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When David Yarrow snapped one of the most iconic sports photographs ever taken, he was, by
his own admission, "merely a fan with a camera."

It was the final of the 1986 FIFA World Cup in Mexico, and at age 20, he was sitting pitchside.
Yarrow -- who's since made millions off his work -- had only started taking pictures of soccer
matches in Scotland for a local magazine the year before, while studying at university. Traveling
to the World Cup as a freelancer, he unexpectedly received accreditation from the Scottish
Football Association after he arrived. But thanks to a rule allowing each nation to have an
accredited photographer on the field -- and the fact that he was the only Scottish shooter who
stuck around after his country was eliminated -- he found himself in a fortuitous spot.

Right after Argentina beat West Germany to take the title, fans swarmed the pitch and the
winning team lifted up its captain, Diego Armando Maradona. Yarrow rushed up to the scene
and snapped his now-famous photo of Maradona in the air with his arms raised, smiling. The
image went on to be syndicated and appeared in publications around the world.
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"It's a special picture," Yarrow said in a phone interview. "I was lucky. My wide angle lens wasn't
great, but he looked right at me. And it showed the importance of getting close."

Surprisingly, this didn't immediately kick off Yarrow's career as a photographer. In 1988, he took
a job at a bank instead, and later financed his own hedge fund. When the financial crisis hit in
2008, however, his world collapsed. Photography had always been at the back of his mind, and
he started plotting his way to it as a career.

"Why would you photograph a bison in the summer?" Yarrow asked. "So, I went to Yellowstone when it was cold and
miserable -- because they're tough animals, and that's what I wanted to do." Credit: David Yarrow

"I had financial responsibilities. I had to be a photographer that was earning quite a bit of money
to be able to look after things in my life," he said. "So I spent four years working towards the day
where I knew that I could earn enough income as a photographer that I could take that risk."

A life in photos
The tipping point was in 2015, when he took a breakthrough picture titled "Mankind," showing
Dinka herdsmen in a cattle camp in South Sudan. "I knew I could sell it for a million dollars," he
said. "It's got depth, emotion, it's raw, it's visceral, and it's still probably one of my most coveted
images. And I was right: People pay $100,000 for that one image now." (Yarrow usually prints
his best photographs in two runs of 12 each, and once they're gone, they're gone.)
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A 2019 shot of Cindy Crawford with an interesting passenger riding shotgun, taken in Nevada City, Montana. "I've
worked with Cindy a lot," Yarrow said. "She's brilliant. This was the first time we actually worked with each other. You
need to tell a story. So you've got the guy behind as well as her and the wolf. You need to have more than one layer."
Credit: David Yarrow

From there, Yarrow went on to make his name in photography by taking pictures of more sports
stars, models, landscapes and wildlife, becoming an ardent conservationist. His new book "How
I make photographs" is a very practical, pocket-size manual with his best advice to make it big
as a photographer, but it also narrates his journey from hedge fund manager to fine art
photographer -- because even though he's most famous for his wildlife work, he refuses the
label.

A grumpy macaque photographed at Jigokudani Monkey Park in Japan in 2013. "This picture is not even sharp,"
Yarrow said. "It's not even quite in focus. But the weather was so miserable and dark and it shows. This picture is
sold out, but if I found another 100 I could sell them all today, because there's something human about it." Credit:

David Yarrow
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"I never considered myself to be a wildlife photographer. I'm a photographer. I never understand
why the subject matter that you're photographing tends to then be joined by the word
photography -- it doesn't really happen in any other profession," he said.

Perhaps his main lesson is the importance of planning, which applies to all of his greatest shots
including "Mankind," which was the result of careful staging and, crucially, bringing a ladder to
gain a vantage point.

Taken in South Sudan in 2015, this picture was a turning point in Yarrow's career, as it got him represented by a
leading US gallery owner. Credit: David Yarrow

"It was Ansel Adams that taught the world there are two different types of photographers: people
that take photographs, and people that make them -- and he was a maker of pictures," Yarrow
said. The research, the process that comes before ever picking up the camera is what matters,
he added.

Another tenet of his approach is that you have to get close, as is evident from that historic
Maradona shot, as well as many of his striking portraits of magnificent animals, such as
panthers, buffalo and polar bears. Eye contact equals emotion, he said.
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"It's all about having their eyes sharp: eyes have got to be sharp. And it's not easy to do with animals like that,
because they move so quickly," Yarrow said of this 2018 photograph taken in South Africa. Credit: David Yarrow

The book goes on to cover everything from equipment to prints ("Make your pictures very hard
to get hold of," he said.), with lots of practical examples and a good compendium of his work,
which is mostly in black and white.

Above all, Yarrow says, a photographer has to be bold, because the best pictures possess two
key factors: that you can look at them for a long time, and that they can probably never be taken
again. "The whole point is to go the road less traveled," he said.

"David Yarrow: How I make photographs" is published by Laurence King.

Sorrel Sky Proudly Offers David Yarrow’s Work
Santa Fe  |  Durango

“Bearish” by David Yarrow
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