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Collecting,

Vintage hickory skis, lace-up
boots and worn, leather-strapped
ski poles are a few of many ski-
related items enthusiasts collect
and display.

According to the Merriam-
Webster Online Dictionary, the
word “ski” is a Norwegian Old
Norse word, “skith,” meaning “a
stick of wood.”

Archaeologists have uncovered
evidence that skiing, as a means of
travel, dates back 10,000 years.
Wikipedia online encyclopedia tells
that early skis were covered with
fur, making them noiseless and
easy to walk in. According to
Wikipedia, skis were used in the
Sierra Nevada gold fields in 1850,
and in 1856 to ferry mail from
Carson City, Nev., to Placerville,
Calif. These long 10- to 14-foot skis
crossed 94 miles in four days.

Collectors claim these long skis
yield $800.

In a display, handcrafted skis
are represented as a work of art.
Skis leaned next to a fireplace or
mounted on a wall along with ski
poles and boots make a cozy, yet
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dramatic display.

Collector Mark Miller has com-
piled the largest collection of
antique wooden skis and snow-
shoes in the United States. He has
decorated many four-star hotels
with ski-related antiques.

Miller has tips on displaying
vintage ski collections on his Web
site, antiqueskis.com. He says skis
can be placed together, leaned
against a wall side-by-side, angled,
straight, etc. He suggests placing
ski poles on either side of a pair of
crossed skis. Miller deals in ski-
related items and can be reached
at P.O. Box 3836, Park City, UT
84060; phone, (888) 753-7807.

A quick check of E-bay shows
dozens of vintage snow ski sets
with poles, mostly priced in the
$80 to $250 price range.

“Maloney’s Antiques &
Collectibles Resource Directory”
lists collector Gary Schwartz who
wants pre-1940 books, company
catalogs, magazines, post cards,
sheet music, posters, photographs,
etc. relating to skiing. Schwartz
can be reached at 1099 D Street,
Penthouse A, San Rafael, CA
94901; phone, (415) 256-9300; e-
mail, gary@PicturesNow.com; Web
site, picturesnow.com.

More than 100 items are on dis-
play at The U.S. National Ski Hall
of Fame and Museum, located in
Ishpeming, Mich. The museum
depicts the growth and develop-
ment of skiing as a sport from its
beginnings, nearly 5,000 years ago
to the present and into the future ¢
For more information, call (906)
485-6323 or visit the Web site
exploringthenorth.com/fame/fame,

We Michiganders make the best of

our state’s weather and know ho
“cozy up” to a good set of skis. 39

If you have an
antique’s questLon
or subject you
would like
addressed in this
column, write to
Diane Morelli c/o
Grosse Pointe News
at 96 Kercheval
Ave., Grosse Pointe
Farms 48236; e-
mail
dmorelli@grosse-
pointenews.com.

Photo courtesy of E-bay
Up for bid on E-

nd selling vintage skis_

\v




