
20Then the man— Adam— named his wife 
Eve, because she would be the mother of all 
who live.* 21And the Lord God made clothing 
from animal skins for Adam and his wife.

22Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human 
beings* have become like us, knowing both 
good and evil. What if they reach out, take 
fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they 
will live forever!” 23So the Lord God banished 
them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent 
Adam out to cultivate the ground from which 
he had been made. 24After sending them out, 
the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to 
the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed 
a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to 
guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel

4Now Adam* had sexual relations with his 
wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When 

she gave birth to Cain, she said, “With the 
Lord’s help, I have produced* a man!” 2Later she 
gave birth to his brother and named him Abel.

When they grew up, Abel became a shep-
herd, while Cain cultivated the ground. 
3When it was time for the harvest, Cain pre-
sented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord. 
4Abel also brought a gift— the best portions 
of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The 
Lord accepted Abel and his gift, 5but he did 
not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain 
very angry, and he looked dejected.

6“Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked 
Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? 7You will 
be accepted if you do what is right. But if you 
refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin 
is crouching at the door, eager to control you. 
But you must subdue it and be its master.”

8One day Cain suggested to his brother, 
“Let’s go out into the fields.”* And while they 
were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, 
Abel, and killed him.

9Afterward the Lord asked Cain, “Where is 
your brother? Where is Abel?”

“I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my 
brother’s guardian?”

10But the Lord said, “What have you done? 
Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me 
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4:13 Or My sin. 4:16 Nod means “wandering.” 4:18 Or the ancestor of, and so throughout the verse. 

from the ground! 11Now you are cursed and 
banished from the ground, which has swal-
lowed your brother’s blood. 12No longer 
will the ground yield good crops for you, 
no matter how hard you work! From now 
on you will be a homeless wanderer on the 
earth.”

13Cain replied to the Lord, “My punish-
ment* is too great for me to bear! 14You have 
banished me from the land and from your 
presence; you have made me a homeless 
wanderer. Anyone who finds me will kill 
me!”

15The Lord replied, “No, for I will give a sev-
enfold punishment to anyone who kills you.” 
Then the Lord put a mark on Cain to warn 

anyone who might try to kill him. 16So Cain 
left the Lord’s presence and settled in the land 
of Nod,* east of Eden.

The Descendants of Cain
17Cain had sexual relations with his wife, and 
she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. 
Then Cain founded a city, which he named 
Enoch, after his son. 18Enoch had a son named 
Irad. Irad became the father of* Mehujael. 
Mehujael became the father of Methushael. 
Methushael became the father of Lamech.

19Lamech married two women. The first 
was named Adah, and the second was Zillah. 
20Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the first 
of those who raise livestock and live in tents. 

CHOICES
Genesis 4:6– 7

When God looked inside Cain’s heart,  
He found something that would lead Cain  

to make some terrible choices. That thing was anger!

The choices you make are very important. If you want to 
know what you will be like in the future, take a look at the 
choices you are making today. Whatever you are facing 

right this minute, make a decision to love, honor,  
and follow the Lord.

Lord, every time I turn around, I have  
to make decisions. Please guide me  

to choose Your path and do  
Your will. Amen.
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3When Adam was 130 years old, he became 
the father of a son who was just like 
him— in his very image. He named his 
son Seth. 4After the birth of Seth, Adam 
lived another 800 years, and he had other 
sons and daughters. 5Adam lived 930 
years, and then he died.

6When Seth was 105 years old, he became 
the father of* Enosh. 7After the birth of* 
Enosh, Seth lived another 807 years, and 
he had other sons and daughters. 8Seth 
lived 912 years, and then he died.

9When Enosh was 90 years old, he became 
the father of Kenan. 10After the birth of 
Kenan, Enosh lived another 815 years, 
and he had other sons and daughters. 
11Enosh lived 905 years, and then he 
died.

12When Kenan was 70 years old, he became 
the father of Mahalalel. 13After the 
birth of Mahalalel, Kenan lived another 
840 years, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 14Kenan lived 910 years, and 
then he died.

15When Mahalalel was 65 years old, he 
became the father of Jared. 16After the 
birth of Jared, Mahalalel lived another 
830 years, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 17Mahalalel lived 895 years, 
and then he died.

18When Jared was 162 years old, he became 
the father of Enoch. 19After the birth of 
Enoch, Jared lived another 800 years, and 

21His brother’s name was Jubal, the first of 
all who play the harp and flute. 22Lamech’s 
other wife, Zillah, gave birth to a son named 
Tubal- cain. He became an expert in forging 
tools of bronze and iron. Tubal- cain had a sis-
ter named Naamah. 23One day Lamech said to 
his wives,

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
listen to me, you wives of Lamech.

I have killed a man who attacked me,
a young man who wounded me.

 24 If someone who kills Cain is punished 
seven times,

then the one who kills me will be 
punished seventy- seven times!”

The Birth of Seth
25Adam had sexual relations with his wife 
again, and she gave birth to another son. 
She named him Seth,* for she said, “God has 
granted me another son in place of Abel, 
whom Cain killed.” 26When Seth grew up, 
he had a son and named him Enosh. At that 
time people first began to worship the Lord 
by name.

The Descendants of Adam

5This is the written account of the descen-
dants of Adam. When God created human 

beings,* he made them to be like himself. 2He 
created them male and female, and he blessed 
them and called them “human.”

4:25 Seth probably means “granted”; the name may also mean “appointed.” 5:1 Or man; Hebrew reads adam; 
similarly in 5:2. 5:6 Or the ancestor of; also in 5:9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 25. 5:7 Or the birth of this ancestor of; also in 5:10, 
13, 16, 19, 22, 26. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

CAIN, THE FIRST MURDERER
• When God accepted Abel’s offering but did not accept Cain’s  

offering, Cain became angry and jealous and “attacked his  
brother, Abel, and killed him” (Genesis 4:8).

• Cain was cursed by God, who banished him out into the world  
(Genesis 4:10–12).
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and he had other sons and daughters. 
31Lamech lived 777 years, and then he 
died.

32After Noah was 500 years old, he became 
the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

A World Gone Wrong

6Then the people began to multiply on the 
earth, and daughters were born to them. 

2The sons of God saw the beautiful women* 
and took any they wanted as their wives. 
3Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will not put 
up with* humans for such a long time, for 
they are only mortal flesh. In the future, 
their normal lifespan will be no more than 
120 years.”

4In those days, and for some time after, gi-
ant Nephilites lived on the earth, for when-
ever the sons of God had intercourse with 
women, they gave birth to children who 
became the heroes and famous warriors of 
ancient times.

5The Lord observed the extent of human 
wickedness on the earth, and he saw that 
everything they thought or imagined was 
consistently and totally evil. 6So the Lord 
was sorry he had ever made them and put 
them on the earth. It broke his heart. 7And 
the Lord said, “I will wipe this human race 
I have created from the face of the earth. 
Yes, and I will destroy every living thing— 
all the people, the large animals, the small 
animals that scurry along the ground, and 
even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever 
made them.” 8But Noah found favor with 
the Lord.

The Story of Noah
9This is the account of Noah and his family. 
Noah was a righteous man, the only blame-
less person living on earth at the time, and he 
walked in close fellowship with God. 10Noah 
was the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth.

