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With an abundance of 
natural beauty, Colorado is 
unquestionably a destination 

for artistic inspiration and for outdoor 
adventures. The Southwestern state is filled 
with natural wonders such as the Rocky 
Mountains, Pueblo dwellings, several 
national forests and a diverse landscape 
that includes snow-capped peaks, rushing 
rivers and desert scenery. Such splendor has 
culminated in lively arts centers, events, 
museums and galleries in the Western genre. 
From the vibrant capital of Denver, to the 
smaller winter destinations of Vail and 

Aspen, there’s no shortage of art activities for 
the Western collector.

Starting with the American Museum of 
Western Art in Denver, visitors will see a 
large collection of historic and contemporary 
Western work, ranging from 19th century 
to present day. The museum is home to the 
popular Anschutz Collection, consisting of 
over 600 drawings, paintings and sculptures, 
illustrating the history of the American West. 
Denver is also home to one of the largest 
art museums in the country, the Denver 
Art Museum. They represent a variety of 
cultures in 12 different collections, including 

a collection known as the Petrie Institute of 
Western American Art. The collection contains 
paintings, sculpture and works on paper dating 
from the early 1800s to the present. 

The Coors Western Art Exhibit & Sale is 
an event and gallery exhibition that happens 
every January in Denver, alongside the 
National Western Stock Show that runs for 
16 days. The work ranges from a mix of styles 
and mediums by renowned and new-to- 
the-scene artists. While the Stock Show has 
canceled this year’s events due to Covid-19, 
The Coors ventured online to showcase their 
Western works.

Wintery Pikes Peak. © Visit Denver. Photo by Chris Gilbert.
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Many might also enjoy Vail, a small ski 
destination 90 minutes from Denver, that holds 
their annual Vail Arts Festival. Towards the 
south, Colorado Springs hosts a First Friday 
Artwalk from 5 to 8 p.m., along Colorado 
avenue, known as the Old Colorado City, 
laden with 19th-century brick buildings full of 
galleries, restaurants and shops. 

Visitors can also fi nd popular Western-
themed galleries including Claggett/Rey 
Gallery in Edwards, Broadmoor Galleries in 
Colorado Springs and Ann Korologos Gallery
in Basalt. Sorrel Sky Gallery in Durango 
has a great mix of contemporary and 

traditional Western art, often described as 
“a fresh Western approach.” The galleries all 
represent some of the fi nest Western artists, 
with different styles, themes and media, that 
also includes jewelry and pottery. 

Continue reading through this section to 
get additional information on events and art 
happenings, along with a look at talented 
artists such as Don Woodard, Sherry Cobb, 
Sandy Graves, Eugene J. Diodato Jr., and 
shops like Enver from Denver Fine Rugs & 
Restoration and Lone Tree Antiques & Fine Art. 
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Downtown Denver. © Visit Denver. Photo by Marica Ward

The Hamilton Building at the Denver Art Museum. © Denver Art Museum.

Intro.indd   67Intro.indd   67 1/30/21   7:32 PM1/30/21   7:32 PM



St
at

e o
f t

he
 A

rt
: C

O
LO

R
A

D
O

70

Sorrel Sky Gallery
828 Main Avenue, Durango, CO 81301 
(970) 247-3555, info@sorrelsky.com 
www.sorrelsky.com

The paintings of Colorado artists Tom 
Lockhart, Elsa Sroka and Edward Aldrich, 
with Sorrel Sky Gallery, may seem like they 
wouldn’t be part of the same collection, yet 
they have a cohesive energy that you can see 
and feel. 

Each clearly conveys the joy they find in 
their chosen subject matter, and this energy 
complements the other. From sweeping 
Western landscapes to intriguing encounters 
with cows to sophisticated wildlife portraits, 
they capture what brings them joy, which 
connects us, the viewer, to their work. 

“Those connections that we feel are 
the best way to stay true to yourself when 
acquiring art,” says Sorrel Sky. “Whether 
adding art to an existing collection or starting 
a new one, stay true to yourself, and look for 
works that speak to you personally.”

 When a piece of art sparks something 
inside of you—joy, excitement, anticipation, 
imagination—Sorrel Sky challenges you to 
listen to those feelings. Instead of thinking, 
“How will this match what I already have?” 
Think, “How will this energy add to my 
collection?” Those personal insights will help 
you create an environment that gives you 
lasting joy and happiness.

Sorrel Sky Gallery, Companionship,  
oil on board, 46 x 40", by Edward Aldrich.

Sorrel Sky Gallery, North Clear Creek Falls Runoff, oil on board, 30 x 40", by Tom Lockhart. Sorrel Sky Gallery, The Beach, oil on board,  
16 x 20”, by Elsa Sroka.
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