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EDWARD ALDRICH

In the golden rosy light, a lone gray wolf  stands 
still upon a drift of  snow. His coat, a mix of  
ash gray, rich black, and snowy white, sets off  

the golden eyes that stare off  into the distance. Each 
strand of  fur stands out in stark detail. The shadows 
on the ground flow with the contours of  the snow. 
At first glance, the scene looks like a photograph, 
but it’s actually a painting, rendered with the precise 
brush techniques of  wildlife and natural-world artist 
Edward “Ned” Aldrich. 

Based in Golden, Colorado, Aldrich has been 
creating art that reflects the wonder of  the natural 
world for more than 30 years. A four-year B.A. in 
illustration at the Rhode Island School of  Design in 
1987 and a number of  workshops with recognized  

 
artists such as T. Allen Lawson and Clyde Aspevig 
laid a foundation for a distinctive style that has made 
Aldrich one of  the most popular wildlife painters in 
North America. Known for his representationalism 
and sense of  composition, he is a master at breathing 
life into his subjects through oil and sketch, with 
occasional forays into bronze. 

Aldrich was born in New York City in 1965 and 
began his life accustomed to an urban environment. 
Even as a toddler, he was fascinated with animals and 
nature. Growing up, he devoured books on animals, 
tracing them and later doing little oil paintings of  
aspen trees and elk. “At that point, there was no such 
thing as ‘wildlife art.’ I just thought wildlife was really 
cool,” he says. 
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ABOVE: Siblings, oil, 32 x 36 in.
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Neither of  his parents were artists, and Aldrich says he 
doesn’t know where the artistic sense came from. “I always 
loved to draw. That’s all I really wanted to do. I loved the idea 
of  Colorado, even when I was in New York, but I don’t have 
a clue why.”

When Aldrich’s parents divorced when he was 10, he 
moved with his mother to Colorado, where they lived in a 
small cabin in the mountains. When he wasn’t in school, he 
would roam the wilderness exploring. “It was like a dream 
come true,” Aldrich says. “There is something so refreshing 
about the open spaces and forests that felt like coming home. 
Rather than leaving home in New York, it was like coming 
home to Colorado.” It was a feeling he knew he wanted to 
paint for the rest of  his life. “That’s what I wanted to do, 
and that’s all I’ve ever done. It’s what I’ve always loved. It’s 
magical.”

Primarily painting in oil, Aldrich travels the world to 
photograph the animals he paints. He specializes in North 
American wildlife, birds, and big cats. He also paints a broad 
spectrum of  habitats and landscapes.

He has earned numerous awards and exhibited widely. 
This October he’ll have a one-man show at Sorrel Sky 
Gallery in Durango, Colorado.

“I first found Ned in 1993 when I was working as an 

art scout for the Franklin Mint,” says Shanan Campbell, 
owner of  Sorrel Sky. “I’ve loved his work from the get-go. 
In fact, for the 20th anniversary of  our gallery this year, I 
commissioned a huge painting from Ned. He’s incredible 
and one of  the most talented artists I’ve ever known.”

With more than 25 one-man shows under his belt, 
Aldrich is also the author of  Drawing and Painting Animals: How 
to Capture the Essence of Wildlife in Your Art, which features more 
than 100 of  his paintings and drawings. 

He continues to find ways to evolve his craft through 
new techniques and new ideas, always searching for how his 
next piece can wow someone with a sense of  wonder and 
connection with the natural world. 

“What I paint now,” Aldrich says, “is really just an 
expression of  the greatness of  these animals, just for their 
own sake — the beauty of  them and the majesty and the 
variations and just all the wonderful qualities of  them.” 

—Heide Brandes

Edward Aldrich’s one-man show at Sorrel Sky Gallery opens October 
21 and will be on view for 30 days. He will teach an advanced 
painting workshop at the gallery October 21–23. sorrelsky.com, 
edwardaldrich.com.

ABOVE: Challenger, oil, 24 x 40 in.

075_084_ci1022.indd   79075_084_ci1022.indd   79 7/25/22   11:07 PM7/25/22   11:07 PM