11Now God saw that the earth had become 
corrupt and was filled with violence. 12God 
observed all this corruption in the world, for 
everyone on earth was corrupt. 13So God said 
to Noah, “I have decided to destroy all living 
creatures, for they have filled the earth with 

he had other sons and daughters. 20Jared 
lived 962 years, and then he died.

21When Enoch was 65 years old, he became 
the father of Methuselah. 22After the 
birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived in 
close fellowship with God for another 
300 years, and he had other sons and 
daughters. 23Enoch lived 365 years, 
24walking in close fellowship with God. 
Then one day he disappeared, because 
God took him.

25When Methuselah was 187 years old, he 
became the father of Lamech. 26After 
the birth of Lamech, Methuselah lived 
another 782 years, and he had other sons 
and daughters. 27Methuselah lived 969 
years, and then he died.

28When Lamech was 182 years old, he 
became the father of a son. 29Lamech 
named his son Noah, for he said, “May 
he bring us relief* from our work and the 
painful labor of farming this ground that 
the Lord has cursed.” 30After the birth of 
Noah, Lamech lived another 595 years, 

5:29 Noah sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean “relief” or “comfort.” 6:2 Hebrew daughters of men; also in 
6:4. 6:3 Greek version reads will not remain in. 

THE TOP- TEN OLDEST  
PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE
 1. Methuselah lived 969 years 

(Genesis 5:27).
 2. Jared lived 962 years (5:20).
 3. Noah lived 950 years (9:29).
 4. Adam lived 930 years (5:5).
 5. Seth lived 912 years (5:8).
 6. Kenan lived 910 years (5:14).
 7. Enosh lived 905 years (5:11).
 8. Mahalalel lived 895 years (5:17).
 9. Lamech lived 777 years (5:31).
 10. Enoch lived 365 years (5:23).

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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for sacrifice,* and take one pair of each of the 
others. 3Also take seven pairs of every kind of 
bird. There must be a male and a female in 
each pair to ensure that all life will survive 
on the earth after the flood. 4Seven days from 
now I will make the rains pour down on the 
earth. And it will rain for forty days and forty 
nights, until I have wiped from the earth all 
the living things I have created.”

5So Noah did everything as the Lord com-
manded him.

6Noah was 600 years old when the flood 
covered the earth. 7He went on board the boat 
to escape the flood— he and his wife and his 
sons and their wives. 8With them were all the 
various kinds of animals— those approved 
for eating and for sacrifice and those that 
were not— along with all the birds and the 

violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along 
with the earth!

14“Build a large boat* from cypress wood* 
and waterproof it with tar, inside and out. 
Then construct decks and stalls throughout 
its interior. 15Make the boat 450 feet long, 75 
feet wide, and 45 feet high.* 16Leave an 18- inch 
opening* below the roof all the way around 
the boat. Put the door on the side, and build 
three decks inside the boat— lower, middle, 
and upper.

17“Look! I am about to cover the earth with 
a flood that will destroy every living thing 
that breathes. Everything on earth will die. 
18But I will confirm my covenant with you. So 
enter the boat— you and your wife and your 
sons and their wives. 19Bring a pair of every 
kind of animal— a male and a female— into 
the boat with you to keep them alive during 
the flood. 20Pairs of every kind of bird, and 
 every kind of animal, and every kind of small 
animal that scurries along the ground, will 
come to you to be kept alive. 21And be sure 
to take on board enough food for your family 
and for all the animals.”

22So Noah did everything exactly as God 
had commanded him.

The Flood Covers the Earth

7When everything was ready, the Lord said 
to Noah, “Go into the boat with all your 

family, for among all the people of the earth, 
I can see that you alone are righteous. 2Take 
with you seven pairs— male and female— of 
each animal I have approved for eating and 

6:14a Traditionally rendered an ark. 6:14b Or gopher wood. 6:15 Hebrew 300 cubits [138 meters] long, 50 cubits 
[23 meters] wide, and 30 cubits [13.8 meters] high. 6:16 Hebrew an opening of 1 cubit [46 centimeters]. 7:2 Hebrew 
of each clean animal; similarly in 7:8. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

NOAH’S ARK
• The ark was a box- shaped boat large enough to house two of every 

kind of animal, male and female, along with Noah and his family.
• Noah took 120 years to build the ark (Genesis 6:3). The ark was  

450 feet long (about one and a half football fields), 75 feet wide, and 
45 feet high. It had a door on the side and a window on the roof.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

NOAH
Noah was a good man who lived 
by God’s standards. For instance, 
when God told Noah to build a 
giant boat, “Noah did everything 
exactly as God had commanded 
him” (Genesis 6:22).
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22Everything that breathed and lived on dry 
land died. 23God wiped out every living thing 
on the earth— people, livestock, small ani-
mals that scurry along the ground, and the 
birds of the sky. All were destroyed. The only 
people who survived were Noah and those 
with him in the boat. 24And the floodwaters 
covered the earth for 150 days.

The Flood Recedes

8But God remembered Noah and all the 
wild animals and livestock with him in 

the boat. He sent a wind to blow across the 
earth, and the floodwaters began to recede. 
2The underground waters stopped flowing, 
and the torrential rains from the sky were 
stopped. 3So the floodwaters gradually re-
ceded from the earth. After 150 days, 4exactly 
five months from the time the flood began,* 
the boat came to rest on the mountains of Ar-
arat. 5Two and a half months later,* as the wa-
ters continued to go down, other mountain 
peaks became visible.

6After another forty days, Noah opened 
the window he had made in the boat 7and re-
leased a raven. The bird flew back and forth 
until the floodwaters on the earth had dried 
up. 8He also released a dove to see if the wa-
ter had receded and it could find dry ground. 
9But the dove could find no place to land be-
cause the water still covered the ground. So 
it returned to the boat, and Noah held out his 
hand and drew the dove back inside. 10After 

small animals that scurry along the ground. 
9They entered the boat in pairs, male and fe-
male, just as God had commanded Noah. 10Af-
ter seven days, the waters of the flood came 
and covered the earth.

11When Noah was 600 years old, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month, all the 
underground waters erupted from the earth, 
and the rain fell in mighty torrents from the 
sky. 12The rain continued to fall for forty days 
and forty nights.

13That very day Noah had gone into the 
boat with his wife and his sons— Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth— and their wives. 14With 
them in the boat were pairs of every kind 
of animal— domestic and wild, large and 
small— along with birds of every kind. 15Two 
by two they came into the boat, representing 
every living thing that breathes. 16A male and 
female of each kind entered, just as God had 
commanded Noah. Then the Lord closed the 
door behind them.

17For forty days the floodwaters grew 
deeper, covering the ground and lifting the 
boat high above the earth. 18As the waters 
rose higher and higher above the ground, the 
boat floated safely on the surface. 19Finally, 
the water covered even the highest moun-
tains on the earth, 20rising more than twenty- 
two feet* above the highest peaks. 21All the 
living things on earth died— birds, domestic 
animals, wild animals, small animals that 
scurry along the ground, and all the people. 

7:20 Hebrew 15 cubits [6.9 meters]. 8:4 Hebrew on the seventeenth day of the seventh month; see 7:11. 8:5 Hebrew 
On the first day of the tenth month; see 7:11 and note on 8:4. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE FLOOD
• Because of the sinfulness of the people in Noah’s time, God sent a 

flood that covered the earth. Only Noah and his family were spared 
because “Noah found favor with the Lord” (Genesis 6:8).

