UTAH'S HIGH ALTITUDE ALTERNATIVE

IMOUNTAIN|

WEEKLY

~N
o~
25
-
n
2
—
-
o
>
©
(=)
N
e
~N
=
o
w
-]
=
Ll
Q
w
(=]

In 1979. s"i;ﬁbc‘clioountry'
skiers were at the scene
of an ovalunche in Big :

.

National Public Radio. -
in 1998, nearly 20 years
later, the story still
serves as a reminder of

e

what can hnppen
higl m,wamg-

AR

PARK CITY’S ONLY WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

/

v

Goat-Fur Boots and Unofficial Brews
INSIDE _
NAKED CITY ASTROTIMES




Old Tails and Their Tales

Mark Miller Traffics in Skis and Ski History
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Miller began selling some of his antique
skis four years ago, after seeing how visi-
tors to his Park City home enthused over
the pairs he had mounted on his walls. To
replace ones he sold, he began frequenting
antique shows and flea markets in New
England and Canada. His largest acquisi-
tion came when a San Diego restaurant
changed its decor and sold him 100 pairs.
Miller now owns 450 pairs of wooden
skis, most of them without metal edges
(though first used in 1928, these edges
_didn’t become common until the 1940s), as
“well as 350 pairs of snowshoes and an
array of bamboo poles. Because he trea-

s the itarns frofn his hometown, he

606 themman his permanent collection
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on the sides of the skis, Most of Millo ki
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Even early in the century, word of innova-
tions spread fast. Because the first wooden
skis commonly split up the middle, ski mak-

ers began carving a nipple-like tip on the
boards. This helped prevent the wood—
generally hickory, pine, maple or ash—
from splitting. Later, many wood-workers
started carving a ridge into the top of the
skis. This helped direct snow away from
the foot and may have contributed to the
skis’ tortional stability. ‘
Miller owns many pairs of both the nip-
ple-tipped and the ridge-top skis, as well as
a rare pair of 80-year-old shaped skis (skis
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His collection also includes a pair of the

first metal skis ever made. Produced in
1948 by Tey Manufacturing, they were
heavy and rigid—“terrible skis,” says Miller.
Just two years later, however, a Harvard
graduate named Howard Head introduced
an improved metal ski, and by 1960 metal
skis dominated sales.

The best clue as to the age of the skis, says
Miller, is the bindings. In the early 1900s,
more skiers began using heel straps in addi-
tion to leather toe loops. By the early '30s,
bear-trap-style bindings had gained populari-
ty. These bindings resembled front-throw
cable telemark bindings—only, instead of leav-
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pole with leather straps. These aeliCate pules
broke often, even when new. Rather than buy
ing new pairs after breaking single poles, fru
gal New Englanders would mix-and match
sets. Today, matching pairs‘are rare.
Miller hopes that people who purchase
the vintage ski equipment appreciate it as
much as he did, back when his grandfather
showed him his treasured skis. “What I'm
hoping is that people display.them with
pride like a piece of artwork,” he soys
“They're part of history, so it's a way of
ing a home character.”
More information is available on Miller’s
website; at www.antiqueskis.com,
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