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| Parkite shares American
1 For Mark Miller, collection N ]
is more than a business, '

it’s a passion for winter

By MONIKA GUENDNER

Of the Record staff

Whatever prompted someone to build a
pair of wooden skis almost 20 feet long may
be lost to history forever. The skis were used
in a parade, pulled behind a horse, and like-
ly manned by two cowboys in full leather
chaps: f

Those cowboys were probably new to
skiing, especially the horse-powered variety,
which probably gave the parade comic relief,
guessed Mark Miller, Parkite, ski aficionado
and current owner of the skis.

The long skis are only one of thousands
of skis in the Mark Miller Collection, and the.
history is only one of hundreds that Miller,
not of car dealership renown, can retell.

There’s the story about one of the world’s
few metal skis, made by the TEY
Manufacturing Corp. in 1948. Three engi-
neers created 1,000 metal skis, smoothing
the bottom surface of the ski with electrical
tape, said Miller.

The winter of 1947-1948 had notoriously
little snow, however, and nobody was skiing.
Those first thousand skis became the com-
pany’s last thousand and they turned their
focus to snowmaking.

Miller owns one of only two pairs known
to still exist. One ski is on display at the Alf
Engen Ski Musg:gls at the Utah Olt)lrlmpic
Park; the other its home at Southwest — - . T—
Indian Traders on Main Street. o . 2 _GRAYSON WEST/PARK RECORD

Chances are, if you're looking at an  Not all of Mark Miller’s collection of more than 3,000 skis, snowshoes, skates, sleds and poles are meant to be sold.
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throughMiller. % ; . hanging on his wall, they began bringing him  Norwegian-made skis or the reason why Miller has prepared several displays in

Miller grew up skiing, strapping on his thei%ltl)llgd skis and their gtori%s, or bambo%)1 was a popular choice for ski poles.  stores, summarizing the history of skiing.
first pair at four years old. Unlike his sib- “Everybody had a story behind their The stories behind the equipment mean as Everything from a 1910 shaped ski to an old
lings, however, Miller began to develop an much to Miller as the antiques fence post fashioned into a ski recounts the
interest in the history and evoluﬁondof ltlhe “ BB AR, VA S e A 0 SR 1 e v history of a mode of transportation that
sport, encouraged by his grandfather ; y 1 * Today, Miller has more turned intoasport.

. % 7 5 / thDUght [my .grandfathers Sle] an 3,000 %airs of skis, as well ~ People early in the century understood

Gordon “Moose” Miller. When Moose died
that a wider shovel could keep them afloat

in 1989, Miller’s grandmother gave him  were the coolest, and then before you as a collection of ice skates, . : .
snowshoes and sleds. Most of better on the snow, explained Miller, but it

Moose’s 1915 handcrafted skis. 4 o d Mil
'ns‘zsinheﬁmce turned an interest into a know it, | had amassed a collection of that collection is for sale, but ~was unlikely there were doing any of the
passion. s hundreds. e those early skis, from his nteﬁlgh- cgdrving that parabolic skis are designed for
i i 3% 3 bors and grandfather, are still at  today. . !
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ifficult in his hometown of ' o 2 1 sports € !
. - e : The Mark Miller Collection People gravitate to the 1990, and one-thing is obvious — his collec-

(4

i ti )
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« ther’s skis] were and sleds in Southwest Indian His dedication causes o shy away
the t{og;g:tghatngmﬂ);eirﬂggie ;(r)fl imo]w it, I L ; Traders, where Miller has the largest display  from collections that have been ov_er-.worked
had amasséd this collection of hundreds,” oday, Mill . the one who is usually of his collection. Individual pairs on display w1,t_hmodem-dz_1y Tepairs or }'eﬁmslnng, and
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After a light sanding, Miller rubs
the skis down with an oil spec1f1c to
the wood used. Miller prefers to
leave a ski with its cracks showing
than to take a trowel full of wood
putty to it. :

«] take pride in making sure an
antique is complete without making
them less pure,” he said.

If he does add something to the
ski, he might replace a leather bind-
ing, which often disappeared or dis-
integrated over time. He finds a
horse bridal or leather from the
same time period to do it. Unlike the
bindings of today, leather bindings
of early wooden skis were usually

one loop that bound the toes to the
| plank and a second loop that looped
It e back of the heel. ,
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For now, !u', is busy enou
he quit his winter “day job?”
instructor at Park City M
Resort. He still spends hig g,
at his family’s camp for children j
New Hampshire, where he 4”](';)"."'
sister are learning to be (e lhirillk’
peneration Operators of the capm

Miller recently bought 4 u)|[1)('..
tion of 150 skis in upstate New yo;i
It's not unusual for finds like that 1o
come to him. As one of the country’s
most well-known winter sports
equipment collectors, his name is
often mentioned when someone
wants ir}formalion, history or prices
on equipment. A family member
may call, asking him for information
on the collection, said Miller. He has
bought as many as 400 pairs of skis
this way.

The largest addition to his collec-
tion, however, was 600 pairs of
snowshoes ‘that were used by the
10th Mountain Division during
World War II. The showshoes were
manufactured by five different com-
panies, but to specifications that
made them interchangeable.

Miller had to work with the
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" Turkish to retrieve the gear — they

were found in a government storage
unit with rawhide webbing largely
intact.

Miller’s toll-free phone number,
888-753-7807, and his website,
www.antiqueskis.com, are another
resource for antique lovers and ski
owners. Through the site, Miller
offers information on manufactur-
ers, origins, materials and crafts-
manship.

The Alf Engen Ski Museum
picked Miller’s brain when their
insurance company had no idea how
to value their collection of skis.

The museum got a bonus with
their phone call to Miller. Not only
did he assess every pair of skis they
had in their collection, he noted the
historical gaps and lent them some
of his collection to make a Smooth
timeline. Through his connections,
he was also able to convince friend
Will Dator to donate his pair of Alf
Engen-labeled Lund skis that Dator
had inherited. o

Not everything in Millers collec-
tion is museum quality, NOwever.
While Miller will admire 2 1920s
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