• The first- ever rain fell for forty days and forty nights. After twelve 
months and eleven days, Noah’s boat landed on a mountaintop, 
where Noah and his family were finally able to leave the boat.
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all of you— you and your wife, and your sons 
and their wives. 17Release all the animals— 
the birds, the livestock, and the small animals 
that scurry along the ground— so they can be 
fruitful and multiply throughout the earth.”

18So Noah, his wife, and his sons and their 
wives left the boat. 19And all of the large and 
small animals and birds came out of the boat, 
pair by pair.

20Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and 
there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the an-
imals and birds that had been approved for 
that purpose.* 21And the Lord was pleased 
with the aroma of the sacrifice and said to 
himself, “I will never again curse the ground 
because of the human race, even though 

waiting another seven days, Noah released 
the dove again. 11This time the dove returned 
to him in the evening with a fresh olive leaf 
in its beak. Then Noah knew that the flood-
waters were almost gone. 12He waited another 
seven days and then released the dove again. 
This time it did not come back.

13Noah was now 601 years old. On the first 
day of the new year, ten and a half months 
after the flood began,* the floodwaters had 
almost dried up from the earth. Noah lifted 
back the covering of the boat and saw that 
the surface of the ground was drying. 14Two 
more months went by,* and at last the earth 
was dry!

15Then God said to Noah, 16“Leave the boat, 

8:13 Hebrew On the first day of the first month; see 7:11. 8:14 Hebrew The twenty- seventh day of the second month 
arrived; see note on 8:13. 8:20 Hebrew every clean animal and every clean bird. 

WAITING
Genesis 8:3– 14

Take a minute and think about the patience of  
Noah and his family as they waited. They had to wait  

more than 365 days until the waters and the land dried 
(Genesis 8:3– 14).

Waiting is hard, but it develops your trust in the Lord. You 
learn that God alone knows what He is doing. No matter 
how life looks, be happy while you wait because you get 

to spend time with the Lord! How awesome is that?

Father, You know how I hate to wait for  
anything or anybody. Help me learn to  

be patient as I wait for Your  
wisdom and Your direction.  

Amen.
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them to you for food, just as I have given you 
grain and vegetables. 4But you must never eat 
any meat that still has the lifeblood in it.

5“And I will require the blood of anyone 
who takes another person’s life. If a wild an-
imal kills a person, it must die. And anyone 
who murders a fellow human must die. 6If 
anyone takes a human life, that person’s life 
will also be taken by human hands. For God 
made human beings* in his own image. 7Now 
be fruitful and multiply, and repopulate the 
earth.”

8Then God told Noah and his sons, 9“I 
hereby confirm my covenant with you and 
your descendants, 10and with all the animals 
that were on the boat with you— the birds, 
the livestock, and all the wild animals— every 
living creature on earth. 11Yes, I am confirm-
ing my covenant with you. Never again will 
floodwaters kill all living creatures; never 
again will a flood destroy the earth.”

12Then God said, “I am giving you a sign 
of my covenant with you and with all liv-
ing creatures, for all generations to come. 13I 
have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is 
the sign of my covenant with you and with 
all the earth. 14When I send clouds over the 
earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, 
15and I will remember my covenant with you 
and with all living creatures. Never again 
will the floodwaters destroy all life. 16When 
I see the rainbow in the clouds, I will remem-
ber the eternal covenant between God and 
every living creature on earth.” 17Then God 

everything they think or imagine is bent to-
ward evil from childhood. I will never again 
destroy all living things. 22As long as the earth 
remains, there will be planting and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night.”

God Confirms His Covenant

9Then God blessed Noah and his sons and 
told them, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill 

the earth. 2All the animals of the earth, all 
the birds of the sky, all the small animals that 
scurry along the ground, and all the fish in 
the sea will look on you with fear and terror. I 
have placed them in your power. 3I have given 

9:6 Or man; Hebrew reads ha- adam. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

DOVES
• Noah sent out doves to test whether there was any dry land  

(Genesis 8:8).
• Israelites who couldn’t afford a lamb to sacrifice (like Jesus’  

parents) could bring doves instead (Leviticus 4:8, Luke 2:24).
• A dove was used to describe the way the Holy Spirit  

descended on Jesus after His baptism (Matthew 3:16).

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE MOUNTAINS  
OF ARARAT
The Bible says Noah’s boat 
settled “on the mountains of 
Ararat” when the floodwaters 
began to recede (Genesis 8:4). To 
this day there is no real evidence 
as to the exact location of the ark.
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Descendants of Japheth
2The descendants of Japheth were Gomer, 

Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 
Tiras.

3The descendants of Gomer were Ashkenaz, 
Riphath, and Togarmah.

4The descendants of Javan were Elishah, 
Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.* 5Their 
descendants became the seafaring peoples 
that spread out to various lands, each 
identified by its own language, clan, and 
national identity.

Descendants of Ham
6The descendants of Ham were Cush, 

Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
7The descendants of Cush were Seba, 

Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. 
The descendants of Raamah were Sheba 
and Dedan.

8Cush was also the ancestor of Nimrod, 
who was the first heroic warrior on earth. 
9Since he was the greatest hunter in the 
world,* his name became proverbial. 
People would say, “This man is like 
Nimrod, the greatest hunter in the world.” 
10He built his kingdom in the land of 
Babylonia,* with the cities of Babylon, 

said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign 
of the covenant I am confirming with all the 
creatures on earth.”

Noah’s Sons
18The sons of Noah who came out of the 
boat with their father were Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. (Ham is the father of Canaan.) 
19From these three sons of Noah came all the 
people who now populate the earth.

20After the flood, Noah began to cultivate 
the ground, and he planted a vineyard. 21One 
day he drank some wine he had made, and he 
became drunk and lay naked inside his tent. 
22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw that his fa-
ther was naked and went outside and told his 
brothers. 23Then Shem and Japheth took a 
robe, held it over their shoulders, and backed 
into the tent to cover their father. As they did 
this, they looked the other way so they would 
not see him naked.

24When Noah woke up from his stupor, 
he learned what Ham, his youngest son, had 
done. 25Then he cursed Canaan, the son of 
Ham:

“May Canaan be cursed!
May he be the lowest of servants to his 

relatives.”

26Then Noah said,

“May the Lord, the God of Shem, be 
blessed,

and may Canaan be his servant!
 27 May God expand the territory of  

Japheth!
May Japheth share the prosperity of 

Shem,*

and may Canaan be his servant.”

28Noah lived another 350 years after the 
great flood. 29He lived 950 years, and then he 
died.

10This is the account of the families of 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the three 

sons of Noah. Many children were born to 
them after the great flood.

9:27 Hebrew May he live in the tents of Shem. 10:4 As in some Hebrew manuscripts and Greek version (see 
also 1 Chr 1:7); most Hebrew manuscripts read Dodanim. 10:9 Hebrew a great hunter before the Lord; also in 
10:9b. 10:10 Hebrew Shinar. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

GOD’S PROMISE  
TO NOAH
God promised to never again 
destroy the earth with water.  
This promise . . . 

• was made to all humanity  
for all time, and

• came with a sign— the 
rainbow.
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31These were the descendants of Shem, identi-
fied by clan, language, territory, and national 
identity.

