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Sorrel Sky Gallery is presenting a show 
of the distinctive yet complementary plein 
air paintings created recently by Peggy 
Immel and Stephen Day. Each has submitted 
roughly a dozen works inspired by the West-
ern landscapes they revere.

Immel has been focusing on color rela-
tionships, how they change the mood or 
feeling of a painting as she shifts her palette 
from cooler to warmer. She has also been 
introducing more man-made objects, per-
haps a road, a fence-line, a small structure or 
village, to preserve the human influence and 
keep her paintings engaging. Immel says she 
likes to “walk a site that attracts me, writing 
down my ideas, my reason to paint what I see. 
Later, I’ll make a small value sketch. Finally, I 
set all of that aside and just paint intuitively. 
This process allows for an easier flow of crea-
tivity. I believe the ‘why’ of a painting mat-
ters more than the ‘what.’ The most exciting 
pieces to paint have both a visual and philo-
sophical foundation.”

Day often revisits his childhood memo-
ries of the big skies and open spaces of Wyo-
ming. On a recent trip, he took more than 
800 photographs and painted various small 
plein air studies. Some of those studies have 
turned into large pieces made in the studio. 
Day often works on a piece for a time, sets 
it aside, and works on something else. Later, 
he will return to the original piece, develop-
ing and enhancing the final imagery. “I paint 
every day, pretty loose and quick to get a 
fresh response. These are landscapes, skies, 
and seasonal scenes inspired by the South-
west. But part of my heart will always be in 
Wyoming.”
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RECORDING THE WEST PEGGY IMMEL (b. 1943), Peaches and Cream, 2016, oil 

on linen panel, 8 x 10 in.


