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I was born in Paris to French parents, who before I
turned two, built a 65 ft. sailboat and set out upon
the world’s oceans in search of adventure.  In such
quarters, one’s imagination is a powerful force, and
I learnt the advantages of recycling, saving, and
creating beautiful things from the mariner’s
milieu.  At the age five, my parents settled in the
French Caribbean island, Martinique, where I spent
my formative years walking the white sands and
nurturing creativity.  But an adventurer’s soul
surrenders to the call of foreign lands.  Thirsty for
adventure, I moved to Canada where I met my
husband, Darryl.  In Canada for 13 years I worked
for Apptastic Software, a Canadian company that
catered to the Toy and seasonal Industry in North

America and Hong Kong.  At the same time I took Art history and interior design classes
for several years and found them invigorating and a great foundation for the future
designs of Charlie Banana. Then, in 2003, the family moved to Hong Kong where my two
children were born.

Tell us about your family.

Currently I live between the USA and Hong Kong. I have a daughter Charlie, who is 5
and my son, Zachary, who is 8 years old.  Our family is very eco conscious – I do what I
can and try to teach my children to make better choices that reduce our carbon
footprints. Individual efforts make a big difference.

 

What inspired you to invent and start Charlie Banana?

I was lucky to start cloth diapering when my first baby was born in 2006, and when my
girlfriend Agnès introduced me to cloth.  As a parent, you want your child to be
always comfortable and healthy. I found cloth diapers to be very soft and comfortable to
me as a mom.  Considering the amount of time a baby spends in diapers, I thought it was
an amazing product and it needed to be marketed, explained and styled to appeal to our
generation! I fell in love with the concept and realized how difficult it was to find modern
stylish cloth diapers. I had discovered a raw crystal – a diamond in the rough.

When you have your first child, you absolutely want the healthiest, the cutest and the
most Eco friendly products. The savings are simply the cherry on top! We launched
Charlie Banana® in October 2010 and it’s so much more than just cloth diapers, Charlie
Banana® is truly an important lifestyle for Parents.
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What has been your greatest challenge as a mom-preneur?

Mothers who start businesses have to simultaneously run their families and their
companies. The greatest challenge was to achieve balance. I called “balance” – a
“juggle.” And juggling is something us moms can be incredibly skilled at doing. A lot of it
is prioritizing, not trying to do everything at once. Another major piece of advice is to ask
for help and hire help, even if that means a babysitter or someone to cook meals.  This
frees up the time not only for business but also for spending quality time with a family.

Have you received an award for Charlie Banana products?  Which award(s)?   Tell
us about the product and what it means to win such an award.

Charlie Banana has a long history of awards which are listed on our website:
http://www.charliebanana.com/Diapering-Awards-_ep_82-1.html.  The most recent ones
include being the winner of She Knows Parenting Awards 2013 and a shortlisted winner
of Mother and Baby Awards 2014 for the best reusable diaper. Our most popular product
is Charlie Banana® 2-in-1 reusable diaper system which is a cloth pocket diaper that is
used with reusable washable inserts but has a “smart” front panel gives you the option of
tucking in a disposable pad when you need to.

Charlie Banana® One-Size reusable cloth diaper can fit a baby from birth to potty
training. These diapers are fitted with a bra-strap adjustment One-Size system which
allows for a secure and comfortable fit around the legs. They also come with snaps to
size the waist of the diaper as the baby grows. Diapers’ shell lining is made out of the
finest micro-fleece, a material that is soft, stay-dry and almost stain-free. The leak-proof
outer shell is made out of polyester laminated with a waterproof PUL layer.

For us to get an award means an acknowledgment by the parent community. They have
has tested the product and compared it with many other products on a market. So it is
very important for us to stand out.

 What’s next for you and Charlie Banana?

I am a huge dreamer, building my brand as a lifestyle is really the ambition. We should all
be having a good lifestyle using products that are safer for us. Seeing parents embrace a
happy healthy life style is something very rewarding. I want Charlie Banana® to become
a trusted household brand name for babies and generations to come.  When you step
into the world of reusable, you simply cannot go back. Every product that you purchase
will have to meet your new criteria. You suddenly look at your daily habits and realized oh
my God! First you start with your cleaning products: why should anyone almost pass
out from toxic fumes while cleaning their bathroom, when you can have a lovely vinegar
or orange oil scented product as efficient for same or less money? You will start reading
labels on the cookies box and anything you feed your children as Xanthan gum and
natural flavoring sadly means the same as MSG. Then you look at all your plastic
utensils, and the list goes on and on. Our customers begin with our diapers and then they
continue to immerse themselves into this reusable stylish lifestyle.

What one piece of parenting advice would you give to new parents?

Do not let the “Poo Factor” scare you from discovering cloth diapering. If using a liner, it
is easy as 1,2,3! In doubt, please try one at night at least! (Babies do not usually poo at
night). It will be the best 20 bucks you’ve spent. It is almost like saying, “Love is
complicated” and requires too much work. When you love someone, it is the best, and
that little work is worth it.

Charlie Banana® offers a hybrid diaper. It can be both a cloth diaper with reusable
inserts or it can be used with disposable biodegradable inserts if necessary, such as
holidays and drop-off with grandparents. This can help new parents to transition from
disposable diapers as it is less intimidating and gives parents more options

What are 5 essential things you think every dad should have to make parenting
easier?

Worry Less

Don’t assume that the mother will naturally have a stronger connection with the baby
than you will. Rest assured that as long as you spend time with your baby, a bond will
develop between the two of you.

Expect to receive conflicting advice.
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Share this:

Weigh your options and find what feels right for you and your family. Don’t waste your
energy worrying about what others will think of your decisions.

One-on-one dad time

Make sure you schedule some toddler time. Try and have this date each week (and don’t
watch movies! There’s no communication when you stare at a screen). Take your toddler
to local park playground, go for ice-cream, walk on the beach, just go out and be
together.

Communicate

Communication is the most essential tool for the success of a marriage and a family. Yet
it’s a tool that men are not traditionally very good at. Talk to your wife and children, but,
more importantly, listen to their messages, both obvious and subtle, and communicate
back to them that you heard them and understand what they are saying.

Read to Your Child.

In a world dominated by television and internet, it is important that fathers make the effort
to read to their children. Begin reading when they are very young and as they get older,
encourage them to read on their own. Instilling a love of reading is one of the best ways
to ensure children will have a lifetime of literacy and personal and career growth.

What sets Charlie Banana apart from other diaper companies?

Charlie Banana became the first cloth diapering brand featured in a national network of
Target Stores in the US in 2013.  This was a major stepping stone for the whole cloth
diapering world.  Easy access and wide coverage though national stores introduced cloth
diapering to parents who might have never discovered this stylish reusable product.

Charlie Banana has a worldwide network of supportive retailers, the USA being the
largest market. We have already established strong partnerships with store chains like
BabiesRUS.com, Target.com, Walmart.com, Amazon, Diapers.com and Mothercare.
There is also a large international network of smaller specialized Charlie Banana
retailers.

We are indeed a truly international company – this is also reflected by the locations of our
offices – in the USA, Hong Kong and Eastern Europe. Our team   is   an   eclectic   mix  
of   Canadians, Americans, French, British, Chinese and Lithuanian.
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