Conclusion
32These are the clans that descended from 
Noah’s sons, arranged by nation according to 
their lines of descent. All the nations of the 
earth descended from these clans after the 
great flood.

The Tower of Babel

11At one time all the people of the world 
spoke the same language and used the 

same words. 2As the people migrated to the 
east, they found a plain in the land of Babylo-
nia* and settled there.

3They began saying to each other, “Let’s 
make bricks and harden them with fire.” (In 
this region bricks were used instead of stone, 
and tar was used for mortar.) 4Then they said, 
“Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves 
with a tower that reaches into the sky. This 
will make us famous and keep us from being 
scattered all over the world.”

5But the Lord came down to look at the 
city and the tower the people were build-
ing. 6“Look!” he said. “The people are united, 
and they all speak the same language. After 
this, nothing they set out to do will be im-
possible for them! 7Come, let’s go down and 
confuse the people with different languages. 
Then they won’t be able to understand each 
other.”

8In that way, the Lord scattered them all 
over the world, and they stopped building 
the city. 9That is why the city was called 
Babel,* because that is where the Lord con-
fused the people with different languages. 
In this way he scattered them all over the 
world.

The Line of Descent from Shem to Abram
10This is the account of Shem’s family.

Two years after the great flood, when 
Shem was 100 years old, he became the 
father of* Arphaxad. 11After the birth of* 

Erech, Akkad, and Calneh. 11From there 
he expanded his territory to Assyria,* 
building the cities of Nineveh, Rehoboth- 
ir, Calah, 12and Resen (the great city 
located between Nineveh and Calah).

13Mizraim was the ancestor of the Ludites, 
Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, 
14Pathrusites, Casluhites, and the 
Caphtorites, from whom the Philistines 
came.*

15Canaan’s oldest son was Sidon, the ancestor 
of the Sidonians. Canaan was also the 
ancestor of the Hittites,* 16Jebusites, 
Amorites, Girgashites, 17Hivites, 
Arkites, Sinites, 18Arvadites, Zemarites, 
and Hamathites. The Canaanite clans 
eventually spread out, 19and the territory 
of Canaan extended from Sidon in the 
north to Gerar and Gaza in the south, and 
east as far as Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
and Zeboiim, near Lasha.

20These were the descendants of Ham, identi-
fied by clan, language, territory, and national 
identity.

Descendants of Shem
21Sons were also born to Shem, the older 

brother of Japheth.* Shem was the 
ancestor of all the descendants of Eber.

22The descendants of Shem were Elam, 
Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

23The descendants of Aram were Uz, Hul, 
Gether, and Mash.

24Arphaxad was the father of Shelah,* and 
Shelah was the father of Eber.

25Eber had two sons. The first was named 
Peleg (which means “division”), for during 
his lifetime the people of the world were 
divided into different language groups. 
His brother’s name was Joktan.

26Joktan was the ancestor of Almodad, 
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, 
Uzal, Diklah, 28Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 
29Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these 
were descendants of Joktan. 30The 
territory they occupied extended from 
Mesha all the way to Sephar in the 
eastern mountains.

10:11 Or From that land Assyria went out. 10:14 Hebrew Casluhites, from whom the Philistines came, and 
Caphtorites. Compare Jer 47:4; Amos 9:7. 10:15 Hebrew ancestor of Heth. 10:21 Or Shem, whose older brother was 
Japheth. 10:24 Greek version reads Arphaxad was the father of Cainan, Cainan was the father of Shelah. Compare Luke 
3:36. 11:2 Hebrew Shinar. 11:9 Or Babylon. Babel sounds like a Hebrew term that means “confusion.” 11:10 Or the 
ancestor of; also in 11:12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24. 11:11 Or the birth of this ancestor of; also in 11:13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25. 
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11:12– 13 Greek version reads 12When Arphaxad was 135 years old, he became the father of Cainan. 13After the birth 
of Cainan, Arphaxad lived another 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then he died. When Cainan was 
130 years old, he became the father of Shelah. After the birth of Shelah, Cainan lived another 330 years and had other sons 
and daughters, and then he died. Compare Luke 3:35– 36. 11:32 Some ancient versions read 145 years; compare 
11:26 and 12:4. 

The Family of Terah
27This is the account of Terah’s family. Terah 
was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran; 
and Haran was the father of Lot. 28But Haran 
died in Ur of the Chaldeans, the land of his 
birth, while his father, Terah, was still living. 
29Meanwhile, Abram and Nahor both mar-
ried. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and 
the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah. (Milcah 
and her sister Iscah were daughters of Nahor’s 
brother Haran.) 30But Sarai was unable to be-
come pregnant and had no children.

31One day Terah took his son Abram, his 
daughter- in- law Sarai (his son Abram’s wife), 
and his grandson Lot (his son Haran’s child) and 
moved away from Ur of the Chaldeans. He was 
headed for the land of Canaan, but they stopped 
at Haran and settled there. 32Terah lived for 205 
years* and died while still in Haran.

The Call of Abram

12The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave 
your native country, your relatives, and 

your father’s family, and go to the land that I 
will show you. 2I will make you into a great 
nation. I will bless you and make you famous, 
and you will be a blessing to others. 3I will 
bless those who bless you and curse those 
who treat you with contempt. All the families 
on earth will be blessed through you.”

4So Abram departed as the Lord had in-
structed, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

Arphaxad, Shem lived another 500 years 
and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arphaxad was 35 years old, he 
became the father of Shelah. 13After the 
birth of Shelah, Arphaxad lived another 403 
years and had other sons and daughters.*

14When Shelah was 30 years old, he became 
the father of Eber. 15After the birth of Eber, 
Shelah lived another 403 years and had 
other sons and daughters.

16When Eber was 34 years old, he became 
the father of Peleg. 17After the birth of 
Peleg, Eber lived another 430 years and 
had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg was 30 years old, he became 
the father of Reu. 19After the birth of Reu, 
Peleg lived another 209 years and had 
other sons and daughters.

20When Reu was 32 years old, he became the 
father of Serug. 21After the birth of Serug, 
Reu lived another 207 years and had other 
sons and daughters.

22When Serug was 30 years old, he became 
the father of Nahor. 23After the birth of 
Nahor, Serug lived another 200 years and 
had other sons and daughters.

24When Nahor was 29 years old, he became 
the father of Terah. 25After the birth of 
Terah, Nahor lived another 119 years and 
had other sons and daughters.

26After Terah was 70 years old, he became 
the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

THE BEGINNING OF  
DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
Long ago, everyone on earth spoke the same language. Some of  
the people decided to build a tall tower that they thought would  
bring them closer to God. But God confused their language, which  
caused the people to scatter all over the earth (Genesis 11:1– 9).



20 • Genesis 12

12:7 Hebrew seed. 

another altar and dedicated it to the Lord, 
and he worshiped the Lord. 9Then Abram 
continued traveling south by stages toward 
the Negev.

Abram and Sarai in Egypt
10At that time a severe famine struck the 
land of Canaan, forcing Abram to go down to 
Egypt, where he lived as a foreigner. 11As he 
was approaching the border of Egypt, Abram 
said to his wife, Sarai, “Look, you are a very 
beautiful woman. 12When the Egyptians see 
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife. Let’s kill 
him; then we can have her!’ 13So please tell 
them you are my sister. Then they will spare 
my life and treat me well because of their in-
terest in you.”

14And sure enough, when Abram arrived 
in Egypt, everyone noticed Sarai’s beauty. 
15When the palace officials saw her, they 
sang her praises to Pharaoh, their king, and 
Sarai was taken into his palace. 16Then Pha-
raoh gave Abram many gifts because of her— 
sheep, goats, cattle, male and female donkeys, 
male and female servants, and camels.

17But the Lord sent terrible plagues upon 
Pharaoh and his household because of Sa-
rai, Abram’s wife. 18So Pharaoh summoned 
Abram and accused him sharply. “What have 
you done to me?” he demanded. “Why didn’t 
you tell me she was your wife? 19Why did you 
say, ‘She is my sister,’ and allow me to take her 
as my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take 
her and get out of here!” 20Pharaoh ordered 

seventy- five years old when he left Haran. 5He 
took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all 
his wealth— his livestock and all the people 
he had taken into his household at Haran— 
and headed for the land of Canaan. When 
they arrived in Canaan, 6Abram traveled 
through the land as far as Shechem. There he 
set up camp beside the oak of Moreh. At that 
time, the area was inhabited by Canaanites.

7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said, “I will give this land to your descen-
dants.*” And Abram built an altar there and 
dedicated it to the Lord, who had appeared to 
him. 8After that, Abram traveled south and 
set up camp in the hill country, with Bethel 
to the west and Ai to the east. There he built 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

ABRAHAM
• Abraham’s many acts  

of obedience and trust  
showed his faith in God.

• He was called a friend of God 
(2 Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23).

• Abraham lived 175 years.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

EGYPT
• Abraham and Sarah went to live in Egypt  

when famine struck the land of Canaan.
• God sent  Moses to Egypt to free the Israelites and  

lead them to the Promised Land (see Exodus 3:1– 15).
• Mary and Joseph took the child Jesus to Egypt to  

escape Herod’s order to kill all boys under the age  
of two in the vicinity (Matthew 2:14).
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13:15 Hebrew seed; also in 13:16. 14:1 Hebrew Shinar; also in 14:9. 14:3 Hebrew Salt Sea. 14:8 Hebrew Siddim 
Valley (see 14:3); also in 14:10. 

direction— north and south, east and west. 
15I am giving all this land, as far as you can 
see, to you and your descendants* as a per-
manent possession. 16And I will give you so 
many descendants that, like the dust of the 
earth, they cannot be counted! 17Go and walk 
through the land in every direction, for I am 
giving it to you.”

18So Abram moved his camp to Hebron 
and settled near the oak grove belonging to 
Mamre. There he built another altar to the 
Lord.

Abram Rescues Lot

14About this time war broke out in the 
region. King Amraphel of Babylonia,* 

King Arioch of Ellasar, King Kedorlaomer 
of Elam, and King Tidal of Goiim 2fought 
against King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha of 
Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, King 
Shemeber of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela 
(also called Zoar).

3This second group of kings joined forces in 
Siddim Valley (that is, the valley of the Dead 
Sea*). 4For twelve years they had been subject 
to King Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth 
year they rebelled against him.

5One year later Kedorlaomer and his al-
lies arrived and defeated the Rephaites at 
Ashteroth- karnaim, the Zuzites at Ham, 
the Emites at Shaveh- kiriathaim, 6and the 
Horites at Mount Seir, as far as El- paran at 
the edge of the wilderness. 7Then they turned 
back and came to En- mishpat (now called 
Kadesh) and conquered all the territory of 
the Amalekites, and also the Amorites living 
in Hazazon- tamar.

8Then the rebel kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela (also called Zoar) 
prepared for battle in the valley of the Dead 
Sea.* 9They fought against King Kedorlaomer 
of Elam, King Tidal of Goiim, King Amraphel 
of Babylonia, and King Arioch of Ellasar— 
four kings against five. 10As it happened, the 
valley of the Dead Sea was filled with tar pits. 
And as the army of the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, some fell into the tar pits, 
while the rest escaped into the mountains. 
11The victorious invaders then plundered 
Sodom and Gomorrah and headed for home, 

some of his men to escort them, and he sent 
Abram out of the country, along with his wife 
and all his possessions.

Abram and Lot Separate

13So Abram left Egypt and traveled north 
into the Negev, along with his wife 

and Lot and all that they owned. 2(Abram 
was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold.) 
3From the Negev, they continued traveling by 
stages toward Bethel, and they pitched their 
tents between Bethel and Ai, where they had 
camped before. 4This was the same place 
where Abram had built the altar, and there 
he worshiped the Lord again.

5Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had 
also become very wealthy with flocks of 
sheep and goats, herds of cattle, and many 
tents. 6But the land could not support both 
Abram and Lot with all their flocks and herds 
living so close together. 7So disputes broke 
out between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. 
(At that time Canaanites and Perizzites were 
also living in the land.)

8Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow 
this conflict to come between us or our herds-
men. After all, we are close relatives! 9The 
whole countryside is open to you. Take your 
choice of any section of the land you want, 
and we will separate. If you want the land to 
the left, then I’ll take the land on the right. If 
you prefer the land on the right, then I’ll go 
to the left.”

10Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of 
the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The 
whole area was well watered everywhere, 
like the garden of the Lord or the beautiful 
land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord de-
stroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11Lot chose 
for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the 
east of them. He went there with his flocks 
and servants and parted company with his 
uncle Abram. 12So Abram settled in the land 
of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to a place 
near Sodom and settled among the cities of 
the plain. 13But the people of this area were 
extremely wicked and constantly sinned 
against the Lord.

14After Lot had gone, the Lord said to 
Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every 
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14:18 Hebrew El- Elyon; also in 14:19, 20, 22. 

22Abram replied to the king of Sodom, “I 
solemnly swear to the Lord, God Most High, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 23that I will 
not take so much as a single thread or san-
dal thong from what belongs to you. Other-
wise you might say, ‘I am the one who made 
Abram rich.’ 24I will accept only what my 
young warriors have already eaten, and I re-
quest that you give a fair share of the goods to 
my allies— Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.”

The Lord’s Covenant Promise to Abram

15Some time later, the Lord spoke to 
Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, 
and your reward will be great.”

2But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, 
what good are all your blessings when I don’t 
even have a son? Since you’ve given me no 
children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in 
my household, will inherit all my wealth. 
3You have given me no descendants of my 
own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”

4Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant 
will not be your heir, for you will have a son of 
your own who will be your heir.” 5Then the 
Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look 
up into the sky and count the stars if you can. 
That’s how many descendants you will have!”

6And Abram believed the Lord, and the 
Lord counted him as righteous because of 
his faith.

7Then the Lord told him, “I am the Lord 
who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans 
to give you this land as your possession.”

8But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, 
how can I be sure that I will actually pos-
sess it?”

9The Lord told him, “Bring me a three- year- 
old heifer, a three- year- old female goat, a 
three- year- old ram, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10So Abram presented all these to 
him and killed them. Then he cut each ani-
mal down the middle and laid the halves side 
by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in 
half. 11Some vultures swooped down to eat 
the carcasses, but Abram chased them away.

12As the sun was going down, Abram fell 
into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness 
came down over him. 13Then the Lord said to 
Abram, “You can be sure that your descendants 

taking with them all the spoils of war and 
the food supplies. 12They also captured Lot— 
Abram’s nephew who lived in Sodom— and 
carried off everything he owned.

13But one of Lot’s men escaped and reported 
everything to Abram the Hebrew, who was 
living near the oak grove belonging to Mamre 
the Amorite. Mamre and his relatives, Eshcol 
and Aner, were Abram’s allies.

14When Abram heard that his nephew 
Lot had been captured, he mobilized the 
318 trained men who had been born into his 
household. Then he pursued Kedorlaomer’s 
army until he caught up with them at Dan. 
15There he divided his men and attacked 
during the night. Kedorlaomer’s army fled, 
but Abram chased them as far as Hobah, 
north of Damascus. 16Abram recovered all the 
goods that had been taken, and he brought 
back his nephew Lot with his possessions and 
all the women and other captives.

Melchizedek Blesses Abram
17After Abram returned from his victory over 
Kedorlaomer and all his allies, the king of 
 Sodom went out to meet him in the valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

18And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and 
a priest of God Most High,* brought Abram 
some bread and wine. 19Melchizedek blessed 
Abram with this blessing:

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.

 20 And blessed be God Most High,
who has defeated your enemies for you.”

Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all 
the goods he had recovered.

21The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give 
back my people who were captured. But you 
may keep for yourself all the goods you have 
recovered.”

OPEN YOUR HEART
. . . to God. He is the only one 
who can change you from 
the inside out.



Special 
Features



Women and Girls of the Bible

The Bible includes stories of many women and girls who followed God with 
all their heart. I have highlighted fifty of them in this Bible for you! 
Here’s a list of them along with the page where you’ll find a brief 

biography about them and what they can teach us today.

Eve: A Girl Who Wanted More (Genesis 2)..........................................................  6

Sarah: The Price of Beauty (Genesis 17) ..............................................................  25

Hagar: Do Something! (Genesis 21) .....................................................................  30

Rebekah: First Impressions (Genesis 24).............................................................  35

Rachel: Staying Busy and Being Faithful (Genesis 29).....................................  43

Leah: Noticed by God (Genesis 29) ......................................................................  44

Bilhah and Zilpah: God Works Through Ordinary People (Genesis 30) .....  47

Deborah: The Heart of a Servant (Genesis 35) ..................................................  54

Shiphrah and Puah: Problems and Solutions (Exodus 1) ...............................  79

Jochebed: Courage and Creativity (Exodus 2) ..................................................  80

Pharaoh’s Daughter: A Heart of Compassion (Exodus 2)...............................  82

Miriam: Being Helpful (Exodus 2) .........................................................................  84

Nazirite Women: A Promise to God (Numbers 6).............................................  179

The Daughters of Zelophehad: A Time to Ask (Numbers 27) .......................  210

Rahab: Choices (Joshua 2)......................................................................................  271

Acsah: Home Improvement (Joshua 15) .............................................................  287

Deborah: A Special Woman (Judges 4) ...............................................................  306

Jael: Winning Spiritual Battles (Judges 4)...........................................................  308

Naomi: Clinging to God’s Promises (Ruth 1) ......................................................  335

Ruth: Coincidence or Providence? (Ruth 1) ........................................................  336

Hannah: From Discouragement to Blessing (1 Samuel 1) ...............................  345
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Abigail: A Time to Speak (1 Samuel 25) ...............................................................  376

Mephibosheth’s Nurse: In the Line of Duty (2 Samuel 4) ..............................  389

The Queen of Sheba: Willing in Spirit (1 Kings 10) ...........................................  436

The Widow at Zarephath: A Tiny Bit of Faith (1 Kings 17) ..............................  448

Naaman’s Wife’s Servant: The Power of Faith (2 Kings 5) .............................  466

Huldah: The ABCs of Usefulness (2 Kings 22) ....................................................  490

The Daughters of Shallum: Working for the Lord (Nehemiah 3)..................  593

Esther: The Beauty of Wisdom (Esther 1)............................................................  612

The Proverbs 31 Woman: A Field of Dreams (Proverbs 31)............................  798

Mary: Turning Points (Matthew 1).........................................................................  1157

The Gentile Woman: Enough Faith (Matthew 15) ............................................  1181

Women Who Followed Jesus: Little Things (Matthew 27).............................  1202

Mary Magdalene: Set Free (Matthew 28)...........................................................  1204

The Woman Who Suffered: Hope in Jesus (Mark 5) .......................................  1217

The Widow with Two Coins: An Opportunity to Give (Mark 12)...................  1232

Elizabeth: Waiting (Luke 1) .....................................................................................  1243

Anna: Well-Timed Encouragement (Luke 2) .......................................................  1249

The Widow of Nain: Meeting Your Needs (Luke 7) ..........................................  1259

Joanna and Susanna: Giving Back (Luke 8) .......................................................  1261

Mary and Martha: Peace or Panic (Luke 10) ......................................................  1269

A Crippled Woman: An Opportunity for Compassion (Luke 13) ...................  1275

The Woman Caught in Sin: The Grace of Forgiveness (John 8) ...................  1312

Dorcas: The Eyes of Love (Acts 9) .........................................................................  1350

Rhoda: Dealing with Difficult People (Acts 12) ..................................................  1354

Lydia: The Purpose of Money (Acts 16) ...............................................................  1362

Philip’s Four Daughters: Wholly His (Acts 21) ...................................................  1370

Phoebe: Selfless Service (Romans 16) .................................................................  1404

Euodia and Syntyche: Not of One Mind (Philippians 4).................................  1469

The Bride of Christ (Revelation 19).......................................................................  1594
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Highlighted Verses

These are just some of the wonderful passages of Scripture that can help 
you live every day as a girl after God’s own heart. Each one is highlighted in 
this Bible along with a brief statement to help you apply it to your life. If you 

would like to begin planting God’s Word in your heart, you could choose 
verses from this list and check them off when you have memorized them.

❑ Genesis 1:1 ...............................  4

❑ Exodus 33:14 ...........................  124

❑ Leviticus 19:11 ........................  157

❑ Numbers 6:24-26 ...................  180

❑ Deuteronomy 6:5-7 ...............  231

❑ Joshua 1:9 ................................  269

❑ 1 Samuel 16:7 ..........................  362

❑ 2 Samuel 22:33 .......................  412

❑ 1 Chronicles 16:11 ..................  517

❑ 2 Chronicles 7:14....................  540

❑ Job 23:12 ..................................  640

❑ Psalm 4:8..................................  662

❑ Psalm 5:12 ................................  663

❑ Psalm 9:1 ..................................  664

❑ Psalm 16:11 ..............................  667

❑ Psalm 19:14..............................  670

❑ Psalm 23:1 ................................  673

❑ Psalm 25:4-5 ...........................  675

❑ Psalm 27:1 ................................  676

❑ Psalm 30:5 ...............................  677

❑ Psalm 34:4 ...............................  680

❑ Psalm 37:4................................  682

❑ Psalm 42:8 ...............................  687

❑ Psalm 46:1................................  690

❑ Psalm 51:10 .............................  694

❑ Psalm 103:12 ...........................  727

❑ Psalm 107:1..............................  732

❑ Psalm 111:10............................  735

❑ Psalm 118:24 ...........................  738

❑ Psalm 119:18 ...........................  739

❑ Psalm 119:105 .........................  743

❑ Psalm 121:7 ..............................  745

❑ Psalm 139:23-24.....................  752

❑ Proverbs 3:5-6 ........................  764

❑ Proverbs 4:23..........................  767

❑ Proverbs 9:10 ..........................  772

❑ Proverbs 11:24 ........................  775

❑ Proverbs 15:1 ..........................  778

❑ Proverbs 16:8 ..........................  780

❑ Isaiah 12:2 ................................  839

❑ Isaiah 26:3................................  851

❑ Isaiah 40:31 .............................  869

❑ Isaiah 41:10..............................  870

❑ Isaiah 55:8................................  888
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❑ Jeremiah 6:16 .........................  914

❑ Jeremiah 17:7-8 ......................  928

❑ Jeremiah 29:11 .......................  940

❑ Jeremiah 32:17 .......................  947

❑ Lamentations 3:22-23 ..........  982

❑ Ezekiel 11:19-20 .....................  996

❑ Hosea 6:3 .................................  1068

❑ Micah 6:8..................................  1110

❑ Micah 7:7 ..................................  1112

❑ Nahum 1:7 ................................  1116

❑ Zephaniah 3:17 .......................  1131

❑ Matthew 5:16 ..........................  1163

❑ Matthew 6:34..........................  1167

❑ Matthew 7:7.............................  1167

❑ Matthew 21:22........................  1190

❑ Mark 10:45...............................  1227

❑ Mark 16:15 ...............................  1239

❑ Luke 10:27 ................................  1267

❑ Luke 18:27 ................................  1282

❑ John 1:12 ..................................  1298

❑ John 3:16 ..................................  1302

❑ John 8:31-32............................  1313

❑ John 10:27-29 .........................  1317

❑ John 13:34-35 .........................  1323

❑ John 14:6..................................  1323

❑ John 14:27................................  1324

❑ Acts 1:8 .....................................  1336

❑ Acts 16:31 .................................  1363

❑ Romans 3:23............................  1387

❑ Romans 5:8 ..............................  1389

❑ Romans 6:23............................  1391

❑ Romans 8:28............................  1393

❑ Romans 12:2 ............................  1398

❑ 1 Corinthians 10:13................  1417

❑ 1 Corinthians 15:58 ...............  1426

❑ 2 Corinthians 5:17 ..................  1434

❑ Galatians 5:22-23...................  1449

❑ Galatians 6:9-10.....................  1451

❑ Ephesians 2:8-9......................  1455

❑ Ephesians 4:31-32 .................  1458

❑ Philippians 2:13-14................  1465

❑ Philippians 4:6 ........................  1470

❑ Philippians 4:8 ........................  1470

❑ Philippians 4:13 ......................  1470

❑ Colossians 3:23.......................  1477

❑ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.......  1485

❑ 2 Timothy 1:7...........................  1500

❑ 2 Timothy 3:16 ........................  1503

❑ Hebrews 4:16 ..........................  1521

❑ Hebrews 11:6...........................  1527

❑ Hebrews 13:5 ..........................  1531

❑ James 1:2-4, 5.........................  1534

❑ James 4:17 ...............................  1538

❑ 1 Peter 3:3-4 ............................  1544

❑ 1 John 1:8-9 .............................  1556

❑ 1 John 2:15 ...............................  1557

❑ Revelation 3:20 ......................  1579
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The Beginning of a New Life (Genesis 1:14) .................................................  4

Choices (Genesis 4:6–7)......................................................................................  10

Waiting (Genesis 8:3–14)....................................................................................  15

The Lord Will Provide (Genesis 22:14)............................................................  32

What If? (Genesis 32:7–11).................................................................................  51

A Forgiving Heart (Genesis 45:4–5)................................................................  68

You Can Trust the Lord (Genesis 50:20).........................................................  74

Thanks Be to God, Who Leads Us (Exodus 13:21–22)................................  97

Parents (Exodus 20:12) .......................................................................................  106

A Holy Life (Leviticus 11:44) ...............................................................................  147

Constant Protection (Numbers 10:33–36) ....................................................  186

No Complaining (Numbers 20:2–5) ................................................................  198

We Belong to God (Deuteronomy 6:4–5) ......................................................  231

God’s Treasure (Deuteronomy 26:18) .............................................................  251

Eternal Refuge (Deuteronomy 33:27) .............................................................  263

Be of Good Courage (Joshua 1:5–9) ...............................................................  269

God Is in the Details (Joshua 21:45)................................................................  295

God’s Ways (Judges 21:25) ................................................................................  331

Different Paths (Ruth 1:16-19) ..........................................................................  334

Why This Title? (1 Samuel 13:13–14) ...............................................................  358

Beauty from the Heart (1 Samuel 16:7) ..........................................................  363

The Good Fight (1 Samuel 17:45).....................................................................  366

Show Kindness (2 Samuel 9:1)..........................................................................  395

Desire God’s Wisdom (1 Kings 3:4–15)...........................................................  423

Devotions
A girl after God’s own heart not only learns about God’s Word 

but also applies it to her everyday life. Each of these brief devotions 
and prayers will help you live out the truths of the Bible as you 

grow deeper in your relationship with God.

1606



Precious Promises (1 Kings 8:56) .....................................................................  433

A Handful to Share (1 Kings 17:7–16)..............................................................  447

Be Courageous! (1 Chronicles 28:9–10, 20) ..................................................  530

Be Intentional (2 Chronicles 16:9) ....................................................................  548

Better Than Happiness (Nehemiah 8:10) ......................................................  599

True Beauty Never Fades (Esther 9:29–32)...................................................  619

Everything Comes from God (Job 1:21).........................................................  623

Take Heart (Job 42:10–17) .................................................................................  657

The Wrong Kind of Friend (Psalm 1:1) ............................................................  660

Praise God! (Psalm 16:11) ...................................................................................  668

God’s Truths (Psalm 19:8–10)............................................................................  671

Dark Valleys (Psalm 23:4) ...................................................................................  674

Godly Speech (Psalm 39:1) ................................................................................  685

Serious Business (Psalm 42:1–2)......................................................................  688

Keeping It Together (Psalm 46:10) ..................................................................  691

God Hears You (Psalm 55:22)............................................................................  697

Your Priorities Are Showing (Psalm 90:12) ...................................................  721

Thank God in All Circumstances (Psalm 103:1–5) ......................................  727

Your Personal Road Map (Psalm 119:18–19).................................................  739

One Common Sign (Psalm 139:7–10)..............................................................  751

A Shoulder to Lean On (Psalm 147:3) .............................................................  756

Listen for Directions (Proverbs 3:5–6)............................................................  764

Getting to the Heart of the Matter (Proverbs 4:23) ...................................  767

The Best Kind of Friend (Proverbs 17:17).......................................................  782

A Time for Everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1) ........................................................  804

Speak Up . . . Sometimes (Ecclesiastes 5:2) ..................................................  806

Do Your Part (Ecclesiastes 9:10)........................................................................  810

Doing What’s Right (Isaiah 1:17) ......................................................................  825

Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) ...............................................................................  835

Restore Your Energy (Isaiah 40:27–31)...........................................................  868

When Bad Things Happen (Isaiah 41:10).......................................................  870

God Makes No Mistakes (Isaiah 49:13–16) ...................................................  881
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Acceptance and Obedience (Isaiah 55:8–9).................................................  889

The Lord Will Guide You Always (Isaiah 58:11) ............................................  892

A Work in Progress (Jeremiah 1:4–10) ...........................................................  904

God’s Grand Plan (Jeremiah 29:10–14)..........................................................  941

Freedom from Guilt (Jeremiah 31:31–34)......................................................  946

Nothing Is Too Hard for You (Jeremiah 32:17–20) ......................................  948

Daily Preparation (Lamentations 3:22–26)....................................................  982

God’s Precious Creation (Ezekiel 36:26–27) .................................................  1026

The Highest Calling (Daniel 3:16–18) .............................................................  1047

Getting Serious About Prayer (Daniel 6:22) .................................................  1054

Today Is the Day (Micah 6:8).............................................................................  1111

A Strong Faith (Matthew 4:4)............................................................................  1161

Loving the Unlovely (Matthew 5:44–45) .......................................................  1164

Don’t Be Anxious (Matthew 11:28–30)...........................................................  1174

The Labor of Love (Matthew 20:28)................................................................  1188

Focus Your Thoughts on God (Matthew 22:37) ...........................................  1192

He Is Risen! (Matthew 28:6) ..............................................................................  1205

It’s Your Choice (Mark 1:35)...............................................................................  1209

Honor Your Father and Mother (Mark 7:10)..................................................  1220

Be Bold! (Mark 8:34–38).....................................................................................  1224

God’s Word in Your Heart (Mark 12:30) .........................................................  1230

With Full Confidence (Mark 14:32-36)............................................................  1235

A Heart for God (Luke 1:38) ...............................................................................  1244

Resisting Temptation (Luke 4:1–13) ................................................................  1252

Track Your Thoughts (Luke 6:45) .....................................................................  1257

Dress Up, Fix Up, Look Up (Luke 10:25–28)..................................................   1268

Better Than Gold (Luke 16:13)...........................................................................  1279

Forgive Over and Over Again (Luke 17:3–4).................................................  1280

You Are Important (Luke 19:1–10) ...................................................................  1283

Personal Attention (Luke 22:24–30) ...............................................................  1289

Forgiving Others (Luke 23:32–34) ...................................................................  1292
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Love Is a Choice (John 3:16)..............................................................................  1302

Simplify Your Life (John 4:31–34)....................................................................  1305

Developing a Giving Spirit (John 6:1–13)......................................................  1308

A Powerful Love (John 10:14–15) ....................................................................  1316

Love Each Other (John 13:34–35)....................................................................  1322

Experiencing God’s Peace (John 16:33) ........................................................  1326

Jesus Is the Only Way (Acts 4:12) ....................................................................  1341

A Girl After God’s Own Heart (Acts 13:22) ....................................................  1357

A Fresh Start (Acts 26:9–11, 20)........................................................................  1376

Whom Do You Serve? (Acts 27:23)...................................................................  1379

God’s Grace (Romans 3:22–24) ........................................................................  1387

God’s Plan for You (Romans 8:28) ...................................................................  1393

Your Full Attention (Romans 12:10).................................................................  1399

Taking Care of Your Body and Mind (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) ...................  1413

God’s Way Out (1 Corinthians 10:13)...............................................................  1417

Choosing Your Friends (1 Corinthians 15:33) ................................................  1425

New Life in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) ...........................................................  1434

God’s Grace (2 Corinthians 12:9) ......................................................................  1440

People-Pleasing (Galatians 1:10) .....................................................................  1445

Self-Control—It’s a Good Thing (Galatians 5:22–23) ................................  1450

Victory over Negative Thinking (Philippians 4:8)........................................  1468

Putting on Patience (Colossians 3:12).............................................................  1478

Having a Positive Attitude (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18) ...............................  1485

Change Your Day . . . and Your Life (2 Timothy 3:16)..................................  1502

The Bible Is Alive (Hebrews 4:12) ....................................................................  1521

Praying with Confidence (1 John 5:14–15) ...................................................  1559

Beautiful in God’s Eyes (Jude 24) ...................................................................  1573

Jesus at the Door of Your Heart (Revelation 3:20)......................................  1580

Your String of “Todays” (Revelation 22:12) ...................................................  1598
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Honoring Your Parents (Exodus 20)................................................................  107

Bullying (Leviticus 19)..........................................................................................  157

Personal Discipline (Numbers 20)...................................................................  200

Knowing His Will (Deuteronomy 10)...............................................................  236

The Use of Your Time (Deuteronomy 32).......................................................  259

Fear (Joshua 1) ......................................................................................................  268

Peer Pressure (Judges 14) .................................................................................  322

How You Look (1 Samuel 16) .............................................................................  364

Success (2 Samuel 8)...........................................................................................  393

Wisdom (1 Kings 3)...............................................................................................  422

His Promises (1 Kings 8) .....................................................................................  431

Gossip and Slander (1 Kings 21).......................................................................  455

The Purpose of Prayer (1 Chronicles 2)..........................................................  500

Pride and Humility (2 Chronicles 32) ..............................................................  566

Learning (Nehemiah 9) .......................................................................................  601

Your Purpose (Esther 4)......................................................................................  614

Time with God (Job 23) ......................................................................................  641

My Speech (Psalm 51) .........................................................................................  694

What’s Really Important (Psalm 119) .............................................................  741

Your Identity in Christ (Psalm 139)..................................................................  752

Honesty (Proverbs 11) .........................................................................................  774

What God Says About…

Do you ever wonder what the Bible says about practical things like your 
relationship with your parents, discovering God’s will for your life, and 

learning how to make good choices? Here is a list of the brief but helpful 
explanations you’ll find in your Girl After God’s Own Heart Bible.
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Laziness (Proverbs 26) ........................................................................................  792

Money (Ecclesiastes 5) ........................................................................................  807

The Bible (Isaiah 40)............................................................................................  867

Communication (Isaiah 49)................................................................................  882

Discouragement (Jeremiah 15) ........................................................................  925

Doing the Right Things (Jeremiah 29)............................................................  942

Suffering (Jeremiah 52) ......................................................................................  974

Sin (Ezekiel 18).......................................................................................................  1004  

Making Good Choices (Daniel 6) .....................................................................  1053

The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6).........................................................................  1166

Anger (Mark 3) ......................................................................................................  1212

Friends (Luke 10) ..................................................................................................  1266

Your Conscience (John 16) ................................................................................  1325

Rebellion (Acts 13)................................................................................................  1358

Seeking a Heart of Faith (Romans 12)............................................................  1400

Temptation (1 Corinthians 10)...........................................................................  1416

The Right Kind of Friends (1 Corinthians 15) ................................................  1423

Spiritual Growth (2 Corinthians 5)...................................................................  1433

Forgiveness (Ephesians 4) .................................................................................  1458

Imperfect Families (Ephesians 6).....................................................................  1460

Worry (Philippians 4) ...........................................................................................  1467

Godliness (Titus 1)................................................................................................  1508

Forgiving Others (Hebrews 12) ........................................................................  1530

Being Jealous (James 3).....................................................................................  1537

Growing in Faith (2 Peter 3) ..............................................................................  1552

Difficult Times (Revelation 21)..........................................................................  1596
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This Bible Is YOURS to Treasure
The Bible is the most important book you will ever read because it tells 
you all about who God is, how much He loves you, and His wonderful 
plans for you. There’s no other book like it, and reading it often will 
change your life. 
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Bible.
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